p 


^S  |N3T^i( 


m 


c/  <\ 


A 


\ 


NEW  YORK 


ADULT  BLIND 


CLIPPINGS 


VOLUME   5 


1912 


\ 


<C 


<*tf 


The  Congregationalist 

6  January  1912 


PRESIDENT    TAFT    LAYING    THE    CORNER     STONE     OF     THE     FIRST 
BLIND    IN    THE    WORLD,    TO    BE    ERECTED    IN    NEW    YORK    CITY 


Photo  by  Paul  Thompson 
SETTLEMENT     FOR     THE 


The  World's  First  Settlement  for  the  Blind 

President  Taft  has  several  times  shown  deep  interest  in  the 
blind.  On  several  occasions  he  has  spoken  in  behalf  of  the  benefi- 
cent movement  to  provide  libraries  for  them.  It  seemed  therefore 
natural  and  fitting  that  he  should  lay  the  corner  stone  for  the 
first  settlement  house  ever  to  be  built  for  the  blind.  The  new 
"Lighthouse,"  as  it  is  called,  is  to  be  built  in  New  York  City  across 
the  road  from  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind.  The  set- 
tlement house  will  be  run  much  along  the  line  of  all  settlements, 
with  gymnasiums,  baths  and  gamerooms.  But  special  emphasis 
will  be  laid  upon  music,  lectures  and  books.  There  is  to  be  a  large 
library  of  practically  all  books  so  far  printed  for  the  blind.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  best  musicians  will  gladly  contribute  to  the  joy  of 
those  who  cannot  see,  but  who  hear  more  acutely  than  those  who 
also  see.  There  will  be  many  lectures,  as  the  blind  greatly  enjoy 
hearing  addresses.  The  settlement  is  unsectarian,  and  will  be  open 
to  Christians  and  Jews  alike.  Representatives  of  the  Episcopal; 
Roman  Catholic  and  Jewish  churches  took  part  in  tin  i 
laying  the  corner  stone. 
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The  President  laying  the  corner-stone  for  the  new  Home  for  the  Blind  in   New  York. 
l>ft    to    right— Maj.   Butt  with  his   back   turned,  Winfred  Holt,   Gov.  Dix,  President.  Taft, 


.,      *    TMnPlv    of    New     York  University.- 
the  Hon.  Joseph  H.    Choate    and   President    1  meiy 

-Photograph  by  Paul  Thompson,  New  York. 
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It  was  in  Italy  about  seven  years  ago 
ihat  two  American  sisters,  in  the  most 
casual  way  in  the  world,  dropped  in  at 
a  concert  one  afternoon.  Without  any 
idea  that  so  simple  an  aot  was  to  have 
far  reaching  consequences  not  only  for 
rhem  but  for  hundreds,  even  thousands 
of  others,  they  sat  down  to  listen  to  the 
music. 


The  two  young  Americans  were  Miss 
Winifred  and  Miss  Edith  Holt,  daughters 
of  Henry  Holt,  the  New  York  publisher. 
They  had  always  enjoyed  what  are  com- 
monly spoken  of  as  advantages.  They 
had  studied,  travelled,  met  the  most 
interesting  men  and  women  of  the  day. 
Miss  Winifred  Holt  was  herself  an  accom- 
plished sculptor. 

At  the  concert  the  two  Americans 
noticed  sitting  near  them  a  group  of 
blind  persons  whose  friends  had  brought 
them  to  hear  the  music.  There  was  no 
shadow  of  doubt  that  they  were  enjoying 
it  too.  Pleasure  almost  illumined  even 
their  sightless  eyes. 

"Aren't  they  having  a  wonderful  timel" 
said  Miss  Winifred  Holt.  "When  we're 
at  home  again  let's  hunt  up  some  blind 
people  and  do  the  same  thing  for  them." 

Possibly,  just  possibly,  if  the  young 
f  American  woman  had  known  that  in  that 
simple  remark  she  was  mortgaging  her 
time  and  strength  for  years  she  might 
have  been  tempted  to  forget  that  she 
had  ever  made  it.  As  it  was,  the  memory 
of  those  happy  blind  listeners  stayed 
with  her;  and  on  her  return  to  New  York 
she  and  her  sister  organized  a  committee 
for  securing  unsold  tickets  to  concerts 
and  distributing  them  to  the  blind. 

It  gave  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  without 
involving  the  two  sisters  in  an  exacting 
amount  of  work.  The  sculptor  could  still 
follow  her  art,  but  not  for  long. 

The  more  she  knew  about  the  blind 
and  the  conditions  under  whioh  they 
were  living  the  more  interested  she 
became.  In  November,  1905,  these  two 
young  women  organized  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind  and  turned 
their  home  into  an  office,  j 

At  least  they  began  using  one  room 
for  that  purpose.  Before  long  another 
was  abandoned  to  the  same  use.  The 
library  went  the  same  way.  A  guest 
room  was  annexed.  In  a  little  while  the 
whole  house  was  so  transformed  that 
it  was  hard  to  tell  where  it  stopped  being 
a  private  residence  and  where  it  became 
a  headquarters  for  the  blind  who  wanted 
to  be  taught  to  earn  their  own  living. 

For  the  Misses  Holt  had  travelled  a  long 
way  beyond  that  first  idea  of  sending 
blind  people  to  concerts.  Their  aims  now 
found  expression  in  a  new  motto  to  which 
their  blind  proteges  had  subscribed  with 
p;Uhetic  eagerness.  It  was:  "Light 
through  v*-ork!"     When  their  own  house 


the  Women's  Club,  whose  members,  if 
you  please,  not  only  give  tea  parties  but 
actually  have  their  own  little  dances. 
Children'*  parties  too  are  given  in  this 
much  used  basement. 

In  short  there  is  not  room  enough  for 
either  play  or  work  in  the  present  Light- 
house and  the  keeper  and  her  friends  are 
to  be  congratulated  on  the  prospect  of 
having  a  new  and  larger  one.  It  Is  build- 
ing now  across  the  street  from  the  old 
one.  President  Taft,  who  is  one  of  the 
friends  Miss  Holt  has  enlisted  in  the  cause, 
laid  the  cornerstone  a  few  weeks  ago; 
and  next  summer,  if  any  one  wants  to  see 
the  happiest  lot  of  people  in  the  country, 
let  him  go  and  watoh  the  Lighthouse 
family,  both  blind  and  seeing,  at  work  in 
their  new  home. 

For  events  have  proved  that  Miss  Holt 
was  right  in  her  conviction  that  light  must 
come  into  these  darkened  lives  through 
work.  With  most  of  them  the  one  over- 
whelming desire  is  to  become  self-sup- 
porting. Their  joy  in  any  approach  to 
independence  would  be  pathetic  if  it 
were  not  so  reviving  to  one's  drooping 
faith  in  human  nature. 

There  are  scores  of  interesting  cases, 
so  many  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
pick  end  choose  among  them.  But  here 
are  just  a  few  of  the  stories.  They  may 
explain  what  it  is  in  the  work  that  has 
made  Miss  Holt  give  up  so  much  to  carry- 
it  on: 

A  poor  widow  trudged  many  miles 
and  waited  long  at  the  Lighthouse  until 
she  could  herself  tell  the  Lighthouse 
keeper  how  deeply  grateful  she  was  for 
the  happiness  that had  found  there. 

"Why,  Miss,"  she  said,  " had  never 

done  nothing  since  she  was  blinded  but 
sit  in  a  dark  corner  sorrowing!  But  now 
she  is  as  merry  as  a  lark.  And  when  she 
brought  back  them  first  earnings  of  hers 
the  both  of  us  just  set  there  crying  for 
very  joy!" 

The  first  earnings  which  caused  this 
great  happiness  were  25  cents  for  basket 
making. 

A  young  woman  who  had  been  an  ex- 
pert milliner  and  had  suddenly  become 
blind  was  sent  to  the  Lighthouse  by  a 
charitable  organization.  She  was  des- 
perately poor  and  could  do  nothing  to 
support  herself.  She  was  almost  fever- 
ish in  her  efforts  to  learn  to  use  her  fin- 
gers under  £be  guidance  of  the  Light- 
house teachers  and  was  getting  along 
rapidly,  but  at  her  third  lesson  she  was 


found   crying   bitterly.     In   dismay   the 
teacher  asked  her  what  was  the  matter. 

"To  think,"  exclaimed  the  girl,  "that 
this  class  has  been  going  on  for  months 
and  that  I  have  been  wasting  all  this  time 
in  which  I  might  have  learned  how  to  be 
blind!  ■ 

There  is  plenty  of  courage  among  these 
afflicted  men  and  women;  but  courage 
alone  won't  support  them.  In  many  cases 
where  inevitable  blindness  is  approach- 
ing by  degrees,  physicians  send  the  pa- 
tients to  the  Lighthouse,  there  to  learn 
in  advance  how,  .as  the  young  milliner 
said,  to  be  blind. 

There  used  to  be  an  impression  that 
sightless  persons  could  not  learn  much 
of  anything  except  to  make  baskets  or 
to  play  some  musical  instrument.  That 
superstition  has  no  place  at  the  Light- 
house ,  where  the  list  of  things  taught  is 
surprisingly  long. 

It  includes  reading,  writing,  singing, 
organ  and  piano  playing,  German,  French 
and  English,  typewriting,  phonograph 
dictation,  switchboard  operating  and 
stenography,  massage,  silk  and  linen 
weaving,  rug  weaving,  power  machine 
sewing,  hand  sewing,  knitting,  ordinary 
machine  sewing,  crocheting,  bead  and 
basket  work,  cooking,  dancing,  gym- 
nastics and  games. 

In  addition  to  the  teaching  and  work 
carried  on  at  the  Lighthouse  itself  many 
blind  persons  are  instructed  in  their  own 
homes  by  five  home  teachers  as  they  are 
called.  Four  of  the  five  are  themselves 
sightless,  so  that  here  is  a  literal  example 
of  the  blind  leading  the  blind.  A  still 
stronger  phase  of  the  work  of  the  asso- 
ciation might  be  called  "the  blind  leading 
the  seeing." 

Physicians  are  actually  having  blind 
persons  visit  patients  who  are,  as  the 
blind  call  it,  sighted.  They  say  that  the 
brave  cheerfulness  of  these  unfortunate 
people  is  an  example  of  courage  and 
initiative  which  makes  a  deep  impression. 
The  idea  of  reading  to  the  blind  is  an  old 
one;  but  the  Lighthouse  pupils  reverse 
that  programme.  They  read  from  their 
books  in  Braille  not  only  to  other  blind 
persons  but  to  those  who  are  not.  Ap- 
parently the  light  that  has  come  to  them 
is  quickly  reflected  to  brighten  somebody 
else's  existence* 

At  the  Lighthouse  the  switchboard 
operators  are  blind.  So  are  tjb.e  stenog- 
raphers   and    typewriters.     On    one    of 
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President  Taft's  visits  he  was  asked  to 
dictate  something  to  Miss  Holt's  blind 
secretary.  The  President  was  rather 
more  flustered  than  the  stenographer. 
She  took  the  dictation  by  means  of  a  short- 
hand machine  for  the  blind,  transcribed 
it  on  the  typewriter  and  handed  a  perfect 
copy  to  him  for  his  signature.  Other 
blind  stenographers  trained  at  the  Light- 
house are  supporting  themselves  in  good 
positions.  So  are  switchboard  operators, 
I  organists  and  other  musicians. 

I  On  the  looms  in  the  crowded  basement 
are  woven  really  beautiful  rugs,  table 
covers  and  bags.  The  blind  women  set 
up  their  own  looms,  a  task  of  considerable 
difficulty  even  for  the  sighted.  Their 
weaving  is  perfectly  even  and  the  figures 
in  different  colors,  involving  the  counting 
of  threads  by  groups,  are  absolutely  cor- 
rect. And  the  best  part  of  it  all  is  that 
the  work  goes  on  accompanied  by  every 
outward  expression  of  the  deep  joy  with 
which  it  is  done. 

Miss  Holt  was  dictating  one  day  to  her 
blind  stenographer  when  up  from  the 
basement  came  so  tremendous  an  uproar 
that  she  ran  downstairs  to  find  out  what 
was  the  trouble.  In  reply  to  her  breath- 
less inquiry  a  very  quiet,  demure  blind 
girl,  noted  for  her  industry  and  pluck, 
said: 

"Please  excuse  us  for  making  so  much 
noise!  It  was  only  a  demonstration  of 
the  melancholy  blind." 

The  girls  do  not  call  themselves  blind, 
at  any  rate  not  in  the  freedom  of  their 
own  circle.  According  to  Miss  Holt,  they 
speak  of  themselves  as  "blondes  that  work 
at  the  Lighthouse." 

The  men,  by  the  way,  do  not  work 
there  at  all,  but  have  a  shop  of  their  own 
in  Forty-second  street,  where  last  year 
they  caned  4,061  chairs  and  made  51,348 
brooms.  The  association  secures  the 
orders  and  manages  the  work.  Many 
of  the  men  have  been  trained  in  other 
lines  by  the  Lighthouse  teachers.  Some 
of  them  have  news  stands  secured  for 
them  by  the  association.  Others  have 
agencies  for  coal  or  wood,  others  can- 
vass for  books  or  tune  pianos  or  play 
in  small  orchestras  or  work  at  home 
at  basket  weaving  or  caning  chairs. 
One  blind  man  who  had  learned  from 
the  Lighthouse  teachers  to  cane  chairs 
taught  his  wife  to  do  it  too,  and  they 
now  work  together  at  home. 


Last  year  the  home  teachers  made 
almost  4,000  visits  to  their  blind  pupils. 
There  are  fifty-six  women  in  the  classes 
at  the  Lighthouse,  and  there  will  be  more 
when  the  new  building  is  finished.  They 
cannot  come  and  go  by  themselves,  how- 
ever; and  as  in  many  cases  their  friends 
who  act  as  guides  are  also  poor,  the  asso- 
ciation must  provide  many  of  the  neces- 
sary car  fares. 

Such  a  work  must  be  an  expensive 
one.  But  to  be  convinced  that  it  justifies 
its  cost  one  need  only  visit  that  crowded 
basement,  full  not  only  of  looms  and 
machines  but  of  hope  and  happiness  as 
well. 

JMiss  Holt  does  not  seem  to  be  the  sort 
of  person  that  stops  with  merely  allevi- 
ating trouble.  In  addition  to  that  she 
has  been  one  of  the  hardest  workers  in 
the  movement  for  the  suppression  of  un- 
necessary blindness.  She  has  carried 
her  enthusiasm  with  her  wherever  she 
has  gone. 

Lighthouse  No.  2  at  Buffalo  was  founded 
through  the  efforts  of  the  Xew  York 
association.  Lady  Aberdeen  after  meet- 
ing Miss  Holt  caught  the  contagion 
of  her  enthusiasm  and  made  the  preven- 
tion of  blindness  a  part  of  the  work  of  the 
National  Health  League  of  Ireland. 

As  for  the  grain  of  mustard  seed  from 
which  all  this  wide  reaching  crusade  has 
sprung  that  visit  to  the  concert  in  Italy  is 
still  influencing  things  in  its  own  par- 
ticular line  Last  year  1,702  tickets  to 
concerts,  plays  and  the  opera  were  dis- 
tributed by  the  association  to  blind 
persons  in  this  city.  Through  the  in- 
fluence of  this  ticket  bureau  similar  ones 
have  been  established  in  Brooklyn  and 
ten  other  American  cities.  Miss  Holt 
also  started  one  in  London  several  years 
ago  with  Rudyard  Kipling  and  Ambassa- 
dor Bryce  among  those  at  its  head. 

Apparently  she  never  loses  sight  of  the 
work  that  has  come  to  dominate  her  life. 
Her  summers  abroad  are  filled  with 
investigations  of  conditions  under  which 
the  blind  of  other  countries  are  living. 
A  year  ago  last  summer  she  visited  thirty 
public  institutions  abroad  and  finding  in 
none  of  them  any  provision  for  the  pre- 
vention of  blindness  started  the  move- 
ment in  several  quarters. 

Of  course  the  work  of  prevention  is 
really  more  important,  but  one  can't 
helo  responding  just  as  quickly  and 
perhaps  a  little  more  humanely    to  the 
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lightening  of  lives  already  dark.  For 
instance,  here  is  the  case  of  two  men, 
friends  in  double  misery;  for  not  only 
were  both  of  them  blind  but  one  had 
lost  his  right  leg  and  the  other  had  lost 
his  left.  They  hadn't  been  friends  though 
until  the  Lighthouse  found  them  and 
brought  them  together.  Ordinary  folks 
with  a  full  complement  of  extremities 
may  not  realize  at  once  what  this  means. 
But  when  two  poor  fellows  can  share 
between  them  a  perfectly-  good  pair  of 
shoes— one  apiece— it  is,  as  in  this  case, 
a  subject  of  endless  felicitation. 

That  was  one  more  of  the  good  turns 
done  by  the  Lighthouse  keepers.  Another 
is  taking  the  blind  on  a  picnic  at  the  shore 
or  for  a  few  days  in  the  country.  After 
such  an  outing  which  the  Blind  Men's ' 
Club  had  and  to  which  they  invited  some 
of  their  blind  proteges,  for  they  try  to 
help  others  who  are  afflicted  as  they 
are,  one  of  the  guests  said  as  he  started 
home: 

"This  is  the  happiest  day  I  have  had 
in  the  ten  years  I  have  been  blind. " 

If  the  blind  who  have  been  lifted  out 
of  despair  by  the  Lighthouse  workers 
could  manage  it  themselves  the  new 
building  would  be  big  enough  to  illuminate 
the  whole  world  of  sightless  men,  women 
and  children.  They  try  their  best  to  help. 
They  make  things  to  be  sold  and  they, 
save  pennies  or,  among  those  who  earn 
more  money,  even  dollars  to  help  carry 
on  the  work. 

One  girl  who  a  few  years  ago  was  in 
despair  and  helpless  misery  but  is  now 
an  industrious  and  contented  wage  earner 
helping  to  support  her  feeble  mother 
in  their  cheerful  home,  said  to  Miss  Holt: 
"I  will  do  anything  in  the  world  for  this 
association.  The  Lighthouse — well,  it  is 
heaven  to  me." 

It  isn't  possible  to  record  even  a  tithe 
of  the  help  and  hope  that  have  come 
to  these  people  as  a  result  of  that  one 
casual  visit  to  a  concert  by  two  American 
women.  Perhaps  Miss  Holt, looking  ahead 
then,  might  have  hesitated  at  the  amount 
of  work  and  sacrifice  involved.  But  look- 
ing back  now  she  must  feel  something 
of  the  astonished  pride  of  a  person  who 
has  accidentally  waved  a  magic  wand 
and  worked  a  happy  miracle. 
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[ENEFfT  FETE  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


ill  Be  Held  at  the  Astor  and  Will  Copy 
Somewhat   the  Indian  Durbar. 

An  entertainment  fox-  the  benefit  of 
le  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 
rill  be  given  at  the  Hotel  Astor  on  Mon- 
tay  evening,  February  19.  The  event 
rill  be  something  in  the  line  of  a  durbar 
fete,  for  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  re- 
produce on  a  small  scale  something  of 
the  procession  and  ceremonies  attending 
the  durbar  recently  held  at  Delhi. 

Costumed  dancing  girls  and  others 
garbed  as  natives,  soldiers  and  repre- 
sentatives of  all  nations  will  appear  in 
order  to  produce  the  desired  effect.  After 
the  entertainment  a  march  of  the  entire 
group  of  performers  will  take  place  in 
{(he  ballroom.  Decorations  and  scene 
settings  appropriate  to  the  programme 
rill  be  arranged. 

Some  of  the  patronesses  will  receive 
the  guests  at  tiie  "Gates  of  Delhi,"  a  scenic 
irrangement  plann  d  after  the  manner 
>f  the  reception  station  at  the  durbar 
fete  in  India.  It  is  expected  that  many 
of  the  patronesses  interested  in  the  benefii 
will  attend.  These  are  Mrs.  J.  Borden 
Harriman,  Mrs.  Andrew  Carnegie,  Mrs 
Joseph  H.  Choate,  Mrs.  R.  Fulton  Cutting. 
Mrs.  Edward  Ringwood  Hewitt,  Mrs 
Peter  Cooper  Hewitt,  Mrs.  Richard  Irvin. 
Mis.  De  Lancey  Kane,  Mrs.  Bradley  Mar- 
tin. Jr.,  Mrs.  Henry  Phipps,  Mrs.  Herbert 
L.  Satterlee  and  Miss  Winifred  Holt. 
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Women's  Industrial  Exhibit. 

The  different  callings  of  women  will 
monstrated  by  the  Women's  In- 
dustrial Exhibition,  to  be  held  at  the 
New  Grand  Central  Palace,  New  York 
City,  from  Feb.  28  to  March  9.  The 
exhibition  will  be  for  the  benefit  of 
ten  philanthropic  organizations  and  the 
•proceeds  will  be  used  for  their  working- 
funds.  The  organizations  are:  New 
York  Association  of  Day  Nurseries,  the 
Free  Industrial  Home  for  Crippled 
Children,  Country  Home  and  L»ittle 
Mothers'  Association,  the  George  Junior 
Republic,  the  New  York  A^goejaUojjJtaj 
the  Blind, _the     Widows     and     Orphans' 


FunPTIBTrle  Women's  Municipal  League 
Stonywold  Sanitarium  and  the  Wilsor 
Industrial  School  for  Girls.  i 
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TO   GIVE    DURBAR    PAGEANT    HERE. 

The    secret    is    out!     The    annual    ball    of 
the    Now    York   Association    for   the    Blind, 
about    Whiten    there    has    been    much    \W0^ 
tery,   v,  ii:   be  preceded   by  a  great  p; 

i&n    durbar    in    India.      New 

will  anarch    in    the    procession.      Fol- 

priiK  rommy    Atkinses   will    mingle 

in  democratic  round  dances.    The  ball 
be    given    at    the    Hotel    Astor    on    Febr 
ary   19. 
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ADULT  BUND 


i 


ASSISTANCE 


SENATOR  BIRD'S  BILL  PROVIDES 

STATE  AID  TO  MAKE  THEM 

SELF-SUPPORTING. 


Ninety  Per  Cent  of  the   Six  or  Eight 

Thousand  in  State  are  Adults — 

Buffalo    Senator's    Views 

on  the  Subject. 


Senator  George  B.  Burd,  the  Demo- 
cratic senator  of  Buffalo,  is  much  in- 
terested in  his  philanthropic  of  secur- 
ing for  the  adult  blind  of  the  State 
some  means  of  self  support  through  the 
care  of  the  State.  His  bill  calls  for  the 
expenditure  of  $40,000  a  year  and  the 
creation  of  a  commission  of  five  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor.  This  commis- 
sion is  unsalaried  and  is  directed  to 
prepare  a  register  of  the  blind  of  the 
State,  ascertain  the  condition,  cause  of 
blindness  and  capacity  Cor  industrial 
training-.  The  commission  shall  act 
as  a  bureau  of  information  and  indus- 
trial aid  for  the  blind,  establish  s 
for  industrial  training-  and  endeavor  to 


a:n,  liora  te  their  eon 

I    U-arn    what    proportio 
blindness     is     preventable, 
duly    1  pursued    in    conm 

With  .the   State's   effort   to   prevent    the 
blindness   of  infants   which   is   pr< 
able  Immediately  alter  birth  by  a  treat- 
ment which  is  prescrib<  d. 

Senator  Burd  in  discussing  his  bill 
said:  "There  are  from  (5,000  to  8,000 
blind  persons  in -New  York  Stale,  ten 
at  of  whom  are  children,.  The 
State  has  one  institution  for  blind 
children  at  Batavia  ami  also  supports 
a  number  Of  inmates  in  a  city  institu- 
tion of  New  York  city.  But  the  State 
makes  no  provision,  for  the  a  dull  Mind 
who  constitute  90  per  cent  of  the 
blind  population.  It  educates  the 
children  during  their  minority  and  then 
turns  them  adrift  to  make  their  own 
\\a\  when  they  are  perfectly  helpless, 
and  the  result  is  that  the  indigent 
drift  on  sooner  or  later  into  the  county 
almshouses  to  become  a  public  charge/ 
Many  of  these  have  become  blind  as 
adults   through   accident   or   disease. 

Such  leading  States  of  our  Union  as 
Massachusetts,  Hlinois,  Michigan,  Ohio, 
California  and  Maryland  are  making 
provision  for  the  useful  employment  of 
their  blind  population  and  appropriate 
annually  for  the  purpose  from  $10,000 
to  $55,000.  My  plan  does  not  contem- 
plate the  gathering  together  of  the 
adult  blind  into  any  one  institution  to 
be  supported  as  wards  of  the  State  but 
it  is  intended  to  make  them  self  sup- 
porting and  useful  citizens,  teaching 
them  useful  trades  or  occupations  at 
which  they  may  earn  a  livelihood  and 
so  far  as  possible  leaving  them  to  live 
in  their  own  homes.-  It  contemplates  the 
creation  of  establishments  in  which  the 
blind  may  be  taught  and  employed  at 
remunerative  labor  and  thus  tarn  such 
wages  as  they  may  be  able  to  for  their 
own  support.  The,  products  of  their 
labor  when  it  cannot  be  used  in  State 
institutions  can  be  marketed  in  the 
usual  way.  This,  it  will  be  the  duty  of 
the  commission  created  by  the  bill,  to 
attend  to  along  with  their  other  du- 
ties. 

It  is  a  worthy  cause  and  I  trust  the 
Legislature  and  the  people  will  see 
the  benefits  that  must  accrue  both  to 
the  immediate  beneficiaries  and  to  the 
State  by  substituting  non-productive 
public  burdens  for  useful  self  support- 
ing citizens  whose  misfortune  is  their! 
only  fault. 

It  is  hot  a  chimerical   project  as  the) 
experience     of     other     commonwealths! 
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^\)urbar  fete  to  aid  the  work  of  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  B^JJjyLjpll  be  held  in  the  Hotel 
Astor  on  the  eveningofalonday,  Feb.  19.  Those  in 
charge  plan  to  reproduce  on  a  small  scale  some  of 
the  scenes  and  incidents  that  attended  the  recent 
Durbar  ceremonies  for  King  George  and  Queen  Mary 
at  Delhi. 

.  The  list  of  patrons  is  a  long  one,  headed  by  the 
President  and  Mrs.  Taft,  Ambassador  and  lime.  Jus- 
serand,  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  Bryce,  the  German 
Ambassador,  Count  Bernstorff,  and  Countess  Berns- 
torff;  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  McVeagh  and  Mrs. 
McVeagh,  Justice  and  Mrs.  Hughes  and  Gov.  and 
Mrs.  Dix.  On  the  Committee  of  Honor  are  Mrs.  Car- 
negie, Mrs.  Joseph  H.  Choate,  Mrs.  R.  Fulton  Cutting, 
Mrs.  J.  Bordtn  Harriman,  Mrs.  Edward  Ringwood 
Hewitt,  Mrs.  Peter  Cooper  Hewitt,  Miss  Winifred 
Holt,  Secretary  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind;  Mrs.  Richard  Irvin,  Mrs.  de  Lancey  Kane, 
Mrs.  Seth  Low,  Mrs.  Bradley  Martin  jr.,  Mrs.  Min- 
turn,  Mrs.  Henry  Phipps,  Mrs.  Herbert  L.  Satterlee 
and  Miss  Louisa  Lee  Schuyler. 

There  are  some  two  hundred  patronesses  drawn 
^rjjjg  the  social  world. 
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^Jflxs.  Herbert  L.  Satterlee,  Mrs.  Joseph 
H^pioate,  Mrs.  R.  Fulton  Cutting,  Mrs. 
Peter  Cooper  Hewitt  and  Mrs.  DeLancey 
Kane  are  co-operating  with  Miss  Winifred 
Holt  in  the  organization  of  the  entertain- 
ment in  aid  of  the  tmpw  York  Association 
for^the  Blind,  which  will  be  held  at  tne 
Hotel  "Astor  on  "the'  evening  of  February  ID. 
The  fete  will  take  the  form  of  an  amusing 
skit  of  the  Delhi  durbar,  and  among  the 
patrons  and  patronesses  are  the  President 
and  Mrs.  Taft,  the  English  and  French  am- 
bassadors, the  Governor  of  New  York,  th* 
Mayor  of  the  city  and  the  Secretary  of  tht 
Treasury  and  the  Attorney  General  of  th^ 
United   States. 
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BURD  BILL  FOR  CARE  OF  BLIND. 

SENATOR  GEORGE  B.  BPRD  has  intodimedgjJlilU**  tlie  Sen' 
ate  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  commission  of  five 
members,  to  act.  without  compensation,  to  carry  out  ideas  and 
plans  which  the  Senator  believes  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the 
adult  blind  of  the  State.  It  is  -estimated  that  there  are  between 
6\000  and  8,000  blind  persons  in  the  state  and  that  eighty  per  cent, 
of  them  are  adults  for 'whom  no  provision  is  now  made.  There  is  only 
one  state  institution  for  the  care  of  the  blind,  located  at  Batavia. 
Other  states  make  more  of  an  effort. to  aid  the  sightless,  many  of  whom 
are  stricken  by  disease  and  accidents  after  they  reach  maturity.  Sen- 
ator Burd's  idea  is  to  teach  the  blind  useful  trades  and  professions  in 
the  cities  and  towns  where  they  reside  and  as  far  as  possible  permit 
them  to  live  at  home.  Instead  of  institutions,  the  plan  contemplates. 
establishments  where  they  could  be  employed  at  useful  trades,  fair 
wages  being  paid  for  their  labor  and  the  products  of  their  work  be- 
ing used  by  the  state  as  far  as  possible  or  sold  to  private  parties 
This  idea  seems  to  be  a  good  one)  To  say  the  least  it  would  be  far 
better  to  try  such  a  plan  than  do  nothing  for  the  thousands  who  can- 
not, enjoy  that  greatest  of  all  senses,  sight.  Those  who  have  their 
sight  could  not  appreciate  the  gratitude  that  would  be  evinced  by 
the  blind  in  return  for  an  act  of  the  legislature  that  would  better 
their  unfortunate  conditions 
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'OOR  TO  POSE  IN  TABLEAUX. 


rork  of  Philanthropic  Societies  to  be 
Shown    at    Berkeley   Theatre. 

A  uniquq  spcctcic-le  will  be  presented 
tlis  afterrjjjn  and  evening  at  the  Berke- 
1*-  Theatr^,  Fifth  Avenue  and  Forty- 
ftiirth  Street,  in  aid  of  the  children's  or- 
thopaedic wards  of  the  Post  Graduate 
Hlspital.  By  means  of  tableaux  vivants 
th|  work,  which  is  being  carried  on  in 
thli  city  by  seven  of  the  large  civic  and 
phlanthropic  organizations  will  be  shown, 
ana  the  actual  conditions  will  be  arranged 
an<|  posed  by  the  people  from  the  tene- 
ments and  institutions  who  have  been 
benefited  by  the  work  of  the  various 
organizations. 

benefit  is  to  be  given  under  distin- 
guished patronage,  and  many  women  of 
social  prominence  are  among  the  patron- 
esses. It  has  been  customary  for  society 
to  pose  for  charitable  causes,  but  in  this 
instance  the  people  from  the  lower  ea3t 
side  will  pose  for  society  and  others  in- 
terested in  humanitarian  work  among  the 
children   of  the  metropolis. 

The  afternoon  performance  will  begin 
at  2:30  o'clock.  Mrs.  Stephen  Pell  will 
give  a  short  talk  before  the  entertain- 
ment, telling  of  the  work  and  benefits  as 
the  result  of  the  work  of  the  institutions 
among  the  children  of  the  poor.  Tickets 
may  be  obtained  at  .  the  theatre.  The 
Municipal  League  will  show  an  ice  water 
fountain  with  the  children  grouped  about; 
the  Diet  Kitchen  Association  has  arranged 
a  mothers'  conference  and  will  show 
just  how  a  nurse  visits  the  dwellers  in 
the  congested  tenements;  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind  has  planned  a 
convinoiMgr  tableau,  sUwwtng  the  blind 
at  work.  There  will  also  be  a  sweatshop! 
shown  as  a  tableau,  and  a  Government 
Inspector's  visit  to  a  factory.  A  model 
day  nursery,  the  children's  garden,  and 
blind  babies  at  play  will  also  be  included 
in  the  programme  of  tableaux.  More  than 
100  people  will  take  part  in  the  tableaux, 
which  will  be  augmented  by  lantern 
slides. 

Among  the  patronesses  are  Mrs.  Lloyd 
Griscom,  Mrs.  Ernest  Iselin,  Mrs.  John 
Drexel,  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Fowler,  Mrs.  W. 
Seward  Webb,  Mrs.  Charles  B.  Alexander, 
Mrs.  Oliver  C.  Jennings,  Mrs.  Frederick 
Whitridge,  Mrs.  August  Belmont,  Jr., 
Mrs.  Robert  Goelet,  Mrs.  Henry  Phipps, 
Mrs.  Ambrose  Monell,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Os- 
good Field,  Mrs.  ^arence  Keene.  Mrs. 
William  Sloane,  Mrs.  Charles  D.  Dickey, 
Mrs.  Bayard  C.  Hoppin,  Mrs.  Edward  3j 
Berwind,  Mrs.  John  Borland,  Mrs.  Wil 
iam  Pollock,  Princess  Troubetzkoy,  Mj 
Edward  Van  Ingen,  Mrs.  Frank  Sturi 
Miss  Maria  de  Barrii,  Miss  Susan  Cutting, 
and  Mrs.  Harry  Peters. 
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f  Plana  are  progressing  for  the  durbar 
hich  is  to  be  given  in  the  grand  ball- 
of  the  Hotel  Astor  on  Monday  even- 


ma*^  the  benefit  of  the  New  York  Asso- 
cisftion  for  the  Blind.  Tha"ttvenl  will 
coni'jiiit  nf  ii n  nntprtainment  in  which 
many  of  the  young  people  of  society  will 
take  part  in  costume  in  scenes  which 
will  be  staged  to  represent  the  coronation 
festivities  at  Delhi,  India. 

The  object  of  the  entertainment  is  such 
that  a  large  number  of  people  prominent 
in  New  York  and  Washington  have  taken 
an  active  interest. 

The  ballroom  will  undergo  a  transfor- 
mation so  as  to  give  as  nearly  as  possible 
the  proper  effect  to  carry  out  the  idea. 
Besides  those  who  will  take  part  in  the 
entertainment  in  Oriental  and  East  Indian 
costumes  several  will  come  to  the  enter- 
tainment as  lookers  on,  many  of  them  in 
parties,  who  will  also  wear  costumes. 

The  durbar  will  consist  of  a  procession 
in  which  all  of  the  guests  will  take  part. 
Some  of  the  women  will  be  seen  as  natives, 
flower  girls,  slaves  and  dancers.  There 
will  be  others  dressed  to  represent  the 
members  of  the  royal  party.  The  men, 
some  of  whom  Will  come  from  Squadron 
A,  will  organize  themselves  into  troops 
of  horsemen,  soldiers,  musicians  and 
natives. 

Special  scenic  effects  will  be  produced 
during  the  procession,  which  is  to  take 
place  at  midnight  and  on  which  electric 
lights  will  be  played. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  evening    the 
various  patronesses  will  hold  a  reception 
at  the  "Gates  of  Delhi,"  these  gates  being 
designed  to  resemble  those  in  India  where 
the  real  ceremonies  took  place.    The  ball- 
room itself  will  be  decorated  in  Oriental 
fashion,  with  tropical  palms  and   flowers 
and  subdued  light  effects.     It  is  planned 
to  introduce  a  number  of  special  features 
before  the  grand  procession  and  the  gen- 
eral dancing  begin.      Here  and  there  in 
the  alcoves  and  rooms  leading  off  the 
main    ballroom    will    be    native    Indian 
dancers  and  musicians,  who  will  perform  j 
from  time  to  time.     Several  of  the  young  j 
men  have  decided  to  come  as  fakirs,  and* 
to  practice  some  of  the  most  bewildering* 
feats  of  East  Indian  magic. 

So  great  has  become  the  demand  for 
real  Oriental  costumes  for  the  durbar  fete 
that  two  women  experts,  Miss  Vivian  Ed- 


waf ds  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Fisher,  have 
becti  kept  busy  for  dt>ys  making  designs. 
Assisting  them  in  the  work  has  been  Rus- 
tom  .Rustomjee,  an  East  Indian  Parsee 
who  with  his  wife  is  visiting  this  country, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rustomjee  will  appear  at 
the -fete  in  full  Parsee  costume.  Judging 
from  the  number  of  orders  received  at  the 
association  lighthouse,  118  East  Fifty- 
ninth  street,  many  society  women  are 
planning  to  wear  gowns  that  will  be  exact 
reproductions  of  some  of  those  worn  by 
native  women  in  the  durbar  at  Delhi. 

There  will  be  several  dinners  given  in 
advance  of  the  fete,  and  at  these  all  will 
appear,  in  the  costumes  which  they  will 
wear  later  at  the  durbar.  Among  those 
giving  dinners  will  be  Mrs.  Frederick  W. 
Longfellow,  Mrs.  Julius  S.  Morgan,  Mrs. 
John  Ross  Delafield,  Charles  Stewart 
Butler  and  Miss  Winifred  Holt. 

For  those  who  are  either  going  to  the 
opera,  dinners  or  the  theatre  earlier  in  the 
evening  and  who  do  not  care  to  wear  cos- 
tumes, there  will  be  ready  a  supply  of  veils 
for  the  women  and  turbans  for  the  men. 

Among  the  patronesses  for  the  event 
are:  the  Mmes  R.  Fulton  Cutting,  J.  Bor- 
den Harriman,  Edward  Ringwood  Hewitt, 
Peter  Cooper  Hewitt,  Herbert  L.  Satterlee, 
De  Lancey  Kane,  Seth  Low,  Henry  Phipps. 
Bradley  Martin,  Jr.,  M.  R.  Sherwood  and. 
Miss  Louisa  Lee  Schuyler  ^ 


for  Benefit  of  the  blind. 

Distinguished    Patrons    and    Patronesses 
of  Durbar  Fete. 

The  Grand  Durbar  Fete  for  the  benefit 
of  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind  will  be  held  in  the  ballrooms  of  the 
Hotel  Astor  on  Monday  evening,  Feb- 
ruary 19,  under  the  patronage  of  Presi- 
dent and  Mrs.  Taft,  the  French  Ambas- 
sador and  Mme.  Jusserand,  the  Brisisli 
Ambassador  and  Mrs.  Bryce,  the  German 
Ambassador  and  Countess  von  Bern- 
storff,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
Mrs.  MacVeagh,  Justice  and  Mrs.  Hughes, 
the  Governor  of  New  York  and  Mrs. 
Dix  and  the  Mayor  of  New  York  and  Mrs. 
Gay  nor. 

The  committee  of  honor  will  be  Mr-. 
Andrew  Carnegie,  Mrs.  Joseph  H.  Choate, 
Mrs.  Robert  Fulton  Cutting.  Mrs.  J. 
Borden  Harriman,  Mrs.  Seth  Low,  Mrs. 
Bradley  Martin,  Jr.,  Mrs.  Herbert  L. 
Satterlee.  Mrs.  Henry  Phipps,  Mrs.  Peter 
Cooper  Hewitt,  Mrs.  Richard  Irwin, 
Mrs.  de  Lan/;ey  Kane,  Mrs.  M  in  turn. 
Mrs.  Junius  Morgan,  Mrs.  Winifred 
Holt    and    Miss    Louisa    Lee    Schuyler. 


Some  of  the  patronesses  are  Mrs.  Will- 
iam K  Yanderbilt,  Mr.;.  J.  Pferpont 
Morgan,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Morgan,  Jr.,  Mrs. 
P.  Morton,  Mrs.  Ogden  Mills,  Mrs. 
raft,  Mrs.  James  Speyer, 
Mrs  William  Church  Osborn.  Mrs.  Jacob 
II.  Sohiff,  Mrs.  [saao  N.  Sehgman,  Mis. 
William  Watts  Sherman,  Mrs.  Lewis  Cass 
Ledyard,  Mrs.  Francis  Lynde  Stetson, 
Mrs.  Anthony  J.  i')rexel,  Jr.,  Mrs.  August 
Belmont,  Mrs.  Stuyvesant  Pish,  Mrs. 
Elbert  H.  Gary,  Mrs.  George  Gould, 
Mrs.  Edwin  Could,  Mrs.  C.  Ledyard 
Blair,  Mrs.  Henry  C^ews,  Mrs.  James 
Roosevelt,  Mrs.  Emil  L.  Boaz,  Mrs.  J  - 
Sergeant  Cram,  Mrs.  John  H.  ^ielin,  Mrs. 
Arthur  Curtiss  James.  Mrs.  Otto  H.  Kahn, 
Mrs.  Harry  Payne  Whitney,  Mrs.  Payne 
Whitney,  Mrs.  M.  Orme  Wilson,  Mrs. 
Charles  Robinson  Smith  and  Mrs.  George 
W.  Perkins. 

On  the  list  of  patrons  are  Dr.  Lyman 
Abbott,  Andrew  Carnegie,  Henry  Waters 
Taft,  Bishop  Greer,  Joseph  H.  Choate, 
St.  Clair  McKelway,  Dr.  Felix  Adler, 
Cleveland  H.  Dodge.  George  A.  Plimpton. 
Henry  Holt  and  Gen.  Charles  F.  Roe. 
Charles  Stewart  Butler  is  chairman  of  the 
floor  committee,  and  acting  with  him  will 
be,  among  others,  Charles  A.  Dana. 
William  Bay  lis,  Jr.,  Stuyvesant  Fish, 
Jr..  Duncan  G.  Harris,  Capt.  Charles  H. 
Wrilson,  Elbridge  Thomas,  W7.  Hebrert 
Adams.  Kenneth  Boardman  and  George 
T.  Brokaw. 

Tickets  for  the  fete  may  be  obtained  at 
$5  each  from  either  the  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  association,  Mrs.  M.  R.  Sher- 
wood, or  from  the  patronesses.  Checks 
should  be  drawn  to  Henry  Morgan  Post, 
treasurer  of  the  New  York  Association 
for  the  Blind,  at  118  East  Fifty-ninth 
street,  where  also  requests  for  boxes 
should  be  made. 

Guests  are  asked  to  wear  costumes  or 
favors  appropriate  for  the  durbar  in 
order  to  help  in  carrying  out  the  idea  of 
the  fete.  ^^ 
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EAGE&   TO  SEE   DURBAR   FETi 


Remaining  Boxes  at  Astor  Benefit  to  B 
Divided  Up  for  Parties. 

There  has  been  a  great  demand  foi 
seats  and  boxes  for  the  Durbar  fete  ii 
aid  of  the  New  York  Association  for  th< 
Blind  which  will  be  held  at  the  Hotel 
Astorne'fct  Monday  night.  In  order  that 
all  who  desire  to  watch  the  fete  may  have 
seats  it  has  been  decided  to  divide  the  re- 


maining  boxes  so  that  small  parties  can 
be    accommodated. 

Among  those  who  have  secured  boxes 
are  Mrs.  Elbert  H.  Gary,  Mrs.  J.  Todhunter 
Thompson,  Miss  Annie  B.  Jennings.  Mrs. 
W.  Ross  Proctor.  Mrs.  Elbridge  T.  Gerry, 
Joseph  Auerbach,  Edward  S.  Harkness, 
Mrs.  Russell  Sage  and  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Cra- 
vath.  Applications  for  boxes  can  be 
made  to  Miss  Winifred  Holt,  118  Eask 
Fiftv-rnnth  street.  *T 


The  durbar  fete  for  the  benefit  of  tne 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 
which  is  to  be  given  in  the  grand  ballroom 
of  the  Hotel  Astor  on  Monday  evening, 
February  19,  will,  it  is  expected,  eclipse 
aji  previous  efforts  in  behalf  of  this  asso- 
ciation. '  Those  .who  remember  the  Re- 
doute  Rose,  the  Bal  de  t6te,  the  Fete 
d' Aviation  and  the  Fete  Valentinienne 
which  have  been  given  in  past  years  will 
see  these  events  greatly  surpassed. 

Nearly  all  of  the  debutantes  of  this  and 
last  year,  as  well  as  many  of  the  older 
people  of  society  who  are  interestedin  the 
benefit  will  dress  in  Oriental  costume. 
The  men  will  grab  themselves  in  costumes 
representing  the  dress  of  all  the  nations 
of  the  world.  They  will  take  part  in  the 
durbar  programme, ^which  is  to  be  a,^e- 
production  of  the  parade  and  ceremonies 
of  the  recent  coronation  festivities  held 
at  Delhi,  India.  The  participants  will 
assemble  at  the  "Dates  of  Delhi,"  which 
is  to  be  the  receiving  station  at  the  en- 
trance to  the  ballroom,  after  which  the 
processiqn  and  other  features  will  be  car- 
ried out. 

There  are  a  number  of  distinguished 
persons  among  the  patrons,  many  of  whom 
are  expected  to  be  present  at  the  fete. 
President  and  Mr3.  William  H.  Taft  head 
the  list.  There  are  also  Gov.  and  Mrs. 
Jokn  A.  Dix,  United  States  Supreme  Court 
Justice  and  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Hughes,  the 
French  Ambassador  and  Mme.  Jusser- 
and,  the  English  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  I 
James  Bryce,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas-  ' 
ury  and  Mrs.  MacVeagh,  Mayor  and  Mrs. 
William  J.  Gaynor  and  the  German  Ambas- 
sador Count  von  Bernstorff  and  Countess 
Bernstorff.  Among  the  members  of  the 
committee  of  honor  are  Mmes.  Andrew 
Carnegie,  J.  Borden  Harriman,  Junius 
S.  Morgan,  Herbert  h.  Satterlee,  Seth 
Low,  Joseph  H.  Choateand  Robert  Fulton 
Cutting. 


Many  official  representatives  from  the 
national  Government,  as  xvell  as  delega- 
tions of  representatives  from  foreign 
countries  will  come  on  from  Washington. 

Ruatom  Rustomjee,  an  East  Indian 
Parsee  who  is  visiting  this  country  "with 
Mrs.  Rustomjee.  will  attend  the  fete  at- 
tired in  full  Parsee  costume.  They  have 
been  giving  many  of  the  society  women 
ideas  for  costumes.  Miss  Vivian  Edwards 
and  Miss  Elizabeth  Fisher,  two  costume 
experts,  have  been  busy  offering  sug- 
gestions and  supplying  designs  for  those 
who  will  wear  durbar  finery. 

The  chief  committee,  consisting  of 
Mmes.  Richard  Irvin,  Putnam  Remsen 
and  Henry  Morgan  Post,  have  the  general 
arrangements  to  look  after.  Mrs. "Joseph 
H.  Hunt  is  working  on  the  plans  for  the 
decorations.  Mrs.  Ernest  Bigelow  is 
attending  to  the  costumes.  Howard  S. 
Borden  has  been  assigned  to  secure  the 
animals  for  the  procession,  and  Miss 
Winifred  Holt  is  taking  care  of  the  appli- 
cations for  boxes.  The  committee  also 
includes  Charles  Stewart  Butler,  who  will 
act  as  chairman  of  the  floor  committee. 
Gen.  Charles  F.  Roe  will  be  marshal -in  - 
chief.  The  others,  forming  members  at 
large,  are  Mmes.  Cass  Gilbert,  C.  Ledyard 
Blair,  J.  Dyneley  Prince,  Junius  S.  Morgan 
and  W.  Fellowes  Morgan,  Jr..  and  Henry 
W.  Goddard,  Charles  Sooysmith  ,  Douglas 
Henry.  C.  Percival  Dietsch  and  William 
W.  Bosworth. 

The  plans  for  the  evening  call  for  the 
reception  at  the  "Gates  of  Delhi"  at  10 
o'clock.  At  11  o'clock  the  grand  pro- 
cession will  pass  in  review  before  the 
patronesses,  who  will  be  seated  on  a  dais 
situated  at  one  end  of  the  room.  The 
costumed  people,  representing  all  the- 
nations  of  the  world,  will  parade  before 
them.  There  will  be  representatives  of 
royalty,  natives,  villagers,  soldiers,* 
hussafs  and  dancing  girls.  Several; 
young  men  will  take  part  dressed  as 
soldiers,  East  Indian  princes  and  natives. 
There  will  be  a  real  baby  elephant  in  the 
procession,  which  has  been  loaned  for  the 
evening  by  the  Hippodrome  manage- 
ment. The  guests  will  be  kept  engaged 
during  the  early  part  of  the  performance 
with  a  programme  of  Indian  juggling  and 
dancing  given  by  pr6fessionals. 

There  will  be  several  dinners  given  in 
advance  of  the  fete  bv  society  at  which 
Durbar  costumes  will  be  worn,  the  dinner 
parties  afterwards  going  to  the  fete. 
Among  those  giving  dinners  will  be  Mmes. 
Frederick  W.  Longfellow,  Junius  S.  Mor- 
gan, John  Ross  Delafield  and  Charles  S. 
Butler  and  Miss  Winifred  Holt. 

A  limited  number  of  tickets  may  be 
secured  from  the  patronesses  and  from 
Mrs.  M.  R.  Sherwood,  executive  secretary,  j 
or  Henry  Morgan  Post,  treasurer. 

Some  of  the  patronesesses  are  Mmes. 
Charles  F.  Roe,  William  Douglas  Sloane, 


President  and  Mrs.  Taft  among  its 
patrons  but  Ambassador  and  Mrs. 
Bryce  and  the  French  and  German 
ambassadors  and  their  suites  are  ex- 
pected to  be  present. 

Britishers,  both  those  by  race  and 
also  by  sympathy,  feel  that  the  fete 
is  bound  to  be  more  or  less  of  a  bur- 
lesque of  the  great  coronation  event 
in  India,  which  was  just  as  important 
in  its  way  as  the  great  scene  in  West- 
minster last  June. 

No  Other  Kind  to  Be  Had. 

"How  could  a  real  Durbar  be  shown 
without  an  elephant?"  was  asked, 
however.  A  circus  elephant  just  had 
to  be  used  because  none  of  the  other 
kind  is  here. 

If  the  Durbar  is  to  be  used  as  an 
event  upon  which  to  base  an  affair 
likr  the  fete  to  be  given  to-night,  the 
solemn  scene  in  the  Abbey  last  June 
when  England's  king  and  queen  Avere 
crowned  might  be  staged,  it  is  point- 
ed out.  And  nobody  would  think  of 
making  a  burlesque  of  that  no  matter 
how  worthy  the  cause. 

Every  person  who  has  raised  the 
voice  of  protest  against  to-night's 
presentation,  io  entirely  in  sympathy 
with  the  cause  for  which  it  is  being 
held.  Many  are  extensive  givers  in 
aid  of  all  work  for  the  blind,  some  are 
enthusiastic  supporters  of  it.  Several 
are  members  of  the  New  York  Asso- 
ciation fjw  the  Blind. 

Disapproval   Expressed. 

ley  had  not  heard  of  the  com- 
sted  plans  for  the  durbar  until  a 
or  two  ago,  and  when  they 
earned  of  the  elephant  and  some  of 
the  other  features  they  expressed 
themselves  as  highly  disapproving. 

But  everything  had  gone  so  far 
that  there  was  no  chance  to  make 
any  important  change  in  the  plans 
without  imperiling  the  success  of  the 
whole  scheme: 

Many,  many  thousands  of  persons 
are  pxpc^tprl  ro  attend  the  Durbar  to 
spp  just  what  a  coronation  is  like, 
whether  in  burlesque  or  otherwise. 


Henrv    Wafers   Tafi  Belmont,  ' 

Edwin  Gould.  George  J-  Gould,  George 
W.  Perkins.  William  Church  Osborn, 
Otto  H  Kahn.  W.  Seward  Webb.  Harry 
Pavne  Whitnev,  Cornelius  \ anderbilt, 
William  V.  8.  Thorne.  Charles  M.  Oelrichs, 
J.  Pi^rpont  Morgan.  Arthur  Curtiss  James, 
E.  Henrv  Harnman,  Charles  E.  Green- 
ough,  J.  Sergeant  Cram,  Sidney  De  Kay, 
Stuvvesant  Fish.  Elbridge  Gerry,  Walter 
B  James,  J.  Warren  Goddard.  Jacob  H. 
Schiff.  Algernon  Svdney  Sullivan,  Orme 
WilsW  Andrew  G  Zabriskie,  William  K. 
Vanderbilt,  John  H.  Ieelin.  John  Henry 
Hammond,  Arthur  M.  Dodge.  W.  Bayard' 
Cutting,  Frederick  A-  De  Peyeter,  John  R. 
Drexel.  Anthony  Drexel.  Jr.,  Lewis  S.' 
Chanler,  John  Claflin,  Archer  M  Hunting- 
ton. Theron  G.  Strong.  Samuel  C.  Vsm 
Dusen,  John  E.  Roosevelt,  Stephen  R. 
Post,  H.  Hobart  Porter.  H.  Fairfield  Os- 
born. Levi  P.  Morton.  J.  Henry  Dick, 
Austen  G.  Fox, Cleveland  H.  Dodge, James 
C.  Colgate,  W.  Bourke  Cochran,  Henry 
Clews,  Frederick  Billings,  Muhlenberg 
Bailey.  John  Turner  Atterbury.  Archibald 
Alexander.  Henry  S.  Glover,  Roy  A. 
Rainey.  Payne  Whitnej*.  David  WTagstaff, 
J.  Kennedy  Tod.  Tracy  Hoppin,  Lewis 
Ca6S  Ledyard,  William  Ross  Proctor,  M. 
Taylor  Pyne,  James  J.  Goodwin,  Ernest 
A.  Bigelow,  H.  Reginald  Bishop,  Luther 
Kountze  and  George  L.  McAlpin.  j 
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PociSty  women  and  debutantes,  dressed  in  Oriental 
costumes  of  every  description,  will  take  part  to-mor- 
row night  in  the  GraTid  Durbar  Fete  for  the  Mind  in 
the  Hotel  Astor.  The  ballroom  will  he  1  Tinifcul  |_ 
provide  an  appropriate  East  Indian  setting  for  the 
procession  of  rajahs  and  rahnees,  princes  and  prin- 
cesses, dancing  girts,  fakirs,  flower  girls  and  native 
magicians,  who  will  parade  through  the  Gates  of 
Delhi  and  around  the  room,  passing  in  review  of 
several  of  the  patronesses  seated  on  a  dais  at  one 
end.  In  one  part  of  the  procession  will  be  a  baby 
elephant  borrowed  from  the  Hippodrome  for  the  oc- 
casion. 

Miss  Winifred  Holt,  who,  as  head  of  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind,  has  had  charge  of  the 
arrangements,  feels  confident  that  the  fete  will  be 
even  more  successful  than  the  entertainments  given 
by  the  association  In  previous  years. 

This  affair  is  given  under  most  dlstlngulsihed  pat- 
ronage, including  the  President  and  Mrs.  Taft,  the 
Ambassador  of  Prance  and  Mme.  Jusserand,  the 
Ambassador  of  Great  Britain  and  Mrs.  Bryce,  the 
Ambassador  of  Germany  and  Countess  Bernstorff, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Mrs.  MacVeagn, 
Justice  and  Mrs.  Hugnes,  the  Governor  and  Mrs. 
Dix   and    the    Mayor   and    Mns.    Gaynor. 


On  the  committee  are  Mrs.  Carnegie,  Mrs.  Joseph 
H.  Choate,  Mrs.  Robert  Fulton  Cutting,  Mrs.  J. 
Borden  Harriman,  Mrs.  Peter  Cooper  Hewitt,  M1.S9 
Winifred  Holt,  Mrs.  Richard  Irvin,  Mrs.  Delancey 
Kane,  Mrs.  Seth  Low,  Mrs.  Bradley  Martin  jr.,  Mrs. 
(Mlntum,  Mrs.  Junius  S.  Morgan,  Mrs.  Henry  Phlpps, 
Mrs.  Herbert  D.  Satterlee  and  Miss  Louisa  Lee 
Schuyler. 

After  the  reception  at  the  Gates  of  Delhi,  which 
is  scheduled  for  the  early  part  of  the  evening,  the 
procession  will  be  drawn  up  under  the  direction  of 
the  floor  committee  on  which  are  George  T.  Brokaw, 
William  Bayliss,  Stuyvesant  Fish  jr.,  Charles  A. 
Dana,  Grosbeck  Fowler,  George  A.  Sullivan  and 
Chalmers  Wood.  At  the  head  of  the  column  will 
march  Major-General  Charles  F.  Roe,  grand  marshal. 
A  touch  of  genuine  Easrt  Indian  color  will  be  sup- 
plied by  the  Parsee  costumes  worn  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rustom  Rustomjee,  who  have  just  arrived  here  after 
attending  the  real  durbar  at  Delhi.  Many  of  the 
costumes  to  be  worn  to-morrow  have  been  designed 
according  to   suggestions  made  by  the  Rustomjees. 

There  will  also  be  in  the  procession  a  company  of 
members  of  Squadron  A  in  full  dress  uniform  as  well 
as  a  company  of  Naval  Reserve  militia. 

Preceding  the  entertainment  many  Durbar  dinners 
will  be  given,  at  which  the  guests  are  requested  to 
appear  in   Oriental  costume. 

Among  the  hostesses  will  be  Miss  Winifred  Holt, 
Mrs.  Charles  S.  Butler,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Morgan,  Mrs. 
John  Ros^s  Delafield,  Mrs.  Frederick  W.  Longfellow 
and  Miss  Jennings. 

To-morrow  afternoon  at  the  Hotel  Plaza  Rustom 
Rustomjee,  the  distinguished  Parsee  scholar,  will 
give  a  lecture,  illustrated  by  stereopticon  pictures  of 
the  Durbar  of  George  V.  at  Delhi:  ^^ 
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DURBAR   FETE   TO-NIGHT. 


Will   Be   Held   at  the    Hotel   Astor    as   a 
Benefit  for   the   Blind. 

The  grand  Durbar  Fete  for  the  benefit 
of  the  New  York  Association  for  the  Bluyi* 
which   includes   among   its   patron^the 
President  and  Mrs.  Taft  and  the  British, 
French   and   German    Ambassadors   and 
their  wives,  is  to  be  held  at  the    Hotc, 
Astor    to-night.     The    Secretary    of    thj 
Treasury   and     Mrs.    MacVeagh,    Justio 
and  Mrs.  Hughes,  the  Governor  of  Ne> 
York  and  Mrs.  Dix  and  Mavor  Gaynor  an 
Mrs.  Gaynor  are  others  of    the  patroi 
who  are  expected  to  be  present. 


I'he  idea  of  i  he  durbar  la  to 

>tunif 
be  obtained  from  Mrs.  M. 
uttve  socretary  of  tl 
i at  ion.  a  nd  boxes  from  Henry  Morg£ 
Post,    treasurer    of    the    association, 
1181  ninth  street. 


YUw    Vo-rk,?  Vt.^f.,   Wla,ll 


OF  TIKI  AT 
BLINDJQURBAR 

Use  of  Circus  Elephant  In  Coro- 
nation Scenes  Arouses  Dis- 
approval of  English  Residents 


The  well-bred  calm  of  English  resi- 
dents of  New  York  was  disturbed  to- 
day when  they  learned  of  the  com- 
pleted arrangements  for  the  durbar 
fete  of  the  Association  for  the  Blind, 
to  be  held'-  at  the  Hotel  Astor  begin- 
ning to-night. 

They  were  told  that  a  trained  cir- 
cus elephant,  svhicfa  regularly  acts  at 
a  local  theatre,  was  a  part  of  the 
programme,  and  saw  in  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding a  possible  burlesque  of  a  se- 
rious and  important  event. 

Ambassadors    Are    Patrons. 

They  took  the  more  umbrage,  pos- 
sibly, because  the  fete  has  the  high- 
est official  sanction,  and  not  only  are 
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FETE  FOR  THE  BLIND  TO-NIGHT. 

n/ieN  at  the  Delhi  Durbar  to  Be   Re- 
^v    produced  in  the  Hotel  Astor. 

The  complete  programme  of  the  Durbar 
Fete,  which  the  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind  will  give  io-night  in  the  Hotel 
Astor,  was  announced  to-day  by  Miss  Wini- 
fred Holt,  secretary  of  the  Association. 
As  soon  as  the  guests,  wearing  Oriental 
costumes  of  every  description,  have  assem- 
bled at  the  gates  of  "Delhi-Manhattan," 
there  will  be  a  blare  of  trumpets,  and  the 
procession,  headed  by  a  three-ton  baby  ele- 
phant, will  start  arounci  the  room,  passing 
before  the  dais,  on  which  will  be  seated 
several  of  the  patrons  and  patronesses 
Heading  the  list  of  those  under  whose  pa- 
tronage the  fete  is  given  are  the  President 
and  Mrs.  Taft. 

The  order  of  procession  and  the  events  o 
the  evening  will  be  as  follows : 
Progress  of  distinguished  guests  from   the  gates  o 
Delhi-Manhattan   to   the  Dais. 

Buglers. 

Royal  carpet  carried  by  pages. 

Boy   Scouts. 

Escort    from    Squadron    A. 

Father    Knickerbocker    with    Miss    Manhattan,    fol 

lowed   by   distinguished   guests,    envoys,   pages, 

royal    guards,     soldiers,     and     sailors. 

Presentation. 

Father   Knickerbocker   receives   gifts   from    Minervj 

Operosa. 

Procession. 

Populace,    buglers,    tumblers,   elephant  and  mahoot 

Oriental   musicians,   dancing  girls,   flower  girls, 

Maharajahs     and     other     potentates     with 

escorts,   soldiers,   sailors,   guards,   etc. 

Graud    Chorus    of    sixty    Oriental    singers. 

Programme    before    the    Dais. 

A  dance   of   light. 

The  Indian  Musician,  Prof.   Inayat  Khan  R.  Pathar 

Gold    medalist.     Highly    patronized   by    H.    H.    Tht 

Nizam,    H.    H.    The   Gaikwar,    H.    H.    The 

Maharaja    of    Mysore,    etc. 

With    his    staff    in    throe   songs  : 

Tillana — Northern    Indian    Song. 

Khiyal — Opera   Singing  of  India. 

Kruti — Southern     Indian    Song. 

The    Wonderful    Oriental    Juggler,    Youna. 

(From    "Kismet"   by   courtesy   of   Messrs.   Harrisor. 

Grey   Fiske  and  Klaw  &  Erlanger.) 

Departure    of    Father    Knickerbocker    followed    bj 

potentates. 

Grand    Marshal,     Major-Gen.     Charles    P.    Roe 


Vie^ui-  ^  ;      r-r^cL 
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BRYCE  SUSPECTED 


« 


A 
SLAP  AT  ENGUND 


First  He  Withdrew  Name  as  Pa- 
tron; Then,  When  Facts  Were 
Explained,  the  Ambassador 
Put  It  Back  Again. 


NEAR  DIPLOMATIC  CLASH 
AT  BENEFIT  FOR  CHARITY. 


Miss    Holt    Official    at    Hotel 

Astor  Affair,  Talks  of  "an 

Absence  of  Humor." 


Set  in  gorgeous  panoply  for  a  Durbar, 
but  threatened  with  being  the  scene  of  a 
diplomatic  drama,  society's  fete  in  be- 
half of  the  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind  traversed  Its  glittering  course 
in  the  Hotel  Astor  ballrooms  last  night 
without  an  elephant  or  militiamen 
mounted  on  hobby  horses  or  &  burles- 
que king  and  queen. 

That  a  most  unpleasant  diplomatic 
drama  was  imminent  did  not  develop 
until  yesterday  afternoon,  although  it 
had  been  brewing  for  several  days  un- 
known to  the  distinguished  patronesses 
of  the  fete,    which  had   been  announced 


as  a  "Grand  Durbar."  ,.The  announce- 
ments also  contained  the  information 
that  tt  was  held  under  the  patronage  of 
President  and  Mrs.  Taft,  the  Ambassa- 
dor of  France  and  Mme.  Jusserand,  the 
Ambassador  of  Great  Britain  and  Mrs. 
Bryce,  the  Ambassador,  of  Germany 
and  Countess  von  Bernstorff,  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  MacVeagh  and  Mrs. 
MacVeagh,  Justice  of  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  Hughes  and  Mrs. 
Hughes,  Gov.  Dix  and  Mrs.  Dix,  Mayor 
Gaynor  fnd  Mrs.  Gay  nor,  and  those 
men  arid  women  in  private  life  whose 
names  are  most  prominent  in  society 
and  business  spheres. 

Bryce's  Xante  Withdrawn. 
The    occasion    thus    took    on    not    a 
little   international    meaning-.     That    it 
was  so  interpreted  first  became  known 
when     a     letter     was     despatched     by 
Courtenay      Walter     Bennett,     British 
Consul-General     in     this    ^'ty,     to    Dr. 
John   H.   Finley,   President   of   the  As-  ] 
sociatiotn    for    the    BtMfid,      1MP*MrWSj 
w8flEa?HW0$H*W,!terms  which  amounted  , 
to  a  peremptory  demand  that  the  name  • 
of    Ambassador    Bryce    be    withdrawn 
as  a  patron  of  the  fete.     It  was  under  j 
instructions    from    Ambassador    Bryce,  j 
conveyed  by  long  distance   phone  from 
Washington,    that    Consul-General   Ben- 
nett   wrote    the    letter   and    sent   it    to 
Dr.   Finley,    who  received  it  late  in   the 
afternoon. 

Ambassador  Bryce  took  this  action 
on  receipt  of  information  that  the  fete 
would  be  a  burlesque  of  the  Durbar, 
and  therefore  an  offense  and  a  travesty 
on  a  ceremonial  held  in  reverence  by 
Englishmen.  Although  the  letter  was 
not  made  public,  it  was  said  to  have 
contained  a  carefully  worded  opinion 
that  if  President  Taft  knew  the  cir- 
cumstances he  also  woufld  withdraw 
his  name. 

Dr.  Finley  communicated  immediately 
with  Miss  Winifred  Holt,  secretary  of 
the  committee  in  charge  of  the  fete. 
Because  of  her  official  capacity,  a  tele- 
gram had  been  addressed  by  Ambassador 
Bryce  to  Miss  Holt,  supplementing  the 
action  he  had  taken  in  the  Bennett  let- 
ter. Dr.  Finley  and  Miss  Holt  used  the 
phone  to  Washington,  in  an  effort  to 
present  the  true  facts  to  the  British 
Embassy,  and  Miss  Holt  sent  the  fol- 
lowing telegram  to  Ambassador  Bryce: 
Miss  Holt's  Telegram. 
Regret  extremely   false  impression. 


Great  car*  has  been  used  through- 
out  to  avoid  anything  undignified  or 
capable  of  misinterpretation.  I  am 
confident  you  would  approve  benefit 
to-day,  and  regret  greatly  you  can- 
not attend. 

Ambassador  Bryce  meantime  had  re- 
ceived from  sources  of  his  own  in  thi9 
city  Information  of  a  nature  similar  to 
that  contained  in  (Miss  Holt's  message. 
He  communicated  immediately  with 
Consul-General  Bennett,  who,  in  ac- 
cordance with  his  chief's  commands, 
notifled  Dr.  Flnley  to  consider  the  Am- 
bassadorial letter  as  df  not  sent.  Thus, 
officially,   the  incident   was  closed. 

There  was  no  representative  of  either 
the  British  Ambassador  or  the  Consul 
General  at  the  fete.  In  fact,  the  only 
foreign  power  represented  up  to  a  late 
hour  last  night  was  Japan.  As  her  rep- 
resentative, T.  Ohta,  acting  Consul  Gen- 
eral, was  present.  Miss  HSolt,  discussing 
the  incident,  said: 

"Ii;  seems  to  me  an  example  of  the 
absence  of  humor  in  Englishmen,  In  a 
type  of  Englishmen,  I  should  say,  be- 
cause Ambassador  Bryce  and  other 
distinguished  countrymen  like  himself 
possess  that  quality  adequately.  But 
Englishmen  oth^r ,  than  Mr.  Bryce  and 
his  colleagues  were  deceived  by  falsa 
information  concerning  the  character 
of  the  fete.  It  may  be  the  trouble  was 
started  by  persons  who  smarted  because 
of  the  fact  that  they  were  not  included 
in  the  list  of  patrons. 

"While  the  plans  for  the  fete  were 
under  discussion  it  was  suggested  to  me 
that  characters  be  employed  to  repre- 
sent the  king  and  queen  in  the  chairs 
on  the  dais.  This  suggestion  was  never 
harbored.  We  were  careful  to  avoid 
adopting  anything  that  would  be  un- 
dignified or  would  offend  the  patriotic 
sensibilities  of  Englishmen." 

In  explanation  of  the  absence   of  any! 
representative     English     diplomat,     Dr.  i 
Finley  said   he  was  told  by  <\>nmil-Gen-  j 
eral    Bennett    that    in    deference    to    the  ' 
memory  of  the  late  Duke  of  Fife   Eng- 
lish    embassies     and      consular     offices 
throughout    the    world    were    observing 
a  period  of  mourning. 

Reproduced  in  Miniature. 
The  fete  was  planned  to  reproduce,  on 
a  relatively  small  scale,  the  brilliant 
procession  and  ceremonies  witnessed 
last  November  in  Delhi,  when  the 
princes  of  India  and  their  retainers 
p'edged  allegiance   to   King  George  and 


Queen    Mary.      The   grand    ballroom    of 
I  fote!  .Astor  was  splendidly  arrayed 
lie  event. 
At  one  end  was  a  raised  dias  covered 
with  a  green   canopy  and  reached  by   a 
flight   of  four  steps  covered  by  a  price- 
less Oriental    carpet  loaned    for  the  oc- 
casion.     The    dias    was    modelled    after 
that   of   the  one   at   the   Durbar.     On   it 
were  two  Btate  chairs  for  the  occupancy 
-^not  of  a  king  and  queen,  mind  you — of 
Father    Knickerbocker   and    Miss    Man- 
hattan. 

Preceded  by  buglers,  a  genuine  royal 
carpet  carried  toy  pages,  by  a  battalion 
c.-f  Boy  Scouts,  and  a  detacihment  from 
Squadron  A,  the  pseudo-royalties  ap- 
peared at  the  "Oate  of  Del-hi'*— this  mod- 
elled after  the  originaii  gate— and  took 
their  places  on  the  dias. 

Father  Knickerbocker  and  his  rpgal 
consort  were  attended  by  envoys,  pages, 
royal  guards,  soldiers  and  sailors.  Giifts 
lavished  upon  them  were  presented  by  a 
Minerva  Operosa,  Thus,  in  miniature, 
were  presented  scenes  such  as  actually 
took  place  at  the  Durbar. 

Hobby  Horses  Cat  Out. 

As  originally  planned,  a  three -ton 
elephant  promised  for  the  occasion  by 
a  local  theatre  was  to  have  been  a 
feature  of  the  procession  which  passed 
before  the  dais.  There  were  also  to  be 
hobby  horses  ridden  by  members  of  I 
Squadron  A. 

In  view  of  the  attitude  taken  by  Am- 
bassador Bryce,  it  was  decided  at  the 
last  moment  to  dispense  with  elephant 
and  horses,  thus  expurgating  gome  of 
the  realism  which,  it  was  thought, 
would  attend  their  participation.  In 
fact,  Miss  Holt  summoned  into  council 
a  distinguished  Parses,  Rustomyee,  who 
Is  sojourning  in  JXew  York,  and  "who 
witnessed  the  Durbar  in  Delhi.  He  went 
through  the  programme,  detail  by  de- 
tail, and  -with  license  to  strike  out  any- 
thing that  he  thought  in  the  slightest 
objectionable  It  was  agreed  that  should 
his  censorship  prove  drastic,  the  fete 
would  be  turned  into  an  Arabian  nights' 
ball. 

Rustomyee  put  the  "kibosh"  on  the 
elephant  and  the  horses,  (but  otherwise 
left  the  programme  as  it  had  been 
planned   originally. 

The  Bryce  incident  was  known  to  few 
outside   the  officials  of  the  fete,    s^ 
brilliancy     of     the     occasion     *'as     not 
dimmed.     It    was   10    P.    DC    before 
ciety's    host    beg-an    assembUng,    and    it 
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was  nearly  midnight  before  tihe  pro- 
cession passed  Through  the  Delhi  gate 
and  the  dais  was  oocupled.  At  that 
hour  the  two  tlere  of  boxes  were  filled 
with  social  leaders  of  New  York  and 
Newport.'  In  the  foyers  skirting  the 
dancing  floor  there  was  a  continuous 
promenade  of  the  younger  set.  The 
young  men  wore  turbans  of  yellow. 
and  purple.  Tunica  of  lurid  hue  cov- 
ered  their  evening  clotfhes. 

•Some  had  tinted  their  faces  with 
cosmetics  to  assume  the  swarthiness 
of  Indian  princes.  Glittering  orders, 
purchased  at  extravagant  prices  at  the 
booths    over    which     society     favorites 

ded,  twinkled  on  the  men's  ooats. 
9  of  women  were  in  fancy  dress 
or  wore  favors  appropriate  for  the 
Durbar.  Costly  robes  of  India  silk 
were  used  extensively.  The  clink  of 
anklets  could  be  heard  as  dancers  used 
the  floor  preceding  the  ceremonials. 
One  of  served  w?s 

.    as    3 

tish  lass  with  short  skirt  and 
''.ght-futing  bodice.  Several  harem 
costumes  with  pantaloon  skirts  were 
seen. 

Militiamen  Wore  Tnrbani, 
The  Boy  Scouts  and  Squadron  A  men 
wore  yellow  or  red  turbans.  The  pro- 
cession made  a  circuit  of  the  ball  room, 
then  halted  while  Father  Knicker- 
bocker and  Miss  Manhattan  were  en- 
tertained with  oriental  diversions.  A 
group  of  girls  participated  in  a  "Dance 
of  Light,"  music  for  which  was  fur- 
nished by  Prof.  Inayat  Khan  It.  Patban 
and  his  native  orchestra.  There  fol- 
lowed three  Indian  songs,  and  juggling 
by  an  Indian  engaged  from  a  New  York 
theatre.  General  dancing  followed  the 
ceremonials. 

The  Committee  of  Honor  which  as- 
sisted in  receiving  was  composed  of 
Mrs.  Andrew  Carnegie,  Mrs.  Joseph  H. 
Choate,  Mrs.  R.  Fulton  Cutting,  Mrs.  J. 
iF.orde.n  liarriman,  Mrs.  Edward  Ring- 
wood  Hewitt,  Mrs.  Peter  Cooper  Hewitt, 
Mis*  Winifred  Holt,  Mrs.  Richard  Ir- 
vin,  Mrs.  De  Dancey  Kane,  Mrs.  Seth 
Dow,  Mrs.  Bradley  Martin  jr.,  Mrs.  Min- 
turn.  Mrs.  Henry  Phipps,  Mrs.  Herbert 
L.  Sarterlee  and  Miss  Douisa  Dee 
Sohuyler. 
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Gordons  Picture  of  the 
Far  East  Is  Given 
in  Aid  of  the  Blina 
at  "Durbar  Fete" 

More  Than  2,000  Persons  Wit- 
ness Brilliant  Scene  in  Ball- 
"oom  of  Hotel  Astor. 


lost  at  the  gates  of  New  York  city's 
ft  Durbar  celebration,  which,  under  the 

itronage  of  President  and  Mrs.  Taft  and 
many  other  notable  persons,  last  night 
caused  the  ballroom  of  the  Hotel  Astor  to 
be  transformed  into  a  gorgeous  picture  of 
the  Far  East,  an  unpleasant  situation  in- 
volving the  British  Ambassador  and  Mrs. 
Bryce  was  narrowly  averted.  The  fete 
was  under  the  auspices  and  for  the  benefit 
of  the  New  York  Asscciation  for  the 
Blind. 

At  the  last  moment  Ambassador  Bryce 
notified  Miss  Winfred  Holt  and  Dr.  John 
H.  Finley,  president  of  the  College  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  through  Mr.  Courtenay 
Walter  Bennett.  British  Consul  General  'in 
this  city,  that  he  could  not  permit  the  use 
of  his  name  and  that  of  Mrs.  Bryce  as 
among  the  patrons  of  the  affair. 

No  official  explanation  of  Mr.  Bryce's 
temporary  objection  to  the  use  of  his 
name  and  that  of  his  wife  has  been  made, 
but  it  was  intimated  that  the  Ambassa- 
dor for  a  time  looked  upon  the  affair  as 
a  travestry  on  the  recent  Delhi  Durbar 
and  a  fete  not  likely  to  be  considered  com- 
plimentary to  England.  Telegraph  and 
telephone  messages  immediately  were 
sent  both  by  Miss  Holt  and  Dr.  Finley  to 
the    British    Ambassador    explaining    the 


object  of  t).  ,d  at  the  last  moment 

Mr.  Bryoe  withdraw  his  objection  and  his 
name   was   continued   among   those    under 
whose   patronage  the    unique    celebration 
conducted. 
To    make    complete    the   realism    of    the 
picture  there  was  a  real   Indian   elephant, 
fearfully  and   wonderfully   caparisoned. 
Foreign    Knihns.Nieis  Represented. 
The     fete      was     given     under     notable 
patronage.     President  and  Mrs.  Taft,  who 
attended   the    congress   of   the  association 
last  year,  headed  the  list,  and  there  were 
the  names  of  Governor  and  Mrs.  Dix,  Mr. 
James  Bryce,  the  Ambassador  from  Great 
Britain;  the  Irrench  Ambassador  and  Mrs. 
Jusserand;    the  German  Ambassador  and 
Countess  von  Bernstorff;  Justice  and  Mrs. 
Hughes,   Mr.   and  Mrs.   Herbert  L.   Satter- 
lee   and   Mmes.   Andrew   Carnegie,    Joseph 
H.   Choate,   Seth  Low,  R.   Fulton   Cutting, 
J.  Borden  Harriman,  Peter  Cooper  Hewitt, 
Richard    Irvin,    De    Lancey    Kane,    Henry 
Phipps,  William  K.  Vanderbilt,  W.  Seward 
Webb,  Harry  Payne  Whitney,  J.  Pierpont 
Morgan,  Jr.;   Otto  H.   Kahn,   Arthur  Cup* 
tiss    James;     F.     Gray    Griswold,     Edwin 
3ould,  .Stuyvesant  Fish,  J.  Sergeant  Cram, 
John  Claflin,  W.  Bourke  Cockran,  William 
iV.  Bayard  Cutting,  James  Speyer,  Stephen 
it.     Post,     George     W.     Perkins,     William 
Douglas  Sloane,  John  H.  Iselin,  James  F.  j 
).    Lanier,    Ogden   Mills,    Charles   M.    Oel- 
ichs,    John    R.    Drexel,    John    Ross    Dela- 
leld,  Frederick  A.  De  Peyster,  Arthur  M. 
">odge,   George  J.   Gould,   H.   Hobart  Por- 
2i\  J.  Henry  Dick,  August  Belmont,  John 
'urner   Atterbury,    Luther  Kountze,   Paul 
».      Cravath,      Henry      Clews,      Frederick 
illings,  Charles  Robinson  Smith,  M.  Orme 
/ilson,     Walter    S.     Gurnee,     Charles    E. 
reenough.    E.    Henry    Harriman.    Sidney 
e  Kay,  Walter  B.  James,  G.   Henry  War- 
in,  Roy  A.  Rainey  and  E.  Clarkson  Pot- 
r. 

Several  of  the  foreign  embassies  in  Wash- 
gton      were      represented,      the      official 
sitors  including  the  Vicomte  and  Vicom- 
sse  Benoist  d'Azy,  the  Vicomtesse  being 
1   American    woman,    as    well    as   repre- 
ntatives  of  Japan  and  Persia.  And  then, 
'  course,  there  was  a  general  background 
society,  some  of  the  box  holders  being 
r.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Auerbach  and  Mmes. 
dwin  A.   Wicks,   Adolph  S.   Ochs,   James 
Roosevelt,    Elbridge   T.   Gerry,    Elbert   H. 
Gary,    Seth    Low,    Felix    Warburg,    Peter 
Cooper  Hewitt,  Joseph  Todhunter  Thomp- 
son,   Frederick   Ferris   Thompson,   Russell 
Sage,  Edward  S.   Harkness,  Bradley  Mar- 
tin.   Jr.:    J.    Dyneley    Prince,    Edward    D. 
Adams,  Prescott  Hall  Butler  and  Stephen 
R.  Post. 

Durbar  In  Miniature. 
Naturally   it   was   the   durbar  in    minia- 
ture—even   the   elephant,    loaned    for    the 


MR.  HENRY  M.  POST,  MS.  CHARLES  S.  fcUTLEt 
MISS    WINIFRED   HOLT,  MR.  WALTER.  R^. 
JONES    AND  MP.  AND  MRS.  RUSTOM 
RUSTOMJEE.. 


evening  by  the  Hippodrome  management, 
was  a  little  fellow  in  the  elephant  line. 
So  much  of  the  modernness  of  the  ball- 
room as  was  possible  was  hidden  behind 
decorations  typical  of  the  Orient  At  the 
entrance  were  the  "Gates  of  Delhi"  oh  a 
small  scale,  and  there  the  curious  public 
was  received  by  a  motley  company  of 
Orientals,  some  of  them  being  real.  These 
formalities  took  place  at  ten  o'clock,  and 
when  everybody  bad  been  seated  came 
"the  durbar." 

'  A  column  was  drawn  up  by  the  com- 
mittee in  charge— Messrs.  George  T. 
Brokaw,  William  Baylis,  Stuyvesant  Fish, 
Jr. :  Charles  A.  Dana,  Grosbeck  Fowler, 
George  H.  Sullivan  and  Chalmers  Wood, 
Jr.— with  a  squad  of  Indian  soldiers  in  the 
lead.  Then  came  the  elephant.  Major 
General  Charles  F.  Roe  was  in  the  line 
as  grand  marshal,  and  variety  was  given 
to  the  picture  by  the  presence  In  the  line 
of  members  of  Squadron  A  in  their  dress 
uniforms,  some  naval  reserves,  a  com- 
pany of  the  Governor's  Foot  Guards,  of 
Connecticut,  representatives  of  the  An- 
cient and  Honorable  Artillery  Company, 
of  Boston,  and  some  of  our  own  Old 
Guard. 

Some  of  the  real  natives  of  India  in  the 
line  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rustom  Rustom- 
jee,  who  are  Parsees,  now  visiting  in  New 
York.  Much  time  and  labor  had  been  ex- 
pended on  the  decorations  by  a  committee 
that  Included  Mrs.  French  Vanderbilt,  Mr. 
i Joseph  H.  Hunt,  Mr.  John  W.  Alexander, 
Mr.  Albert  Herter  and  Mr.  V.  Everit 
•Macy. 

The  spectacular  line  circled  several 
times  about  the  ballroom,  and  then  passed 
in  front  of  a  raised  dais  where  the  "royal 
party"  sat  in  review.  Then  the  royal 
party  left  the  platform,  giving  way  to  a 
troup  of  Eastern  dancers.  There  were 
fifty  dancers  and  singers,  with  Princess 
Sita  Dei,  now  appearing  in  "Kismet,"  as 
the  central  figure.  For  nearly  half  an 
hour  they  presented  a  brilliant  spectacle, 
finishing  with  "The  Dance  of  Light." 
Some  Indian  jugglers  brought  the  stage 
performance  to  a  close,  and  then  the 
Orient  and  the  Occident  met  on  the  ball- 
room floor  to  the  music  of  twentieth  cen- 
tury two-steps  and  waltzes. 

Many  dinners  preceded  the  fete,  and  in 
the  parties  were  many  of  the  debutantes 
of  the  winter.  Among  those  giving  din- 
ners were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Auerbach, 
Miss  Winifred  Holt,  Mrs.  Frederick  W. 
Longfellow,  Mrs.  Junius  S.  Morgan  and 
Mrs.  John  Ross   Delafleld. 
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Action  Due  to  Belief  That  Durbar 
Was  To  Be  Burlesqued. 
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HONE  STRAIGHTENS  THING 


Entertainment  of  Association  for 

Blind  Came  Near  Being 

Upset  by  Letter. 

The  plans  of  the  New  York  Association 
for  the  Blind,  which  held  an  entertainment 
at  the  AStSP^Sast  night,  came  near  being 
upset  because  word  was  received  that  Am- 
bassador Bryce  desired  that  he  and  Mrs. 
Bryce  be  stricken  from  the  list  of  patrons 
of   the  affair. 

Mr.  Bryce* s  action  was  due  to  the  fact  , 
that  certain  Englishmen  had  been  shocked 
at  learning  that  the  durbar  planned  by  the 
association  was  to  be  a  burlesque  of  the 
recent  crowning  at  Delhi  of  the  English 
monarchs  as  Emperor  and  Empress  of 
India,  and  that  an  elephant  from  a,  local  ! 
showhouse  was  to  be  taken  into  the  ball- 
room  and  paraded  about  in  imitation  of  the 
splendor  that  accompanied  the  real  durbar. 

As  soon  as  word  was  received  of  Mr. 
Bryce'8  sentiments,  Dr.  John  H.  Finley,  of 
the  arrangements  committee,  and  "Winifred 
Holt,  secretary  of  the  assocation,  got  Into 
communication  with  the  British  Ambas- 
sador by  long  distance  telephone.  They 
explained  that  no  travesty  of  the  •  Durbar 
was  intended,  and  that  there  would  be  no 
characters  representing  the  English  rulers 
in  the  pageant.  Upon  this  information  Mr. 
Bryce  withdrew  his  letter,  saying  that  it 
was  to  be  considered  as  never  having  been 
written,  and  was  pleased  to  have  his  name 
and  Mrs.  Bryce's  remain,  as  patrons 

"Oh,  you  nice  reporters  must  not  make 
anything  of  this,"  Miss  Holt  said.  "There 
is  really  nothing  to  it.  I  have  just  heard 
also  that  the  dear  elephant  can't  be  pres- 
ent to-night.  No  doubt  this  whole  thing 
was    started    by    some    one    who    was    not 


asked  to  be  a  patron.  Our  Intentions  were 
to  present  only  a  simple  bit  of  nonsense- 
no  travesty  of  anything." 

To  support,  this  last  assertion  Miss  Holt 
read  the  following  lines  from  the  revised 
programme,  disowning  all  authorship  ©f 
the  verse  for  herself: 

No    durbar   have   we, 
A.  fete  from  over  sea 
Soldiers    had    they — so    we 
Music  to   gladden   our  hearts, 
Start   to  present   their  parts 
\nd  when  this  all   is  o'er, 
Gladden   your  hearts  once  more 
For   in   treading   a   measure 
Absorbed    In    our  -  pleasure. 
We  help  the  blind  to  see.' 

And  so,  to  quote  another  poet,  a  British 
•one,  it  was:  "Humble  ye,  my  people,  and 
be  fearful  in  your  mirth!" 

And  as  to  the  elephant,  he  also  seemed 
to  yield  to  the  same  poet's  notion  of  tbe 
respect  due  to  a  king;  "In  the  name  of  the 
Emperor  of  India,  make  way,  oh,  lords  of 
the  jungle,  wherever  you  may  roam"— for 
he  surely  made  way  last  night  and  did  not 
roam  about  the  ballroom  of  the  Hotel 
Astor, 

After  all  the  excitement  and  explanations 
the  Manhattan-Delhi  Durbar  came  off  as 
planned,  exce*pt  that  the  elephant  and  some 
hobby  horses  were  left  out.  The  pro- 
gramme had  been  carefully  scrutinized  by 
Parsee  Rustom  Rustom.iee,  who  said  that 
there  was  nothing  sacrilegious  or  objec- 
tionable  in  it.  Nevertheless,  the  committee 
stood  ready  to  change  the  affair  to  an 
Arabian  Nights  ball  at  the  last  minute. 
This,  however,  was  unnecessary,  and  the 
grand  procession  from  the  gates  to  the 
throne   took   place. 

First  there  were  the  buglers  from  the 
naval  militia  and  Squadron  A,  ornamented 
with  red  and  yellow  turbans  and  with 
sashes  wound  gaudily  about  their  uniforms. 
The  royal  carpet  carried  by  eight  pages 
came  next,  and  an  escort  of  Boy  Scouts, 
also  with  turbans  and  sashes.  Father 
Knickerbocker  and  Miss  Manhattan,  who 
occupied  the  throne,  were  escorted  by  mem- 
bers of  Squadron  A  (again  the  turban  and 
sashes  to  show  that  they  were  Orientals) 
and  a  heterogeneous  collection  of  envoy», 
pages,  royal  guards,  soldiers  and  sailors. 

There  was  a  presentation  of  gifts  from 
Minerva.  Operosa,  and  then  more  of  the 
populace,  buglers,  tumblers  and  all  the 
population  of  an  Indian  city  at  Durbar 
time,  with  a  chorus  of  sixty  members. 
Professor  Inayat  Khan  R.  Pathan  and  his 
staff  gave  three  Indian  songs,  and  Youna, 
the  Oriental  juggler  with  "Kismet,"  gave 
an  exhibition.  It  had  been  expected  that 
Father  Knickerbocker  would  be  too  staid 
a.n  old  party  to  wait  for  the  dancing  of 
the  Princess  Sita  Devi,   but  Miss  Manhat- 


tan    persuaded    him    to    remain    while    this 
young  person  performed  in  a.  way  which  la 
lready  familiar  to  the  theatregoing  public. 
The  general  dancing    began    before    the 
>rooesslon     to     the     dais     and     continued 
Lfterward  until  litte  in  the  morning.    Many 
>f  those  on  the  floor  affected  Oriental  dress, 
^here  were   not  a  few   hai-em    skirts,   and 
some   that  were   considerably   short,   while 
there  was  more  than  an  abundance  of  glit- 
tering ornament,  but  of  odd  or  queer  danc- 
ing thero  was  a  noticeable  lack,  whether' it 
was  of  the  kind  that  comes  from  the  Orient 
or  the  Barbary  Coast. 

In  fact,  the  chief  excitement  of  the  Dur- 
bar was  before  the  event  and  in  counting 
the  receipts  afterward.  ^      J 
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TO  INSPECT  WORK  OF  BLIND. 

In   its   "Lighthouse"  at  118  East.  Fifty. 


ninth  street,  Manhattan,  the  "^PPT^York 
Association  for  the  Blind  w\ll  hold  the 
first  of  a  series  of  teas  this  afternoon. 
On  every  Thursday  afternoon  throughout 
Lent  the  association  will  hold  a  similar 
reception.  Invitations  have  been  ex- 
tended to  a  number  of  prominent  women 
who  are  interested  in  this  work  that  they 
nmy  inspect  the  blind  artisans  at  their 
tasks.  Basket  Waving,'  clothweaving, 
lrathercarving  and  similar  industries  car- 
ried on  by  blind  children  and  adults  will 
be  shown. 

Mrs.  Junius  S.  Morgan  will  act  as 
hostess  today.  The  committee  on  invita- 
tion, which  has  charge  of  these  recep- 
tions, has  for  its  members  Mrs.  Edward 
R.  Hewitt,  Mrs.  Richard  Irwin,  Mrs. 
Junius  S.  Morgan,  Miss  Winifred  H^lt 
and  Mrs.  Seth  Low. 
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URGE  STATE  AID  FOR  BLIND. 

Magazine  Cal4***8"~1V!eeting  to  Support 
Bill   for  a   Commission. 

A  meeting  of  the  blind  men  of  New 
Yo|ft  City  will  be  held  next  Saturday  eve- 
ning- at  8:30  o'clock  in  the  offices  of  the 
Matilda  Zeigler  Magazine  for  the  Blind, 
250  West  Fifty-fourth  Street,  to  discuss 
a  movement  to  support  the  passage  of  a 
bill  before  the  Legislature  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Commission  for  the 
Blind  and  an  appropriation  of  $40,000  a 
year  to  be  spent  m  the  interest  of  the 
adult  blind  of  the  State. 

Letters  have  been  sent  out  by  the 
magazine  urging  all  its  blind  readers  to 
attend  the  meeting.  The  letter  calls  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  similar  commis- 
sions in  other  States  have  accomplished 
much  good.  No  salaries  are  provided  for 
the  Commissioners,  whose  work  would 
mainly  consist  of  the  handling  of  funds* 
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KCall  to  the  Blind. 
Matilda  Zicgler  Magizine  fi-r  (he 
Blind,  a  monthly  publication,  free  to  the 
blind,  printed  in  raised  type  and  main- 
tained by  Mrs.  William  Ziegler,  ha* 
asked  the  blind  men  of  the  city  to  attenc 
a  meeting  at  the  offices  of  the  maga>  me 
250  West  Fifty-fourth  street,  on  Saturday 
March  2,  to  discuss  the  appointment  o\ 
a  commission  for  the  blind.  There  is  t 
bill  before  the  Legislature  that  calls  foi 
the  appointing  by  the  Governor  of  i 
commission  of  five  members,  two  of  whom 
shall  be  blind.  No  salary  is  to  be  paid 
but  the  State  is  asked  to  appropriate 
$40,000  a  year  to  be  spent  by  the  com- 
mission for  aiding  the  adult  blind.  A 


- 


BrENDWORKERS  favor    * 
INDUSTRIAL  INQUIRY  BILL 

Ajjm&Wuz  of  the  bljnj]  and  of  those 
Jsted  in  their  welfare  will  be  held 
to-night  at  the  office  of  Ziegler's  Maza- 
rine, 250  West  Fifty-fourth  street,  to 
adopt  resolutions  favoring  the  bill  now 
in  the  state  legislature  to  create  a 
commission  for  the  study  of  industrial 
conditions. 

The  measure  carries  with  it  an  ap- 
propriation of  $40,000  for  research  pur- 
poses, but  the  commissioners  will  re- 
ceive no  salary.  The  legislation  has 
the  approval  of  all  those  who  have 
studied  the  problem  which  the  man 
deprived  of  his  eyesight  must  face. 

The  object  of  the  commission  would 
be  to  aid  the  blind  to  help  themselves. 
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APPROPRIATION  FOR  BLIND  CUT 

Senate    Committee's    Action    Learned 
at   Meeting  of  Afflicted   Persons. 

When  a  meeting  was  being  held  last 
night  in  the  offices  of  the  Ziegler  Maga- 
zine for  the  Blind,  in  No.  250  West  Fifty- 
fourth  street,  a  telegram  was  received 
from  Albany  announcing  that  the  bill  in- 
troduced in  the  State  Senate  several 
weeks  ago  to  create  a  commission  and 
appropriate  $40,000  for  the  benefit  of  the 
blind  in  tins  State  had  been  amended  by 
the  Senate  Finance  Committee  and  the 
amount  reduced  to  $25,000.  The  message 
also  said  the  number  of  blind  persons 
proposed  for  the  commission  was  cut 
from  two  to  one  and  that,  as  amended, 
the  bill  provides  a  commission  of  five, 
one  of  whom  must  be  hlhid. 

Thirty  blind  men  and  five  blind  women 
attendee!  the  meeting,  which  resolved  It- 
self Into  a  lengthy  discussion  that,  lasted 
three  hours.  W.  G.  Holmes,  manager  of 
the    magazine,    presided.     The    bill    in    Its 


orlgrlnal  shape  probably  would  have  been 
approved  by  those  present,  but  on  account 
of  the  amendments  tacked  on  yesterday 
action  on  the  measure  was  deferred 
pending  the  receipt  of  the  amendments 
However,  Holmes  was  authorized  to  send 
a  letter  to  the  supporters  of  the  bill  in 
Albany  advising  them  that  the  blind 
persons  of  Manhattan  are  in  favor  of  the 
commission  and  approve  the  attempt 
■being:  made  to  give  relief  for  the  blind 
throughout  the  -State,  but  that  the  bill  in 
its  entirety  could  not   be   indorsed. 

In  the  discussion  it  was  said  there  are 
6,200  •'blind  persons  in  this  State,  of  whom 
2,300  live  in  the  five  boroughs  comprising 
this  city.  It  was  said  Massachusetts  has 
appropriated  $40.000»  for  improving  the  con- 
dition of  the  blind.  Ohio  $60,000  and  Mary- 
land $10,000.  Six  years  ago  New  York  set 
aside  $5,000  for  a  commission  to  investigate 
the  condition  of  the  blind  in  this  Stat.-. 

The  bronze  statue  that  was  presented 
ov  5,000  blind  persons  in  this  country  to 
Mrs.  Matilda  Ziegler,  who  gives  $25,000 
each  year  to  pay  the  expense  of  the  mag-. 
azine  bearing  her  name,  was  on  exhibi/ 
tion. 
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M  TO  AID  BUND 
TO  EARN  A  LIVING 

» 

Hundred  of  Sightless  Name  Commit- 
tee and  Indorse  Purposes  but  Not 
All  Provisions  of  Bill. 


It  was  announced  yesterday  that  at  a 
meeting  on  Saturday  night  in  the  offices 
of  the  Ziegler  Blind  Magazine,  No.  250 
West  Fifty-fourth  street,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  bring  about  legislation  to  bet- 
ter the  condition  of  the  adult  blind.  A 
resolution  was  adopted  indorsing  the  pur- 
poses expressed  in  a  bill  introduced  in  the 
Legislature  calling  for  the  appointment  of 
a  commission  to  aid  the  blind. 

The  bill  as  introduced  provided  for  the 

appointment    of    five     members,     two     of 

whom  it   was    stipulated   should   be   blind 

I  men,    and   called   for   an  appropriation   of 

I  $40,000.    In  a  discussion  of  the  measure  it 


was   brought    out    that   amendments    pro- 
for    the    appointment    of    only    one 
man  and  a  reduction  of  the  appro- 
priation to  126,000. 

The  meeting  was  arranged  by  Walter  G. 
Holmes,  manager  of  the  Ziegler  Magazine, 
to  determine  the  sentiment  of  the  blind 
folk  in  New  York  regarding  the  bill.  Near- 
ly one  hundred  of  the  readers  of  the  maga- 
zine took  part  in  a  discussion  which  lasted 
until  midnight.  Unqualified  indorsement 
of  the  measure  did  not  meet  with  the 
unanimous  approval  of  those  at  the  meet- 
ing, and  it  was  finally  decided  to  adopt  a 
resolution  expressing  approval  of  the  idea 
of  aiding  the  blind  as  contained  in  the  bill. 

"The  committee  was  appointed,"  said 
Julius  Stern,  of  No.  644  Columbus  avenue, 
a  manufacturer  who  is  blind,  "to  co- 
operate with  the  blind  men  up  State  and 
arrange  for  satisfactory  legislation.  It 
is  not  the  purpose  of  the  bill  now  in  the 
Legislature  to  distribute  money  to  the 
blind.  The  measure  provides  for  men  who1 
will  see  to  it  that  blind  men  receive  em-  ■ 
ployment  which  will  not  make  them  ob- 
jects of  charity.  If  the  commission  would 
establish  shops  "were  the  blind  could  work 
the  products  could  be  sold  and  the  pro- 
ceeds used  to  maintain  the  shops." 

Benjamin  Bernstein,  a  blind  proof- 
reader employed  on  the  Ziegjer  Magazine, 
said:— "Many  of  the  blind  are  employed 
in  piano  factories  as  tuners.  Blind  per- 
sons have  made  considerable  success  at 
this  employment.  To  have  a  commission 
that  would  train  the  blind  and  find  era- 
nt  would  be  a  great  step  forwardjj 


BUND  FAVOR  A  COMMISSION 

■  Board- V^ulrf  Sell  Products  and 
Find  Employment. 

Tho  blind  men  of  N^ew  York  fit  v.  at  a 
m^etirt?  v>Hd  »n  the  offices  of  "The  MMilda 
Ziesder  Maara^ne."  unan'mously  fielded  to 
support  the  bill  now  before  the  Leg's'ature 
providtes  f'->r  a  commission  for  the  adult 
blind  of  this  state. 

The  stete  provides  f6r  the  education  of 
blind  children,  but  not  for  adults.  Among 
other  duties,  such  a  commission  would  buy 
materials  needed  by  the  blind  !n  their 
work  at  wholesale  prices  and  sell  them  at 
cost.  The  board  would  be  required  to  keep 
a  complete  list  of  the  blind  of  the  Bft 
who  number  over  sixty-two  hundred,  to- 
gether with  a  record   of  their   occupations 


and  financial  condition.  Also,  the  commit 
sion  would  have  to  arrange  for  the  sale  of 
articles  made  by  the  blind  and  see  to  it 
that  they  found  employment. 

Similar 'commissions  in  other  states  de- 
monstrate that  with  opportunity  the  blind 
become  a  source  Of  revenue  to  the  r-tate, 
instead  of  a  drain  upon  it. 

The  bill  now*  pending  in  the  Legislature 
provides  for  a  commission  of  five,  two  of 
whom  shall  be  blind,  and  an  appropriation 
of  $23,000  to  be  used  for  furthering',  the 
work  of  the  blind. 


r  A    HELPING   THE  BLIND. 

If  the  State  of  New  Yoihwiun  afford 
to  spend  $900,000  for  its  exhibit  at  the 
San  Francisco  celebration  of  the  open- 
ing- of  the  Panama  Canal,  as  a  bill  now 
pending  proposes,  the  Legislature  can 
afford  to  pass  Senator  Burd'-s  bill  creat- 
ing a  commission  to  study  and  report  on 
industrial  conditions  among  the  blind. 
That  measu'fc  i?^akes  an  appropriation  of 
ouly  ,$40,000,  and  the  commission  to  be 
appointed  under  it  would  serve  without 
pay. 

Among  all  its  many  charitable  institu- 
tions New  York  has  none  to  help  the  in- 
dividual who  goes  blind  after  reaching 
maturity.  The  New  York  State  School 
for  the  Blind  at  Batavia  teaches  and 
cares  for  blind  children.  The  New  York 
Institution  for  the'  Blind  in  this  city, 
which  receives  state  aid,  does  a  similar 
work.  These  unfortunates,  on  reaching 
maturity,  have  been  prepared  for  some 
useful  occupation  at  which  they  can  sup- 
port themselves.  The  average  adult  who 
goes  blind,  if  relatives  or  friends  cannot 
care  for  him,  is  almost  certain  to  be- 
come an  object  of  charity  for  a  time  at ( 
least."  There  are  private  associations 
which  teach  the  adult  blind  broom 
making,  chair  caning  and  similar  crafts 
by  which  they  can  earn  wages,  but  not 
all  such  organizations — and  they  are  too 
few — are  as  successful  as  that  one^in 
Buffalo  through  whose  efforts  a  paying 
broom  making  enterprise  was  built  up  by 
and  for  the  blind.  The  Burd  bill  was  in- 
troduced to  permit  the  commission  to  be 
created  under  it.  to  study  the  number  of 
cases  of  blindness  in  the  state  among 
persons  of  an  age  permitting  them    to 


■work,  to  Investigate  occupations  and 
conditions  of  work  suitable  for  the  blind 
and  to  devise  some  comprehensive  plan 
by  which  the  state  might  aid  its  blind 
citizens  to  become  self-supporting  rather 
than  objects  of  charity.  It  has  the  sup- 
pott  of  workers  among  the  blind  and 
familiar  with  the  problem  eon- 
fronting  the  sightless.  It  should  be 
passed.  ^ 


Wen.  5„  A  IX. 

St^ialor  Kurd's  bill  providing  for  State 
aid  for  tlie  adult  blind,  passed  the  Son- 
ate  last  night  and  there  is  a  reasonable 
probability  that  favorable  action  Avill  fol- 
low in  the  Assembly.  It  is  understood 
that  the  Governor  has  expressed  his  will- 
ingness to  sign  the  bill  oil  its  passage. 
The  measure  is  a  purely  humanitarian 
one,  and  there  should  be  no  obstruction 
interposed  to  its  becoming  a  law. 

The  provisions  of  the  Burd  bill  are  for 
the  establishment  of  a  New  York  State 
board  for  the  blind  to  consist  of  five 
persons  appointed  by  the  Governor,  one 
of  whom  shall  be  blind,  to  act  as  a  bureau 
of  information  and  to  establish  one  or 
more  schools  for  industrial  training  and 
workshops  for  the  employment  of  those 
thus  afflicted.  An  expenditure  of.  $40,000 
is  authorized  by  the  bill. 

It  would  appear  that  the-  State  has 
been  somewhat  dilatory  hi  extending  as- 
sistance to  one  of  the  most  unfortunate 
classes  of  its  citizens.  No  pretense  of 
aiding  the  adult  blind  has  yet  been  made. 
The  measure  is  one  which  must  be  com- 
mended by  all  fair  minded  citizens  of  the 
state  and  if  the  bill  is  enacted  into  law, 
credit  to  its  author,  free  from  partisan 
bias^i^hMHT  i  (ended.  J 
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THE  BIRU  nuMj*- 

is  the  true  and   striking  remark 


of  ^Ke  Tribune  that  if  a  State  can 
afford  to  spend  $900,000  for  its  exhibit 
at  San  Francisco  in  celebration  of 
the  Panama  Canal  opening,  the  Legis- 
lature can  afford  to  pass  Senator 
Burd's  bill  for  a  commission  to  study 
and  report  on  the  industrial  conditions 
among  the  blind 

Senator  Burd's  argument  is  un- 
answerable. He  sees  what  has  been 
lamented  by  friends  of  the  blind  for 
many  years— that  no  provision  is  made 
for  industrial  training  for  the  blind 
after  they  are  grown  up.  All  institu- 
tions for  the  blind  are  for  children, 
none  for  adults.  The  workshop  in 
'  this  city  that  is  conducted  by  the  blind 
and  whose  work  is  so  much  admired, 
has  suggested  to  Senator  Burd,  no 
doubt,  the  bill  which  he  has  the  honor 
of  having  presented  and  which  bears 
his  name. 

The  work  done  in  Buffalo  by  the 
blind  has  attracted  attention  through- 
out the  State,  for  the  enterprise  in 
this  city  is  probably  the  most  success- 
ful one  and  it  is  to  the  satisfaction  of 
those  who  have  backed  it,  that  the 
blind  are  found  amply  capable  in  half 
a  dozen  industries,  some  of  them  even 
of  comparatively  delicate  handicraft. 

Nothing  but  good  can  be  spoken  of 
Senator  Burd's  bill,  especially  since 
the  commission  it  creates  would  be 
that  of  study  and  possibly  of  limited 
experiment,  but,  at  any  rate,  nothing 
but  good  can  be  spoken  truthfully  of 
so  admirable  a  measure.  Indeed,  there 
are  many  who  regret  exceedingly  the 
proposal  of  the  State  to  spend  five  o| 
six  times  as  much  on  the  San  Frar 
Cisco  fair  as  it  spent  on  the 
American  within  our  own  State. 
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INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 


MUST 


Bill  Now   Before  State  Legislature 
Aims  to  Assist  Unfortunates. 

Watkina  Express. 

Senator  Burd,  of  Buffola,  has  intro- 
duced a  bill  providing  for  the  creation 
of  a  permanent  commission  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  improve  the  condition  of 
tJhe  adult  l>Un«J  of  this  .shite,  ill  »nay 
not  be  generally  known  that  there  ar> 
at  least  5}000  blind  persons  in  New  York 
state,  and  that  15  percent,  of  this  num- 
ber, or  nearly  four  thousand  lost  their 
sight  after  they  became  of  full  age. 
While  the  slate  makes  ample  provision 
for  the  education  and  industrial  train- 
ing of  its  young  blind,  littJo  or  nothing 
has  ever  been  done  to  assist  the  aduH 
blind. 

It  is  to  meet:  the  needs  of  this  i 
that  Senator  Burd's  bill  is  designed,  and 
while  the  plan  is  not  entirely  new  Sen- 
ator Burd  is  tire  first  public  official  who 
has  given  this  question  his  personal  en- 
dorsement and  brought  it  to  the  atten- 
tion of  our  law-making  body  in  such 
a  way  as  to  command  for  it  the  con- 
sideration and  earnest  co-operation  cf 
a'H  who  are  interested  in  this  great 
work.  For  years  t'he  board  of  managers 
of  the  State  School  for  the  Blind  at  Ba- 
tavia  has  recognized  the  importance  of 
such  a  step  and  several  years  ago  was 
largely  instrumental  in  securing  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  census  of  the  blind  of 
the  state.  The  data  thus  obtained  fur- 
nished the  basis  for  Senator  Burd's  bill, 
and  revealed  conditions  which  fully  justi- 
fy the  expenditure  necessary  to  the 
carrying  out  of  the  proposed  legislation. 

That  blindness  is  no  bar  \<>  success 
has  long  been  an  accepted  truth.  In  al- 
most every  field  of  endeavor  men  and 
women  without  sight  are  found  who  a  re 
making  good..  One  sits  to-day  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States.  Another  is 
superintendent  of  education  for  the  state 
of  South  Carolina:  a  third  is  agent  of 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture for  the  state  of  Mississippi,  and 
some  two  or  three  veal's  ago,  an  Amer- 
ican by  birth  and  education,  was  knight- 
od   by   King   George.     They  are  in  the 


work  shop  and  on  the  farm,  in  business 
and  professional  life.  They  are  teachers, 
clergymen,  lawyers  and'  physicians,  and 
in  nearly  aM  the  walks  of  life,  high  or 
low,  they  are  spelling  success.  What 
man  has  clone  man  can  do.  With  Sen- 
ator Burd's  bill  enacted  into  a  law  the 
door  of  hope  will  open  wide  to  thou- 
sands of  unfortunates  who  now  sit  in 
idleness  and  despair,  and  the  blind  of 
this  and  other  stales  will  learn  to  speak 
his  name  with  rtspeet  and  reference. 
At  the  monthly  meer.'ng  of  the  board 
of  managers  of  the  State  School  for  the 
Blind,  held  In  Bat.ivia  February  15lh 
the  following  resolution  was  unanimous- 
ly adopted: 

'"Resolved,  that  the  superintendent 
and  the  entire  board  of  managers  of  the 
State  School  for  the  Blind  at  Batavia, 
N.  Y.,  having  carefully  considered  the 
"bid  now  before  the  Legislature  at  Al- 
bany, entitled  'An  act  to  establish  a 
stare  board  for  improving  the  condition 
of  the  blind  of  the  state  of  Now  York,' 
introduced  in  the  Senate  by  Hon.  George 
B.  Burd,  and  in  the  Assembly  by  Hon. 
Clarence  MaeGregor,  and  all  cecogiiz- 
iiiix  the  greater  importance  and  practi- 
cal benefits  of  tins  bill  to  ihe  blind  of 
our  state: 

"That  this  hoard  heartly  endorse  the 
said  bill  and  record  our  approval  there- 
of, and  unanimously  recommend  its  pas- 
sage. 

"That  we  support  this  'hill  at  all  hear- 
ings and  at  every  opportunity  that  may 
be  offered  to  point  out  the  merits  there- 
of and  emphasize  the  need  of  a  stave 
board  as  therein  provided. 

"That  a  copy  hereof  be  sent  to  Gov- 
ernor Dix  and  tiach  member  of  the  Leg- 
islature." 
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rlinq  ciftf  -s  jrynrj  at  WORK 


Exhibition  in 
^^     Shou 

That  blind 


Grand  Central  Palace  to 
v  Their  Talents. 

women  can  do  hundreds 
of  things  which  the  average  person 
would  think  them  incapable  of  will  be 
demonstrated  at  the  Woman's  Indus- 
trial Exhibition  to  be  held  in  Grand 
Central  Palace,  March  1 1-2;;. 


The    New    York    Association    for    the 
Blind    will    have    a    large    exhibit    with 
a     number     of     blind     girls     at     work, 
>roducing    works     of    art    and    useful 
objects   In    a  manner   superior   to    that 
if  many  skilled  workmen  who  possess 
sight. 
A  meeting  of  the  executive  commit- 
'tee  of  the  association  was  held  yester- 
day and   plans   were   perfected   for    the 
display.     Miss  Winifred  Holt,   the  sec- 
retary,   and    others    connected    with    it 
are  expending  great  effort  to  make  the 
exhibit  an  interesting  one.    Miss  Helen 
Keller,      who     is     probably     the     most 
famous    blind    woman    living,    is    vice- 
president   of    the   society,   and   is  most 
enthusiastic    over   the   project. 
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Industrial  Show  Under  Auspices  of  New 
York    Association     for     Blind     Will 
Continue  for  a  Week. 

•♦ . 

That  blind  women  can  do  hundreds  of 
things  of  which  the  average  person  would 
think  them  incapable,  will  be  demon- 
strated at  the  forthcoming  Woman's  In- 
dustrial Exhibition  of  the  New  York  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind  to  be  held  in  Grand 
Central  Palac«l«BW(li*llSWBfc  14  to  March 
23.  Blind  girls  will  be  seen  at  work  pro- 
ducing works  of  art  and  of  practical  use 
in    a   manner   superior    to   that    of   many 


skilled  workmen  who  possess  sight. 

The  programme  was  perfected  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
association  held  yesterday  at  the  New 
York  headquarters.  Miss  Winifred  Holt, 
secretary  of  the  association,  and  Miss 
Helen  Keller,  probably  the  most  famous, 
blind  woman  living,  and  vice  president  o^ 
the  society,  are  both  enthusiastic  over  th<^ 
project.  Fancy  and  plain  weaving  of  rugs/ 
carpets,  garments  and  fine  embroidery  will 
be  shown.  Also  the  cutting,  sewing  ana' 
fitting  of  gowns  by  blind  women.  Sightj 
less  typewriting  and  dictagraph  work  wilr 
be  shown. 

The  Association  for  the  Blind  is  co< 
operating  with  ten  other  leading  woman's 
organizations  to  make  the  Woman's  Inf 
dustrial  Exhibition,  of  which  Mrs.  Nelson 
Herrick  Henry  is  directress,  a  success,    / 


z  f  ^ ,  vu  ^.  >  j^t***^ 


~VVUa^r^ -^     51.  M\SL 


TO  SEE 


URLS  AT  WORK. 


Exhibition  at  Grand  Central  Palace  to 
Show  What  They  Can  Do. 

That  blind  women  can  do  hundreds  of 
things  of  which  the  average  person  would 
think  them  incapable  will  be  demon- 
strated at  the  Woman's  Industrial  Exhi- 
bition, to  be  held  in  Grand  Central  Palace 
this  week.  The  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind  will  have  a  large  exhibit,  show- 
ing blind  giii-s  producing  works  of  art  and 
useful  objects  in  a  manner  superior  to 
that  of  many  skilled  workmen  who  possess 
sight. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee of  the  association  yesterday  at  head- 
quarters in  this  city  arrangements  were 
perfected  for  the  dishplay.  ^— 
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'     BLIND-etRL  IN  SENATE. 


Sits  by  Conway  as  Bill  to  Aid  Sight 
iess    Children    ls--Passsd. 


\S£ecial  to    The  Xeiv   York    Tit 
[MAXY,    March    12.  —  A    lii 


lines. 

ALRNT,  March  12.  —  A  little  blind 
girl  sat  at  the  side  of  Lieut.  Gov.  Con- 
way to-day  as  the  Senate  passed  a  bill 
permitting  the  International  Sunshine  So- 
ciety to  take  care  of  sightless  children 
under  the  age  of  S  years.  The  child, 
who  Tor  a  time  was  a  conspicuous  figure 
in  the  Capitol,  is  Rachel  Askenas,  of 
Greek  parentage  and  7  years  old.  Through 
the  care  of  the  society  she  has  become 
proficient  as  a  piano  player  and  can  also 
operate  a  typewriter.  She  will  be  edu- 
cated to  become  a  teacher  of  blind  chil- 
dren. 

There  is  at  present  no  State  institution 
for  the  care  of  blind  infants,  and  the 
Sunshine  Society  desires  to  care  for  them 
up  to  the  age  when  they  may  be  sent  to 
the  State  institutions.  Mrs.  Cynthia  West- 
over  Alden,  President  of  the  National 
society,  and  Mrs.  John  D.  Whish  of  the 
local  society  called  to-day  on  Gov.  Dlx 
to  obtain  his  co-opciation  in  behalf  of 
the  bill.  j 
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Women  to  Take  Part 


In  Industrial  Exhibitio 


That  blind  women  cnn  do  hundreds  of 
things  which  the  average  person  would 
think  them  incapable  of  doing  will  be 
demonstrated  at  the  Woman's  Industrial 
Exhibition  that  will  open  in  Grand  Cen- 
tral Palace  tomorrow.  The  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind  will  have  a 
large  exhibit,  with  a  number  of  blind 
girls  at  work,  producing  works  of  art 
and  useful  objects  in  a  manner  superior 
to  that  of  many  skilled  workmen  who 
possess  sight.  Miss  Winifred  Holt,  secre- 
tary of  the  association,  and  others  con- 
nected with  it  are  expending  great  ef- 
fort  to   make    the   exhibit   an   interesting 
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Mrs.  Henry  F.  Dimock. 

Director     Woman's     Industrial     Exhibition. 


the  report.  "Send  us  your  concert,  theatre 
and  lecture  tickets.  Lend  us  your  carriages, 
yachts,  motors  and  country  places.  We 
can  make  good  use  of  them— and  won't 
hurt  them.  Use  our  blind  menders  of  um- 
brellas and  clocks.  Employ  our  blind 
tuners.    There  are  none  better." 


FOR  THE  BLIND. 


Fifth  Anual  Report  Issued  by  Nexw 
York   Association. 

The  fifth  annual  report  of  the  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind  was  issued 
yesterday  and  contains  among  other  in- 
teresting: features  a  review  of  the  work 
accomplished  by  the  association  during 
the  five  years  (if  its  existence.  Starting 
with  an  unreliable  list  of  1,000  names  of 
supposedly  blind  persons  it  has  listed 
10,000  oases  and  has  come  into  touch 
with  approximately  7,000  Wind  in  this 
city.  Through  its  efforts  the  work  of 
preventing  blindnoss  has  now  become  in- 
ternational in  its  scope. 

The  association  has  placed  130  blind 
children  in  the  public  schools  of  the  oily, 
obtained  amendments  to  the  education 
law  making  the  education  of  blind  chil- 
dren compulsory,  published  the  "Search- 
light/1 the  first  magazine  for  blind  chil- 
dren in  this  country;  opened  the  first 
classes  in  this  State  for  blind  men  and 
women,  wiiere  they  could  be  educated 
without  being  taken  from  home  ties,  and 
started  *be  first  workshop  in  the  State 
for  blind  men — with  the  exception  of  one 
small  broom  shop  in  Brooklyn — where 
16.803  chairs  and  207.421  brooms  have 
been  made.  The  receipts  were  $74.486.2,' 
and  the  wages  paid  to  the  men  were  $41,- 
337.30. 

Included  in  the  report  are  extracts  from 
the  speeches  of  President  Taft.  Governor 
Dix  and  Joseph  H.  Choato,  delivered  at 
the  laying  of  the  cornerstone  of  the  asso- 
ciation's new  Lighthouse,  in  East  Fifty- 
ninth  street,  last  December.  The  report 
contains  many  interesting  photographs  of 
blind  adults  "at  work  and  blind  children 
at  play.  The  report,  which  was  prepared 
under  the  direction  of  Miss  Winifred 
Holt,  the  secretary  of  the  association,  is 
of  book  size  and  contains  many  excellent 
illustrations.  J 


one.  Miss  Helen  Keller  is  vice  president 
of  the  society  and  is  most  enthusiascic 
'.  .er  the  project. 

JTancy  and  plain  weaving  of  rugs,  car: 
pets,  garments,  beadwork,  knitting,  or- 
namental bags,  pillows,  fine  embroidery, 
etc.,  will  be  shown.  Another  feature  will 
be  the  cutting,  sewing  and  fitting  of 
gowns  by  blind  women.  Artistic  basket 
making  also  is  to  be  included.    How  corn- 


Mrs.  Nelson  Herrick  Henry. 
President    Woman's    Industrial    Exhibition. 


petent  the  sightless  can  become  at  type- 
writing and  dictagraph  work  'will  oe 
shown.  One  of  the  association's  trainod 
operators  will  show  how  she  can  type 
with  phonographic  dictation  considerably 
faster    than   the    average   stenographer. 

The  Association  for  the  Blind  is  co- 
operating with  ten  other  leading  woman's 
organizations  to  make  the  Woman's  In- 
dustrial Exhibition  of  which  Mrs.  Nel- 
son Herrick  Henry  is  director,  a  \huge 
success. 
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'«HAT  THE  BLIND  NEED. 

Your  Heart  in  the  rrfWuaf  JTift  as  Grate- 
ful to  Them  as  Money. 

A  record  of  the  work  whi<  h  Die  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind  has  been  doing 
in  the  five  years  of  its  activity  appsars  in 
the  report  of  the  association,  out  yes ':<orday. 
Miss  Winifred  Holt,  secretary  of  tli3  asso- 
ciation, tells  of  the  many  things  whi<  h  blind 
people  in  New  York  have  learned  to  do 
under  the  care  of  the  association,  he-w  many 
have  become  self-supporting,  and  what  all 
New  York  can  do  to  help  the  work  of  the 
teachers  of  the  blind. 

"We  can  use  anything,"  says  Miss  Holt, 
"from  a  pair  of  old  shoes  for  the  wardrobe 
to  a  million  dollar  check." 

The  Lighthouse,  which  is  at  118  East 
Fifty-ninth  street,  is  getting  ready  for  its 
new  building1  President  Taft  laid  the  corner- 
stone 6t  this  structure  list  December. 
ft  is  at  ill  East  Fifty -ninth  street,  directly 
across  from  the  present  Lighthouse.  Speak - 
ng  of  this  building  Miss  Holt  say?  that  the 
3ite  is  mortgaged  for  $40,000  and  that  the 
issociation  is  short  840,000  in  its  building 
fund. 

"This    building,"   says    Miss    Holt,    "will 

>e  larger  than  our  present   one   and  must  > 

ntail  greater  running  expenses.     We  have 

ot  the  necessary  money  to  run  it,  and  yet 

,  is  none  too  large  lor  the  work  that  we 

Actually    do     and    which    need,-?    doing    so 

Irgently.      We    need    $60,000    for    running 

e\  nouses  and  to  extend  and  do  our  work 

properly   in   Greater   New    York.     And   to 

extend  the  work  throughout  the  State  we 

must  have  at  least  $35,000  annually  for  the 

next    rive    years.     We   want   more   money 

because    we    want    to    do    more    work  and 

better  work." 

Miss  Holt  speaks  of  the  need  for  a  gym- 
nasium and  a  swimming  pool,  remarking: 
"It  is  an  old  saying  that  the  battle  of  Water- 
loo  was   won   on   the   playgrounds   of  the 
English   public   schools;  it  is   probably  no 
ue  that  the  battle  for  the  emancipa- 
tion of  the  blind  must  be  won  in  their  gym- 
nasium, swimming  pools  and  playgrounds*. " 
The  treasurer's  report  shows  that  $136,500 
was  given  to  the  work  of  the    association 
and  for  its  new  building    last  Tear,     the 
blind   men's   workshop   brought  in   $20,500 
more— in  iive  years  the  sale  of  articles  made 
by   blind  people  came  to  $80,200— and  the 
lind  women  earned  Si, 140  also. 
The  report  has  many  illustrations  show- 
g  the  manifold  kinds  of  work  done  by  the 
.ssociation,  some  of  it  of  a  practical  sort, 
ike    broom   making   and   basket  weaving, 
nd  some  for  the  social  betterment  of  blind 
en  and  women. 

Miss  Holt  suggests  that  there  are  other 
vavs  of  helping  the  association  than  bv 
sending  cash  contributions.  "Give  us 
lowers,  fruit,  candy  and  old  clothes,"  says 
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fifth  report,  just  published,  of 
few  York  Association  for  the  Blind, 
icluded  a  review  of  the  noble  *wWfr 
>f  this  organization  during  the  five  years 
since  it  was  founded.  The  summary  of 
its  helpful  activities  is  impressive  and 
appealing.  Nobody  can  turn  over  the 
pages  of  this  report,  with  its  many  il- 
lustrations, without  being  amazed  at  the 
ingenuity  with  which  ways  have  been 
found  for  the  blind — both  children  and 
adults — to  occupy  themselves  usefully. 
To  quote  only  one  figure,  the  sales  of 
articles  made  by  the  blind  in  the  Asso- 
ciation's workshop  have  amounted  to 
nearly  $75,000.  But  the  range  of  this 
charity  is  so  wide  that  it  cannot  be 
made  self-supporting,  and  must  depend 
upon  the  gifts  of  those  interested.  Mo- 
ney is  at  present  urgently  needed  to 
complete  the  new  "Lighthouse,"  of  which 
President  Taft  laid  the  corner-stone  last 
December.  For  the  information  of  any 
of  our  readers  who  may  feel  moved  to 
inquire  into  this  efficient  philanthropy 
and  to  aid  it,  we  add  that  its  offices  and 
salesroom  are  at  No.  118  East  Fifty- 
ninth  Street. 
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^SKS    HELP    FOR    THE    BLIND. 
To  the  Editor  of  The  Tribune. 

Sir:  The  Tribune  has  done  much  to  make 
the  work  of  this  astoOation  possible  and 
we  are  very  grateful,  but  I  hope  that  we 
may  make  still  another  draft  on  your  kind- 
Wss. 

Although  we  have  acted  as  a  life  saving 
and  training  station,  the  receipts  from  our 
sale  of  blind  work  have  been  in  five  years 
$80,26106,  and  we  have  come  personally  In 
contact  with  over  7,000  blind  people. 


We  are  still  in  urgent  need  of  money  to 

finish   the  new  lighthouse,   the  cornerstone 

of    which    President   Taft   laid,    and   funds 

running    expenses    and    to    extend    the 

vork. 

We    can    only   get   the    money    which    we 

I   if  the  press  will  <:all  the  attention  of 

the    public    to    the    report    which    is    being 

sent  out  and  to  our  poverty. 

Hoping    that    this    earnest    request    made 

on  their  behalf  may  not  be  in  vain,  I  am, 

with   high   appreciation   of  your  past   help, 

WINIFRED  HOLT, 

ccretary    the    New    York    Association    for 

the    Blind.     . 
New  York,   March   11,   1912. 


Steps  Taken  to  Avert  Blindness 
and  Aid  Afflicted  Told  in  Report 


THE   LIGHTHOUSE    WATCHDOG, AND 
THE  TWO  C3UE5T5  IN  THE  LAMP  ROOM 


New  York  Association  Makes  Public' 

What  It  Has  Accomplished  in 

Five  Years  of  Existence. 


The  fifth  annual  report  of  the  New  York 
Association  for  'the  Blind  was  issued  yes- 
terday and  contains  among  other  interest- 
ing features  a  review  of  the  work  ac- 
complished by  the  association  during  the 
five  years  of  its  existence.  Starting  with 
an  unreliable  list  of  1,000  names  of  sup- 
posedly blind  persons  it  has  listed  10,000 
cases  and  has  come  into  touch  with  ap- 
proximately 7,000  blind  in  this  city. 
Through  its  efforts  the  work  of  preventing 
blindness  has  now  become  international  in 
its  scope. 


A    bLlND  QUACDIANOF  SK3HTEO 
QIRLS 

The  association  has  placed  130  blind  chil- 
dren in  the  public  schools  of  the  city,  ob- 
tained amendments  to  the  education  law 
making,  -the  education  of  blind  children 
compulsory,  published  the  Searchlight, 
the  first  magazine  for  blind  children  in 
this  country;  opened  the  first  classes  in 
this  State  for  blind  men  and  women,  where 
they  could  be  educated  without  being 
taken  from  home  ties,  and  started  the 
first  workshop  in  the  State  for  blind  men— 
with  the  exception  of  one  small  broom 
shop  in  Brooklyn— where  16,803  chairs  and 
207,421   brooms  ihave  been  .made.     The   re- 


ccipts   wore  J74.486.25,   and   the  wages  paid 
to  the  men  were  $41, 337.30. 

Included  in  the  report  are  extracts  from 
the  speeches  of  President  Taft,  Governor 
Dix  and  Joseph  II.  Choate,  delivered  at 
the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  -the  asso- 
ciation's new  Lighthouse  in  East  Fifty- 
ninth  street,  last  December.  The  reporf, 
contains  many  interesting  photographs  of 
blind  adults  at  work  and  blind  children  at 
play.  The  report,  which  was  prepared  un- 
der the  direction  of  Miss  Winifred  Holt, 
the  secretary  of  the  association,  is  of  book 
size  and  contains  many  excellent  illustra- 
tions. 
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Exhibition  Showing 

That  Woman 

\cmd  Work  Begin 

With  Like  Letters 

By  Nixola  Greeley-Smith. 

Every  person 
who  wants  to 
feel  .  that  woman 
is  her  own  ex- 
cuse for  being, 
and  that  she  is 
not  merely  the 
|  corollary  of  that 


first  and  self-evi- 
dent theorem  of 
the  universe-—, 
man — should  give 
a     few    moments 


;o  the  Woman's  Industrial  Exposi- 
tion, which  opened  last  night  in  the 
fraud  Central  Palace,  and  which  will 
>ontinue  until  March  23. 

This  exposition  is  intended  to  rep- 
resent the  work  done  by  women  all  over 
the  world  from  the  twelfth  century  to 
he  opening  at  7  P.  M.  yesterday. 


Wonderful  Accomplish- 
ments by  the  Blind, 
One  Being  Swift  and 
Accurate  Typewriting 
Performed  by  a  Girl 
Sightless  From  Birth. 

I  There  are  priestly  vestments,  embrold- 
red  in  convents  of  the  time  when 
[eloise  took  the  veil.  There  is  an  ex- 
position of  costume  which  Includes 
court  gowns  once  the  property  of  Marie 
le  Medicis  and  of  the  Empress  Jo- 
sephine. There  are  exhibits  from 
women  farmers,  women  workers  in 
metals  and  precious  stones,  women 
weavers  and  makers  of  pottery,  women 
illuminators— women  who  make  cameos, 
others  who  design  dolls'  dresses  for  a 
living,  makers  of  hand-made  furniture 
and  hand-tooled  leathers. 

In  fact  the  exposition  endeavors 
to  show  everything  that  has  been 
done   by   women   since   the   human 
race     made     the     discovery     that 
woman  and   worfc   begin   with  the 
same  letter  of  the  alphabet. 
I    don't    think    I     ever    realized    how 
synonymous   women  and   work   may   be 
till  I  saw  Miss   Grace  E.   Keator  type- 
writing a   letter   to    Mrs.    John  A.   Dix. 
Miss  Keator  was  seated  at  her  machine 
in   the   booth  devoted   to   the   exhibit  of 
the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind, 
and  so  accurate  and  swift  was  her  type- 
writing that  I  did  not  realize  till  I  was 
told  by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  asso- 
ciation that  she  is  totally 'blind. 
SHE     IS    A     STENOGRAPHER    AS 
WELL. 
Through  a  simplified  shorthand,  which 
includes   only    six   points,    read    by    the 
iBraille   system.   Miss  Keator  is  able   to 
Jake  dictation  rapidly,  and  as  a  stenog- 
rapher and  typewriter  earns  $14  a  week 
despite   her   blindness. 

"All  typewriters  to-day  learn  to  oper- 
ate their  'machines'  by  the  touch  sys- 
tem," she  told  me,  "so  that  blindness  is 
not  a  handicap  so  far  as  typewriting  is 
concerned." 

Miss  Keator  is  President  of  the  Mjnd 
Woman's  Cluib  of  New  York,  ffhJJPh  had" 
elghtegp^rffWl'^HWPIPHJJB  T<TCt  year 
where  leotures  were  delivered  under  the 
au'splces  of  the  Board  of  Education. 


Another  Interesting  feature  of  the 
exhibit  of  the  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind  were  sightless  women  weavers 
spinning  as  busily  and  successfully  as 
Penelope  herself.  These  blind  women 
thread  their  own  looms,  and  many  of 
them  have  become  entirely  self-support- 
ing as  the  result  of  their  skill  in  making 
rugs  and  hangings. 

ILITTLE   MOTHERS'  ASSOCIATION 

r  SPLAY. 

One  of  tae  most  interesting  features  of 

the  exposition  is  tihe  display  of  the  Little 

Mothers'     Association,     of    which    Mrs. 

Clarence    Burns    is    President.     In    the 

gayly  decorated  booth,  which  represents 

ubership  of  5,000  little  girls  of  the 

tenements,  remarkaJMe  exhibits  of  setw- 

ing  and  laundry  work  done   by  twelve 

and     thirteen     year     old     children     are 

sho'WJi, 

Incidentally,    ona    realize    that 
the  Little  Mothers  have  pinned  to 
earth   that  phantasm   of  the  poli- 
tician, the  full  dinner  paiL 
"Little  Mothers  will   show  visitors   to 
the  Exposition  how  to  provide  and  pack 
a  full  dinner  pail  for  father  at  a  total 
cost  of  eight  cents,"  said  Mrs.  Clarence 
Burns.    "Our  little  girls  are  taught  how 
to  make   the   coffee,    the  bread  for   the 
meat    sandwiches    and    the    apple  cake 
which    fills    the    dinner    pail.     And    we 
teach  them   that  if  they   know  how  tq 
give    their    fathers    enough    nourishing 
food  in  the  dinner  pail  the  sa."oons  will 
lose  a  lot  of  custom." 

Exhibits  of  economical  dinners  cooked 
by  the  Little  Mothers  are  on  view,  and 
an .  apparatus  for  sterilizing  milk  de- 
vised by  the  Little  Mothers'  cooking 
teacher  Is  shown.  The  cheapest  steri- 
lizing apparatus  sold  in  New  York 
stores  costs  $1.79,  but  any  poor  mother 
with  a  baby  can  learn  how  to  reproduce 
its  essential  features  at  a  cost  of  55 
cents. 

EXHIBIT  BY  THE  GEORGE  JUN- 
IOR REPUBLIC. 
The  George  Junior  Republic  has  an 
exhibit  of  clothes  and  laundry  work  and 
rolls  and  wafers  made  by  its  girl  citi- 
zens. This>- industrial  republic  of  girls 
and  boys  at  Freeville,  N.  Y.,  is  devoted 
unequivocally  to  equal  suffrage  and 
equal  rights,  and  the  showing  made  by 
the  girls  is  worthy  of  this  broad-mind- 
ed platform. 

The  George  Junior  Republic  was 
founded  on  the  principles  that  a  boy  or 
girl  may  break  a  law,  and  not  be,  neces- 
sax-ily,     what    is    known    as    "bad"    or 


"criminal;"  that  a  boy  or  girl  who  com- 
mits an  offense  against  social  or  civic 
laws  is  possessed  of  many  of  the  quali- 
ties—courage, leadership,  self-reliance, 
will— which  if  rightly  directed  will  make 
the  strongest  character  and  the  best 
citizens;  and  that  to  separate  a  child  who 
lias  b^-ven  fc*P  law,  ££  wno  ls  criminally 
inclined,  or  an  unmanageable  child, 
from  normal  environments  and  commit 
him  at  an  impressional  ase  fdr  -a  defi- 
nite period  to  an  institution  where  he 
is  thrown  in  constant  contact  with  the 
hardened  criminal,  will  never  prepare 
him  for  the  problems  and  responsibilities 

-^Ti_Ilfe  ar)ci  citlzensniP- 

Citizen.?  of  the  Republic  are  received 
from  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  superin- 
tendents of  schools,  judges  of  juvenile 
courts,  societies,  guardians.  &c,  as  well 
as  from  parents;  but  no  on*  can  be 
sentenced  to  the  Republic!  It  is  not  a 
criminal  institution,  but  a  group  of  little 
households  or  homes  where  boys  and 
girls  learn  to  be  self-supporting,  useful 
citizens. 


SHOWING    WORK    OF   WOMEN    IN 
UNUSUAL   LINES. 

One  of  the  most  popular  exhibits  at 
the  exposition  is  the  booth  devoted  to 
showing  the  work  of  women  engaged 
in  unusual  occupations.  This  ibooth  con- 
tains, among  many  other  things,  a 
miniature  stage  equipped  with  elaborate 


scenery  and  footlights  where  a  per- 
formance is  'being  .  given  continuously 
by  the  costume  manikins  of  Miss  Ad- 
rienne  Brugard,  who  makes  a  specialty 
of  designing  costumes  for  plays,  and 
managers  or  authors  send  their  MSS. 
to  Miss  Brugard.  who  designs  appro- 
priate costumes  for  all  the  characters 
and  then  gives  a  little  pantomimic  per- 
formance of  the  play  to  show  just  how 
it  will  look  to  the  public. 

One  of  the  newest  occupations  for 
women  is  exemplified  by  the  exhibit  of 
hand  wrought  rings,  brooches  and  other 
articles  of  jewelry  by  Miss  Ethel  Lenoir 
Fla  gg,  a  young  woman  who,  after 
studying  art  for  six  years,  decided  sud- 
denly to  become  a  worker  in  precious 
metals  and  is  one  of  the  pioneers  in 
her  art  in  New  York. 

If  you  are  not  too  fashionably  thin  to 
cast  a  shadow  you  may  be  interested 
in  the  work  of  Miss  Esther  Andrews 
who  cuts  silhouette  portraits  from  black 
tissue  paper  and  wields  the  scissors 
with  a  precision  worthy  of  Atropos  her- 
self. But  If  you  care  more  for  pickle 
making  and  dressmaking  and  sweeping 
and  dusting  and  dishwashing,  why 
those  time-honored  "womanly  arts"  are 
on  exhibition,  too.  The  Woman's  In- 
dustrial Exposition  offers  something  for 
everybodiy,  and  suffragist,  and  ante- 
d-iluvlan  may  visit  it   arm-in-arm. 
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WOMEN'S  INDUSTRIAL 
SHOW  IS  OPENED 


The  Woman's  Industrial  Exhibition  is 
Dix,  wife  of  the  Governor.  Mrs.  Dixand 
her  party  arrived  by  special  train  and 
were  met  at  the  station  'by  a  reception 
committee. 

The  Governor's  wife  spent  some  time 
at  the  booth  of  the  New  York  Associa- 
tion forJafrjatafcAr-  wihei  e  ^Be1  V9*d»  pre- 
senteffw'tn  a  gold  bag.  A  letter  was 
dictated  to  a  blind  typist  by  Miss  Wini- 
fred Holt  to  Governor  Dix.  J 
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TO  HELP  THE  BLIND. 


Nfl^York  Association's   Report  Tells 
of  tlie  Many  Things  They  Do  Well. 

The  fifth  annual  report  of  the  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind,  which 
has  just  been  issued  from  the  Light- 
house, covers  the  work  of  the  year 
ending"  Nov.  1,  1911,  and  reviews  the 
work  of  the  last  five  years  as  well. 
*ksTlo  this  is  added  in  the  large  pamphlet 
an  account  with  many  illustrations  of 
the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the 
new  Lighthouse  at  11  East  Fifty-ninth 
Street  by  President  Taft  on  Dec.  20. 
This  is  considered  an  event  of  such  im- 
portance in  the  life  of  the  association 
that  much  space  is  devoted  in  the  re- 
port to  an  account  of  it. 

The  report  goes  on  to  show  that  the 
building  is  going  up  on  a  plot  of 
ground  on  which  there  is  a  mortgage 
of  $40,000  and  that  an  additional  $50,- 
000  is  needed  to  complete  the  building. 
The  public  is  asked  to  contribute  this 
sum.  Another  part  of  the  report  is 
devoted  to  showing  how  the  seeing 
can  help  the  blind.  Here  are  some  of 
the  suggestions: 

Spread  the  propaganda  to  stop  blindness. 
Tell    us   of   any   blind   or   seeing   men,    wo- 
m^n,   or  children  whom  we  can  help  or  who 
will    help   us. 

Give  us  flowers,  fruit,  candy,  food,  and 
eld  clothes. 

"Lend  us  your  carriages,  motors,  yachts, 
and  country  places.  "We  can  make  good  use 
of  them— and   won't  hurt   them. 

Send  us  your  concert,  theatre,  lecture 
tickets,  and  opera  boxes — as  long  in  ad- 
vance  of   performances   as   possible. 

Send  us  your  musical  friends  who  sing 
and  play,  and  your  actor  friends  to  de- 
claim. 

Buy  and  sell  tickets  and  boxes  for  our  an- 
nual benefit. 

Come  to  fhe  Lighthouse  and  bring  your 
friends,    your   criticisms,    and   suggestions. 

Use  our  blind  ir.enders  of  umbrellas  and 
clocks  Our  agents  for  hosiery,  coffee,  sta- 
tionery, and  bur  blind  agents  for  books, 
magazines,  Christmas  and  Easter  cards. 
Employ  our  blind  tuners  There  are  none 
better.     "Use  our  masseurs  and  masseuses. 

Buy  good  artiales  made  by  the  blind.  Our 
dusters,  aprons ^f  all  kinds,  whisk  brooms, 
baskets,  beads,  candles,  and  lamp  shades. 
Prettily  knitted  and  crochetted  things  for  the 
babv— made  in  clean,  sunny  rooms.  Filmy 
wraps  to  keep  the  draft  off  grandma's  back, 
and  woolly  slippers  to  keep  her  feet  warm. 

Let  us  cane  your  chairs— and  furnish  you 
with    wood    boxes     and    furniture     made    by 
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blind  carpenters. 


Order  from  our  looms  curtains  and  beauti- 
ful woven  draperies  and  furniture  covering 
—for  your  Summer  house  there  are  substan- 
tial hemp,  silky  cushions  indifferent  to  sun 
or  damp.  The  blind  are  the  best  for  this 
work. 

Buy  for  the  blind  tools,  writing  appliances, 
books,  magazines,  cards  in  raised  print, 
toys,  games,  and  machines  of  special  use. 

Buy  your  birthday,  wedding,  and  Christ- 
mas pre.3<?nts  of  us.  We  have  beautiful  gold 
and  silver  embroidered  portfolios,  cardcases, 
bags,  teatrays,  and  other  beautiful  and  ex- 
quisitely made  and  finished  articles. 

In  addition  to  the  reports  of  the  various 
committees  the  report  contains  much  in- 
teresting material  on  the  work  being 
done  by  and  for  the  blind  in  other  cities, 
and  a  summary  of  the  movement  to  do 
away  with  much  preventable  blindness. 
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HOLT  TALKS 
OF  IRK  FOR  BUND 


ashington      Interested      By 
Stories  of  Society  Called 
The  Lighthouse. 


BALTIMORE    STAR    BUREAU, 
1410    Dennsylvanij 

Washington,  March  21. 
Before  a  distinguished  audience  of 
on;'  200  persons  Miss  Winifred  Holt 
.poke  last  night  at  the  Playhouse  on 
vork  among  the  blind.  She  illustrated 
ier  lecture  with  stereopticon  slides  show- 
ng  examples  of  the  work  done  and  the 
Yorkers,  whom  she  designated  as  "people 
with  eyes,  who  are  sitting  in  the  dark." 
Miss  Holt.  who.  as  she  says,  spends 
her  vacations  in  the  poorhouses  and  the 
institutions,  styles  licrself  as  :in  old  maid 
with  7,000  children.  She  is  the  inspira- 
tion of  these  7.000  blind  and  her  enthu- 
siasm in  her  work  is  catching,  for  so- 
ciety folk  more  used  to  dancing  and  play- 
ing bridge  listened  very  intently 
while  she  spoke  and  showed  her  illus- 
trations gathered  from  all  over  th« 
world.  Her  first  picture  was  a  scene  <»f 
President  Taft  laying  the  cornerstone  of 
the  .Lighthouse,  as  the  society  calls 
their  institution,  ami  the  last  was  of 
Miss  Helen  Kellar,  the  high  priestess  of 
the  Lighthouse,  as  Miss  Holt  calls  her, 
adding  also  that  she  is  the  greatest 
teacher   of   the   blitrTl   in    the   world.      She 


told  an  amusing  story  of  how  She  gave 
a  bag  relief  (for  Miss  Holt  is  also  a 
sculptor)  of  Miss  Kellar  to  the  blind 
pirl.  and  .Miss  Kellar  expressed  her  cle- 
lighl  in  it.  saying  it  was  such  a  good 
likeness  and  resembled  her  so  much, 
especially   about    the  chin. 

She  .showed  a  slide  of  a  blind  man 
climbing  the  Alps,  also  a  barber  shaving 
a  man.  the  barber  carrying  the  proud 
record  of  never  yet  having  cut  a  man. 
No  xgorji  of  the  blind  passes  muster  un- 
less well  done,  the  work  the  Lighthouse 
turns  out  being:  done  on  its  merits  and 
not  from  any  idea  of  charity. 

Miss  Holt  .  was  the  guest  of  Mrs. 
Hughes,  wife  of  Justice  Hughes,  at  tea 
in  the  afternoon,  and  after  the  lec- 
ture she  was  a  guest  of  the  British 
Ambassador  and  Mrs.  Bryce  at  their  re- 
ception  at   the  embassy. 
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WORK  AMONG  RURAL  BLIND 


LIGHTHOUSE  HAS  CALLS  FOR  AID 
^/fROM  COUNTRY  TOWNS. 

Hundreds  of  Sightless  People  Have 
Received  Assistance  Through  the 
Mails  —  Some  Are  Brought  Here 
and  to  Buffalo  for  Individual  In- 
struction— A  Census  of  Blind  Taken 


That  the  work  of  New  York  Association 
for  the  Blind  has  now  become  State7wide, 
and  that  in  addition  to  the  branch  asso- 
ciation in  Buffalo  and  a  newly  formed 
branch  in  Albany  there  are  hundreds  of 
blind  men  and  women  up-State  who  receive 
aid  in  one  form  or  another  from  the  Light- 
house in  East  Fifty-ninth  Street,  are  facts 
little  known  in  connection  with  the  insti- 
tution founded  scarcely  more  than  five 
years  ago  in  this  city  by  Miss  Winifred 
Hojt. 

While  every  effort  is  being  centred  upon 
completing  the  new  Lighthouse,  which  will 
be  the  first  settlement  house  for  the  blind 
in    the.  world,    Miss    Holt   and    her    helpers 


are  laying  emphasis  upon  reaching  the  out 
of-town  blind.  At  the  present  time,  the  as 
sooiation  maintains  something  not  unlike 
correspondence  course  of  intruction  for  th 
blind  men,  women,  and  children  in  distan 
parts  of  the  State.  Those  who  are  able 
have  come  to  the  Lighthouse  here,  as  wel 
as  to  the  Buffalo  workrooms,  for  individ 
ual  instruction,  returning  home  trained  ir 
some  occupation  which  not  only  helps  tc 
make  them  self-supporting,  but  gives  their, 
something  to  do — the  chief  need  of  the 
blind. 

In  the  beginning,  the  most  complete  list 
of  names  of  blind  people  in  the  State  num- 
bered only  about  1,000.  When  these  names 
and  addresses  were  looked  into;  many  of 
them  were  found  to  be  bogus,  the  addresses 
often  being  vacant  lots.  Against  this  old 
unwillingness  of  the  blind  to  make  them- 
selves and  their  whereabouts  known,  the 
association  had  first  to  contend.  The  cen- 
sus which  Miss  Holt  now  has  in  her  pos- 
session, contains  the  names  of  over  7,000 
blind  people  in  New  York  State,  of  whom 
2,648  are   in   Greater  New  York. 

HELP    THROUGH    THE    MAILS. 

Of  course,  with  the  large  number  of  out- 
of-town  blind  to  care  for,  the  Association 
could  do  little  more  than  render  service  by 
mail.  Miss  D.  Fiske  Rogers,  assistant  sec- 
retary of  the  Association,  said  to-day  that 
there  were  hundreds  of  cases  in  which  up- 
State  blind  people  had  profited  by  the  as- 
si stanch  they  had  received  by  mail  from  the 
Lighthouse. 

"Many  of  these  people  write  to  us  from 
remote  parts  of  the  State,  where  it  would 
be  hopeless  for  us  to  send  anyone  to  teach 
them,"  said  Miss  Rogers.  "When  they  hear 
of  the  Association  and  its  work,  they  write 
telling  us  their  story  and  asking  us  to  help 
them.  I  could  mention  any  number  of  such 
cases. 

"One  old  man  living  up  in  one  of  the 
counties  bordering  on  the  upper  Hudson 
wrote  to  say  he  was  having  trouble  try- 
ing to  learn  to  read.  First,  we  mailed 
him  a  set  of  alphabet  cards,  done  in  the 
Moon  type,  because,  while  we  much  prefer 
Braille,  this  old  man  had  begun  with  Moon. 
Soon  he  wrote  to  say  he  had  mastered  the 
alphabet,  and  we  sent  him  a  primer  in 
raised  type.  We  also  sent  him  a  diction- 
ary.    We    have    never    seen    that    old    man. 


but  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  hat/  been 
immensely  benefited  by  the  help  we  were 
able  to  give  him  by  mail." 

Miss  Holt,  in  her  annual  report,  touches 
also  upon  the  out-of-town  side  of  the  Light- 
house work.  It  is  this  side  which  has  be- 
gun to  develop  and  assume  an  importance 
equal  to  that  done  among  the  blind  resi- 
dents of  the  city.     She  says : 

"At  the  time  of  the  Association's  forma- 
tion, the  whereabouts  of  the  blind  in  this 
State  could  not  be  discovered.  The  only 
list  obtainable  contained  about  a  thousand 
names,  a  large  number  of  which  were 
bogus  and  had  false  addresses,  which  in- 
dicated that  the  blind  .people  lived  either 
in  the  river  or  often  in  empty  lots. 
RESULT    OF    THE    CENSUS. 

"Upon  the  formation  of  the  Association 
in  the  home  of  its  founders,  a  census  was 
immediately  started,  and  returns  were  ob- 
tained on  9,685  cases.  The  Association  was 
incorporated  as  a  State  organization.  Its 
census  work  was  throughout  the  State,  and 
its  plan,  as  soon  as  funds  permitted,  to 
work  throughout  the  State.  Lighthouse  No. 
2,  founded  in  Buffalo  by  the  Association's 
secretary,  was  the  first  effort  in  this  di- 
rection. 

"The  statistics  drawn  from  the  census  by 
the  volunteer  director  of  census,  Mrs.  Jo- 
seph Colt  Bloodgood,  then  Miss  Edith  Holt, 
showed  an  extraordinary  number  of  blind 
people  in  lunatic  asylums,  poor  houses,  and 
even  prisons.  Letters  were  received  from 
intelligent  blind  in  the  poor  house,  asking 
to  be  released  from  there  and  given  a 
chance  to  become  wage-earners.  On  care- 
ful study,  it.  was  discovered  that  much  ill- 
ness, and  even  insanity,  was  produced  by 
lack  of  employment  and  consequent  interest 
in  life. 

"We  found  that  many  blind  children,  even 
after  twelve  and  fourteen  years  of  school- 
ing, often  became  objects  of  charity,  and 
not  infrequently  drifted  at  once  into  beg- 
gary, the  poor  house,  or  homes  only  suit- 
able for  the  aged  and  •  infirm.  Oftenthe 
teaching  of  the  blind  child  was  so  poor 
that  he  was  unfitted  to  do  anything  by 
which  he  could  turn  an  honest  penny,  and 
not  infrequently  he  had  been  taught  noth- 
ing, even  badly,  by  which  he  could  attempt 
to  become  a  wage-earner.  In  Xew  York 
over  300  blind  children  were  receiving  no 
education." 
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TO   HELP  jry&-*LIND. 

(|"F  Governor  Dixf  could  spare  the  time  to  visit  the  State  School  for 
]  the  Blind  at  latavia  where  there  are  about  150  children  from 
I  kindergarten  IgP^fpto  twenty-one  years,  he  would  not  hesitate 

\g  sign  the  Burd  hijl  which  passed  the  Assembly  without  opposition 
yesterday.  The  measure  already  has  the  sanction  of  the  Senate  and 
(here  is  good  reason  to  believe  Governor  Dix  will  affix  his  signature, 
thus  making  possible  ways  and  means  whereby  the  adult  blind  of  the 
state  will  be  materially  benefited  and  given  an  opportunity  to  earn 
a  living. 

It  is  argued  that  the  adult  blind,  if  given  a  chance,  could  demon- 
strate their  sometimes  remarkable  abilities  and  generally  keen  capa- 
bilities. They  have  been  left  to  .shift  for  themselves  and  even  many 
rtf  those  who  have  spent  their  younger  years  at  Batavia  or  the  one 
other  sxate  institution  in  New  York  City,  now  sit  in  idleness,  unable 
lo  do  little  else  than  read  the  point-print  magazine  that  is  sent  to 
chem  each  month  through  the  philanthropy  of  Mrs.  Matilda  Ziegler  of 
New  York  City. 

The  Burd  bill  provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  commission  of 
rive  members  one  of  whom  shall  be  blind.  This  commission,  acting 
without  compensation  other  than  the  necessary  expense  attached  to  the 
actual  work,  is  to  make  provision  for  the  adult  blind,  study  con- 
ditions with  a  view  of  giving  all  an  opportunity  to  earn  money 
through  some  form  of  employment  and  in  every  way  possible  assist 
those  who  are  sightless. 

When  one  notes  the  clear  sailing  of  half-million  dollar  appropria* 
tfons,  one-hundred  thousand  dollar  appropriations,  etc.,  for  exhibition 
purposes  or  for  rehabilitating  already  costly  structures,  one  wonders 
where  opposition  to  a  measure  that  proposes  to  help  4,000  blind  per- 
sons in  New  York  state,  could  come  from. 

Governor  Dix  should  sign  this  bill  without  delay.  Too  much 
cannot  be  done  for  those  to  whom  the  light  of  day  is  unknown.  They 
ask  no  charity  but  a  chance.  Because  of  their  great  affliction  they 
should  be  denied  no  request  so  reasonable  as  that  incorporated  in  the 
Burd  bill. 
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Burd   will   bo  entities  to 

credit  for  his  bill  providing 
t  In-  adult  blind  of  the 
has  now  passecfb"oth  Ileuses 
receive  ilie  sanction  of  the  Gov- 
Tlio  bill  calls  for  an  appropria- 
tion of  $40,000,  and  is  the  first  measure 
of  its  kind  to  be  acted  upon  in  this  state. 
Heretofore  provision  has  been  made  only 
for  the  blind  between  the  ages  of  five 
glTd  twenty-one. 
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To  Aid   the   Adult  BHnd. 

It  would  seem' '¥nat  Cxovernor  Dix 
should  have  no  hesitation  in  signing 
the  bill  introduced  by  Senator  Burd  of 
this  city  and  passed  by  both  houses  of 
the  legislature,  for  improving  the  con- 
dition of  the  adttU  blind,  said  to  num- 
ber about  four  thousand  in  this  state. 
To  assist  these  unfortunates  to  be 
self-supporting  is  a  paramount  duty 
rather  than  a  charity.  What  they 
want  is  the  chance  to  help  them- 
selves— many  of  them,  Intellectual, 
gifted  with  fine  qualities  of  mind  and 
heart,  their  other  senses  quickened, 
but  terribly  handicapped  by  eternal 
night  through  which  no  light  of  vision 
may  break. 

It  is  true  that  In  modern  times  prog- 
ress has  been  made  for  the  alleviation 
of  the  condition  of  these  afflicted  per- 
sons. The  several  public  institutions 
have  done  much  for  enabling  them  to 
know  the  world  they  cannot  see.    But 


for  too  many  of  them  idleness,  enforced 
by  their  Infirmity,  is  a  torturing  check 
upon  aspiration  to  bo  useful.  The 
kinds  of  occupation  suitable  to  them 
are  too  few,  tho  channels  of  employ- 
ment too  restricted.  The  occupations 
perhaps  could  be  multiplied,  the  way 
for  engaging  in  them  widened. 

The  Burd  bill  provides  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  commission  of  five 
members  of  whom  one  shall  be  blind. 
This  commission  is  to  study  the  condi- 
tions, and  devise  means  for  providing 
the  blind  with  opportunity  to  engage 
in  remunerative  industry;  and  in  all 
other  practicable  ways  assist  the  sight- 
less, to  a  degree  of  independence.  A 
mors-  humane  and  christian  cause  can 
hardly  exist.  The  commissioners  are  to 
be  paid  only  their  actual  expenses— 
but  the  state  may  well  afford  to  ap- 
propriate any  amount  that  may  be 
needful  for  doing  all  that  is  within 
possibility's  range  for  enabling  the 
blind  to  rise  superior  to  their  great 
misfortune. 
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^Independence  for  the  Blind. 

litor  of  The  Wo^ d :  l^*-*"1* 
man  witthout  sight,  a  graduate 
of  Columbia  College  and  a  student  at 
the  Colugibia  Law  School,  I  write  to 
ask  that  you  kindly  call  the  attention 
of  your  readers  to  the  following  facts, 
in  order  that  they  may  be  informed  on 
the  question. 

Last  week  the  Assembly  passed  the 
Burd  'bill,  previously  passed  by  the 
Senate,  providing  for  the  appointment  of 
a  commission  to  look  after  the  interests 
of  the  adult  blind,  three-fourths  of 
whom  have  lost  their  sight  after  reach- 
ing mature  years  and  fur  whom  the 
Scale  has  done  not'hirg.  If  the  I 
erno:  '■  Will  take 

its    place   'beside    several    of    ^he    other 


States  in,  the  effort  to  raise  the  blind 
from  hopeless  dependence  to  cheerful 
Independence.  The  commission  will  es- 
tablish workshops  for  the  training  and 
employment  of  the  blind;  will  supply 
them  with  materials  at  w'hole*ale  prioas 
md  open  up  new  fields  of  employment 
for  them.  The  commission  will  not 
duplicate  the  work  of  other  organiza- 
tions whose  work  is  valuable  and  effec- 
tive. The  blind  of  the  State  are  a  unit 
In  favor  of  this  measure,  and  such  lit- 
tle opposition  as  there  is  has  come  from 
(Seeing  people  who  evidently  do  not  un- 
derstand what  this  measure  means. 

BENJ.    BE-RESTSTEIN. 
New  York,   Mardh  25. 
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J^HELPING   THE   BLIND. 

Editor  Brooklyn  Daily  Eagle: 

A  bill  has  just  passed  .the  New  York 
Legislature  and  is  awaiting  the  Gov- 
ernor's signature,  which  provides  for  the 
appointing  of  a  commission  for  the  blind, 
of  five  members  (one  of  whom  shall  be 
blind),  no  one  of  the  commissioners  to 
receive  any  salary.  The  bill  provides 
that  $25,000  may  be  spent  from  the 
state's  funds  by  this  commission  in  doim? 
Its  work  of  helping  the  adult  blind  of 
the  state.  Three-fourths  of  the  blind 
lose  their  sight  after  they  reach  the 
years  of  maturity,  and  a  large  part  of 
■Vhese  are  people  with  no  means,  and  as 
a  rule,  have  been  engaged  in  lines  of 
vork  which  it  is  impossible  for  them  to 
follow  after  they  lose  their  sight. 

Other  states  have  similar  commissions. 
In  Massachusetts  $40,000  is  given  to  its 
commission;  in  Ohio.  $60,000  is  given,  and 
in  addition,  pensions  are  paid  to  the  de- 
pendent blind  of  the  state,  amounts  rang- 
ing from  $50  to  $150,  according  to  their 
needs. 

Tbere  are  many  things,  that  such  a 
commission  eAn^do  for  the  dependent 
ones  of  the  n^j^ly  seven  thousand  blind 
of  New  York  State.  The  commission 
could  find  out  lines  of  work  suited  to 
each  individual,  and  he  could  be  helped 
to  get  into  that  line  of  work;  he  could 
be  taught  a  trade;  the  women  could  be 
taught  lines  of  fancy  work  in  which  they 
could  engage  in  their  homes,  by  which 
they  could  employ  their  idle  time  ana 
earn  a  few  needed  dollars.  The  com- 
mission    could     purchase     at     wholesale 


rates  raw  material  such  as  chair  cane; 
broom  corn  for  making  brooms,  which 
is  one  of  the  best  lines  of  work  in  which 
a  blind  man  can  engage;  yarns,  zephyrs 
for  knitting,  etc.,  and  give  these  to  the 
blind   at   actual   cost. 

In  the  State  of  Maryland  there  is  such 
a  commission  for  the  blind,  which  has 
established  a  workshop  for  its  blind 
there,  in  which  they  are  taught  trades. 
Several  years  ago  the  commission  found 
a  blind  man  who  had  been  an  inmate  of 
an  almshouse  in  the  state  for  fifteen 
years,  his  county  having  paid  $100  a 
year  for  his  maintenance  all  these  years: 
and  you  can  imagine  the  poor  mainte- 
nance he  had.  He  was  placed  in  the 
workshop  for  the  blind  \n  Baltimore,  and 
in  less  than  a  year  became  so  proficient 
in  broom-making  that  he  is  now  earning 
$5  a  week,  and  instead  of  being  a  burden 
to  the  state  is  now  a  source  of  profit. 

Not  long  ago  we  found  a  blind  man  in 
an  almshouse  in  'this  state.  We  per- 
suaded the  county  to  give  us  the  $75 
which  it  would  cost  to  maintain  that 
man  for  six  months,  and  by  private  sub- 
scription we  raised  $50  additional,  and 
this  man  is  now  in  the  Baltimore  work- 
shop, and  at  the  end  of  six  months  will 
come  out  able  to  earn  his  own  liveli- 
hood. In  addition,  he  is  now  earning 
enough  there  from  the  proceeds  of  his 
work  to  enable  him  to  buy  the  neces- 
sary broom-making  machinery  at  the 
end  ot  his  six  months. 

The  impression  has  gone  out  that  this 
commission  will  conflict  with  the  work 
being  done  by  the  New  York  Association 
for  the  Blind  of  this  city.  Many  of  the 
large  cities  of  the  country  have  similar 
local  organizations,  and  the  state  com- 
mission 19  able  to  be  of  great  benefit  to 
such  local  associations.  The  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind  not  only  does 
not  do  anything  for  the  three  thousand 
blind  in  the  state  outside  of  the  city, 
but  it  is  likely  not  helping  anything  like 
one-tenth  of  the  blind  of  this  city.  The 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind,  I 
understand,  has  announced  that  it  would 
not  oppose  this  bill,  and  so  far  as  any- 
one knows,  has  not  done  so,  and  there 
is  doubtless  not  a  single  one  of  the  six 
or  seven  thousand  blind  people  of  the 
state  who  does  not  favor  the  passage  of 
this  bill.  One  organization  cannot  do 
the  work  of  caring  for  the  blind  of  New 
York  City.  There  are  many  here.  A 
Home  for  the  Blind  at  104th  street  and 
Amsterdam  avenue,  this  city,  has  one 
hundred  blind  inmates.  .  There  are  sev- 
eral others  in  the  city.  In  Brooklyn  and 
in  Staten  Island,  all  of  -which  are  doing 
a  good  work,  independent  of  the  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind. 

W.    G.    HOLMES,    Manager. 
Manhattan,  March  25,  1912. 
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JOH^LP  THE  ADULT  BLIND. 

The  great  State  of  New  York  ought 
to  be  able  to  care  tor  its  adult  blind, 
but  recent  information  gathered  on 
the  subject  would  indicate  that  it  has 
been  singularly  neglectful  of  these 
afflicted  people.  Senator  George  B. 
Burd  of  Buffalo  has  just  had  passed 
by  both  houses  of  the  legislature  a 
bill  creating  a  board  of  five  persons 
authorized  to  establish  places  where 
the  adult  blind  of  the  State  may  be 
taught  to  earn  a  living  and  to  other- 
wise see  to  their  comfort  and  edifica- 
tion. There  seems  to  be  little  doubt 
that  Governor  Dix  will  sign  the  bill, 
as  it  is  one  of  those  measures  to 
which  there  is  no  opposition.  One 
of  the  five  members  to  serve  on  the 
board  will  be  a  blind  person.  Xo 
compensation  goes  with  the  work, 
although  the  members  are  to  be  paid 
necessary  expenses.  In  addition  to 
establishing  places  where  the  blind 
may  be  taught  handicrafts  best  suited 
to  the  individuals,  the  board  will  take 
charge  of  the  product  of  their  labor 
and  obtain  a  market  for  it.  It 
will  be  part  of  the  duty  of  the  board 
to  collect  information  as  to  the  causes 
of  blindness.  There  are  about  7,000 
blind  persons  in  the  State  and  ninety 
per  cent  of  these  are  adults.  The 
State  already  cares  for  blind  children 
and  minors  between  the  ages  of  five 
and  twenty-one.  Senator  Burd's  bill 
is  the  first  effort  in  the  direction  of 
caring  for  adults.  Among  the  pur- 
poses of  the  board  will  be  to  keep 
those  committed  to  their  care  in  their 
homes  as  much  as  possible,  while  af- 
fording them  opportunity  to  be  pleas- 
urably  and  profitably  employed. 
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THE   BLIND   COMMISSION. 

The  bill  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Gov- 
ernor establishing  a  State  Board  for 
Improving  the  Condition  of  4&e  Blind 
seems  to  us  unnecessar<P**J»eause  there 
is  already^  at  work  an  incorporated 
"Association  for  the  Blind,"  which  is 
doing  the  same  kind  of  work  and  can 
readily  do  more  and  probably  better. 
It  is  a  sound  principle  of  State  admin- 
istration to  use  the  zeal  and  energy  of 
volunteers  where  they  can  show  good 
results,  aiding  these  while,  of  course, 
securing  a  proper  degree  of  regulation 
and  responsibility. 

The  State  Board  would  start  with  an 
expenditure  of  $25,000,  which  would  be 
permanent  and  probably  would  stead- 
ily grow.  At  best  we  should  have  du- 
plication of  effort,  continuous  and  in- 
creasii.j  cost,  and  little  assurance  of 
any  real  advantage.  The  work  of  the 
Association,  of  which  Dr.  Fixley  is 
President  and  Miss  Helen  Keller 
Vice  President,  has  been  marked  by 
foresight,  intelligence,  practical  sense 
and  unwearying  fidelity.  It  would  be 
better,  surely,  to  aid  and  extend  it 
rather  than  to  try  to  duplicate  it.  £ 
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THE     BLIND 


MMISSION. 


Matilda    Zlegler      Manager,    Says     It 

Would    Not    Duplicate    Work. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Xcw  York  Times: 

A  number  of  blind  people  and  friends  of  the 
blind  have  asked  me  to  reply  to  your  editorial 
In  your  Issue  of  March  25,  In  which  you  oppose 
the  establishing  of  a  State  commission  for  the 
blind,  on  the  ground  that  It  would  duplicate 
the  work  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind  of  this  city. 


This  bill,  which  has  passed  the  Legislature 
and -only  awaits  the  Governor's  signature  to 
become  a  law,  provides  for  the  appointing  by 
the  Governor  of  a  commission  of  five,  (one  of 
whom  shall  be  blind,)  whose  duty  it  Bhall  be  to 
Jbok  after  Improving  the  condition  of  the  blind 
©f  the  State.  The  bill  provides  that  none  of  the 
Commissioners  shall  receive  a  Balary,  but  ap- 
propriates $25,000  a  year  for  the  expenses  of  its 
Jeavoring  to  find  out  various  lines 
of  work  in  which  the  blind  can  engage;  in 
teaching  blind  Individuals  certain  lines  of  work 
to  which  they  are  fitted;  in  buying  raw  mate- 
rial, such  as  chair  cane,  broom  corn,  yarns  and 
zephyrs  for  knitting,  &c,  at  wholesale 
rates  and  supplying  them  to  the  blind  through- 
out the  State  at  cost,  and  In  various  other  ways 
to  help  the  blind  according  to  their  neods  and 
capacities. 

Your  objection  to  the  passage  of  the  measure 
is  because  it  would  in  a  way  duplicate  the 
work  of  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind  of  this  city.  Such  Is  not  the  case  by  any 
means,  for  the  commission  would  have  all  it 
could  do  in  looking  after  the  thousands  of 
cases  needing  attention  that  are  not  now 
reached  by  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind. 

When  that  association  was  formed  six  years 
ago  there  were  a  number  of  good  works  for  the 
blind  in  existence.  No  one  of  them  objected  to 
the  New  York  Association  coming  into  the 
work.  There  are  nearly  seven  thousand  blind 
in  the  State,  about  three  thousand  of  whom 
are  in  New  York  City.  The  New  York  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind  does  not  do  anything  for  the 
blind  of  the  State  outside  of  the  city,  and  is 
able  to  do  and  does  but  little  for  but  compara- 
tively few  of  the  blind  of  New  York  City.  It 
has  in  its  workshop  for  girls  on  Fifty-ninth 
Street,  I  understand,  sometimes  as  high  as 
eighteen  girls  at  work,  but  not  one-half  of 
these  earn  a  living  wage,  the  most  of  the  num- 
ber only  earning  $1,  $2,  and  $3  a  week.  There 
are  hundreds  of  blind  girls  in  the  city  who 
would  like  to  get  work  there  or  elsewhere.  At 
our  office  we  give  work  to  ten  blind  girls  for 
part  of  the  month,  to  whom  we  pay  $1.25  a  | 
day,  and  there  are  hundreds  of  other  blind 
girls  who  would  like  to  come  to  our  office  and 
assist  in  this  work  if  we  had  the  work  for 
theirs 

This  magazine  is  a  monthly  publication, 
maintained  wholly  by  Mrs.  William  Zlegler  of 
this  city,  going  free  each  month  to  every  blind 
person  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  who 
can  read.  Mrs.  Zlegler  has  spent  about  $125,000 
on  this  work  since  the  magazine  was  started 
five  years  ago.  The  New  York  Association  has 
recently  started  a  publication  for  blind  children, 
but  instead  of  feeling  that  it  duplicates  our| 
work,  Just  the  reverse  is  the  case,  for  if  there 
were  twenty  times  the  literature  published  fos 
the  blind  three  would  not  be  enough  to  satisfy 
their  cravings  for  reading  matter. 

W.  G.   HOLMES, 
Manager  The  Ziegler  Magazine  for  the  Bllnd^ 

New  York,    March  26,    1912. 
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EDUCATING  THE  BLIND. 


Charles    Howard    Strong  "'fWHes    of 

New  York  Association's  Work. 
Editor  Brooklyn  Daily  Eagle: 

Though  we  have  appreciated  the  ad- 
mirable work  done  by  Mr.  Holmes  as 
editor  of  the  Ziegler  magazine,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind,  I 
note  that  some  statements  concerning 
the  association  in  his  letter  printed  on 
March  28  in  your  paper  need  correcting. 

Mr.  Holmes  says  that  "the  New  York 
Association  not  only  does  not  do  anything 
for  the  3,000  blind  in  the  State  outside 
of  the  city,  but  it  is  likely  not  helping 
anything^  like  one-tenth  of  the  blind  of 
the  city.'' 

The  association  has  for  some  time 
given  instruction  to  blind  people  outside 
of  Greater  New  York,  and  blind  persons 
from  other  parts  of  this  State,  and  even 
from  other  States,  have  come  to  it  to 
learn  trades.  The  association  is  actually 
teaching  and  employing,  despite  Mr. 
Holmes'  statement  to  the  contrary,  more 
than  one-tenth  of  the  blind  in  Greater 
New  York.  It  has  been  in  touch  with 
2,648  blind  people  in  the  city,  most  of 
iwhom  it  has  helped  in  various  ways.  It 
has  been  altogether  in  touch  with  7,000 
blind  individuals,  and  has  listed  about 
10,000  names. 

The   association  was  incorporated  as  a 
jState  organization.     Its  principal   objects 
lare  to  prevent  blindness  and  to  help  the 
[blind  to  help  themselves.     Its  model  fac- 
tory for   men   and   its   new   headquarters 
!the   cornerstone    of    which    was    laid   by 
Resident  Taft)  are  now  being  construct- 
ed, and  will   soon  be  opened,  as  well  as 
its    new   training   station   in   the    eastern 
part  of  the  State. 

The  association  sells  the  products  of 
the  blind  from  all  over  the  country,  and 
furnishes  materials  and  tools  for  their 
use.  A  detailed  report  giving  further  in- 
formation of  the  work  of  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind  may  be  had  on 
application  to  its  present  headquarters, 
118  East  Fifty-ninth  street. 

CHARLES  H.  STRONG. 

Manhattan,  April  1,  1912. 
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WHAT  IS  GOOD  FOR  THE  BLIND 

That,  Says   Mr.   Holmes,   IsthecTnly 
Point    Raised    by   the    Burd    Bill. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  New  York  Times: 

1  am  exceedingly  sorry  that  anything 
like  a  newspaper  controversy  Is  arising 
over  the  desire  on  the  part  of  the  7,000 
blind  of  the  State  to  secure  the  signature 
of  the  Governor  to  the  Burd  bill,  recently 
passed  by  the  Legislature  for  the  relief 
of  the  blind. 

The  communication  of  Charles  H. 
Strong,  published  in  your  paper  yester- 
day, does  not  touch  at  all  on  this  ques- 
tion, which  is  the  one  to  consider,  that 
is,  whether  the  New  York  Association, 
for  the  Blind  is  doing  or  can  do  all  that 
should  be  done  for  the  cause  of  the  blind 
in  this  State,  or  if  the  State  should  have 
a  commission  for  the  blind  such  as  other 
progressive  States  have.  The  7,000  blind 
people  of  the  State,  with  hardly  an  ex- 
ception, do  not  think  the  New  York  Asso- 
ciation Is  doing  what  the  commission* 
can   do. 

Doubtless  Mr.  Strong  is  as  sincere  as 
can  be  in  all  he  writes,  but  if  you  will 
note  in  his  letter  he  says  that  the  New 
York  Association  has  been  in  touch  in 
Greater  New  York  alone  with  2,648  blind 
people,  **  most  of  whom  it  has  helped," 
whereas  the  report  of  the  New  York 
Association  recently  sent  out  claims  that 
they  have  been  In  personal  touch  with 
7,000  blind  in  Greater  New  York.  Now, 
there  are  only  about  2,048  blind  people 
in  Greater  New  York,  and  likely  the  New 
York  Association  has  such  a  list,  sn«J 
possibly  it  means  by  bring  in  touch  with 
this  many  that  it  could  go  oui  and  touch, 
them,  But  this  Is  misleading  to  the  pub- 
lic, for  the  reason  that  they  naturally 
think  that  being  in  "  personal  touch  " 
means  that  they  are  rendering  material 
aid,  and  I  do  not  think  the  New  York 
Association  is  rendering  material  aid  to 
one-tenth  of  the  2,648  people.  I  am  sure 
it  has  not  made  fifty  of  them— likely 
not  twenty-five  of  them— self-supporting, 
though  if  they  have  done  even  this  they 
are   entitled   to   receive   due   credit  for   it. 

The  whole  question,  though,  is,  Ought 
the  blind  of  the  State  to  have  this  commis- 
sion? And  we  repeat  that  any  of  the 
many  organizations  in  the  State  work- 
ins'    for    the    blind    will    not    be    injured; 


on  the  other  hand,  will  be  helped  by  this 
commission,  provided  they  are  doing  the 
good  they  claim  to  be  doing,  and  which 
the  publio  thinks  they  are  doing,  for  the 
blind.  It  is  not  a  question  of  "  What  is 
good  for  the  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind,"  but  what  is  for  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  blind  themselves. 

W.     G.    HOLMES, 
Manager  Ziegler  Magazine  for  the  Blind 
New  York,  April  1,  1912.  ^ 


How  the 

Blind  Are 

Trained  to 

Earn  Living 

By  Patience  and  Diligent 
Application  in  the  Face  of 


Discouragement)  Inmates 
of  Industrial  Home  Have 
Taught  Their  Fingers  to 
Take  the  Place  of  Eyes, 

Bt   .mvithk^   n.  uwr.nw 

TV  hen  that  sublime  and  immortal  poet, 
John  Mil  ton,  saw  for  the  last  time  the 
grandeur  of  the  landscape  become  en- 
veloped in  darkness,  and  the  mani- 
fold glories  of  nature  fade  forever 
front  eyas  that  were  henceforth  to  be 
•ealed  with  a  pitif.ul  blindness,  his  spirit: 
was  crushed  with  a  .seemingly  inconsol- 
able grief;  not  so  much  from  the  physical 
misfortune,  as  from  the  eveident:  use- 
lessness  and  inanition  which  the  scourg- 
ing hand  of  fate  had  bast  upon  him.  But 
despite  His  affliction,  so  potent  «  cause 
for  discouragement,  the  sunshine  which 
was  to  be  forever  denied  the  eyes,  was  to 
flood  the  soul;  the  seeming  life  of 
empty nese  was  Vet  to  be  blessed  with  an 
activity,  crowned  with  glorious  fruition; 
and  from  the  depths  of  dejection,  there 
came  not  only  accomplishment,  but  con- 
solation; consolation  that  found  truth- 
ful and  profound  expression  in  the  con- 
cluding lines  of  the  "Ode  on  His  Blind- 
ness:" 

"They  also  serve  who  on'ly  stand  ■<\v\ 
wait." 
Just  how  well  they  serve— -"they,"  i  he 
seemingly  unfortunate  to  whom  are  lost 
forever  the  blue  of  the  sky,  the  glories 
of  the  sunset  or  the  charm  and  beauty  of 
the  wild  flowers,  the  world  seems  to 
know  but  little.  But  serve  they  do,  arid 
be-  it  said  to  the  honor  of  those  who 
have  been  thus  afflicted,  theirs  is  a 
service  marked  by  a  steadfastness,  zeal 
and  application  That,  has  given  to  the 
blind  a  proficiency  enjoyed  by  compara- 
tively few  of  their  more  fortunate  broth- 
ers, blessed  with  the  priee'iess  treasure 
pf  sight. 

cognizant  of  this  aptitude  and  ability 
Of  the  blind,  there  have  been  opened  with- 
in the  past,  few  years  many  institutions 
where  not  only  general  education  is  of-! 
feied,  but  trades  of  various  kinds  (May  h'5 
learned  by  those  who  through  1>: 
cldent  have   been  deprived  of 


Put  to  Brooklyn,  and  more  especially 
r<<>  a  Brooklyn  man,  is  dm  dit  for 

the   establishment   of  one  of   the   first   of 

tb*  local  trade  school?.  The  Industrial 
for  the  Blind  at  514  Gates  avenuo, 
r«  opening,  has  been  the  mean?  of 
:  two  hundred  honest,  deserving  arid 
reliable  -workmen  from  the  humility  of  a 
possible  almshouse  or  depends nry  for  a 
living.  A  small,  humble  beginning-  it  had, 
This  home  where  healthy,  active  men. 
living  in  a  snhere  of  darkness,  have  found 
not  only  a  livelihood,  but  a  comfortable 
home,  where  frleir  every  warn  Has  been 
attended  to,  and  where  <  onsenial  cohapan- 
lonshijp  abounds.  From  this  beginning, 
made  under  circumstances  most  adverse, 
there  has  blossomed  forth  an  institution 
that  ranks  high  in  the  industrial  achieve- 
ment of  Brooklyn. 

Blind  Superintendent  an  Ideal  Man- 
ager. 

If  ySu.  were  to  walk  into  the  busy,  well 
kept  office  in  the  building  adjoining  the 
home,  you  would  in  all  probability  be 
met  by  a  pleasant,  mild  mannered  man 
of  middle  age,  alert  and  active,  who 
would  conform  to  your  ideal  of  all  that 
a  business  executive  should  be.  If  you 
are  a  customer,  looking  for  a  broom,  a 
chair  that  has  been  left  to  be  caned,  or 
a  new  mattress,  you  will  realize  that 
Superintendent  Eben  P.  Morford  is  a 
man  of  remarkable  business  insight  and 
enetgy.  As  a  conversationist  you  will 
find  in  him  a.  most  agreeable  companion: 
one  who  is  well  informed  and  can  speak 
almost  with  the  weight  of  an  authority 
on    practically    any   subject. 

If  yn;i  s^ek  Bl&tistiee  or  figure*,  he  will 
probably  be  able  to  give  them  off-hand, 
for  his  is  a  memory  most  remarkable: 
if  there  is  a  business  matter  involved, 
however,  requiring  the  assurance  • 
solute  accuracy.  Mr.  Morford  will  depart 
somewhat  from  the  procedutte  of  the  or- 
dinary business  man  who  consults  his 
ledger:  rather  he  will  take  from  his 
vest  pocket  a  number  of  small  cards 
his  fingers  across  them  rapidly,  and  in 
an  instant  give  the  desired  information. 

Jf    you    are    familiar    with    the    reading 
methods  of  the  blind,   the  truth   w  ll 
be    evident,    for    Superintendent    Sfbrford, 
with     his     remarkable     bi  icumeq 

and   keenness   of   mind;    with  an    alactity 
and  -familiarity  that  perm  i  move 

with     perfect,    confidence     through     eve^ 
department  of   his  shops  and  house  with- 
out assis tan ce,  and  to  transact  thousands 
of   dollars   worth    of   business    e 
is   blind.       His    loss  la>tes    back 


• :.  a  long  stretch  of  time,  indeed, 
In  which"  to  be  deprived  of  the  glorious 
sunlight  and  of  nature's  snlen  I  >rs,  b  tl 
with    the   sacrifice    of    se  Lorford 

has    awakened    to    the    realization    of   the 
needs   b|   others    in    a   plight    worse   than 
his  own,   and   with   the  destru< 
own    sight    has    come    a    consecration    of 
his    life    to    the    help    and    assistance    of 

'■  -dy  blind/      In  his  :> 
period   of   his    life    from    n  hi  ■ 
the    Industrial    Home,    Mr.     Morfoid    evi- 
dences an  optimism,   a  resignation  and   a 
philosophy    which    give    to    his    words    a 
rare  and   impressive  significance. 

"It  was  only  when  I  was  confronted 
with  total  blindness  myself,"  he  said  to  a 
Times  representative,  '"and  realized  the 
difficulties  of  the  predicament,  that  I  be- 
gan to  think  of  others  less  fortunate, 
and   to  plan   how  to  assist  them. 

Accident  Determined  a  Career. 

"It  was  in  June,  1S83.  that  the  accident 

happened  that  was  to  change  entirely  the 
course  of  my  future  life.  I  had  just 
graduated  from  school  and  had  started, 
out  with  excellent  prospects  to  enter  upon, 
a  'business  career.  Coming  home,  i 
stopped  in  a  cigar  store  to  make  a  pur- 
chase. A  lad  was  behind  the  counter, 
having  in  his  hand  a  small  pistol. 

"Suddenly  the  boy  remarked:  M.  won- 
<>r  iicv.-  oear  l  can  coana  wirheut  hit-ting  1 
him'."  Something-  flashed.  I  wheeled 
around  and  my  gaze  rested  on  the  clock, 
it  was  just  three  minutes  of  six.  It  Im- 
pressed itself  indelibly--  upon  ray  mem- 
pry;  for  it  was  the  last  thing  I  • 
that  clock,  'way  back  in  1S83. 

"The  sight  of  both  eyes  gone,  I  re- 
alized fully  the  handicap  in  making  a 
livelihood.  Attending  the  New  York  Col- 
lege  for  the  Blind,  at  Thirty-fourth  street 
and  Ninth  avenue,  Manhattan,  for  four 
year*  I  learned  how  to  read  and  write, 
chair  caning,  piano  tuning,  mattes* 
making— in  a  word,  how  to  be  bliiv1. 
After  following  the  work  of  piano  tuning 
for  five  years,  I  procured  a  ^ood  position 
at  upholstering,  and  was  commanding  a 
salary  of  $25  a  week,  when  I  decided  to 
devote  my  life  to  a  new  cause. 

All  this  time  "Mr.  Morford  was  thinking 
of  the  poor  unfortunates  among  the  blinil  j 
who,  for  lack  of  skill  or  occupation,  prob- 
ably knew-  not  where  their  next  meal  was 
coming  from,  and  despite  a  good  posl-  ' 
tlon,  determined  to  interest  people  in  a 
Home.  It  was  slow,  discourag- 
ing work,  and  for  two  years  h~« 
worked  without  compensation,  devoting 
all  his  time  and  savings  to  the  project. 
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The  start,  an  outgrowth  of  a  society  ot 
blind  men  and  women,  known  as  the 
Mizpah  Circle,  was  at  f>6  Lexington  ave- 
nue. Financial  encouragement  was  lent 
by  Mrs.  M.  W.  Manning  and  other*. 
Among  the  benefactors  who  did  much  10 
encourage  the  laudable  project  in  its  in- 
fancy, besides  Mr*.  Manning,  were  a«W 
cording  to  the  fltst  Treasurer's  report 
published  in  1801,  Charles  Mali,  William 
Berri.  Charles  Rohman,  J.  G.  Jenkins, 
-.  Abraham  &  Straus,  James  Bil- 
lings, the  Misses  Ovington,  Kate  Dow, 
Florence  E.  Rodgers,  A.  Blomquest,  Mr?. 
Mills,  Mrs.  Dick..  Mr?.  Morp,  John  Good- 
win, Charles  H.  Dutcher  and  J.  F.  Ell- 
well.  » 

Eater  it  was  deemed  expedient  1o  se- 
cure more  commodious  quarters  «nd  a 
building  fund  was  started  through  the  ac- 
tivity of  Mr.  Berri  and  other*.  Materializa- 
tion of  the  plans  was  made  possible  in  1SW 
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by  the  gift  of  $7,000  given  in  memory  of 
David  and  Priscilla  Jenkins,  by  their 
and  grandsons.  Thus  it  w«s  that 
esent  location  on  ates  avenn 
secured  and  a  comfortable  home  and 
commodious  working:  quarters  afforded 
those  to  -whom  vision  has  been  denied. 
Step  by  step,  the  Home  has  grown 
through  its  own  activity  and  outside  as- 
sistance, without  which  it  could  not  ex- 
ist, until  at  the  present  time  it  is  a  model 
one  of  its  kind.  Epitomized,  its  aims 
and  record  is  as  follows:  Over  200  blind 
adults  have  been  taught  trades;  $75,000 
have  been  distributed  in  wages;  it  pro- 
vides employment  and  a  home  for  the 
destitute  and  needy  blind,  thus  removing 
the  possibility  of  their  dependency  on 
.charity;  it  relieves  the  terrible  mental 
depression  consequent  on  the  loss  of  sight; 
it  supplies  the  opportunity  for  self-support 
and  encouragement  to  all  recently  de- 
prived of  sight. 

Accomplishments  of  the  Blind. 

The  casual  visitor,  who  might  walk  into 
the  shop,  which  is  a  veritable  hive  of  in- 
dustry, could  scarce  believe  that  these 
men,  moving  about  with  the  greatest  of 
freedom  and  without  hesitation,  have  been 
-deprived  of  sight.  Just  back  of  the  office 
Is  a  spacious  room  devoted  to  the  caning 
of  chairs.  Entering,  the  visitor  sees  fif- 
teen or  twenty  men,  well  dressed  aud  in- 
telligent looking,  working  away  with  deft 
lingers,  seemingly  oblivious  of  their  mis- 
fortunes. One  is  whistling  a  merry  tune 
and  to  the  notes  his  fingers  fly  with  dex- 
terity of  an  accomplished  artisan.  Next 
to  him  are  two  young,  rugged  looking 
men  in  the  prime  of  life,  passing  pleas- 
antries as  they  work.  To  outward,  ap- 
pearance* there  is  nothing  amiss,  nothing 
to  denote  the  sacrifice  and  life's  handi- 
cap; their  eyes  are  clear  and  bright;  it  is 
only  by  an  involuntary  start  as  they  hear 
the  voice  of  a  stranger  nearby,  that  you 
realize  the  tragic  truth.  Passing  through 
this  room  you  are  guided  to  the  broom 
making  department,  on  the  floor  above. 
The  stairs  -are  narrow  and  steep,  yet 
Superintendent  Morford  ascends  them 
with  the  agility  and  confidence  of  a 
schoolboy.  Without         faltering-         he 

leads  you  through  the  shop,  call- 
ing each  of  his  employees  by  name  and 
passing  a  word  of  encouragement  as  he 
passes.  As  in  the  department  of  chair 
caning,  the  watchword  in  this  spacious 
workshop  seems  to  be  "Optimism."  De- 
spite their  plight,  the  workmen  are  all 
apparently  content,  and  happy.  With 
skillful  hands  the  rouch  wisps  are  quick- 


ly  converted,  into  -strong  serviceable 
brooms,  the  employees  in  the  meantime, 
conversing  quietly  with  their  neighbors  or 
singing  snatcnes  of  some  sentimental 
song,  learned  perhaps  in  other  and  bright- 
er days.  For  the  stranger  passing  through 
the  workshop  and  witnessing  sights  such 
as  these,  where  smiles  and  tender  song 
strive  bravely  to  dispel  the  gloom,  there 
is  something  ennobling;  something  sug- 
gestive of  the  soft-throated  bird  in  the 
cage,  that  despite  its  limited  "environment 
and  the  seeming  cruelty  of  fate,  strives 
to  make  the  world  happier,  oblivious 
of  its  own  misfortune,  by  an  outburst  of 
joyous  melody. 

Throughout  the  various  departments, 
there  is  evidence  of  the  same  thrift,  the 
same  skill  and  above  all,  the  same  pa- 
tient resignation.  The  range  of  salaries 
varies  from  $3  to  $9  or  $10  per  week.  Oc- 
casionally, rapid  workmen  will  command 
more,  wages  as  high  as  $14  or  $15  having 
been  paid  in  the  past.  About  one-half  of 
the  men  employed  are  married  and  live 
at  their  own  homes  in  the  neighborhood. 
The  remainder  reside  at  the  Industrial 
Home,  and  after  the  day's  work  is  done, 
and  supper  served,  enjoy  themselves  with 
various  kinds  of  amusements.  Some  are 
skilled  musicians  and  by  their  accom- 
plishments on  the  piano,  guitar,  zither 
and  flute  help  to  pass  the  long  evenings. 


Blind  Are  Diligent  Readers. 

Another  diversion  afforded  Js  reading, 
for  paradoxical  though  it  jnay  seem,  ^he 
blind  as  a  rule,  are  veritable  "book 
worms."  To  such  an  extent  is  this  true 
that  one  instance  is  known,  where,  the 
flesn  of  the  lingers  on  both  hands  of  a 
woman  having  been  worn  raw  by  assidu-. 
ous  reading,  she  used  her  lips  in  de- 
ciphering the  'letters,  rather  than  aban- 
don her  favorite  pastime. 

For  the  blind  reader,  five  systems  are 
available.  Books  are  written  in  the  va- 
rious methods  and  hence  it  is  practically 
necessary  for  the  blind  student  to  mas- 
ter the  entire  ftrV^-  The  alhpabets  are 
arranged  by  means  of  points,  made  with 
a  stylus  and  a  form  or  slate,  which 
causes  raised  surfaces  such  as  might  be 
formed  by  pressing  the  head  of  a  pin  al- 
most through  a  piece  of  paper.  In  the 
New  York  point  system,  the  letters  are 
formed  by  the  varied  positions  of  th% 
raised  dots,  which  are  two  points  high 
and  three  broad.  In  the  Braille  system, 
dots  throe  points  high  and  two  broad  arc 
used.  Thus,  by  running  the  finger  tips 
rapidly  over  thc.^e  dots,   the  blind  person 


THE  R>UNI> 
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can  read  with  remarkable  speed  and  fa- 
cility. Friction  from  the  raised  surface, 
however,  if  too  long  continued  cause  the 
finger  tips  to  become  tender  and  often- 
times raw. 

It  is-  not  generally  known  that  libra  riesf 
for     the      blind     have    been     established 
throughout  the  country,    but   such   is   theY 
fact.    In  Brooklyn,  at  Fourth  avenue  andi 
Pacific   street,  there  is  a  library  contain-' 
ing  many  hundred  volume^writtcn  in  the 
various    blind    systems.    These    boks    em-  i 
brace   fiction,     history,     literature,    travel,  j 
science  and  in   fact,  every  branch  that  is' 
n variable    to    the    ordinary    reader.     It    is 
by   ^reading,     music     and     similar     diver- 
sion.-,  that    th<:>   inmates   of  the   home   are 
kept  ocupjed   and   free   from  the   depres- 
sion  that    their   affliction    might    tend 
produce. 

The  Blind  Barber. 

Perhaps    the    most    novel    departure    of 
the   Home   is    to   be   found   in   the  barber 
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shop,  which  is  conducted  by  a  blind  bar- 
ber who  was  formerly  a  first-class  ton- 
sorial  artist  in  a  local  hotel.  In  shaving: 
his  customers,  he  uses  an  ordinary  razor, 
Ing  the  safety  appliance  variety.  lit. 
wields  the  blade  with  entire  confidence 
and  remarkable  deftness,  and  has  won  an 
enviable  reputation  fox  excellent  work. 
In  explaining-  his  ability  to  shave  with- 
out cutting,  Superintendent  Morford 
states  that  while  barbers  apparently  use 
their  eyes,  it  is  really  by  the  sense  of 
touch  that  they  shave  their   customers. 

'•It  is  not  that  the  blind  are  blessed  with 
any  special  gifts  that  they  accomplish  as 
much  as  they  do,"  commented  Superin- 
tendent Morford,  "but  that  they  develop 
the  sense  of  touch  instead  of  the  eyes. 
A  person  with  vision,  upon  hearing-  a 
noise,  uses  his  eyes,  a  blind  person  opens 
his  ears  and  listens.  A  person  with  sight 
can  see  a  street  corrier,  a  blind  person 
can  tell  when  he  reaches  it  by  the  dif- 
ferent current  of  air.  By  the  fact  that 
he  is  blind,  he  can  appreciate  music  bet- 
ter, can  see  a  joke  quicker 'and  enjoy  it 
keener  than  the  average  individual. 

"People  marvel  at  the  blind,"  continued 
Mr.  Morford,  "because  they  seem  to  be 
able  to  find  their  way,  as  if  possessed  of 
sight.  This  is  not  due  to  instinct  or  to 
any  special  gift,  but  rather  is  the  result 
of  cultivation  and  confidence,  which  is  the 
basis     of     accomplishment. 

"About  90  per  cent,  of  our  employees 
were  rendered  blind  by  accident  after 
they  had  reached  manhood.  Those  who 
were  born  blind  are  most  to  be  pitied, 
as  they  have-  no  conception  of  space,  nor 
can  they  comprehend  how,  by  shading  on 
paper,  an  article  can  be  made  to  look 
round.  The  "beauties  of  life  to  them  have 
been  lost,  for  they  have  entirely  been 
shut  off  from  the  outside  world. 

A  Lesson  in  Optimism. 
"Folks  are  beginning-  to  realize,  how- 
ever," resumed  Mr.  Morford,  after  he  had 
bade  a  cheery  good  day  to  an  old  em- 
ployee, who  had  dropped  in  to  pay  his 
compliments,  "that  the  blind  man  is  jii.st 
like  other' men,  and  can  be  depended  upon 
to  do  his  work,  and  do.  it  well,  if  he  has 
the  chance.  It  was  to  give  him  the 
chance  that  I*  started  this  work,  which 
has  grown,  but  which  is  still  inadequate. 
I  am  still  forced  to  turn  many  deserving- 
men  away.  However,  I  am  endeavoring 
to  raise  an  endowment  fund  of  $40,000, 
which,  with  money  I  have  already 
pledged,  will  permit  me  to  double  ray 
facilities,  and  will  give  to  Brooklyn  a 
home  of  which,  she  may  well  be  proud. 


"You  see,"  observed  Mr.  Morford  with 
a  smile,  as  he  arranged  his  papers  and 
letters  with  all  the  exactness  and  pre- 
cision of  an  ideal  business  men,  "the  blind 
have  a  niche  to  fill  in  this  World  the  same 
as  other  folks;  they  have  a  work  to  do, 
and  can  do  it  well,  if  they  are  given  the 
chance.'' 

At  this  juncture  the  superintendent  was 
interrupted  by  the  small  army  of  workers, 
who,  their  day's  work  over,  were  leaving 
their  benches,  and  bade  their  employer. a 
friendly  gcod  night.  With  cheery  words 
and  faces  wreathed  in  smiles,  they  step- 
ped into  the  street  and  into  the  sunshine 
—the  punch ine  that  was  to  them  shut  out 
forever,  but  which,  as  was  evident  from 
their  faces,  could  not  be  kept  from  their 
hearts— as  they  mingled  with  the  passing 
crowd  there  was  given  a  ring  of  truth  to 
Milton's  sublime  words,  "They  also  serve 
who  only  stand  and  wait.'* 
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BUND.  LIVES 
MADE  USEFUL 


fF  you  had  stood  at  the  end  of  the 
workroom,  turned  into  a  drill  room 
for  the  time  being,  and  watched 
the  thirty  boys  go  through  the 
manual  of  arms  with  their  wands  and 
practise  the  Boy  Scouts'  drill  with  easy 
precision,  you  probably  wouldn't  have 
guessed  that  every  one  of  the  Scouts 
was  blind.  There  was  none  of  the  grop- 
ing or  uncertainty  of  step  usually  asso- 
ciated with  blindness.  Every  bry  step- 
ped out  as  confidently  as  though  the 
handicap  didn't  exist,  and  there  was  a 
snap  and  go  to  the  drill  that  would  have 
done  credit  to  regulars. 

One  thing  you  learned  at  once;  that 
being  blind  doesn't  necessarily  mean 
being  cut  off  from  all  the  fun  in  life, 
for  up  at  the  'Lighthouse."  as  they  call 
the  headquarters  of  the  New  Vork  As- 
sociation for  the  Blind  at  118  Fast  Fifty- 
ninth  street,  New  York  city,  are  to  be 
fo-und  some  of  the  happiest  men  and  wo- 
men  and   boys  and   girls   in   New   York. 


After  khe  drill  was  over  the  Hoys  had 
a  lesson  In  making  knots  and  splices 
with     Mr.     Wideman,     who    was    a    deep 

water  Bailor  before  he  lost  his  sight,  as 
their  teacher.  They  learned  that  a  man 
doesn't  have  to  see  to  tie  a  bowline  or 
make  a  short  splice,  for  a  sailor  often 
has  to  work  in  the  dark  and  in  a  hurry. 
The  Scouts  were  rapidly  perfecting 
themselves  in  the  first  course  leading 
to  the  salt  water  degree  of  A.  B.  when 
the  lesson  had  to  end  because  the  room 
which  in  the  present  cramped  quarters 
of  the  Ligfiithouse  serves  mViny  pur- 
poses, was  needed  for  the  grownups' 
debating  club.  Earlier  in  the  day  the 
same  room  was  the  workshop  where 
basket  and   rug  makers  were  busy. 

Upstairs  a  blind  stenographer  is  taking 
dictation  on  a  machine  that  carries  a 
paper  ribbon  on  which  raised  characters 
are  made.  The  dictation  finished,  she 
roads  her  notes  as  rapidly  as  she  can 
slip  the  paper  through  her  fingers. 
Near  by  a  blind  operator  at  the  tele- 
phone switchboard  plugs  in  with  unerr- 
ing accuracy  and  trills  her  numbers  in 
owite    the    approved    fashion. 

Miss  Winifred  Holt,  who  with  her 
sister,  Mrs.  Josept  Holt  Bloodgood,  first 
kindled  the  Lighthouse  beacon  for  the 
blind,  calls  one  of  the  girls  to  run  an 
errand  to  the  top  floor.  The  young 
woman  turns  down  the  hall  as  confident- 
ly as  though  she  had  sight  and  runs 
quickly   and   gracefully    up    the    stairs. 

Everywhere  in  the  Lighthouse  it  is  the 
same,  every  one  is  busy  and  every  one 
is  happy.  The  only  thing  that  makes 
the  place  seem  different  from  any  other 
busy  office  is  the  beautifully  modulated 
voices  of  the  women  and  the  quick  cour- 
tesy  with   which   the  visitor   is  met. 

Miss  Holt  as  '  secretary  and  moving 
spirit  in  the  work  is  almost  too  busy  to 
talk  about  it,  but  she  finds  time  before 
turning  the  visitor  over  to  one  of  her 
assistants  to  emphasize  the  fact  that 
the  association  is  a  State  organization, 
independent  of  politics  or  political  con- 
trol and  dependent  for  its  support 
largely  on  the  public,  although  the  blind 
workers  all  help  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves. She  talks  of  the  need  for  money 
to  pay  off  the  mortgage  on  the  land 
almost  across  the  street  where  a  new 
Lighthouse  is  being  built  and  to  pro- 
vide a  larger  endowment  to  pay  the 
teaching   force. 

William  V.  King  is  the  treasurer,  and 
Miss  Holt  says  that  money  comes  to 
him  from   all   sorts  of  people.     One  blind 
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man  sent  In  $1  out  of  his  earnings,  an- 
other sacrificed  something  to  send  ten 
cents,  while  a  blind  boy  who  had  been 
taught  at  the  Lighthouse  and  is  now 
employed  in  an  office  in  competition  with 
boys  who  see  sent  $5,  his  savings  from 
his  $7  a  week  salary.  The  eagerness  of 
the  blind  whom  the  association  has 
helped  to  be  self-supporting  to  assist 
others  out  of  the  idleness  that  used  to 
go  with  .loss  of  sight  is  one  of  the  best 
evidences  of  the  success  of  the  work, 
says    Miss    Holt. 

There  is  another  Lighthouse  recently 
founded  in  Buffalo,  and  it  is  planned  to 
extend  the  work  as  the  funds  come  in. 
Over  in  the  workshop  on  East  Forty- 
second  street,  where  they  make  brooms, 
the  blind  workers  of  the  Lighthouse 
force  did  over  $25,000  worth  of  business 
last  year.  The  rug  and  basket  industry 
brings  in  a  living  for  more  of  the  sight 
less  men  and  women  and  with  money 
build  more  workshops  there  would  bo 
room  for  more  workers,  all  eager  for, the 
chance    to    become    self-supporting. 

The  work  is  carried  into  the  homes  of 
the  blind,  for  the  association  has  listed 
10,000  cases  of  blindness  and  is  in  per- 
sonal touch  with  approximately  7,000  of 
these.  Besides  teaching  the  blind  to  be 
self-supporting  the  association  looks 
after  the  social-  side  of  their  lives.  It 
provides  free  tickets  to  concerts  and 
lectures,  excursions  into  the  country  and 
to  the  seaside  and  it  publishes  the 
Searchlight,  the  first  magazine  for  blind 
children    to  be  published   in    this  country. 

And  all  this  has  been  accomplished  in 
the  five  years  since  Miss  Holt  and  her 
sister  began  the  work  in  their  home. 
Miss  Helen  Keller,  vice-president  of  the 
association,  has  said  of  the  association's 
work:  "The  public  will  hold  up  your 
hands.  Let  it  only  be  brought  home  to 
their  hearts  that  the  blind  are  not  hope- 
lessly doomed  to  idleness,  lhat  they  may 
become  honorable,  useful  citizens,  and 
your  appeal  will  not  be  in  vain."  J^ 
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Work  Now  Being   Done  Judged  by  a 
Blind   Law  Student. 

To  th<9<*E<litor  of  The  Nc-io  York  Times: 

As  a  man^wlthout  Bight,  concerned  with 
the  wjflf^e  of  the  blind,  and  familiar, 
through  Observation  and  hard  experience, 
with  the*  situation,  I  have  read  with 
great  interest  what  you  have  published 
in  recent  Issues  under  the  head  "  The 
Blind  Commission  "  and  "  Work  for  the 
Blind."  In  your  editorial  article  of  March 
25  you  state  that  the  Burd  bill  is  unnec- 
essary, as  It  would  result  in  duplicating 
the  work  of  the  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind.  In  a  letter  in  your  issue  of 
March  30  W.  G.  Holmes,  manager  of  the 
Ziegler  magazine,  takes  the  position  that 
this  will  not  be  the  case,  as  the  commis- 
sion will  not  have  money  to  waste  on  du- 
plication in  a  field  so  wide  as  this  one  of 
work  for  the  blind.  He  goes  on  to  show 
that  there  are  other  organizations  work-, 
lug  for  the  blind  here  and  that  they  do 
not  interfere  with  the  association.  The 
Issue  is  thus  clearly  presented:  Will  the 
work  of  the  commission  duplicate  or  in- 
terfere with  that  of  the  association?  It 
Is  safe  to  say  that  it  will  not. 

This  morning  you  have  a  letter  from 
Charles  H.  Strong,  In  which  he  discusses, 
not  the  question  in  hand,  but  the  alleged 
achievements  of  the  New  York  Associa- 
tion. What  this  association  has  done  or 
is  doing  is  really  not  in  issue;  but  since 
Mr.  Strong  has  chosen  to  raise  the  ques- 
tion I  ask  leave,  as  a  blind  man,  to  say 
a  few  words  about  it. 

Mr.  Strong  says  that  the  association  is 
in  touch  with  2,648  blind  persons  in  Great- 
er New  York.  In  its  report,  which  I  have 
before  me,  the  association  claims  to  be 
or  to  have  been  in  personal  touch  with 
7,000  blind  persons  in  the  greater  city.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  it  is-  practically  certain 
that  there  are  not  more  than  7,000  blind 
people  in  the  entire  State.  Why  this 
discrepancy  in  figures?  Mr.  Strong  re- 
fers your  readers  to  the  report  of  the  as- 
sociation for  further  information. 

Will  Mr.  Strong,  through  your  columns 
or  in  some  other  way,  continue  to  con- 
tradict the  statements  in  the  report? 
Aga.in,  just  what  is  meant  by  the  term 
"  personal  touch "?  As  a  blind  man  I 
should   be   exceedingly   happy   if   I   knew 


that  material  aid  was  being  given  to 
one-tenth  of  the  2,648  persons  with  whom 
the  association  is  said  to  be  in  personal 
touch.  It  is  further  stated  that  the  as- 
sociation has  listed  10,000  names.  I  know 
one  organization,  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment, which  has  on  its  files  a  list  of 
nearly  70,000  names;  but  no  one  will  claim 
that  lists  of  names  are  of  any  material 
assistance  to  the  blind. 

If  there  is  any  good  reason  why  the 
Burd  bill  should  not  be  signed  by  Gov 
Dix  let  us  have  that  reason,  together  with 
facts  sufficient  for  its  justification;  bu 
let  us  not  cloud  the  issue  with  a  di 
cussion  of  the  merits  or  demerits  of  o 
ganizations  assuming  to  be  working 
the  interest  of  the  blind.  As  I  personal 
know,  the  Intelligent  and  well-informed 
blind  of  this  State  are  a  unit  for  this 
measure  and  are  entitled  to  be  heard. 
Such  opposition  as  exists  has  come  from 
sighted  people  who  evidently  do  not  real- 
ize what  a  great  benefit  the  operation  of 
this  law  will  be  to  the  thousands  of 
blind  people  of  this   State. 

In  order  that  you  may  know  who  I  am 
I  will  state  that  I  am  a  graduate  of 
Columbia  College  and  a  senior  in  the 
Columbia  Law  School. 

BENJAMIN   BERINSTEIN. 

New  York,    March  31,    1912. 
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To  the  Editor  of  The  New  York  Times: 

In  your  issue  of  last  Friday  you  stated  that 
the  law  now  awaiting  Gov.  Dix's  signature  to 
become  effeotive,  was  superfluous.  As  the 
Commissioner  appointed  by  Gov.  Wilson  in 
New  Jersey  last  year,  I  wish  to  take  Issue 
with  you  for  two  reasons.  First,  because  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  is  not 
responsible  to  any  one,  but  collects  funds  and 
administers  them  as  in  its  own  judgment  is 
wise,  and  works  along  lines  entirely-  of  its 
own  choosing.  Thus  far  the  work  of  this 
splendid  society  has  been  good  and  meets  to  a 
great  extent  the  needs  of  the  poorer  blind  of 
New  York  City.  But  this  by  no  means  is  a 
guarantee  that  such  will  always  be  the  case. 
If  for  this  reason  alone  there  ought  to  be  a 
recognized  body,  such  as  this  commission,  to 
oversee  and  to  co-operate  with  this  organiza- 
tion, and  any  other  such  enterprises  through- 
out your  State.  A  second  reason  for  a  State- 
wide and  State-recognized  commission  is  that 
a  commission  has  power  both  with  the  press 
and  with  the  public.  The  reports  of  societies 
are  not  so  carefully  gone  over  as  those  of 
commissions  are,  and  the  result  is  concrete, 
centralized,    constructive    information. 

C.    R.    DIEFFENBACH. 
Jersey  City,  March  3,   1912.  j 
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^■^PELPING   THE  BLIND. 

Edrf^r    Brooklyn    Dally   Eagle: 

Your  Issue  of  the  2d  Inst,  contains 
a  letter  from  a  Charles  Strong,  In  re- 
gard to  the  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind,  but  his  article  does  not  deal 
with  the  subject  in  question,  which  is, 
"that  a  commission-  for  the  blind  of 
this  State,  a  bill  for  which  passed  the 
last  Legislature,  and  which  now  only 
awaits  the'  Governor's  signature  to  make 
it  a  law,  would  not  duplicate  or  in- 
jure the  work  of  the  New  York  Associa 
tion    for    the    Blind." 

Objection  had  been  made  to  the  state- 
ment, made  by  the  New  York  Associa- 
tion, that  it  had  been  in  touch  with 
7,000  blind  in  Greater  New  York.  Mr.  I 
Strong  now  states  that  it  has  been  in ' 
touch  with  2,648  blind  people  in  Greater 
New  York.  As  there  is  about  this  num- 
ber of  blind  in  New  York  City,  it  is 
probable  they  mean  by  coming  in  touch 
with  this  number,  that  they  have  a  list 
of  this  number  of  names,  and  could  go 
out  and  "personally  touch"  them.  But 
one  thing  is  certain,  they  are  not  ren- 
dering substantial  aid  to  many  of  this 
number.  There  are  a  dozen  organiza- 
tions for  the  blind  in  New  York  and 
Brooklyn,  all  of  which  are  doing  a  good 
work,  and  the  New  York  Association  does 
not,  and  cannot,  do  all  that  should  be 
done  for  the  blind  of  this  city  and 
State. 

He  also  adds  that  the  association  does 
give  instruction  to  blind  people  outside 
of  New  York  City,  and  that  blind  per- 
sons from  other  parts  of  this  State  have 
come  to  them  to  learn,  trades.  T  am 
quite  sure  that  the  blind  of  the  State 
outside  of  New  York  City  who  have 
received  substantial  aid  from  the  New 
York  Association  could  be  counted  on 
the  fingers,  and  those  who  have  been 
made  self-supporting  by  them  by  lin- 
gers on  one  hand.  I  do  not  know  of 
a  single  blind  person  outside  of  the  city, 
who  has  learned  a  trade  at  the  New 
York  Association  here,  that  is  making 
him  self-supporting,  though  there  may 
be    some. 

The  fact  remains,  however,  that  they 
are  not  reaching  the  3,000  blind  of  the 
State  outside  of  the  city,  and  are  giv- 
ing substantial  material  help  to  but 
comparatively  few  in  the  city;  but  the 
question  under  discussion  is,  not  what 
they  are  doing,  but  is,  "does  this  State 
need    a    commission    for    the    blind,    such 


as  many  other  states  have,  and  which 
are  doing  good  work  in  their  respective 
states." 

The  nearly  seven  thousand  blind  of 
the  State  and  nearly  every  organization 
for  the  blind  of  the  State  wants  the 
commission.  The  friends  of  the  New  York 
Association  do  not  want  it,  because  they 
say  it  will  injure  and  duplicate  that 
work.  The  question  is  not,  what  is  best 
for  the  New  York  Association,  but,  what 
Is   best   for   the  blind  themselves. 

W.   G.   HOLMES,    i 

Brooklyn,  April  5.  g 
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WORK  WITH  THE   BLIND.  \jj 

New  fcj^x     Association's     Report     Is 

^ffxplalned  and  Corrected. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  ~Ncw  York  Times: 

Mr.  Walter  G.  Holmes's  letter  to  THE  TIMES 
requires  correction  regarding  an  impression 
which  he  gives  concerning  tfte  work  of  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind.  Despite 
his  opinion  to  the  contrary,  the  New  York  as- 
sociation is  actually  helping  more  than  one- 
tenth  of  the  2,648  blind  with  whom  it  comes 
personally  in  touch  in  Greater  New  York.  It 
has  altogether  been  in  touch  with  about  7,000 
blind,  and  has  listed  about  10.000  cases.  These 
facts  are  obtained  from  the  Census  Bureau  of 
the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind, 
which  has  taken  by  personal  visitation  the 
census  of  the  blind  in  Greater  New  York,  and 
has  also  the  census  of  the  blind  throughout  the 
State.  It  lent  the  State  in  all  $0,000  for  this 
purpose,  donating  $1. GOO  to  the  commission  of 
1906,  for  which  the  Recording  Secretary  of  the 
association,  as  director  of  the  census  for  the 
commission,  did  this  work  free  of  cost  in  the 
office  of  the  association. 

This  census  was  the  basis  of  the  present 
Registration  Bureau  of  the  New  f 
t'lon  for  the  Blind.  The  association  estimates 
tifet 'there  are  about  8,000  blind  in  Greater 
N>v\  York;  it  is  constantly  adding  to  Its  re- 
ports cases  of  new  blind  individuals  who  are 
found  by  its  home  teachers,  or  who  come  to  It 
t ruction,  information,  tools  or  materials, 
or  to  join  its  classes  or  club's. 

We  regret  extremely  the  typographical  ftrfor 
to  which  Mr.  Holmes  cails  our  attention  on 
Page  15  of  the  first  issue  of  our  report;  it 
has  since  been  corrected.  The  figure  of  7,000 
blind  with  whom  «e  have  been  In  touch, 
is  correct,  but  the  words  "In  Greater 
New  York  "  should  not  have  been  printed, 
and       have      since       been       cllmina'ed.  The 

statement,    however,    occurs    again    properly    on 


Pates   18  and   30.      It    «tl   also   correctly  made 
in    the    programme  ■  remonies    for    the 

laylnp  of  the  cornersU<n e  o"  the  new  Lighthouse 
bv  President  Taft,  and  in  our  other  circulars. 

New   YorH.    April    5,    1913 


K 


>f.,  It 


~W-  . 


,rul      %  %. 


Co-Operative  Association  Holds  Electiot 

and  Plan 8  Are  Made  for  Presenting 

Minstrel  Show. 

The  Rochester  Co-Operative  Asso- 
ciation which  is  doing  excellent  work 
among  the  bUnd .of  this  city,  recently 
elected  the  folloVing  officers:  Presi- 
dent, James  L.  Cowley;  vice-president, 
John  E.  Wyant;  secretary,  Franklin  A. 
Morley;  treasurer,  Jacob  L.  Frank. 
These  officers  are  all  without  sight,  as 
is  every  member  of  the  Association. 

After  th.e  election,  plans  were  made 
to  hold  a  minstrel  show  sometime  in 
the  fall,  ^he  association  has  already- 
put  itself  on  record  as  being  quite  cap-* 
able  of  furnishing  excellent  entertain- 
ment for  the  public;  and  those  who  at- 
tended the  "Piano  Lecture-Recital" 
given  under  its  auspices  at  Conven- 
tion Hall  last  winter,  will  look  for- 
ward to  the  coming  event  with  much 
enthusiasm.  There  is  little  doubt  that 
Mr.  Perry,  the  eminent  blind  pianist, 
will  return  to  Convention  Hall  next 
winter. 
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A  Temporary  Setback. 
Editor  The  Enquirer: 

Except  as  a  memory,  the  Burd  bill 
for  the  adult  blind  of  New  York  state 
is  no  more.  Passed  with  practically 
no  opposition  in  the  legislature,  en- 
dorsed by  leading"  educational  organ- 
izations, receiving  the  support  of  all 
but  one  of  the  associations  and  insti- 
tutions for  the  blind  in  this  state,  the 
measure  was  deemed  superfluous  by 
Governor  Dix.  That  such  a  commission 
as  that  contemplated  in  this  bill  is 
needed  in  New  York  state  4s  evidenced 
in  part  by  the  fact  that  there  are  now 
on  file,  in*  the  State  School  for  the 
Blind  at  Batavia,  104  rejected  applica- 
tions for  entrance  to  the  industrial  de- 
partment of  that  institution.  These  ap- 
plications were  made  by  blind  men 
over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  who,  at 
present,  are  unable  to  obtain  instruc- 
tion in  trades  that  would  render  them 
self-supporting.  It  was  for  such  mei 
and  women  who  can  work  that  tht 
commission  was  projected. 

The  New  York  City  Association  foi 
the  Blind  is  doing  a  wank  ,  which  has 
attracted  a  great  deal  of  attentioi 
Much  publicity  has  been  given  to  aj 
forts  which,  in  themselves,  while  woi 
thy  of  credit,  are  by  no  means  equiva- 
lent to  the  exaggerated  claims  made 
by  this  association.  As  a  result  the 
effective  work  of  a  dozen  other  activi- 
ties, highly  commendable,  has  been 
ignored.  What  such  local  efforts  have 
long  needed  is  co-ordination.  In  the 
judgment  of  all  but  one  organization, 
the  projected  commission  would  have 
not  only  brought  all  these  activities 
together,  but  covered  the  great  field 
at  present  untouched  by  any  existing 
organization  or  institution.  Until  a 
few  days  ago  it  was  thought  that  the 
executive  of  the  state  of  New  York 
would  be  willing  to  meet  the  requests 
of  hundreds  of  this  state's  citizens  for 
a  chance  to  be  heard  in  their  own  be- 
half. Gradually  this  confidence  changed 
to  hope  and  the  hope  slowly  wasted 
away.  The  opposition  was  too  fasci- 
nating. The  duty  of  protecting  the 
rights  of  hundreds  of  politically  un- 
important citizens  became  too  tire- 
some. The  data  in  support  of  the  bill 
was  too  conclusive  while  that  sup- 
porting the  questionable  claims  of  the 
New  York  City  association  was  ab- 
sorbingly interesting  and  the  Burd  bill 
died. 


In  thus  causing-  the  demise  of  this 
measure  the  New  York  City  Associa- 
tion tor  the  Blind  must  make  good  its 
claim  to  being  so  important  and  so 
widely  efficient  that  a  commission 
for  the  whole  number  of  blind  in  the 
state  would  result  in  a  "duplication  of 
effort,"  and  a  "hampering  of  the  larger 
work"  being  planned  and,  we  hope, 
conducted  at  No.  118  East  Fifty-ninth 
street.  Miss  Holt,  the  resident  manager 
of  this  association,  has  claimed  the  en- 
tire state  as  her  parish.  Not  only  the 
blind  of  New  York  city  and  state,  but 
of  many  cities  and  states,  are  waiting 
for  results.  The  field  is  very  large. 
Will  she  make  good? 

No  good  work  is  ever  wholly  lost.  1 
The  influence  of  these  four  months  of 
effort  will  not  soon  be  spent.  A  new 
and  better  informed  interest  in  the 
cause  of  the  blind  has  been  created  in 
many  parts  of  the  state.  The  time  is 
rapidly  coming  when  no  one  man  or 
woman,  no  matter  what  political  pow- 
er or  wealth  he  or  she  may  possess, 
can  definitely  check  the  growth  of  a 
public  recognition  of  a  great  need. 
Among  the  problems  confronting  the 
workers  for  the  blind  today,  no  other 
assumes  the  importance  of  that  con- 
cerned with  equipping  sightless  men 
and  women  to  become  self-supporting. 
To  hinder  such  a  movement,  even  from 
motives  which  may  seem  justifiable 
to  the  opposition,  is  an  act  the  con- 
sequences of  which  cannot  now  be 
estimated. 

To  those  who  have  the  best  interests 
of  the  blind  at  heart,   such  opposition 
is    almost    incredible.      In    the    mean- 
time,   the    almshouse    will    indefinitely  j 
continue    to    feed    and    otherwise    care  , 
for  able-bodied  men  and  women  with-  j 
out  sight  and  hundreds  who  have  long-  | 
ed  for  a  chance  to   work   will   still   be 
compelled  to  sit  idly  in  the  dark.  The 
first     real     movement    to    reach,    in    a 
practical  way,  the  blind   of  the  whole 
state,  has  been  defeated  by  a  few   in- 
dividuals    whose     money     and     social 
position  give  them  entrance  to  official 
circles   to   the   exclusion    of   the   needs 
and    merits    of    the    people    for    whom 
they     profess     the    profoundest    sym- 
pathy and  for  whom  they  claim  to  do. 
so  much.      INTERESTED  READER.  J 
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That  of  Bill  For  State  Relief 

For  the  Blind  Arouses 

Local  Comment. 


MR.  BURD   SURPRISED. 


Senator  Believed  That  the  Governo] 

Would  Sign  the  Bill— To  Raise 

Funds  Here. 


Gov.  Dix  has  written  to  Senator  Bur 
stating  bis  reasons  for  vetoing  the  bi 
which  passed  both  branches  of  the  legisls 
tare  almost  without  a  dissenting  vote 
which  authorized  the  establishment  of  a 
industrial  school  for  the  blind.  The  bi 
called  for  the  appointment  of  a  con 
mission  to  investigate  conditions  i 
fecting  the  blind  throughout  t 
state.  Its  acts  had  to  be  passed  upc 
and  ratified  by  the  governor.  The  coram! 
sion  could  give  financial  aid  to  association 
not  self-sustaining  for  the  care  and  relie 
of  the  blind,  as,  for  instance,  to  the  Bit 
falo  Association  for  the  Blind,  which  ha 
a  shop  on  Washington  street,  near  the  Chij 
pewa  market. 

The  defeat  of  this  measure,  according 
those  behind  the  Buffalo  association,  necess- 
itates another  appeal  to  the  general  public; 
and  accordingly  an  entertainment  will  be 
held  at  the  Star  Theatre  next  Sunday  even- 
ing, the  proceeds  from  which  will  go  to  the 
association.  A  feature  of  the  entertainment 
will  be  tht  playing  of  Edwin  Grass,  a  blind 
violinist  of  New  York. 

According  to  tho  communication  fnoni 
Got.  Dlx  he  vetoed  the  bill  because  he  fear* 
ed  there  would  be  friction  between  such  a 
commission  and  the  New  York  Assflfiiatiw* 
for  the  Blind,  which  aims  to  do  work  of  the 


. 


kilWI  sp^lflt'd  in  the  art,  and  because 
feared  the  operation  of  such  a  school  wouU 
discourage  private  subscriptions  and  assist 
ance  for  the  blind,  and  would  very  like]; 
.seriously  diminish  the  activities  of  oertflir 
local  associations  throughout  the  stat 
which  aim   to  liHp  the  blind. 

Senator  Rtml  believes  that  the  veto  of  ihc 
bill  is  largely  due  to  the  antagonism  of  the 
New  York  city  association,  at  the  head  of 
which  Is  Miss  Holt,  a  warm  personal  friend 
of  the  governor's  wife.  This  association  was 
the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  state  which 
stood  out  against  the  bill  when  it  was  be- 
fore the  legislature. 

Senator  Burd  was  much  surprised  at  thej 
governor's  action,  as  his  last  talk  with 
Dix  gave  him  a  strong  belief  that  the 
would  meet  with  favorable  action. 


at  the. 
ith  Mr/ 
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OF  STATE 

-PUT  Mill  IDLE 

Bill  for  a  State  Commission  Did 

Not  Receive  the  Approval 

of  Gov.  Dix 


STATEMENT  IS  ISSUED  BY 
THE  ALBANY  ASSOCIATION 

■'<■ 
Says  the  Governor  Was  Influenced  by 
the  Exaggerated  Representations  of 
Some  Friends  of  the  New  York  City 
Association. 


Among  the  measures  which  passed 
and  which  failed  to  reoeive  the  ap- 
proval   of   Governor  Dix  was  the  bill 


creating  a  state  commission  for  the 
improvement  of  the  condition  of  the 
blind,  introduced  by  Senator  Burd 
of  Buffalo.  Concerning  this  bill  the 
Albany  Association  of  the  Blind  has 
just  issued  a  statement  in  which  ij 
says: 

"The  proposed  commission  was 
establish  necessary  shops  in  which 
instruct  the  adult  blind  of  the  state  1\ 
such  trades  and  occupations  as 
perience  has  taught  can  successful! 
be  mastered  by  the  sightless,  and  ii 
this  way  a  small  army  of  the  idle 
blind  people  of  the  state  would  soon 
become  busy  workers,  and  many  of 
them,  it  was  expected,  would  become 
self-supporting.  The  bill  carried  an 
appropriation  of  $25,000,  and  provid- 
ed that  Ave  commissioners,  one  of 
whom  must  be  a  blind  man,  should 
serve  without  Compensation.  The 
measure  had  the  support  of  all  of  the 
schools,  associations  and  organizations 
in  the  state  working  for  the  interest 
of  the  blind,  except  the  New  York 
city  association,  and  it  was  through 
the  exaggerated  representations  of 
some  of  the  friends  of  this  organiza- 
tion that  Governor  Dix  was  induced 
to  withhold  his  approval  from  the  bill. 
"The  New  York  Association  for  the 
blind  is  a  local  organization  in  New 
York  city,  working  under  the  direction 
of  Miss  Winifred  Holt,  and  although 
they  are  only  in  a  position  to  help  and 
instruct  a  very  limited  number  of  the 
many  blind  in.  Greater  New  York,  still 
the  friends  of  this  association  claimed 
to  the  governor  that  this  New  York 
city  organization  was  state  wide,  and 
was  giving  assistance  to  the  seven 
thousand  blind  in  the  Empire  state, 
and  that  other  organizations  outside 
of  New  York  city  were  branches  of 
the  New  York  city  association.  The 
associations  for  the  blind  in  Albany 
and  Buffalo  were  particularly  men- 
tioned as  branches  of  the  New  York 
association,  while  the  truth  is  that 
these  organizations  or  any  similar  as- 
sociations in  the  state  have  no  connec- 
tion or  receive  any  financial,  industrial 
or  other  assistance  from  the  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind.  These 
reports,  like  many  others  concerning 
the  work  of  the  New  York  association 
were  malicious  and  made  with  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  deceiving  the  gover- 
nor and   the  public. 

"The    New     York     association     has 

never    been    able    to    give    any    assist- 

.  ance   to   the   blind   outside   of  Greater 

New   York,    and   in   fact  their  reports 


show  that  they  are  able  to  reach  only 
a  limited  number  of  the  sightless  in 
that  great  city.  The  friends  of  the 
blind  were  not  given  an  opportunity 
by  the  chief  executive  to  personally 
explain  the  true  situation  and  the  gov- 
ernor accepted  the  misstatements  of 
a  few  of  the  friends  of  Miss  Winifred 
Holt  against  the  earnest  petitions  of 
the  7,000  blind  of  the  state. 

"It  is  expected  that  another  effort 
will  be  made  next  year,  and  it  Is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  Empire  state  will 
realize  its  responsibility  in  regard  to 
the  idle  adult  blind,  and  will,  through 
a  commission,  provide  means  to  make 
them  useful  and  self  sustaining  citi- 
zens." ^f 
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Editor  Buffalo  Hs$aWss£-The  first  organised 
attempt  to  give  the  adult  blind  of  this  state  a 
square  deal  has  mat  with  an  unexpected  and 
unjustifiable  defeat.  Coming  at  the  eleventh 
hour,  after  we  bad  been  assured  that  the  New 
York-  City  Association  for  the  Blind  would  re- 
main neutral,  the  opposition  on  the  part  of 
that  organization  was  a  surprise, 

Ewery  month  of  delay  renders  the  formation 
of  a  commission  for  the  blind  a  necessity.  The 
New  York  city  association  and  the  governor 
of  this  state  have  not  been  able  definitely  to 
check  the  steadily  growing  demand  for  the 
establishment  of  an  organization  with  suf- 
ficient authority  and  money  to  cover  the  entire 
state  in  Its  Investigations,  adjustments  and 
rendering  of  material  assistance  in  the  form 
of  industrial  education.  The  Burd  bill  la  dead. 
But  there  stTJi  lives  in  the  minds  of  every 
earnest  worker  for  the  betterment  of  all  the 
blind  a  definite  and  unconquerable  resolve  that 
wealth  and  selfishness  shall  not  continue  to 
rob  the  majority  of  their  rfeht  to  industrial 
Independence.  It  Is  impossible  to  assign  an 
adequate  reason  for  opposition  to  such,  a  com- 
mission, especially  an  opposition  on  the  part 
of  men  and  women  who  claim  sympathy  for 
and  interest  in  the  blind.  It  is  impossible  to 
estimate  the  economic  waste  and  mental  dis- 
tress that  will,  of  necessity,  continue  until  a 
governor  can  be  found  who  can  put  broad 
policies  of  duty  before  narrow  pleas  of  friend- 
ship 

It  is  impossible  to  so  back.  There  can  be  no 
retreat.  The  work  for  all  the  blind  must  be 
pushed  onward.  The  adult  blind,  especially, 
must  not  be  cheated  out  of  the  right  to 'receive 
training  simply  because  of  the  jealousy  and 
narrowness  of  a  few  prominent  individuals, 

CHARLES  W.  LATIMER.    I 

Buffalo,  April  2&th. 
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i  me  ILL  KEEP 

BLIND  If]  IDLENESS 


Unap|£oyeci  Burd  Bill  Would 

Establish  Shops  to  Make 

Workers  of  Them. 


MAY    BE    MISUNDERSTOOD 

Advocates     Assert     New     York     City 

Association    Misrepresented    Itself 

to  Governor. 


Among  the  measures  which  passed  the 
last  legislature  and  failed  to  receive  the 
executive  approval,  was  the  bill  creat- 
ing a  state  commission  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  blind,  intro- 
duced by  Sena  Lor1'  iillWWBWl'llb.  The 
proposed  commission  was  to  establish  ne- 
cessary shops,  in  which  to  instruct  the 
adult  blind  of  the  state  in  such  trades 
and  occupations  as  experience  has  taught 
can  be  mastered  successfully  by  the 
sightless.  In  this  way  a  small  army  of 
the  idle  blind  of  the  state  soon  would 
become  busy  workers  and  many  of  them, 
it  was  expected,  would  become  self  sup- 
porting. 

The  bill  carried  an  appropriation  of 
$25,000  and  provided  mat  the  five  com- 
missioners, one  of  whom  must  be  a 
blind  man,  should  serve  without  com- 
pensation.    The  measure  Mad   the  support 


of    all    of    the    schools,    associations  and 

organizations    in    the    state    working  for 

(he     Interest     of     the     blind,     except  the 
New    York   city   association. 

New    York    Association    Local. 

The  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind  is  a  local  organization  in  New  York 
city,  working  under  the  direction  of  Miss 
Winifred  Holt,  and  is  said  to  be  only  in 
a  position  to  help  and  instruct  a  limited 
number  of  the  many  blind  in  Greater 
New  York.  Friends  of  the  association, 
however,  told  the  Governor  the  organiza- 
tion was  state-wide,  it  is  .said,  and  was 
giving  assistance  to  the  7,000  blind  in  the 
state.  It  also  was  asserted  other  organi- 
zations outside  of  New  York  were 
brandies   of   the   association. 

The  associations  for  the  blind  in  Al- 
bany and  Buffalo  particularly  were  men- 
tioned as  branches  of  the  New  York  as- 
sociation, while  it  is  claimed  on  the 
other  hand  that  these  organizations,  and 
other  similar  associations  in  the  state, 
have  no  connection  and  do  not  receive 
any  financial,  industrial  or  other  assist- 
ance from  the  New  York  association. 

It  is  expected  another  effort  will  be 
made   next   year. 


"WI^m;    \  ■      ■■  ■  ^. 

BLIND  COMMISSION  BILL 
WILL  BE  REINTRODUCED. 


The  Albany  Association  for  the  Blind 

B^WHTost  that  at  the  coming  session 
of  the  legislature  will  be  reintroduced 
and  pressed  for  passage  the  bill  for 
the  improvement  of  the  blind  which 
was  introduced  by  Senator  Burd  of 
Buffalo  this  year,  but  which  did  not  re- 
ceive the  approval  of  the  governor.  Thev 
bill  carried  an  appropriation  of  $25,000J 
and  provided  that  the  five  commission-) 
ers,  one  of  whom  must  be  a  blind  man,j 
should    serve    without    compensation,     i 
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The  bUn^HTldren  of  this  borough  will 
be  treatedto  their  last  monthly  enter- 
tainment of  this  season  on  Friday  May 
31,  in  the  vesTrv  rooms  of  Temple  Israel. 
Bedford  and  Lafayette  avenues.  The  en- 
tertainment will  be  given  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Council  of  Jewish  women. 
Miss  Bertha  Adler.  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  care  of  the  indigent  blind, 
is  arranging  a  splendid  programme  for 
the  youngsters.  The  annual  automobile 
trip  *for  the  blind  children  will  be  held 
in  the  early  part  of  June.  Through  the 
kindness  of  several  members  of  the 
council  and  their  friends  the  committee 
will  be  enabled  to  accommodate  the 
voungstcrs  from  the  two  classes  for  blind 
in  the  public  schools  of  this  borough  and 
those  children  who  are  at  home.  The 
care  of  the  blind  is  only  one  of  the  many 
activities  of  the  Brooklyn  Section  of  the 
Council  of  Jewish  Women.  4 
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Work  for  the  Blind. 

Editor  cf  The  World:  *nmm.  - 

My  attention  has  just  been  called  to  a  report  of 
the  Xew  York  Association  in  The  World  stating-  that 
they  had  caned  35,000  chairs  in  their  workshop  with- 
in the  last  five  years.  That  wlien  sifted  only  amounts 
to  about  134  chairs  a  week,  or  with  twenty  blind  men 
working-  it  would  average  about  seven  chairs  to  a 
man,  or  the  enormous  salary  of  about  %i  a  week,  far 
from  a  livelihood  at  the  present  time  in  New  York. 

They  also  claim  to  have  established  "The  Search- 
light," a  magazine  for  the  blind,  the  first  of  its  kind 
in  the  United  States,  which  is  false,  for  the  Ziegler 
Magazine  was  established  five  years  ago  by  Mrs. 
Ziegler,  and  it  cost  that  good  lady  about  $125,000 
during  that  time  to  publish  It,  and  it  is  sent  free 
everywhere  to  the  bliml  in  the  United  States,  Can- 
ada,  England,  Ireland  Egypt,  Palestine  and  even  to 
far-off  India 

There  wa>s  a  bill  introduced  in  the  Legislature  by 
Senator  Burd  providing  for  a  commission  of  five 
members  to  investigate  the  condition  of  the  blind. 
The  'bill  passed  both  houses,  and  when  it  came  before 
the  Governor  for  his  signature  the  New  York  Asso- 
ciation defeated  the  bill  by  saying  that  they  did  all 
that  was  necessary.  Massachusetts  has  a  similar 
commission,  and  also  Pennsylvania  Ohio,  Illinois 
and  Maryland.  JOSEPH  S.  HAIIX. 

Xew  York,  May  13. 
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WANTJURD  BILL 

Mrs.  Austin  Strongly 
Favors  Commission  Plan. 


CRITICISES  OPPOSITION  OF 

NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION 

Asserts  Some  Newspapers  and  the 
Public  Here  Were  Deceived  as  to 
Real  Causes  of  Opposition  to  the 
Measure. 


Mrs.  Josephine  L.  Austin,  president  of 
the  Blind  Women's  Club  of  Brooklyn,  re- 
grets that  Governor  Dix.  as  she  says  in 
a  letter  to  "The  Citizen,"  vetoed  the 
Bnrd  bill  which  passed  the  last  Legisla- 
ture. The  hi  1,  she  writes,  provided  for 
a  commission,  such  as  exists  in  Massa- 
chusetts and  in  other  States,  of  live  mem- 
bers, appointed  by  the  (Governor,  to  look 
after  the  interests  in  general  of  the  blind 
of  the  State. 

Mrs.  Austin,  in  part,  writes: 

"In  this  Stnte  it  was  not  (bought  that 
there  would  be  any  opposition  to  such  a 
splendid  measure  as  the  Burd  bill.  The 
7.000  blind  of  the  State  seemed  almost  a 
unit  for  it,  as  well  as  did  most  of  the 
various  organizations  working  for  the 
blind  in  the  STate.  Included  in  the  num- 
ber were  the  Home  for  the  Blind,  at 
10-kh  street  and  Amsterdam  avenue, 
Manhattan,  where  100  inmates  are  cared 
for— those  able  to  work  are  given  employ- 
ment by  means  of  which  they  can  earn 
necessary  expense  money,  a  home  for 
blind  women,  at  No.  550  Washington 
avenue,  Brooklyn,  where  the  women  are 
always   busily    employed;   the    two   State 


schools     for     the     blind;     the     Catholic 

schools  for  the  blind;  the  Industrial 
Homo  for  the  Blind,  at  No.  516  Gates 
avenue,  Brooklyn,  where  thirty  to  forty 
men  hud  work  and  about  half  of  that 
number  are  given  a  home  there;  the 
•Matilda  Ziegler  Magazine  for  the 
Blind;'"  the  two  libraries  for  the  blind  in 
Brooklyn  and  Manhattan;  the  Buffalo 
Association  for  the  Blind;  the  Albany 
Association  for  the  Blind,  and  the  Sun- 
shine Society,  which  provided  funds  for 
caring  lor  blind  babies  m  the  State.  They 
were  ail  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of 
a  commission. 

"No  salary  was  to  be  paid  to  any  of 
the  commissioners,  but  an  appropriation 
of  $25,OU'U  a  year  was  made  which  was 
to  be  used  by  the  commission  in  helping 
the  blind,  the  intention  being  that  it 
would  ho  devoted  mainly  in  helping  the 
adult  blind  who  constitute  more  than 
three-fourths  of  the  blind.  The  children 
are  already  very  well  provided  for  by  the 
schools,  etc.,  in  this  State,  but  the  State 
has  done  practically  nothing  for  its  adult 
bliud,  and  it  was  believed  that  this  com- 
mission would  devise  ways  and  means 
for  helping  the  blind  to  help  themselves. 
This  was  to  be  accomplished  by  teach- 
ing them  trades,  by  buying  for  them  at 
low  rates  raw  materials  with  which  they 
could  do  their  work,  by  teaching  the  blind 
in  their  homes  various  lines  of  work  in 
which  they  could  engage  there,  by  find- 
ing out  what  articles  those  who  acted  as 
salesmen  could  best  sell,  etc. 

"As  the  bill  progressed  in  the  Legisla- 
ture it  was  discovered  that  there  was 
s'ome  secret  opposition  to  it.  but  in  spite 
of  this  the  bill  passed  both  Houses.  After 
this,  while  the  bill  was  awaiting  the 
Governor's  action,  it  was  learned  that 
the  opposition  came  from  Miss  Holt  and 
friends  of  the  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind.  They  opposed  [he  measure  on 
the  ground  that  it  interfered  with  and 
duplicated  the  work  of  that  association. 
It  then  became  necessary  for  the  friends 
of  the  bill  to  show  that  the  New  York 
Association  was  but  one  of  the  organiza- 
tions working  for  the  blind  in  the  State: 
that  it  was  by  no  means  covering  the 
field  of  (J renter  New  Y'ork,  and  scarcely 
doing  anything  for  the  nearly  four  thou- 
sand blind  outside  the  city. 

"The  newspapers  of  New  York  seem  to 
have  been  deceived  along  with  others  of 
the  public  for  many  columns  were  given 
to  toil  the  work  of  the  New  York  Asso- 
ciation, and  scarcely  any  mention  was 
made  "of  other  organizations,  some  of 
which  are  doing  a  bigger  and  better  work 
for  the  blind.  But  the  newspapers  in 
other  oarts  of  the  State  have  been  vor\ 
bitter  in  their  articles  against  the  action 
of  the  New  York  Association.  The  Buf- 
falo 'Inquirer'  said  editorially.  'The  only 
opposition  presented  to  the  Governor 
came   from    a    small    clique   in    New   York 


City  which  presumes  to  extend  its  use- 
fulness, beyond  the  metropolis,  but  with 
little  ..'•  no  success,  while  a  great  ma- 
jority of  prominent  men  and  women  who 
understand  conditions  of  t ho  blind  in  the 
State  made  every  effort  to  have  the 
Governor  sign  the  bill.'  " 
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CARE  OF  THE  BLIND 


An  Opposition  Alleged  to  Have 
I  Worked       a       Great 
Harm. 

Editor  Brooklyn  Daily  Eagle: 

I  wish  to  correctly  set  forth  the  facta 
in  regard  to  the  recent  defeat  of  the  Burd 
bill. 

This  bill,  introduced  in  the  last  Legis- 
lature by  Senator  Burd  of  Buffalo,  pro- 
vided that  the  Governor  should  appoint 
a  commission  of  five  members,  whose 
duty  it  would  be  to  look  after  the  inter- 
ests in  general  of  the  blind  of  the  State. 
e  salary  was  to  be  paid  to  any  of  the 
nmissioners,  but  an  appropriation  of 
$25,000  a  year  was  made  which  was  to  be 
used  by  the  commission  in  helping  the 
blind,  the  intention  being  that  it  would 
be  devoted  mainly  in  helping  the  adult 
blind  who  constitute  more  than  three- 
fourths  of  the  buna.  The  children  are 
already  very  well  provided  for  by  the 
schools,  etc.,  in  this  State,  but  the  State 
has  done  practically  nothing  for  its  adult 
blind,  and  it  was  believed  that  this  com- 
mission would  devise  ways  and  means 
for  helping  the  blind  to  help  themselves. 
This  was  to  be  accomplished  by  teaching 
them  trades,  by  buying  for  them  at  low 
rates  raw  materials  with  which  they 
could  do  their  work,  by  teaching  the 
blind  in  their  homes  various  lines  ot 
work  in  which  they  could  engage  there, 
by  finding  out  what  articles  those  who 
acted  as  salesmen  could  best  sell,   etc. 

A  number  of  other  States  have  such 
commissions  that  are  doing  good  work. 
Massachuetts  has  for  some  years  given 
to  its  commission  $40,000  for  expenses. 
Ohio,  in  addition  to  giving  pensions  to 
its   dependent   blind,  appropriates   nearly 


$60,000  for  the  expenses  of  its  commis- 
sion. New  Jersey  and  Maryland  have 
commissions.  The  last  named  State, 
through  its  commission,  has  established 
a  workshop  -where  fifty  to  one  hundred 
blind  men  and  women  do  successful  work 
in  broom  making,  chair  caning,  rug 
weaving,  mattress  making,  piano  tuning, 
etc. 

In  this  State  it  was  not  thought  that 
there  would  be  any  opposition  to  such  a 
splendid  measure  as  the  Burd  bill.  The 
7,000  blind  of  the  State  seemed  almost  a 
unit  for  it,  as  well  as  did  most  of  the 
various  organizations  working  for  the 
blind  in  the  State.  Included  in  the  num- 
ber were  the  Home  for  the  Blind  at  104th 
street  and  Amsterdam  avenue,  Manhat- 
tan, where  a  hundred  inmates  are  cared 
for — those  able  to  work  are  given  em- 
ployment by  means  of  which  they  can 
earn  necessary  expense  money;  a  home 
for  blind  women  at  550  Washington  ave- 
nue, Brooklyn,  wehre  the  women  are  al- 
ways busily  employed;  the  two  State 
schools  for  the  blind;  the  Catholic 
schools  for  the  blind;  the  Industrial 
Home  for  the  Blind  at  516  Gates  avenue, 
Brooklyn,  where  thirty  to  forty  men  find 
work  and  about  half  of  that  number  are 
given  a  home  there;  the  Matilda  Ziegler 
Magazine  for  the  Blind;  the  two  libraries 
for  the  blind  in  Brooklyn  and  Manhattan; 
the  Buffalo  Association  for  the  Blind; 
the  Albany  Association  for  the  Blind,  and 
the  Sunshine  Society,  which  provided 
funds  for  caring  for  blind  babies  in  the 
State.  They  were  all  in  favor  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  commission. 

As  the  bill  progressed  in  the  Legisla- 
ture it  was  discovered  that  there  was 
some  secret  opposition  to  it.  but  in  spite 
of  this  the  bill  passed  both  Houses.  After 
this,  while  the  bill  was  awaiting  the 
Governor's  action,  it  was  learned  that 
the  opposition  came  from  Miss  Holt  and 
friends  of  the  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind.  They  opposed  the  measure  on 
tile  ground  that  it  interfered  with  and  du- 
plicated' the  work  of  that  association.  It 
then  became  necessary  for  the  friends  of 
the  bill  to  show  that  the  New  York  As- 
sociation -was  but  one  of  the  organiza- 
tions working  for  the  blind  in  the  State: 
that  it  was  by  no  means  covering  the 
field  of  Greater  New  York,  and  scarcely 
doing  anything  for  the  nearly  4,000  blind 
outside  the.  city,  and  that  many "  of  the 
claims  which  that  organization  had  been 
making  were  greatly  exaggerated.  The 
friends  of  the  New  York  Association  were 
able  to  get  Governor  Dix  to  veto  the 
measure,  and  thereby  deprive  the  blind 
of  the  State  of  $25,000  a  year,  which  the 
Legislature  had  voted  to  be  spent  for 
their  good,  and  hence  the  blind  are  right- 
ly up  in  arms  against  the  New  York  As- 
sociation. 


Th$  newspapers  of  New  York  seem  to 
have  hpen  deceived  along  with  others  of 
the  public,  for  many  columns  were  given 
to  tell  the  work  of  the  New  York  Associa- 
tion, and  scarcely  any  mention  was  made 
of  other  organizations,  some  of  which 
are  doing  a  bigger  and  better  work  for 
the  blind.  But  the  newspapers  in  other 
parts  of  the  State  have  been  very  bitter 
in  their  articles  against  the  action  of  the 
New  York  Association.  The  Buffalo  In- 
quirer said  editorially:  "The  only  oppo- 
sition presented  to  the  Governor  came 
from  a  small  clique  in  New  York  City 
which  presumes  to  extend  Its  usefulness 
beyond  the  metropolis,  but  with  little  or 
no  success,  while  a  great  majority  of 
prominent  men  and  women  who  under- 
stand conditions  of  the  blind  in  the 
State,  made  every  effort  to  have  the  Oov- 
eronr  sign  the  bill." 

Tn  my  opinion,  the  New  York  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind  misleads  the  public 
and  raises  false  hopes  in  the  blind.  I 
heartily  wish  that  they  would  ponder 
over  our  club  motto,  "To  be  and  not  to 
seem." 

(Mrs.)  JOSEPHINE  L.   AUSTIN, 
President  Blind  Woman's  Club  of  Brook- 
lyn. 
Brooklyn,   May  25,  1912. 
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fW0RK  PLANNED 
FOR  THE  BLI 


There  was  organize^  June  10th  of 
rhis  year  a  society  known  as  "the  Cen- 
tal New  York  Assoqption  for  the 
>lind  for-  promoting  the  interests  of 
le  blind  in  this  part  of  the  state,  this 
fork  to  be  directed  from  Elmira  as  a 
mter. 

There  are  within  the  territory  in- 
ided  in  this  work,  many  blind  per- 
is, especially  men  who  have  lost 
their  eyesight  after  they  are  too  old 
to  attend  the  regular  schools  for  the 
blind.  There  is  at  the  present  time 
very  little  opportunity  for  work  or 
training  along  any  lines  of  industries 
known  to  be  done  by  the  blind  in  this 
state.  These  blind  people  previously 
have  been  used  to  work  and  the  fact 
that  they  are   suffering  enforced  idle- 


ness  is  an  affliction  itself  and  when 
the  gloomy  prospect  of  spending  their 
future  in  darkness,  is  considered  it  is 
small  wonder  that  many  become  des- 
pondent. 

As  one  of  the  branches  of  the  work 
this  society  is  to  established  a  work 
shop  in  this  city,  where  different  line 
of  work  most  easily  learned  and  fol 
lowed  by  the  sightless  may  be  taught 
Aftetr  the  subject  learns  the  trade  i 
it  is  not  thought  wise  for  him  to  fol 
low  his  trade  at  his  home,  arrange  tc 
employ  him  perminently  in  the  work- 
shop. 

This  work  is  being  done  in  a  smal. 
way  in  the  cities  of  Buffalo  and  New 
York,  supported  by  charitable  aid.  In 
many  of  the  other  states  it  is  done  on 
a  much  larger  scale  both  by  state  ap- 
propriations and  charity. 

This  state  recently  passed  a  bill 
through  its  legislature  for  such  work- 
shops in  different  parts  of  the  state, 
but  for  some  unknown  reason  Gover- 
nor Dix  vetoed  the  bill,  known  as  the 
"Burd  bill."  The  success  of  the  work  in 
this  community^  non  depends  entirely 
upon  the  monied  contributions  of 
those  who  feel  that  a  work  of  this 
kind  should  be  begun.  A  small  amount 
has  already  been  contributed  but  we 
need  a  great  deal  more  before  we  can 
begin  the  work. 

Imagine  yourself  if  possible  in  any 
one  of  these  persons  places  and  do 
what  you  can  to  relieve  a  condition 
which  would  exist,  if  it  were  you. 

You  not  only  would  be  in  need  of  the 
means  which  would  be  derived  from 
such  work,  but  you  wrould  want  your 
mind  taken  from  the  depressing 
thoughts  which  are  bound  to  come  to 
those  who  cannot  work  or  entertain 
themselves. 
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STATE  ASSOCIATION  OF 
WORKERTFoTTHE  BLIND 


jroup  of  Buftalo  Men  and  Women  Organize  New 
Society  to  Help  Afflicted. 


Early  last  week  a  group  of  Buffalo 
men  and  women  organized  a  State 
Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind. 
This  was  the  first  move  toward  the 
formation  of  an  organization  that  will, 
it  is  expected,  extend  all  over  the 
State.  The  following  account  of  their 
aims  and  purposes  was  written  for  the 
SUNDAY  NEWS  by  the  organizers  of 
the  new  society. 


ECOGNIZING  the  need  of  a 
Jfc\^  more  efficient  and  far-reach- 
ing organization  in  the  work 
for  the  Blind  in  New  York 
State;  realizing  that  the 
achievement  of  the  best  and  most 
enduring  results  of  this  work  re- 
quires concerted  activity  covering  the 
whole  State;  believing  that  in  the 
better  equipment  of  the  individual 
workman  is  to  be  found  the  solution 
of  the  greatest  social  problems  as  af- 
facting  the  blind,  we,  the  blind  of  New 
York  State,  together  with  our  sighted 
friends,  unite  our  efforts  in  the  forma- 
tion of  a  State  ?3sociation  for  the 
blind. 

The   purposes   of   this   organization 
are   the   advancement,   in    every    law- 

ful  way,  of  the  industrial  welfare  of 
he  blind  of  the  whole  State;  the  co- 
ordination of  the  various  activities 
conducted  in  the  interests  of  the  blind 
in  any  part  of  the  State,  and  the  com- 
piling of  the  most  comprehensive  and 
accurate  data  possible  regarding  the 
condition  of  the  blind  of  the  State, 
with  special  reference  to  their  ability 
to  profit  by  industrial  and  other  tech- 
nical education. 


These  two  paragraphs  outline  the 
work  that  is  to  he  undertaken  by  the 
State  association  which  was  organized 
in  Buffalo  a  few  days  ago.  For  a  long 
time,  the  blind  of  New  York  State 
have  felt  that  there  would  result 
greater  and  more  lasting  benefits  if 
they  were  to  agree  on  a  common  pro- 
gram, and  work  togther  to  carry  it 
out  successfully.  Such  a  scheme  has 
loDg  been  planned;  what  has  been 
done  is  the  result  of  years  of  careful 
thought  and  the  consideration  of  many 
plans  and  devices  in  the  interests  of 
the  sightless.  But  the  time  has  come 
when  the  blind  themselves  take  an  in- 
itial step,  when  they  add  their  own  ef- 
forts and  influence  to  the  work  in  their 
behalf  by  sighted  friends. 

In  the  words  "the  better  equip- 
ment of  the  individual  workman,"  is 
to  be  cut  off  from  many  familiar  ex- 
sociation.  To  become  blind  means 
to  be  cut  off  from  man  yfamiliar  ex- 
periences, to  be  compelled  to  give  up 
the  position  that  has  moant  a  com- 
fortable living.  If  the  sight  is  ruined 
by  disease,  the  results,  while  tempor- 
arily delayed,  are  equally  disastrous. 
In  whatever  way  blindness  comes,  it 
demands  a  difficult  adjustment  of  the 
whole  life  to  a  new  and  puzzling  en- 
vironment. If  to  the  strain  of  this 
adjustment  is  added  the  realization 
that  one  is  henceforth  compelled  to 
be  an  idler,  having  no  chance  to  earn 
his  living  and  escape  his  gloomy 
thoughts,  the  situation  becomes  des- 
perate. Insanity,  i  mbecility  and 
suicide    have   sometimes   followed. 

Thanks  to  the  kindness  and  energy 
of  sighted  friends,  there  has  come  to 
more  than  one  hard-pressed  blind  man 
and  woman  the  chance  to  earn  some- 
thing. Various  workshops  have  been 
founded  and  are  now  being  conducted 
in  several  cities,  New  York,  Brooklyn 
and  Buffalo  representing  this  work  in 
New  York  State.  In  these  establish- 
ments, men  and  women  are  taught 
trades  that  enable  them  to  earn,  in 
many  cases,  a  fair  living.  But  these 
organizations  are  local;  they  are 
limited  to  restricted  areas.  It  is  to 
co-ordinate  these  shops  and  other  ac- 
tivities for  the  blind  throughout  the 
State,  to  enlarge  the  opportunities  of 
blind  workmen  and  to  train  sightless 
men  and  women  to  that  degree  of  ef- 
ficiency which  will  make  easier  their 
greatest  problem — how  to  earn  a  liv- 
ing— that  the  State  association  is 
formed. 


The  activities  in  which  the  blind 
can  profitably  engage,  are  broom, 
mattress  and  basket  making,  carpet, 
rug  and  textile  weaving,  chair  reseat- 
ing, and  piano-tuning.  Salesmanship, 
in  connection  with  workshops  and 
piano  salesrooms,  has  also  proven 
profitable.  These  occupations  are  by 
no  means  all  that  blind  people  can 
pursue,  but  are  simply  representative 
and  the  usual  ways  in  which  they  can 
maintain  themselves.  It  is  one  of  the 
objects  of  this  association  to  determine 
the  number  of  adult  blind  people  in 
this  State,  who  are  able  to  profit  by 
training  along  these  lines.  No  ade- 
quate and  comprehensive  plans  for  the 
improvement  of  the  condition  of  the 
blind  can  be  formulated  until  such  in- 
formation is  at  hand.  With  this  data 
in  their  possession,  the  members  of 
the  State  association  can  produce 
evidence  of  the  long-felt  need  of  State 
legislation  in  behalf  of  the  blind. 
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NEW   ASSOCIATION 

There  was  org^Hzed  recently  in 
EJlmira  an  organization  whose  object 
it  is  to  promote  in  every  possible 
way  the  interest  of  those  deprived  of 
their  sight.  The  territory  covered  by 
this  society  includes  the  counties  of 
central,  southern  and  western  New 
York  state,  the  work  being  directed 
from  Elmira.  One  of  the  important 
branches  of  this  work  is  to  conduct  a 
workshop  for  the  employment  and 
training  of  the  adult  blind,  both  men 
and  women.  Tt  also  purposes  to  aid 
and  relieve  all  the  conditions  in  which 
blind  people  are  found,  to  assist  them 
in  independent  enterprises,  to  find 
places  of  employment  for  them  in 
shops  and  commercial  houses,  to  aid 
in  marketing  products  made  by  the 
blind. 

This  society  also  hopes  to  supply 
material  in  small  quantities  at  the 
lowest,  possible  wholesale  price  to 
those  who  desire  to  manufacture  pro- 
ducts   at    their    homes,    thus    enlarging 


their  profits;  in  short,  bringing:  about 
possible  arrangement  which  will 
give  those  who  ate  hn ndi capped  by 
blindness  the  advantage  of  getting-  the 
greatest  amount  of  value  out  of  their 
industrial  efforts,  that  they  may  live 
like    their    seeing    neighbors. 

It  is  well  known  by  those  who  have 
investigated  the  conditions  of  blind- 
ness that  the  struggle  made  by  those 
endeavoring  to  maintain  a  respectable 
existence  is  much  harder  than  their 
seeing  neighbors  realize.  There  is  al- 
ways on  the  part  of  the  blind  person 
who  is  in  the  struggle  for  success  a 
desire  to  hide  those  things  which  he 
cannot  do.  He  has  feelings  like  other 
people;  he  doesn't  wish  to  be  a  sub- 
ject of  charity;  he  wants  to  work  for 
his  living.  Is  it  not  fair  then  to  give 
him  every  possible  opportunity  and 
advantage  to  earn  his  living?  The 
working-  capital  of  our  association  is 
built  up.  by  the  contributions  of  all 
those  who  are  interested  in  making 
this  work  a  success. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
AUGUSTUS  E,  VAN  ORDER, 
President  Central   New  York  Associaj 

tion  for  the  Blind. 
1,007   Pratt  street,    Elmira,   N.   Y. 
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ttlND    TO   HEAR  PARK  MUSIC. 

Commissioner  Storer  Reserves  Seats 
►r  "Lighthouse"  Inmates. 


Park  ^Commissioner    Stover    received    a, 
letter  yesterday  from  Miss  Winifred  Holt, 
the    superintendent    of    the    "LIghthi 
an  institution  for  Uis*4«liBiBBss+t,ii8  East  Fin  y 
ninth  street,  asking  if  arrangements 
be  made  for  some  of  her  blind  char- 
attend   the   evening  concerts   on   the   Mall 
in  Central  Park. 

Commissioner  Stover  notified  Mtes  Holt 
I  hat  he  would  be  glad  to  reserve  some  of  th« 
front  benches  at  the  orchestral  oouoert 
for  the  blind  people.  Miss  Hoh  arranged  so 
t  hat  fifteen  of  her  charges  *  ill  be  e^orted 
to  the  park  to-night. 
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Blind  to  Hear  Park  Concerts.  ^ 
•k  Commissioner  Stover  announced 
irday  that  special  reservation  would 
u-.  at  the  night  concerts  in  Central 
Pvu-k  for  blind  persons -from  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind,  at  Fifty-ninth 
street  and  Lexington  avenue.  The  Com- 
missioner had  been  informed  that  many  of 
them  desired  to  hear  the  music,  but  were 
Lo  find  seats  --wing  to  the  larg*» 
crowd. 
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Society  Organized  for  This  Pur- 
pose at  Reynolds  Library. 

A  meeting  to  consider  plans  for  the 
jducation  and  betterment  of  the  adult 
>lind  of  the  city  was  conducted  bv  Mrs. 
\.  B.  Herdrlx,  president  of  i:he  Pine 
Branch  of  the  Sunshine  Society,  at  the 
Reynolds  Library.  It  was  decided  to  hold 
ifcinl-monthly  meetings  lor  the  purpose  of 
sewing  and  knitting  and  such  other  work 
is  may  seem  advisable,  and  later  in  the 
season  to  hold  a  sale  to  raise  funds  to  aid 
he  blind  women. 

Miss  Blssie  Schoeffel,  daughter  of  the 
ate  Colonel  Frank  Schoeffel  and  a  grad- 
late  of  the  State  School  for  the  Blind  at 
Jatavia.  will  teach  reading,  writing  and 
>ther  primary  subjects  to  these  who  ara 
lot  proficient  in  these  subjects.  She  ia 
aid  to  be  very  competent  in  this  work. 

The  following  orhcers  are  in  charge: 
.honorary  president,  Miss  Bessie  Schoeffel; 
■►resident,  Mrs.  A.  B.  Hendrix;  secretary, 
vire.  Newcomb,  of  Pittsford:  treasurer  pro 
-em.  Miss  Bessie  Schoeffel;  Finance  and 
investigation  Committee.  Mrs.  Chester  Kiel 
md  Mrs.  Caroline  Miller.  The  meeting  was 
brought  about  through  the  efforts  of  th» 
Rochester  Co-Cperative  Association  for  the 
Blind,  which  is  conducting  a  similar  work 
for  men. 


THE    CHRISTIAN    ADVOCATE 


August  1,  1912 

The  Library  Lady  at  Blackwell's  Island 

By  Mary  Kendall  Hyde 

Representing  The  Christian  Advocate,  Mrs. 
Hyde  accompanied  Mrs.  Kellock  (of  the  Blind 
Room  in  the  New  York  Public  Library)  on 
one  of  her  weekly  visits  to  the  blind  poor 
in   the    city   institution   on    BlackwelFs    Island 

Row  after  row  of  narrow  clean  white  beds;  row  after  row 
of  aged  white-haired  women,  each  sitting  beside  her  own  bed. 
Here  and  there  a  fresh  young  face  crowned  with  soft  brown 
hair  lends  added  pathos  to  the  general  sadness  of  the  picture. 
Nearly  every  form  is  bent.  One  or  two  sitting  erect  give  a 
hint  of  former  days  of  dignity  and  poise.  Some  of  the  women 
are  knitting,  some  stringing  beads  into  necklaces,  some  are 
fashioning  clever  little  bonnets  of  satin  and  ribbon  for  dolls; 
others  sit  idle,  with  clasped  hands  or  folded  arms,  faces  be- 
traying the  patience  of  a  saint  or  the  fretfulness  of  an  uncon- 
quered  spirit  still  rebelling  at  its  tiresome  hopeless  fate.  Quite 
the  brightest  faces  are  those  of  the  women  who  are  moving  their 
hands  more  or  less  rapidly  across  the  pages  of  peculiarly  large 
volumes. 

It  is  visiting  day  at  Blackwell's  Island,  and  the  women  of  the 
blind  ward  are  anticipating  their  weekly  call  from  the  represen- 
tative of  the  New  York  Public  Library.  For  thirteen  years  she 
has  been  carrying  volumes  to  the  blind  and  instructing  them  in 
the  art  of  reading  with  their  finger  tips.  Rough  and  callous  are 
most  of  the  finger  tips  of  those  who  find  their  home  on  "the 
island,"  although  sometimes  the  hands  are  small  and  the  fingers 
long  and  taper,  giving  evidence  of  a  delicate  touch.  For  the 
aged  and  the  dull  of  touch,  however,  there  is  one  type  especially 
adapted;  the  Lines  of  the  moon  type  are  found  to  be  bolder  and 
more  easily  detected  than  the  dots  of  the  several  "point"  systems, 
and  books  in  this  type  are  recommended  for  those  who  lose  their 
sight  late  in  life. 

"How  are  you,  Rose?"  says  the  librarian  in  greeting.  A  hush 
falls  upon  the  room  as  Rose  replies,  and  the  other  women  wait 
listening  for  the  voice  which  they  have  recognized  even  in  its 
first  words.  Over  and  over  again  as  the  librarian  passes  from 
one  to  another,  comes  the  comment,  "I  knew  it  was  you  the 
minute  I  heard  yomr  voice." 

"Rose"  reports  that  she  has  finished  the  reading  of  the  fifth 
volume  of  Flower  of  the  Forest,  and  now  would  like  to  start  in 
on  a  course  of  poetry,  having  read  Ivanhoe,  a  history  of  England 
and  one  of  Scotland,  and  several  books  on  natural  history. 


"Ellen,"  who  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  reader 
among  the  blind  of  the  island,  was  enthusiastic  in  her  praise  of 
The  Rosary.  "Sure  it  made  my  brain  light  with  so  much  love," 
she  declared.  She  is  now  reading  Melody.  The  woman  who  had 
previously  read  Melody  expressed  a  desire  for  something  more 
stirring.  The  Rosary  she  pronounced  to  be  altogether  too  much 
of  a  love  story.  She  preferred  something  with  battles  and  fights 
in  it. 

Another  reader  has  just  concluded  the  fifth  volume  of  the 
Wood  Carver  of  Olympus,  and  requested  to  have  sent  her  A 
Noble  Life.  "I  have  read  it  before,"  she  said,  "but  it's  a  sweet 
story.  'Twas  a  beautiful  lad,  indeed,"  and  she  gave  a  resume  of 
the  story. 

"My,  but  it's  a  sight  for  blind  eyes  to  see  yer,"  exclaimed  the 
patient  woman  who  has  grown  old  on  the  island.  For  thirty-six 
weary  years  she  has  sat  uncomplainingly  in  her  limited  surround- 
ings, most  literally  a  shut-in.  "Don't  you  see  the  halo  growing 
'round  her  head?"  asked  the  librarian. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  the  visit  of  the  librarian  is  anticipated 
from  week  to  week?  To  such  as  go  at  their  convenience  to  the 
nearest  public  library  or  branch,  select  at  leisure  a  volume  from 
the  thousands  to  choose  from,  and  spend  pleasant  hours  at  home 
perusing  its  pages — to  such  readers  the  "librarian"  is  merely 
the  person  who  changes  .the  books  and  stamps  the  cards  in 
business-like  manner,  perhaps  obliging  from  time  to  time  in  ad- 
vice or  assistance  in  locating  a  desired  volume  or  unraveling  the 
complications  of  the  card  catalogue.  To  the  blind  reader  the 
word  librarian  implies  a  far  more  comprehensive  significance. 
The  librarian  is  she  who  comes  to  the  sightless  person  at  home, 
whether  in  basement  or  garret  or  fashionable  apartment  or  in 
the  public  institution;  she  who  patiently  teaches  the  fingers  to 
follow  strange  signs  which  open  gates  into  unimaginable  fields 
of  thought  and  entertainment  and  instruction;  she  who  faith- 
fully comes  in  season  and  out  of  season  to  exchange  one  ponder- 
ous volume  for  another.  At  Blackwell's  Island  the  name  librarian 
as  far  as  it  concerns  the  blind  readers  broadens  out  so  that  it 
becomes  nearly  synonymous  with  the  word  missionary.  Not 
only  does  she  carry  books,  but  noted  carefully  in  her  memoran- 
dum are  requests  for  ribbon,  for  peaches,  even  for  pills. 

It  was  a  softly  modulated  voice  in  the  men's  ward  that  asked 
the  question,  "Is  fruit  out  now?"  "Yes,"  said  the  librarian. 
"Are  peaches  out?"  "Yes."  "If  it  wouldn't  be  too  much  trouble, 
could  you  bring  me  a  peach  next  time?  I  haven't  tasted  a  peach 
in  so  long,  and  I  got  to  thinking  about  them  and  wondering  if 
they  were  out  yet."  The  librarian's  voice  grew  suspiciously  low 
as  she  assured  the  man  he  should  set  his  teeth  into  a  peach  be- 
fore the  week  was  over.  He  was  reading  the  Book  of  Matthew. 
He  was  a  comparatively  new  pupil,  and  had  not  progressed  be- 
yond the  place  where  he  had  to  spell  each  word  letter  by  letter. 


As  the  blind  man  read  he  stopped  at  intervals  for  his  teacher's 
approval,  thus  accentuating  every  feature  of  the  pitiful  situation. 

"  'And  Jesus  put  forth  his  hand.'  Am  I  correct?  'And  touched 
him.'  Am  I  correct?  'Saying,  I  will;  he  thou  clean.'  Am  I  cor- 
rect?" Words  so  slowly  and  carefully  read  from  embossed  signs, 
carried  with  them  a  much  deeper  conviction  to  the  impression- 
able listener  than  any  sermon  ever  heard  on  the  text. 

Another  man  was  beginning  for  the  third  time  to  read  the 
Bible  through.  He  could  hardly  wait  for  the  librarian  to  place 
the  first  volume  of  the  Book  of  Genesis  in  his  hands.  "I  could 
read  this  through  in  a  week,"  he  said,  "but  I'm  going  to  read  it 
more  slowly  and  thoughtfully  this  time.  This  will  probably  be 
the  last  time  I'll  read  the  Bible  through.  I  am  seventy-three 
years  old  now.  I  never  did  care  for  fiction,  and  I've  read  all  the 
histories;  and,  after  all,  there's  nothing  so  good  as  the  old  Book." 

A  young  man  who  was  just  beginning  Evangeline,  put  in  a 
request  for  Hamlet  next.  And  the  star  reader  of  all  was  at 
his  wits'  end  to  know  what  he  could  have  for  reading  now.  He 
has  fairly  exhausted  the  resources  of  the  Department  for  Blind 
Readers  of  the  New  York  Public  Library.  He  has  read  stories 
and  essays,  history  and  science.  When  he  comes  upon  a  passage 
which  appeals  to  him,  he  copies  it  with  his  writing  apparatus, 
and  has  a  large  number  of  quotations  from  Dickens,  Emerson 
and  others. 

There  is  a  greater  demand  for  books  for  the  blind,  especially 
for  those  in  moon  type,  than  the  library  can  satisfy.     A  tremen- 
dous cost  attends  the  production  of  the  first  copy.     John  Halifax, 
for  example,  is  published  in  eight  volumes,  at  a  cost  of  $100  per 
volume.     The  average  cost  of  publication  of  all  books  is  seventy- 
five  cents  a  page.     Visitors  to  the  Blind  Department  at  the  New 
York  Public  Library  are  amazed  to  see  a  modest  familiar  little 
volume  expand  itself   into  a  President  Eliot  bookshelf.     A  one- 
volume  book  like  Old  Fashioned  Girl  or  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin  de- 
velops into  a  whole  series.     The  expense  of  publishing  forms  a 
sad  limitation  for  the  blind.     After  the  books  are  once  printed, 
the  library  pays  $1.35  a  volume.     All  moon  type  books  are  pub- 
lished   in    England    by    subscription,    and    a    standing    order    is 
placed  by  the  Public  Library  for  all  new  books  issued.     Anyone 
privileged  to  gaze  upon  the  face  of  the  blind  person  engaged  in 
reading   an    entertaining  book,    and   to   compare   the   expression 
with  that  of  one  who  sits  with  mind  unoccupied  and  introspec- 
tive, must  realize  that  money  invested  in  such  publications  brings 
interest    incalculable,    leading    many    from    darkness    into    light, 
from   idleness   into   mental    activity,    from   loneliness    into   good 
company.     The  experience  of  learning  to  read  in  middle  life  is 
also  rejuvenating.     As  one  woman  on  the  island  remarked,  "It 
makes  you  feel  like  a  child  again  to  be  learning;   I  feel  younger 
every  time  I  stop  to  spell  out  a  word,  r-a-t,  rat,  c-a-t,  cat,  although 
it's  only  the  long  words  I  have  to  spell  out  now." 

New  Yoke  City. 
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MEETING  WELL  BE  HELD 
TO  PLAN  HELP  FOUUND 


r 


Scandlin,  Field  Agent  of  New. 
rk  Association,  at  Work 
Here. 


The  preliminary  inquiry  into  the  num- 
ber, condition  and  needs  of  the  blind  of 
this  city  which  W.  I.  Scandlin,  field  agent 
for  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind,  has  been  conducting  for  .the  past 
few  days,  has  brought  to  light  facts 
interesting  to  the   association. 

A  meeting  will  be  held  Wednesday  aft- 
ernoon at  the  home  of  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative blind  women  of  this  city,  at 
which  a  number  of  prominent  persons  are 
to  be  present.  Mr.  Scandlin  will  outline 
at  that  time  a  plan  by  which  he  believes 
the  work  of  helping  the  blind  to  help 
themselves  can  be  carried  on,  entailing 
little   expense. 

Through  letters  of  introduction  from 
Homer  Folks,  secretary  of  the  New  York 
State  Charities  Aid  Association,  and  oth- 
ers, Mr.  Scandlin  has  interested  several 
iniluential  citizens,  and  he  hopes  before 
leaving  to  form  a  local  committee  which 
will  keep  the  held  in  view,  reporting  to 
the   association   from   time   to   time. 

"It  must  be  borne  in  mind,"  said  Mr. 
Scandlin  yesterday,  "that  those  unfortu- 
nates who  lose  their  sight  after  passing 
the  school  age  are  not  provided  with 
means  of  learning  how  to  be  blind.  They 
cannot  be  admitted  to  the  schools  for  the 
blind.  They  can  only  be  helped  to  over- 
come their  handicap  through  some  such 
means  as  those  afforded  by  our  associa- 
tion in  its  workshop  and  classes  in  New 
York,  and  through  its  home  teachers  in 
the  field."  j 
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The  number,  needs  and  condition  of 
tb^Jjyij^iin  Syracuse  will  be  m«twred 
intiTyW.   I.   Scandlin,   field   agent  of 


New     iTork    Association    for    the 


inhere  will  be  a  meeting  at  the  home 
of  one  of  the  representative  blind  wom- 
en of  the  city  on  Wednesday.  At  this 
time  a  number  of  prominent  persons 
will  be  present  and  Mr.  Scandlin  will 
outline  a  plan  which  he  believes  will 
ielp  the  blind  to  help  themselves. 

Mr.  Scandlin,  who  is  himself  blind, 
will  organize  a  permanent  committee 
to  look  after  this  work.  This  commit- 
tee should,  he  says,  consist  of  members 
of  the  associated  charities,  representa-^ 
tives  of  the  press,  prominent  laymen  of 
various  nationalities  and  representative 
blind   people  of  the  city. 
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COMMITTEE  ORGANIZED 
<     TO  ASSIST  THE  BUND 

- • 

ohn  Ra  Clancy  Made  Chairman—Prominent  Men  and  Women 
Compose  Memberships — Object  Will  Be  to  Help 
the  Afflicted  Help  Themselves, 

At  a  meeting  held  yesterday  afternoon 
at  the  home  of  Miss  Jessie  B.  Kennedy, 
No.  601  West  Genesee  street,  W.  I.  Scand- 
lin, field  agent  for  the  New  York  Assocj^*' 
I"  U_f)tllni  HITT  "Tlliiiil  outlined  i  .  p  MlTti  , 
which  the  work  of  that  organization  could 
be  extended  and  made  efficient  in  this 
city  in  helping  the  blind  to  help  them- 
selves. 

•  A  temporary  commiti<=<\  ronsi?ting  of 
John  R.  Clancy,  chairman;  Mrs.  Donald 
Dey,  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Crous*.  Miss  Ken- 
nedy,   Miss    Ellen    Tefft,    Joseph    Murphy 


;: 


and  Simon  S.  Shimberg,  was  appointed 

next  Friday  morning  at  10  o'cl 
the  Associated  Charities  headquarters.  A 
permanent  committee,  whose  duty  it  will 
be  to  keep  the  field  in  view  and  report 
conditions  to  the  association  in  New  York, 
will  then  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Scandlin,  who  was  introduced  at 
the  meeting  by  Police  Justice  Benjanr.n 
J.  Shove,  briefly  outlined  the  aims  and 
work  of  the  New  York  association. 

"The  organization  was  incorporated  six 
years  ago,"  he  said,  "and  is  striving  to 
relieve  the  blind,  not  through  alms,  but 
through  opportunity.  Its  motto  is  'Light 
Through  Work,'  and  its  prime  object  is 
to  find  opportunities  for  those  deprived. of 
sight  to  take  their  places  among  the 
workers  of  the  world,  and  to  obtain  by 
their  own  efforts  some  degree  at  least  of 
the  independence  which  sweetens  all  earn- 
ings. 

"Through  the  efforts  of  its  originator, 
Miss  Winifred  Holt,  the  association  car- 
ries on  at  its  headquarters,  or  'Lighthouse,' 
as  it  is  called,  in  New  York,  classes  for 
blind  girls  and  women  in  which  they  are 
taught  to  knit,  crochet,  weave  and  make 
baskets  and  rugs.  They  are  taught  to  i 
operate  the  telephone  switchboard  and 
the  typewriter,  and  there  are  classes  in 
music  and  dancing,  cooking  and  other  ac- 
quirements. 

"The  association  also  maintains  a  work- 
shop for  blind  men,  where  last  year  51,000 
brooms  were  made  and  4,600  chairs  caned. 
Wages  amounting  to  over  $5,600  were  paid 
out.'' 

Mr.  Scandlin  said  that  since  the  funds 
came  largely  from  donors  in  Greater  New 
York,  and  3,000  of  the  7,000  blind  of  the 
state  are  centered  there,  the  larger  part 
of  the  association's  efforts  up  to  this  time 
have  been  devoted  to  that  city  and  its 
vicinity. 

He  said,  however,  that  there  is  now 
a  small  fund  available  with  which  the 
work  can  be  carried  more  widely  into 
the  state  at  large,  and  that  his  mission 
is  to  interest  the  residents  of  Syracuse 
in  order  that  the  association  may  have 
a  better  opportunity  to  do  the  work  it  is 
striving    to    accomplish. 

"Comparing  the  situation  in  New  York 
with  that  in  this  city,  the  problem  will 
be  comparatively  simple,"  he  said.  "A 
committee  interested  in  the  work  can 
keep  the  association  posted  on  the  local 
needs,  and  enable  it  to  reach  a  great 
many  cases  that  it  would  otherwise  be 
impossible  to  find." 

The  investigations  which  Mr.  Scandlin 
has  been  carrying  on  show  an  unusually 


low  percentage  of  blind  to  the  sighted 
population  of  the  city.  Under  ordinary 
circumstances  about  one  in  every  1,000  or 
1,200  are  without  sight.  Only  thirty  cases 
have  thus  far  come  to  his  attention  in 
this  city,  or  less  than  one-fourth  the 
number  expected.  This,  he  believes,  in- 
dicates that  more  exist  than  appear  on 
the  surface. 

"It  is  highly  important,"  said  Mr. 
Scandlin,  "that  all  such  cases  be  sought 
out  with  a  view  to  having  them  placed 
in  schools  for  the  blind  if  of  school  age 
or  taught  some  manual  occupation  if 
older'  than  that." 

He  also  touched  on  the  necessity  of 
seeing  to  it  that  physicians  of  the  city 
live  up  to  the  letter  of  the  law  with 
reference  to  the  return  of  vital  statistics 
of  birth,  and  that  all  possible  measures 
be  taken  for  the  prevention  of  unneces- 
sary blindness. 
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PLAN  TO  AID  BLIND 


Temporary  Committee    Meets    to 
Organize  Permanently. 

The  temporary  committee  appointed, 
early  in  the  week  met  to-day  at  the 
Associated  Charities  and  selected  a 
rermanent  committee  to  assist  locally 
the  work  of  the  New  York  State  Asso- 
ciation Tor  the  Blind.  C.  S.  Estabrook 
was  made  president,  Miss  Minnie  D. 
Crosier,  secretary,  and  Joseph  J.  Mur- 
phy, field  agent.  Mr.  Murphy  is  blind. 
These  three  comprise  the  executive 
committee  to  organize  in  Syracuse. 
The  executive  committee  will  aid  in 
the  work  to  teach  the  blind  to  read 
raised  print,  to  weave  baskets  and 
rugs,  cane  chairs  and  do  other  work. 
*  The  general  committee  consists  of 
the  three  named  and  Mrs.  Charles  E. 
Crouse.  John  R.  Clancy,  Miss  Jessie  B. 
Kennedy,  Miss  Ellen  Tefft.  Simon 
Shimberg,  Mrs.  Donald  Dey,  Miss 
Susan  McLean,  Miss  Marian  Morse 
the  Rev.  F.  W.  Betts,  the  Rev.  J.  H. 
Applebee,  S.  B.  Groner  and  T.  Aaron 
Levy. 

AY.  I.  Scandlin,  field  agent  of  the 
New  York  association,  addressed  the 
meeting. 


STATISTICS  ERR. 


BYKANDUN 

Finds    Percentage    of    Blind 

Here  Below  the  Normal 

Average. 


PROPOSES     CENSUS     PLAN 


Declares     Opportunity     Only 

Need  to  Better  Local 

Conditions. 


That  Syiacuse  statistics  are  not  cor- 
rect in  regard  to  the  number  of  the 
blind  in  this  city  is  the  opinion  enter- 
tained by  W.  I.  Scandlin,  field  agent  for 
the  '  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind. 

During  hi?  brief  stay  here  Mr.  Scand- 
lin has  investigated  all  the  cases  to  be 
found  on  record  and  discovered  only 
29.  This  is  a  remarkably  low  number 
in  proportion  to  the  population.  As 
Mr.  Scandlin  himself  puts  it,  the  usual 
average  is  about  one  in  every  thous- 
and. 

HIS  METHOD. 

A 'method  proposed  by  Mr.  Scandlin 
for  the  enumeration  of  those  afflicted 
by  blindness  is  recommended  by  its 
feasibility.  When  the  schools  are  about 
to  open  his  plan  is  to  put  the  question 
of  a  census  before  the  Board  of  Ed- 
ucation so  teachers  may  ask  the  chil- 
dren to  report  the  names  and  address 
of    the    blind     in    their     neighborhood. 


This,  if  carried  out  to  the  letter,  would 
be  an  easy  means  of  determining  the 
exact  number  in  this  city. 

Mr.  Scandlin's  message,  as  he  re- 
vealed it  in  an  informal  talk  at  the 
home  of  Miss  Jessie  Kennedy  on  W. 
Genesee  St.-  on  Wednesday  afternoon, 
was  to  bring  the  vital  issue  of  the  ed- 
ucation of  the  blind  home  to  Syracuse. 
He  believes  that  young  children  should 
be  given  the  educational  advantages  af- 
forded by  the  Batavia  school.  Thoee 
of  more  mature  age  should  be  given 
the  tools  and  instruction  with  which 
they  can  produce  the  product  of  their 
labor  to  aid  their  own  support. 

His  keynote  was  not  charity,  but 
opportunity.  He  pointed  out  that  it  is 
mainly  lack  of  opportunity  which  pre- 
vents the  blind  from  becoming  efficient 
workmen.  Using  the  school  in  New- 
York  as  an  illustration  he  pointed  out 
that  blind  stenographers  there  had  at- 
tained as  great  a  degree  of  speed  and 
work  with  a  higher  grade  of  accuracy 
than  sighted  ones.  The  same  point  was 
made  in  regard  to  piano  tuners  and 
other  professions. 

The  speaker  urged  tyiat  the  blind 
wrho  were  in  business  here  be  given  a 
trial,  not  merely  to  help  them  finan- 
cially, but  to  ascertain  as  to  their  pro- 
ficiency. He  urged  that  if  they  were 
not  satisfactory  to  discharge  them,  but 
he  seemed  positive  that  they  w^ould 
prove  satisfactory  in  every  respect. 

ARE    SUCCESSFUL. 

The  blind  have  made  a  success  of 
every  line  of  work  they  have  attempted 
and  as  an  example  the  speaker  cited 
their  various  occupations,  not  forget- 
ting to  mention  the  children  and  their 
boy  scout  movement,  in  which  the 
younger  lads  have  shown  themselves 
capable  of  competing  with  their  sighted 
chums. 

Acting  at  once  upon  Mr.  Scandlin's 
suggestions  to  start  the  movement 
here,  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Crouse  was  made 
chairman  of  the  meeting  and  a  tempo- 
rary committee  was  appointed.  John 
R.  Clancy  was  named  chairman,  with 
Mrs.  Crouse,  Mrs.  Do*nald  Dey,  Miss 
Jessie  Kennedy,  Miss  Ellen  Tefft,  Jo- 
seph Murphy  and  Simon  S.  Shimbergas 
aids.  The  committee  meets  Friday 
morning  at  the  Associated  Charities, 
when  the  movement  will  be  actually 
started  to  afford  the  opportunity  to 
those  w^ho  are  anxious  to  learn. 


BLIND  IN  CITY 


Temporary  Committee  Takes 

Steps  Toward  Improving 

Conditions. 


The  temporary  committee  which  was 
appointed  at  the  meeting  at  the  home 
of  Miss  Jessie  Kennedy  on  Wednesday 
to  form  a  permanent  organization  for 
:he  purpose  of  improving  the  condition 
If  the  blind  met  at  the  Associated 
'harities  and  perfected  such  an  organ- 
ization. 

The  members  are  C.  E.  Estabrook, 
jresident;  Miss  Minnie  Crozier,  secre- 
tary; Joseph  J.  Murphy,  field  agent; 
iMrs.  Charles  E.  Grouse,  John  R. 
Clancy,  Miss  Jessie  Kennedy,  Miss 
Ellen  Teft,  Simon  Shimburg,  Mrs.  Don- 
ald Dey,  Miss  Susan  McLane,  Miss 
Marion  Morse,  the  Rev.  Dr.  F.  W.  Betts, 
Salem  Hyde,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Applebee, 
S.  B.  Groner  and  T.  Aaron  Levy.    y 

The  first  work  of  the  association  will 
be  to  get  a  correct  list  and  census  of 
the  blind  in  Syracuse.  Efforts  will 
tfhen  be  made  to  teach  them  to  read 
from  "tactile  print,"  raised  print,  and 
ivhc-.re  it  is  deemed  advisable  to  teach 
hem  basketry,  run  weaving  and  other 
nanual  trades.  The  local  society  will 
vork  in  connection  with  the  New  York 
Uate  Association  for  the  Blind. 

The  committee  which  met  this  morn- 
ag  and  perfected  the  society,  com- 
rised  John  R.  Clancy,  chairman;  Mra 
.  E.  Grouse,  Miss  Kennedy,  Mr.  Shim- 
urg,  Mrs.  Dey  and  Mis..  Tefft.  All 
ill  work  in  the  permanent  associa- 
on. 


_   M,,-i 

EMPLOYMENT    FOR    AFFLICTED 


One    Line   of   Work   to    Be   Done   by 

Permanent  Committee  Field 

Agent    Hopes    to 

Organize. 


To  bring  relief  to  the  blind  in  this 
state,  TV.  I.  Scandlin.  field  agent  of  the 
>'6w  York  Association  for  the  Blind,  is 
in  Syracuse  collecting  facts  regarding 
the  number,  condition  and  needs  of  the 
sightless  in  this  city  and  vicinity.  He 
has  already  studied  the  situation  in 
Home  and  Utica,  and  after  spending  sev- 
eral days  here  will  extend  his  work  to 
surrounding  towns. 

"  'Light  through  work,'  is  the  motto  of 
our  association,"  said  Mr.  Scandlin,  who 
is  himself  blind.  "It  was  organized  six 
years  ago  to 'help  the  sightless  by  giv- 
ing them,  as  far  as  possible,  an  oppor- 
tunity to  help  themselves. 

"The  object  of  my  visit  is  to  learn  the 
general  condition  of  the  blind  and  "to 
find  people,  not  necessarily  of  means, 
tut  with  strong  human  interest,  who 
will  educate  the  sightless  and- bring 
them  to  helping  the  blind  to  help  them- 
E«;lves." 

Mr.  Scandlin  explained  that  he  intends 
to  organize  a  permanent  committee  to 
look   after  this   work. 

"This  committee,"  he  said,  "should  con- 
sist of  persons  who  are  interested  in 
doing  things— members  of  the  Associated 
Charities,  representatives  of  the  press, 
prominent  laymen  of  various  nationali- 
ties and  representative  blind  persons  of 
the  city — people  who  will  be  willing  to  in- 
terest themselves  in  the  general  subject 
of  the  blind  of  their  particular  section 
with  a  view  to  providing  more  employ- 
ment for  those  who  can  work  well  in  any 
of  the  several  occupations  that  the  sight- 
less are  able  to  follow. 

"Such  a  committee  should  also  charge 
Itself  with  seeking  out  blind  children  and 
seeing  to  it  that  they  are  placed  in  instl  - 
tutions  where  they  can  receive  training 
Which   will  fit  them    for  useful   lives." 

The  number  of  blind  persons  in  a  com- 
munity is  usually  one  in  every  one  thou- 
sand or  1.200  population. 


MEETING.  WILL  BE  HELD 

TO  PLAN  HELP  FOR  BLIND 


W. 


I.  Scandlin,  Field  Agent  of  New- 
York  Association,  at  Work 
Here. 


The  preliminary  inquiry  into  the  num- 
ber, condition  and  needs  of  the  blind  of 
this  city  which  W.  1.  Scandlin,  field  agent 
for  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind,  has  been  conducting  for  the  past 
few  days,  has  brought  to  light  facts 
interesting  to  the  association. 

A  meeting  will  be  held  Wednesday  aft- 
ernoon at  the  home  of  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative blind  women  of  this  city,  at 
which  a  number  of  prominent  persons  are 
to  be  present.  Mr.  Scandlin  will  outline 
at  that  time  a  plan  by  which  he  believes 
the  work  of  helping  the  blind  to  help 
themselves  can  be  carried  on,  entailing 
little   expense. 

Through  letters  of  introduction  from 
Homer  Folks,  secretary  of  the  New  York 
State  Charities  Aid  Association,  and  oth- 
ers, Mr.  Scandlin  has  interested  several 
influential  citizens,  and  he  hopes  before 
leaving  to  form  a  local  committee  which 
will  keep  the  field  in  view,  reporting  to 
the  association   from    time   to   time. 

"It  must  be  borne  in  mind,"  said  Mr. 
Scandlin  yesterday,  "that  those  unfortu- 
nates who  lose  their  sight  after  passing 
the  school  age  are  not  provided  with 
means  of  learning  how  to  be  blind.  They 
cannot  be  admitted  to  the  schools  for  the 
blind.  They  can  only  be  helped  to  over- 
come their  handicap  through  some  such 
means  as  those  afforded  by  our  associa- 
tion in  its  workshop  and  classes  in  New 
York,  and  through  its  heme  tf  i'.hers  in 
the  field." 


T>0 
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M'OSDERFCL  BLIND  31  AX. 


Mr.  Litzendorf,  of  Pine  Plains,  Does 
Business  Every  Day  as  Handily  as  if 
He  Coftld  See—Mr,  Canneld,  of  High- 
land, Also  an  Example  of  What  a  Blind 
Man  Can  Do. 


"Alfred  Litzendorf,  of  Pine  Plains,  this 
county,  is  a  wonderful  blind  man,"  says 
the  Fishkill  Herald,  "lie  conducts  busi- 
ness every  day  as  though  blessed  with 
his  sight.  From  youth  he  has  been  blind. 
He  is  about  40  years  old.  For  many  years 
he  has  sold  newspapers  on  the  trains  of 
the  Central  New  England  Railroad. 
Every  Saturday  night  he  stops  over  in 
Fishkill  Landing,  in  order  to  get  h:s 
morning    newspapers    I  ay    at    an 

early  hour.  He  lodges  at  Heaney's  Hotel. 
Mr.  Litzendorf  handles  many  newspapers 
and  owns  a  prosperous  business. 


ALFRED  LITZENDORF. 


"He  alone  soils  500  copies  of  the 
Poughkeepsie  Courier  each  Sunday.  Mr. 
Litzendorf  handles  a  Blickcnsderfcr  type- 
writer and  cares  for  all  his  correspond- 
ence. He  does  business  direct  with  the 
counting  rooms  of  the  New  York  papers. 
For  fifteen  years  he  has  run  on  trains 
on  the  Central  New  England  Railroad 
and  has  a  wide  acquaintance.  He  is  a 
bright  talker  and  keeps  abreast  of  the 
times  on  the  day's  doings. 

"At  handling  money  he  is  remarkably 
keen.  He  can  make  change  quickly  and 
accurately,  be  it  a  bill  or  coin.  Deprived 
of  his  sight  for  years,  Alfred  Litzendorf 
shows  a  genius  that  is  truly  remarkable. 
His  industry  is  alesson  for  others  who 
arc  more  fortunately  gifted." 

A.  T.  Canfield,  of  Highland,  is  another 
blind  man  who  for  many  years  has  done 
business  as  a  news  agent  and  correspond- 
ent for  The  Courier. 
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BEIN6  SYSTEMAtlZEO 


MUCH      GOOD      IS      ACCOMPLISHED 


First  Meeting  of  Directors  of  Associated 
Charities  of  Utica  Surprising  in  Some 
Respects — Greater  Progress  Than  Was 
Anticipated — Some  Plans  for  Future 
Outlined. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors of  the  Associated  Charities  of 
Utica  since  the  opening  of  the  office  was 
held  last  evening.  There  was  a  full  at- 
tendance and  much  enthusiasm  was 
shown.  VV.  I.  Sandlin,  field  agent  for  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind,  was 
present  and  spoke  briefly  on*4MMMMI 
here.  He  has  been  making  a  study  of 
conditions  in  Oneida  County  with  a  view 
to  extending  the  work  of  the  association 
beyond  New  York  City,  for  in  the  larger 
cities  of  the  state  much  good  could  be 
done  by  active  committees  who  should 
take  up  the  question  of  working  to  help 
the  condition  of  the  blind  by  arousing 
interest  without  necessarily  spending 
great  effort  or  much  money.  What  has 
already  been  clone  by  the  association  will 
be  told  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  to-night 
at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Miss  Winifred  Holt, 
secretary  of  the  association,  who  has? 
done  a  wonderful  work  for  the  blind,  will 
speak,  and  will  also  show  slides  illustrat- 
ing the  help  that  is  now  being  given.  Mr. 
Scandlhi  will  also  speak  and  Miss  Holt's 
stenographer,  who  is  blind,  will  show 
what  can  be  done  by  the  blind  in  stenog- 
raphy and  typewriting.  Mr.  Scandlin 
expressed  to  the  board  the  hope  that  the 
citizens  of  Utica  will  give  the  interest 
and  practical  aid  that  are  wanted.  He 
urged  everyone  to  come  to  this  meeting 
to  find  out  what  can  be  done. 

The  members  of  the  board  then  pro- 
ceeded to  an  interested  consideration  of 
the  work  that  has  been  done  by  the  gen- 
eral secretary,  who  reported  that  10  fam- 
ilies have  already  been  referred  to  her 
and  have  been  investigated.  In  two 
cases,  problems  that  were  considered  al- 
most impossible  to  solve  before  being 
taken  up  by  the  committee  on  families, 
were  settled  with  surprisingly  good  re- 
sults. This  committee,  which  consists  of 
Rev.  Irving  Maurer.  chairman;  Mr.  Cow- 
drie  of  the  Rescue  Mission,  Mr.  Colt,  su- 
perintendent of  the  poor;    Miss  Campbi  11 


and  Miss  Burke  of  the  State  Charities 
Aid,  .Miss  Sissorj,  visiting  tuberculosis 
nurse;  Mrs.  J.  JJ.  Glass.  .Mrs.  Watson 
T.  Dunmore,  Mrs.  William  Schachtel, 
Mrs.  D.  X.  Crouse  and  Dr.  T.  Wood 
Clarke,  met  yesterday  morning  with  the 
general  secretary  to  discuss  these  cases. 
The  manner  in  which  the  questions  were 
handled  was  a  great  surprise  and  eye- 
opener  to  those  members  of  the  commit- 
tee who  had  never  before  attended  such 
a  meeting. 

The  treasurer  reported  that  over  $1,300 
have  already  been  subscribed  by  85  dif- 
ferent citizens  of  Utica,  in  sums  ranging 
from  $1  to  $100,  and  considering  that  the 
work  has  .iust  been  begun,  this  is  consid- 
ered very  promising. 

The  office  has  been  open  two  weeks, 
and  the  board  was  much  surprised  to  see 
the  amount  of  work  already  referred  to 
the  secretary  and  the  practical  good  ac- 
complished in  so  short  a  time.  The  opin- 
ion was  expressed  that  even  this  short 
experience  with  the  Associated  Charities 
has  demonstrated  unquestionably  the 
great  benefit  that  the  organization  will 
be  to  the  city.  The  board  feels  therefore 
more  than  ever  justified  in  appealing  to 
the  citizens  for  financial  aid  that  is  nec- 
essary in  carrying  on  this  excellent  work. 
The  budget  for  the  first  year  calls  for 
$2,500.  There  has  aho  been  started  a 
special  fund  for  the  immediate  relief  of 
the  sufferings  of  individual  families. 
Anyone  wishing  to  help  in  the  work  who 
prefers  that  the  money  should  go  directly 
to  the  poor  can  send  in  a  subscription 
designating  that  it  be  so  used.  The  so- 
ciety has  been  incorporated  and  is  ready 
to  receive  funds  for  any  civic,  philan- 
thropic purposes,  and  is  glad  to  act  as 
trustee  for  such  funds.  The  plans  of  the 
board  also  include  the  giving  of  pensions 
to  certain  families  who  are  found  to  be 
in  need  of  such  aid,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
there  will  be  benevolent  persons  in  the 
city  who  will  give  money  to  be  used  for 
particular  families  as  they  wish. 

About  100  persons  who  have  aided  tho 
society  financially  or  otherwise  were 
elected  to  membership,  and  the  first  an- 
nual meeting  will  be  held  Wednesday, 
October  9. 

Anyone  who  is  interested  in  the  work 
and  desires  further  information  is  in- 
vited to  call  on  Miss  Carpenter  at  her  of- 
fice hours  between  11  and  12:30  every 
morning.  The  office  is  open  daily  from 
9  to  5,  and  Saturdays  from  9  to  1. 

It  is  hoped  that  persons  who  are  inter- 
ested in  the  work  will  offer  their  services 
as  volunteer  workers.  Each  family  that 
needs  such  help  will  be  assigned  to 
friendly  visitor,  who  «vill  visit  the  home 
every  week  and  consult  with  the  secre- 
tary and  the  committee  on  families  as  to 
the  best  method  of  solving  difficulties. 


The  board  expressed  itself  as  greatly 
pleased  with  the  progress  Miss  Carpen- 
ter has  made  during  the  brief  time  she 
has  been  studying  the  problems  of  the* 
city,  and  the  feeling  is  strong  that  she! 
will  meet  with  hearty  co-operation  aj 
the  value  of  the  work  she  is  doing  Jf 
recognized.  J- 


Mecting  Will  Be  Held  This  Ev^'g  at 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Building. 
There  will  be  a  meeting  at  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  this*  evening  of  those  interested  in 
the  blind.  W.  I.  Scandlin  of  New  York, 
who  has  visited  Utica  before  on  this 
errand,  i®  here  and,  to-night's  meeting 
will  be  addressed  by  Miss  Holt,  secre- 
tary of  the  New  York  Association  lor 
the  Blind.  The  purpose  is  to  arouss  local 
interest  in  the  blind  of  this  city  and  im-, 
mediate  vicinity  and  to  help  them  to  get 
employment.  It  :o  not  proposed  to  as! 
for  funds  or  contributions  of  any  kinc 
other  than  such  assistance  as  eaj'n  cai 
render  without  expense.  There  ought 
to  be  a  goodly  gathering  because  most 
people  know  some  one  thus  afflicted  and] 
it  should  be  a  pleasure  to  alleviate  and 
lessen  their  hardships  and  burdens.  All 
interested  in  this  city  and  its  suburbs 
are  cordially  invited  to  be  present  atj 
8  o'clock  this  evening  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
where  the  caus?  will  be  presented  anj 
where  it  is  hoped  something  oub^tanti " 
can    and    will    be    accomplished. 


UTIGHNS  AND  LIGHT  HOUSES 


A    GREAT    WORK     STARTED     HERE 


Local  Committee  Organized  in   Behalf  of 
the       Blind— Light      Through       Work, 
Slogan      of       Organization      That       Is 
Spreading        Happiness        Broadcast — 
Some  Things   Done   and    Doing. 
As  the  result  of  a  meeting  held  at  the 
Y.   M.  C  A.  last  eveniii 
ganized  the  tltir-a  committee  of  the  New 
York    Association  -  '^'"^■■JiiIm 

committee  was  appointed    with   power  to 


add  to  its  number.  It  will  find  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  a  good  work.  Some  six 
weeks  ago  W.  I.  Scandlin,  field  secretary 
of  the  association,"  came  to  Utica  and 
found  that  there  was  nothing  being 
done  here  for  the  blind  as  a,  class.  Also 
that,  the  number  o*f  blind  known  here 
Avas  comparatively  smaller  than  in  most 
cities,  and  he  took  steps  to  ascertain 
if  there  were  not  more  than  were  gen- 
erally reported.  He  found  that  there 
were,  and  doubtless  other  names  will  be 
added  to  the  list.  As  a  result  of  his 
efforts  Miss  Winifred  Holt  came  to  this 
city  and  was  the  principal  speaker  at 
the  meeting  last  evening.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  the  famous  publisher,  and 
is  devoting  herself  .to  this  work,  in  which 
i   verr  successful. 

.Cev.  O'-tavius  Applegate  presided  at 
the  meeting  last  evening,  which  was  well 
attended.  He  said  all  ha^e  noticed  that 
the  blind  carry  the  load  with  great  pa- 
tience and  great  quietness,  and  the  effort 
is  to  bring  light  and  strength  and  hope 
to  them. 

Mr.  Scandlin  said  the  Xew  York  As- 
sociation for  the  Blind  is  only  six  years 
old.  Its  watchword  is  "Light  Through 
Work."  The  greatest  possible  amount 
of  light  comes  to  the  blind  through  the 
employment  of  the  hand  and  mind.  The 
organization  which  can  provide  the 
greatest  variety  of  occupation  for  them, 
will  accomplish  most  for  them.  This 
society  is  the  outgrowth  of  efforts  made 
by  the  Misse.s  Holt.  They  were  in  Italy 
and  were  impressed  by  the  cheerfulness 
of  two  young  blind  musicians.  On  their 
return  to  New  York  tlvy  took  up  work 
for  the  blind,  but  the  keynote  to  it  was 
entertainment.  They  found  that  it  was 
not  entertainment  that  the  blind  want- 
ed half  so  much  as  work.  The  associa- 
tion was  first  formed  in  their  home, 
and  after  a  time  occupied  the  studio. 
Women  were  taught  to  sew,  knit  and 
darn.  Men  were  taught  to  cane  chairs, 
make  baskets  and  brooms.  From  that 
small  beginning  there  has  grown  up  a 
building  40x100  feet,  and  five  stories 
high.  It  has  a  large  workshop,  and  last 
year  the  men  in  it  took  out  over  $S,000 
in  wages.  It  is  called  the  light  house. 
and  classes  for  women  and  girls  are 
held  In  It.  In  Xew  York  a  very  li 
portion  of  the  blind  is  congregated. 
"We  are  trying  to  show  the  people  of 
the  large  cities  of  the  state  that  they 
have  a  privilege  at  -heir  doors,  the 
privilege  of  extending  its  work  where 
the  association  could  rot  possibly  carry 
itv.  The  plan  is  £o  found  a  local  asso- 
ciation to  find  the  blind  child,  and  see 
that  it  gets  an  education  which  is  its 
risrht.  In  most  of  the  large  cities  there 
are    blind    people    tuning    pianos,    caning 


chairs,  making  mattresses,  crocheting 
and  knitting,  and  they  should  have  a 
largo  field  of  opportunity.  All  this 
he  taken  in  hand  hy  a  local  commit' 
This  committee  should  search  ont  tlwj 
blind,  and  try  to  make  life  a  hit  more 
easy  and  helpful   to -them." 

Dr.  Applegate  then  introduced  Mies 
Winifred  Holt  as  one  who  had  devoted 
all  her  talents?,  graces  and  powers  toward 
helping  ihe  blind.  Miss  Holt  was-  re- 
ceived with  ,\pnla:  At  the  outset 
.?he  said  that  the  articles  she  had  on 
exhibition  last  week  formed  part  of  an 
exhibit  held  m  Orange  County  at  River 
L.ghthouse,  a  place  where  blind  people 
go  to  recuperate.  At  that  pWe  there 
is  a  troop  of  Boy  &eotrH»  who  play  .foot 
ball.  She  was-  escorted  by  is  bf  these 
blind  ScoutS  back  to  New  York  City  and 
had  scarcely  reached  there  when  she 
read  of  a  man  who  went  out  to  Central 
Park  and  took  his  life  in  a  taxicab.  be- 
cause he  feared  he  would  become  blind. 
If  he  had  only  known  what  the  blind  can 
do,  he  would  not  have  k.oked  upon  blind- 
■'  handicap,  but  as  a  stumbling 
block  on  which  he  might  rise.  Far  well, 
the  great  postmaster  general  of  Eng- 
land, was  blind.  Miss  Helen  Keller 
said  to  her:  "To  be  blind  is  to  see  thft 
bright  side  of  life."  It  Is  possible  for 
blind  people  to  be  wage  earners  and  to 
be  happy. 

There  were  then  thrown  on  the  screen 
a  series  of  pictures  illustrating  work 
among  the  blind  and  they  were  well  re- 
ceived. One  was  that  of  President  Taft 
engaged  in  laying  the  -it. or  stone  of  th« 
new  lighthouse  for  the  blind  in  ."iDth 
street,  N'ew  York.  One  -picture  was  of  a 
little  girl  who  is  ne<  dlessly  blind,  bo- 
cause  of  lack  of  attention  at  birth. 
Gov.  Hughes  had  put  in  the  supply  bill 
an'  item  which  saved  a  great  many  babies 
from  becoming  blind.  There  was  shown 
the  picture  of  the  first  office  of  the  as- 
sociation in  which  were  three  men  who 
are  now  self-supporting.  The  simplest 
occupation  in  which  they  can  engage  is 
broommaking.  In  one  public  school  in 
New  YorJk  are  150  blind  children.  6 
ket  making  and  sewing  are  a  little  more 
difficult. 

Among  the  pictures  put  on  t'he  screen 
was  that  of  a  blind  man  engaged  in 
upholstering,  a  blind  girl  as  swil 
board  operator.  Others  are  typewriters 
and  take  dictation  from  .1  phonograph. 
Pictures  were  shown  of  the  Blind  Wom- 
en's Club  in  New  York.  Also  pictui 
showing  blind  d  in  various 

athletic  exercises  and  living  up  to  the 
motto  "Freedom,  Fresh  Air  and  Tun." 
Blind    people  wn    playing   cheso 

and    checkers,    and  m   of    woven 

and  lace  work.  Ironing,  -sewing  and 
rooking  are  frequently  don<  by  blind 
people.      Some    wonderful    pictui es    were 


ehowti  of  what  is»  done  abroad  by  blind 

picture 

Mind  man  and  pictures  of 
men  blind,  but  who  have  done  wonaerful 
work.  One  of  these,  an  American, 
came  a  elector  in  the  Royal  Cojlegf 
the  Blind  in  London  and  climbed  Mt 
K  to  preach  the  independence  -f  the 
blind  from  the  highest  oulpit  in  the 
world      "The  mure  we  look   fo     lighl 

-  we  find  it      Some  of  the  blind  haVe- 
happinneas  to  give  a  v. 

"There    ar  bly    blind    people,    in 

prisons  without   walls  in    i  ause 

you   don't   know   they  are   there.     Three- 
quarters    of    all    blind    people    go    blind 
r  they  have  passed  sch<  The 

ade  no  provision  for  them. 
One  man.  a  clergyman,  who  had  been  on 
the  borders  of  despair  when  first  he  be- 
came    blind,      said:       "I     used     to     E 

v.  as    blind.      Xow    1    am    blind,    but 
thank    God    I    am    trying    to   .see,'      It    is 
probable  thai  you  have  a  chance  of  tak- 
ing part  in  this  work  in  Utica.     In  doing 
it    you    will    be    more    blesse«i    than    you 
are   blessing  those   whom    yon   art'    help- 
ing."     Miss    Holt    told    the    etory    of    a 
Jjj^-neh   philosopher   who  -was  blind   and 
who  was  sitting  in  the  dark  when  a  iady 
came  in  and  asked:     "Why  not  hive  the 
)fs    turned    on?"      Be    replied:      "You 
forget,    that   for   us   it    is  always?  light." 
a   po«  sifole    for  you   to   <:.»   this   to   a 
greater  or  (e»s  extent.     I  hope  you  will 
take  advantage  of  the  opportunity' 

Mr.  Seandlii;  then  answered  questions 
put  by  those  in  ihe  audience.  He  said 
there  are  in  Utica  Several  blind  persons 
who  can  cane  chairs-,  tune  pianos,  read:. 
write,  etc.  They  can  teach  other  blind 
people.  One  man  in  Utica  took  up  chair 
caning  six   w<  and  will  soon   be 

ready  to  take  up  the  work.  Another  is  a 
piano  .tunei  and  fully  the  equal  of  any 
seeing  tuner. 

Mr.  Applegate  said:  "Think  of  what 
might  be  done  for  these  'people  at  our 
doors.  I  "feel  we  ought  to  have  a  com- 
mittee and  i  »  be  brother  and  sister  to  the 
blind." 

Thomas  R.  Proctor,  being  asked  for  an 
expression  of  opinion,  said:  "If  I  were 
not  in  favor  of  this  movement  I  would 
not  be  here.  I  have  received  from  Mr. 
Choate  a  three-page  letter  indorsing  this 
lady  in  most  urgent  terms,  saying  it  was 
his  privilege  io  be  associated  with  Presi- 
dent Taft  in  this  matter.- and  he  was  very 
much  impressed  with  the  good  work  ac- 
complished by  Miss  Holt,  and  he  hoped 
I  would  become  interested.  I  could  not 
think  01  a  single  blind  person  in  the  city, 
but  Air.  K-andlin  tells  me  there  are  .36 
that  he  knows  of.  It  does  seem  to  be  an 
opportunity  to  do  good  without  much  ef- 
fort or  expense.  There  is  nothing  better 
than  to  help,  people  help  themsek 

Rev.  VV.  1.  Maurer  said:  "I  think  we 
ouuht    to    have   a    committee    like   this    in 


this  city.     This  would  he  an  excellent  op- 
portunity 1." 

A  motion  that  such  a  committer  bo 
formed  was  put  and  carried  unanimously. 
The  following  were  appointed  as  the 
nucleus  of  the  committee:  Thomas  R. 
Proctor;  Rev.  W.I.  Maufer,  Miss  Mar- 
.iorii  A.  Spanieling.  Mrs.  F.  M.  Calder, 
Miss  Agnes  Burke,  Miss  Mildred  Carpen- 
ter, Mrs.  William  H.  Watson  and  Geo.  E. 
Dunham. 

Miss  Grace  K.  Keator,  a  blind  young 
woman  who  is  Miss  Holt's  stenographer, 
and  who  was  the  first  blind  person  to 
write  from  dictation  from  a  president, 
then  gave  an  exhibition  of  her  work,  and 
also  showed  how  by  the  use  of  a  machine 
she  could  take  note.?-;ind  write  them  out 
afterward. 

Rev.  Mr.  Applegate  [fas  known  her  for 
years.  Mass  Holt  then  exhibited  many 
specimens  of  the  handiwork  of  blind 
people,  and  these  included  fine  weeing 
in  picturesque  patterns,  crochet  -work, 
lace  work,  and  even  hand  painting 
framed.  It  was  wonderful,  and  the  spec- 
tators marveled  much  at  what  has  been 
accomplished.  A  local  committee  has 
been  organized  in  Syracuse,  and  Miss 
Holt  goes  to  Rome  to-day  to  begin  tlm 
w  ork  there.  J* 
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UTICX  COMMITTEE 

TO  HELP  THE  BLINJpu 


FORMED   AT    MEETING    IN    Y.    M.    C. 
A.    HALL    LAST    NIGHT. 


Interesting    Story  of  What   Is   Being 
Done  to  Find  Employment  for  Blind 
People   and    to    Educate    Blind    Chil- 
dren— A    Good    Meeting. 
The  Utica  committee  of  the  New  York 
Association    for    the    Blil^was    organ- 
ized last  evening  as  a  resukco^ft  meet- 
ing held  in  the  Y.   M.   C.  A.  Hall.     The 
meeting  was  well  attended;  and  the  Rev. 
Octavius  Applegate  presided.  Miss  Win- 
ifred Holt  of  New  York  was  the  princi- 
pal speaker  of  the  evening. 


W.  I.  Scandlin,  field  secretary  of  the 
association,  in  an  address  declared  that 
the  organization  that  can  provide  the 
greatest  variety  of  occupation  for  tlie 
blind  will  accomplish  most  for  these  af- 
flicted people.  Such  a  one  is  the  New 
York  Association,  and  its  watchword  is 
"  Light  Through  Work."  It  was  learned 
by  Miss  Holt,  on  taking  up  this  work 
for  the  blind  seven  years  ago,  that  it 
was  not  entertainment  that  gave  light 
to  the  blind,  but  that  work  did  it,  and 
this  is  the  object  of  the  visit  to  Utica  of 
Miss  Holt  and  Mr.  Scandlin.  They  also 
wish  to  meet  the  blind  children  of  Utica 
and  to  give  them  an  education  that  will 
help  them  forget  their  affliction.  Men 
are  taught  lo  make  brooms  and  to  cane 
chairs,  the  women  to  sew,  knit  and  darn 
in  the  institution  in  New  York  city,  and 
wages  to  the  amount  of  $8,000  have  been 
paid  out  to  the  workers  this  year. 

Mr.  Scandlin  said:  "We  are  trying  to 
show  the  people  of  the  large  cities  of  the 
State  that  they  have  a  privilege  at  their 
doors,  the  privilege  of  extending  its 
work  where  the  association  could  not 
possibly  carry  it.  The  plan  is  to  found 
a  local  association  to  find  the  blind 
child,  and  see  that  it  gets  an  education 
which  is  its  right.  In  most  of  the  large 
cities  there  are  blind  people  tuning  pi- 
anos, caning  chairs,  making  mattresses, 
crocheting  and  knitting,  and  they  should 
have  a  large  field  of  opportunity.  All 
this  can  be  taken  in  hand  by  a  local 
oomiMittee.  This  committee  should 
search  out  the  blind,  and  try  to  make 
life  a  bit  more  easy  and  helpful  to 
them." 

Miss  Winifred  Holt  was  received  with 
applause  when  Introduced  by  Dr.  Apple- 
gate,  who  spoke  of  her  as  being  one  who 
had  devoted  all  of  her  talents,  graces 
and  powers  toward  helping  the  blind. 
Miss  Holt  at  the  outset  spoke  of  10  ar- 
ticles she  had  on  exhibition  and  said 
they  formed  part  of  an  exhibit  held  last 
week  in  Ornage  county  at  River  Light- 
house, a  place  for  sick  blind  people.  A 
troop  of  blind  boy  scouts  is  organized 
here,  and  15  of  them  escorted  Miss  Holt 
back  to  New  York  city.  On  reaching 
there  she  learned  that  a  man  had  taken 
his  life  in  Central  Park  because  he  fear- 
ed that  he  would  become  blind.  Blind- 
ness should  not  be  looked  upon  as  a 
handicap,  she  said,  but  as  a  stumbling 
block  on  which  one  might  rise.  Farwell, 
the  great  postmaster  general  of  Eng- 
land, was  blind.  Miss  Helen  Keler  once 
said  to  her:  "To  be  blind  is  to  see  the 
bright  side  of  life." 

A  series  of  pictures  illustrating  work 
among  the  blind  were  then  thrown  on  the 
screen  and  were  well  received.  One  was 
shoAvn  of  a  blind  girl  working  as  switch- 
board operator,  others  as  typewriters 
taking  dictation  from  phonographs,  and 


another  of  blind  man  engaged  in  up- 
holstering. Blind  people  were  shown 
playing  chess  and  checkers  and  in  va- 
rious athletic  exercises.  A  painting  was 
shown  as  the  work  of  a  blind  man. 
A  picture  was  shown  of  President  Taft 
engaged  in  laying  the  cornerstone  of  a 
new  workhouse  for  the  blind.  Included 
in  this  picture  is  Goveror  Dix,  the  late 
Major  Archibald  Butt,  ad  Miss  Grace 
Keator,  president  of  the  Blind  Women's 
Club,  in  the  act  of  handing  the  trowel 
to  the  President.  "  The  more  we  look 
for  light  the  more  we  find  it.  Some  of 
the  blind  have  happiness  to  give  away," 
said  Miss  Holt. 

"  There  are  probably  blind  people  in 
prisons  without  walls  in  Utica,  because 
you  don't  know  they  are  there.  Three- 
quarters  of  all  blind  people  go  blind  aft- 
er they  have  passed  school  age.  The 
State  has  made  no  provision  for  them. 
One  man,  a  clergyman,  who  had  been  on 
the  borders  of  despair  when  first  he  be- 
came blind,  said:  'I  used  to  see,  but 
was  blind.  Now  I  am  blind,  but  thank 
God  I  am  trying  to  see.'  It  is  probable 
that  you  have  a  chance  of  taking  part  in 
this  work  in  Utica.  In  doing  it  you  will 
be  more  blessed  than  you  are  blessing 
those  whom  you  are  helping." 

In  answer  to  questions  by  some  in  the 
audience,  Mr.  Scandlin  said  there  are  in 
Utica  many  blind  persons  who  can  cane 
chairs,  tune  pianos,  read  and  write,  etc., 
and  some  of  them  can  teach  other  blind 
people.  There  is  a  piano  tuner  who  is 
fully  the  equal  of  any  tuner  blessed 
with  sight. 

"  Think  of  what  might  be  done  for 
these  people  at  our  doors,"  said  Mr.  Ap- 
plegate.  "  I  feel  we  ought  to  have  a 
committe  and  to  be  brother  and  sister 
to  the  blind." 

Thomas  R.  Proctor,  being  asked  for 
an  expression  of  opinion,  said:  "If  I 
were  not  in  favor  of  this  movement  I 
would  not  be  here.  I  have  received  from 
Hon.  Rufus  Choate  a  three-page  letter 
indorsing  Miss  Holt  in  most  urgent 
terms,  saying  it  was  his  privilege  to  be 
associated  with  President  Taft  in  this 
matter,  and  he  was  very  much  impress- 
ed with  the  good  work  accomplished  by 
Miss  Holt,  and  he  hoped  I  would  become 
interested.  I  could  not  think  of  a  single 
blind  person  in  the  city,  but  Mr.  Scand- 
lin tells  me  there  are  56  that  he  knows 
of.  It  does  seem  to  be  an  opportunity 
to  do  good  without  much  effort  or  ex- 
pense. There  is  nothing  better  than  to 
help   people   help   themselves." 

Rev.  W.  I.  Maurer  said:  "I  think  we 
ought  to  have  a  committee  like  this  in 
this  city.  It  would  be  an  excellent  op- 
portunity for  us  to  help  in  a  good  work." 

A  motion  was  then  unanimously  car- 
ried to  form  a  committee  made  up  as 
follows:  Thomas  R.  Proctor,  Rev.  W.  I. 
Mauer,  Miss  Marjorie  A.  Spaulding, 
Mrs     F.    M.    raider.    Miss    Agnes    Burke. 


Miss    Mildred    Carpenter,    Mrs.    William 
H.    Watson   and   George  E.   Dunham. 

Miss  Holt  is  not  blind,  but  employs 
as  her  stenographer,  Miss  Grace  E. 
Keator,  a  blind  young  woman.  Missi 
Keator  gave  an  exhibition  of  her  world 
and  showed  how  she  could  take  notes| 
by  the  use  of  a  machine.  She  has  been! 
known  by  the  Rev.  Octavius  Applegatej 
for  many  years. 

Miss  Holt  exhibited  some  fine  weav- 
ing patterns,  lace  work,  chochet  work, 
and  hand  paintings  as  specimens  of  the 
handiwork  of  the  blind  people.  The 
spectators  were  greatly  interested 
throughout  the  lecture  and  marveled 
much  at  what  has  been  accomplished. 
They  left  in  praise  of  Miss  Holt  and  the 
association  which  she  represents,  deter- 
mined to  give  every  help  to  those  who 
feel  themselves  forever  doomed  to  total 
darkness. 
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0  MP  THE  BLIND  IN  ROME 


ROME  BRANCH  OF  TrJE  STATE  AS- 
SOCIATION    FORMED. 


Enlightening  Address  by  Miss  Wini- 
fred Holt,  Secretary,  and  W.  I. 
Scandlin,  Field  Agent  of  the  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind — 
What  the  Association  Undertakes. 

A  Rome  branch  of  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind  was  formed 
on  Wednesday  afternoon  at  a  meeting 
of  about  40  residents  of  this  city  held 
at  the  home  of  Miss  Stryker,  East  Lib- 
erty street.  Those  who  gathej^d  were 
men  and  women  who  desirecTto  hear 
Miss  Winifred  Holt,  secretary  of  the 
state  association,,  and  W.  I.  Scandlin, 
field  secretary.  Miss  Holt  is  the 
founder  of  the  organization  and  has 
spent  years  of  voluntary  service  in  its 
cause.  Mr.  Scandlin  is  sightless.  He 
is  a  fine  exemplification  of  the  service 
to  humanity  which  can  be  accom- 
plished by  a  blind  man. 


The  association  is  the  outgrowth  of 
an  idea  which  came  to  Miss  Hoit 
when  she  and  her  sister  attended  a 
concert  in  Italy.  They  were  near 
some  blind  boys  at  the  concert  and 
noted  their  delight  at  the  music.  They 
conceived  the  plan  of  using  unsold 
tickets  for  the  edification  of  the 
blind  and  in  1903  founded  a  Commit- 
tee for  Tickets  for  the  Blind.  From 
thi3  committee  sprang  the  New  York 
Association  for_  the  Blind  which  now 
numbers  among  its  officers  and  mem- 
bers the  most  prominent  citizens  of 
the  metropolis.  Now  branches  are 
being  established  in  various  cities. 
One  w^ts  established  in  Syracuse  a 
few  days  ago  and  another  in  Utica  on 
Tuesday.  Rome  has  the  third  branch. 
Mr.  Scandlin  will  visit  other  cities  to 
establish  branches.  Some  six  weeks 
ago  he  came  to  Rome  and  investi- 
gated the  situation  of  the  blind  here. 
He  found  in  Rome  36  blind  persons, 
several  of  whom  are  in  the  County 
Home  and  the  Custodial  Asylum. 
Some  are  abundantly  cared  for; 
others  need  direction  into  avenues  of 
profitable  employment,  which  they  are 
capable  of  following,  and  it  is  the  at- 
tention that  will  relieve  such  needs 
that  is  the  object  of  the  association 
and  its  branches. 

A.  R.  Kessinger  presided  at  the 
meeting  on  Wednesday  and  intro- 
duced the  speakers.  Mr.  Scandlin 
first  thanked  Miss  Stryker  for  her 
hospitality  and  then  outlined  the  pur» 
poses  of  the  meeting.  He  declared 
that  the  organization  can  provide  the 
greatest  variety  of  occupation  for  the 
blind.  Its  watchword  is  "Light 
Through  Work."  Sightless  people  are 
the  same  as  other  people  except  for 
their  one  affliction,  and  they  are 
capable  of  many  activities.  We  may 
find  the  blind  child  and  see  that  it 
gets  an  education.  This  is  merely 
justice.  There  are  blind  people  tun- 
ing pianos,  making  mattresses,  cro- 
cheting and  knitting,  doing  stenog- 
raphy and  typewriting,  telephone  op- 
erators and  otherwise  variously  em- 
ployed. Committees  in  different  cities 
can  search  out  the  blind  and  make 
their  life  more  easy  and  helpful.  Miss 
Holt  amplifed  the  description  of  the 
work  in  a  manner  that  held  the  close 
attention  of  the  listeners.  She  has 
rare  talent  as  a  speaker  and  it  is  very 
seldom  that  one  hears  a  more  concise 
and   eloquent   description,   or  a   more 


inspiring  appeal.  She  cited  many  in- 
stances of  the  blind  being  aided  to 
better  living  and  told  of  the  remark- 
able things  they  do.  The  blind  ste- 
nographer has  a  machine  with  six 
keys  which  when  operated  make  per- 
forations on  a  paper  tape,  like  that  of 
the  telegraph  ticker.  The  stenograph- 
er can  take  dictation,  and  afterward 
transcribe  the  notes  on  a  typewriter. 
She  had  with  her  about  a  dozen  ar- 
ticles made  by  the  blind,  fancy  work, 
weaving,  cutlery,  sculpture,  pottery, 
patterns,  lace  crochet  work  and  even 
oil  paintings  as  specimens  of  their 
handiwork.  The  spectators  were  much 
interested  and  they  marveled  at  what 
was  unfolded  to  them. 

City  Judge  Davis  moved  that  there 
be  organized  the  Rome  Committee  of 
the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Bling,  with  the  following  members 
with  power  to  add  to  their  numbers: 
A.  R.  Kessinger,  chairman;  Miss  Stry- 
ker,  Mrs.  Bright,  Miss  Evans.  Miss 
Rosbrook,  Dr.  H.  H.  Peabody,  George 
T.  Davis,  George  A.  Clyde,  S.  H. 
Beach.     The  resolution  was  adopted. 

A  number  of  questions  were  asked 
by  those  present  of  Miss  Holt  and 
Mr.  Scandlin  and  the  articles  made 
by  the  blind  were  inspected.  Miss 
Holt  and  Mr.  Scandlin  were  highly 
praised  for  the  work  they  and  their 
association  are  accomplishing. 

Miss  Holt  went  to  Schenectady  to- 
day and  Mr.  Scandlin  went  to  Bing- 
hamton  to  carry  on  their  labors.  . 


GtiN.  JONES  WANTS  NAME 
OF  EVERY  BLIND  PERSON 


An  agent  for  the  New  York  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind  is  «j  fhp  "fr  _fflr 
the  «MMjHMttM0&.  having  a  personal  in- 
terview with  each  blind  person  In 
Broome  county  to  ascertain  their  ex- 
act condition  physically,  mentally  ai.i 
financially,  with  a  view  to  improving 
their   condition. 

In  order  to  reach  tnese  people  Gen- 
eral   Edward    F.    Jones    appeals    to    the 


charitably  inclined  to  mall  to  him  at 
once  the  name  and  address  of  any  per- 
son who  is  blind  on  a  postal  card. 

"This  is  important,"  says  the  General, 
"as  a  census  that  was  taken  last  year 
has  been  lost,  and  this  course  will 
greatly  aid  In  our  work.  Please  do 
this  at  once." 


S^ewu^r    2^b*    Mil/ 
Vto   help  Yhe  blind. 

Rofne      Committee      Organizes        and 
Starts    Its    Work. 

The  recently  formed  Rome  com- 
mittee of  the  New  York  Association 
for  the  blind  was  organized  at  a 
meeting  held  at  the  home  of  Miss 
Phebe  Stryker,  112  East  Liberty 
street,    on    Wednesday   evening. 

The  committee  has  received  a  cen- 
sus of  the  blind  in  Oneida  county, 
which,  however,  is  not  complete.  It 
desires  to  know  of  every  man,  woman 
or  child  who  is  blind  or  nearly  blind 
in  Rome  or  surrounding  towns,  and 
to  that  end  will  ask  that  teachers 
and  pupils  in  the  schools,  pastors  of 
the  churches  and  any  others  make 
known  to  the  chairman  of  the  social 
work  committee,  Miss  Evans,  the 
name  and  address  of  every  blind  per- 
son. Some  of  the  blind  are  properly 
cared  for  and  others  need  assistance 
to  put  them  in  the  way  of  profita- 
ble employment,  to  get  education  or 
otherwise  to  make  their  lives  more 
satisfactory. 

The  committee  organized  by  select- 
ing the  following  officers:  President, 
A.  R.  Kessinger;  secretary  and  treas- 
urer, S.  H.  Beach;  advisory  commit- 
tee, Rev.  H.  H.  Peabody,  D.  D.,  Geo. 
A.  Clyde,  City  .fudge  G.  T.  Davis* 
Dr.  Charles •  Bernstein,  Miss  Pheb^f 
Stryker,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Bright.  Miss  Ma  J 
ry  Evans  was  appointed  chairman  oj 
the  social  work  committee,  with  pow* 
er  to  select  the  other  members  o4 
the  committee.  Misses  Louise  Wright- 
and  Jane  Armstrong  and  Dr.  Charles 
Bernstein  were  added  to  the  original 
committee,  named  at  a  recent  meet- 
ing when  Miss  Holt,  secretary  and 
W.  I.  Scandiin,  field  agent  of  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind, 
were   in   Rome.  j 
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TO  HOLD  MEETING  TONIGHT 
TO  HEP  BUND  OF  E 


At  a  meeting  to  be  held  this  evening 
in  the  lecture  room  of  The  Park  church 
plans  will  be  laid  to  reorganize  the 
Central  New  York  Association  for  the 
blind  into  a  branch  of  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind,  an  organiza- 
tion that  had  its  origin  in  New  York 
City  and  has  proved  a  big  success. 

For  several  days  past  W.  I.  Scandlin. 
special  representative  of  the  New  York 
organization  has  been  in  Elmira  inter- 
esting residents  in  the  work.  He  came 
here  bearing  a  lette?  of  introduction 
from  Homer  Folke,  of  the  state  Chari- 
ties Aid  Association  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Scandlin  is  blind,  having  been 
thus  afflicted  for  the  past  six  years. 
He  was  so  benefited  by  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind  that  he 
wanted  other  blind  people  to  share 
its  benefits.  Prompted  solely  by  this 
thought  Mr.  Scandlin,  who  is  a  man 
of  some  means,  started  out  as  a  volun- 
teer worker  for  the  organization.  He 
was  able  to  accomplish  so  much  for  the 
association  that  finally  he  was  retained 
as  a  paid  worker. 

For  years  the  association  he  re- 
presents has  been  in  existence  in  New 
York  City,  where  the  blind  have  been 
rendered  every  aid  possible.  Thy  have 
been  taught  to  become  self-sustaining 
whenever  possible  besides  having  been 
t-tncouraged  in  their  work  and  pro- 
vided with  means  of  securing  the  com- 
forts of  life. 

The  organization  is  supported  by  a 
n  amber  of  wealthy  New  York  men, 
who  have  become  so  interested  in  the 
work  and  the  good  accomplished  that 
they  wish  to  form  a  state  organization. 
This  is  Mr.  Scandlin's  mission.  Here 
he  found  that  several  years  ago  the 
Central  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind  was  formed.  A.  E.  VanOrder  of 
1007  Pratt  street  is  the  president.  He 
found  that  the  local  organization  had 


been  able  to  accomplish  much,  which 
will  assist  the  state  association,  when 
the  two  combine  to  carry  on  the  work. 
The  local  officials  have  a  good  census 
of  the  blind  in  Elrnira  and  vicinity, 
which  will  prove  invaluable  to  -  the 
work  it  is  hoped  to  do  here. 

This  evening-  Mr.  Scandlin  will  ad- 
dress The  Park  church  meeting.  He 
will  tell  what  has  been  done  already 
in  the  interest  of  the  blind  and  will 
show  the  advantage,  not  only  to  those 
who  cannot  see,  but  the  intire  com- 
munity, in  furnishing  a  means  by 
which  the  blind  can  support  themselves 
or  at  least  lend  their  efforts 
direction, 
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PtJd  Agent  From  New  York 

Aadresses    Public   Welfare 

Board  in  Schenectady. 


The  Schenectady  board  of  public  wel- 
fare yesterday  afternoon  formally  opened 
ttts  work  of  providing  suitable  treatment 
and  affording  opportunities  for  educa- 
tional and  industrial  training  for  the 
blind  of  Schenectady.  W.  I.  Scandlin, 
field  agent  of  the  Ne  wYork  Association 
ifnr infrflif    "Rlinri.    addressed    the    memberj 


explaining  what  is  being  <1iiii*  TTrr  the 
blind  in  New  York,  and  suggesting  meth- 
ods for  Schenectady. 

Mayor  Lunn  said  the  city  was  paying 
about  $4,000  for  the  support  of-  its  blind 
children  at  Troy  and  Batavia,  and  said 
he  believed  it  would  be  feasible  for  *he 
city  to  take  up  the  work  of  teaching 
these    blind    and    of    giving    them    work. 


He  believed  the  board  of  public  welfare 
ishould  co-operate  with  the  New  York  as- 
loociation. 

Walter  E.  Kruesi,  commissioner  of 
'charities,  said  the  United  States  census 
iof  the  blind  of  Schenectady  had  been 
^checked  and  supplemented  by  a  more 
khorough  canvass  made  by  his  depart- 
ment since  that  time,  with  a  view  of 
ilearning  the  causes  of  blindness  ard  of 
jetudydng  the  conditions  of  the  blind,  so 
ithat  those  who  will  have  to  do  with  pro- 
viding for  these  afflicted  persons  will 
know  along  what  lines  they  should  work. 

'Mr.  Scandlin  emphasized  the  need  of 
teaching-  adult  blind  persons  how  to 
work  and  care  for  themselves,  so  that 
they  may  derive  more  from  their  limited 
spheres.  He  explained  the  different 
kinds  of  work  they  have  done  success- 
fully. 

All  of  the  members  of  the  board  pres- 
ent heartily,  .endorsed  the  plan  to  name 
a  committee  and  supplement  it  with  at 
least  one  blind  person  of  Schenectady 
and  several  nonpartisan  citizens  to  work 
in  conjunction  with  the  New  York  asso- 
ciation for  the  blind  in  caring  for  the 
blind  of  Schenectady. 
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October      1^.     \C\\%, 


An  organization  of  bljj|jUiejj|ons  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  blind"  in  a  practi- 
cal, economic  way  was  formed  at  a  meet- 
ing in  >St.  Joseph's  Hall,  No.  145  West 
Forty-sixth  street,  last  night.  Commit- 
tees were  appointed  to  draft  a  constitu- 
tion and  bylaws  and  to  nominate  tempo- 
rary officers.  The  chairman,  Calvin  S. 
Glover,  will  call  the  next  meeting  within 
one  month. 
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0  DEDICATE  WORKSHOP 

FOR  NEW  YORK'S  gUNP 

♦♦ 

MfAneny,      Rabbi      Hagnei      and 
Hi«hi  ft   Greer    Among   the 
Speaker*. 
•♦ ■ 

r  Borough  President  McAneny,  Rabbi 
J  ..son  J'uda  Mamies  and  Bishop  Greer,  of 
New  York,  will  appear  on  the  platform 
this  afternoon  when  the  Bourne  Work- 
shop for  the  Blind,  at  No.  838  East  Thirty- 
fifth  street,  is  dedicated.  This  is  the  first 
model  workshop  for  blind  men  in  Man- 
hattan. 

Lucius  H.  Beers  will  present  the  build- 
ing and  Herbert  L.  Satterlee  will  accept  if 
on  behalf  of  the  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind.  Addresses  will  be  made  by  Mr. 
McAneny,  Eben  P.  Morford,  superinten- 
dent of  the  Brooklyn  Industrial  Home  for 
Blind  Men,  and  Miss  Winifred  Holt,  secre- 
tary of  the  association.  The  Right  Rev. 
Mgr.  M.  J.  Lavelle  will  deliver  the  bene- 
diction. 
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WORKSHOP  FOR  THE  BLIND 


NEW  INSTITUTION,  THE  GIFT  OF 
\      IMILY  H.  BOURNE,  OPENED. 

Gives  Employment  to  Fifty  and  Has 
Room  for  One  Hundred  Workers 
Who  Make  Brooms  and  Mops  and 
Cane  Chairs  —  Cost  $100,000  and 
Is  Equipped  with  All  Appliances. 


With    the    opening    to-day     of     the     new 
Bourne  Workshop  for  the  Blind,  New  York 


now  has,  for  the  first  time,  a  building  con-  , 
Btructed  and  equipped  exclusively  for  thfc 
making  of  brooms  and  mops  and  the  can- 
ing of  chairs  by  the  blind.  This  work,  which 
for  the  last  four  years  has  been  carried  on 
in  cramred  quarters  at  No.  147  East  Forty- 
second  Street,  is  now  housed  in  the  most 
completely  equipped  and  up-to-date  work- 
shop of  the  kind  in  the  country.  Fifty 
blind  workers  are  already  at  work,  and 
there  is  room  for  100  more. 

The  workshop,  which  stands  at  No.  338 
East  Thirty-fifth  Street,  between  First  and 
Second  Avenues,  overlooking  St.  Gabriel's 
recreation  park,  was  built  at  a  cost  of 
$100,000,  and  is  the  gift  of  Miss  Emily  H. 
Bourne  to  the  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind,  of  which  Miss  Winifred  Holt  is 
head. 

At  the  dedication  exercises  this  after- 
noon, the  building  was  formally  presented 
by  Lucius  H.  Beers  and  accepted  on  behalf 
of  the  Association  by  Herbert  L.  Satterlee. 
Other  speakers  were  Bishop  David  H.  Greer, 
Rabbi  Leon  Judah  Magnes,  Monsignor  M. 
J.  Lavelle,  George  McAneny,  Borough  Pres- 
ident of  Manhattan;  Eben  P.  Morford,  su- 
perintendent of  the  Brooklyn  Industrial 
Home  for  the  Blind,  and  Miss  Holt. 

There  is  not  another  building  like  this 
in  the  city.  All  four  floors  are  devoted  tj> 
the  work  of  the  blind,  and  there  is  even  a 
roof  garden,  where  the  n)en  may  enjoy  a 
cool  smoke  at  lunch  hour  in  the  summer. 
The  top  floor  is  a  restaurant,  where  the 
chair-caners  and  broom-makers  are  served 
with  lunch,  without  charge,  each  day,  and 
there  are  separate  lockers  and  shower  baths 
in  the  cellar. 

A  blind  man  is  not  only  assured  employ- 
ment in  the  shop,  but  he  is  taught  how  co 
use  the  machines  and  to  manufacture  brooms 
and  receives  a  small  wage  while  he  is  learn- 
ing. The  experienced  workers  are  paid  by 
piece-work,  and  are  able  to  make  from  $7 
to  $12  a  week.  Yet  the  income  from  the 
eale  of  brooms  and  caning  of  chairs  is  not 
sufficient  to  meet  all   running  expenses. 

The  brooms  that  the  blind  workers  make 
are  considered  better  than  the  machine- 
made  article.  They  are  used  in  all  the  first- 
class  hotels  of  the  city,  and  big  supplies  are 
furnished  to  the  Edison  Company,  Western 
~v*^trlc  Company,  Jersey  Central  Railroad, 
e^ong  Island  Railroad.  With  the  pres- 
xDrklng  force  of   fifty  men,  it  is  esti- 


mated  that  the  new  workshop  will  be  able 
to  turn  out  from  twenty-five  to  forty  dozen 
brooms  a  day. 

D.  C.  Kelllnger,  who  had  charge  of  the 
*ork  In  the  old  quarters,  and  has  been  made 
superintendent  of  the  Bourne  Workshop,  be- 
lieves that  the  number  of  blind  workers  will 
be  increased  considerably,  now  that  the 
building  is  open.  In  the  old  quarters,  there 
was  room  for  not  more  than  forty,  and  the 
shop  usually  worked  at  full  capacity.  In 
the  last  few  days,  since  work  was  transfer- 
red to  East  Thirty- fifth  Street,  ten  more 
men  have   been  added   to  the   force. 

The  building  itself  is  constructed  along 
the  most  modern  lines.  It  has  iron  stair- 
cases, fireproof  doors,  concrete  floors,  and 
an  elevator,  both  for  passenger  and  freight 
service.  Every  workroom  is  equipped  with 
an  automatic  sprinkler,  in  case  cf  fire.  The 
sprinkling  system  is  fed  from  a  3,000-gallon 
tank  on  the  roof,  and  this  in  turn  is  con- 
nected with  a  pump  in  the  cellar  capable 
of  refilling  the  tank   in  two   minutes. 

There  are  also  fire-alarm  boxes  on  every 
floor  connecting  directly  ,with  the  nearest 
fire-house.  It  is  believed  that  every  possi- 
ble precaution  has  thus  been  taken  against 
f.re. 

Another  feature  of  the  shop  is  a  chute  for 
waste  material  from  the  workrooms.  All 
the  waste,  instead  of  being  allowed  to  col- 
lect or  to  lie  around  the  shop  in  baskets, 
is  swept  into  the  chute,  emptied  into  the 
cellar,  and  consumed  in  an  incinerator. 

On  the  ground  floor  just  inside  the  main 
entrance  is  a  bronze  tablet  bearing  this  in- 
scription : 

Except    the    Lord    Build    the    House 
They  Labor  in  Vain  That  Build   It. 
Except    the    Lord    Keep   the    City 
The   Watchman  Waketh    In   Vain. 


(MISS  BOURNE'S  GIF 
TO  BLIND  DEDICATE 


Workshop    in   East  35th   Stree 

Furnishes  Ideal  Conditions 

for  Its  Occupants. 


ROOM      FOR     150     WORKERS 


Visitors,  Besides  Hearing  Speeches  of 

Acceptance,    See    Actual     Working 

Forces    in   All    Departments. 


The  Bourne  Workshop  for  the  Blind,  a 
new  building.  338  East  Thirty-fifth  Street, 
the  gift  of  Miss  Emily  Howland  Bourne  In 
memory  of  her  familM  to  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind,  was  formally 
opened  and  dedicated  yesterday  afternoon. 
The  presentation  of  the  plant  to  the  as- 
sociation, whose  head  is  Miss  Winifred 
Holt,  was  made  by  Lucius  H.  Beers  for 
Miss  Bourne,  and  was  accepted  for  the 
association  by  Herbert  Satterlee. 

The  building  Ls  a  fine  structure,  com- 
plete in  all  its  arrangements  from  the  roof 
garden,  overlooking  the  water  on  one 
side  and  St.  Gabriel's  recreation  park 
in  the  front,  to  the  shower  baths  in  the 
basement.  It  is  the  first  modern  factory 
building  for  the  blind,  and  already  has 
SO  broommakers  and  chair  caiiers,  and 
will  accommodate  100  more.  The  cost 
of  the  plant  was  $107,000. 

There  are  two  bronze  tablets  in  the 
office  on,  the  main  floor  of  the  building. 
One,  decorated  with  garlands  of  Au- 
tumn foliage  yesterday,  bore  the  words: 

"  Erected  by  Emily  Howland  Bourne 
for  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind,  a  memorial  to  her  family."' 

On    the  wall   opposite  are  the  texts: 

"  Except  the  Lord  build  the  house  they 
labor  in  vain  that  build-it,"- and  "  Except 
the  Lord  keep  the  city  the  watchman 
waketh   in  vain." 


Miss  Bourne  was  present  at  the  exer- 
cises, and  the  blind  boy.s  of  the  Summer* 
basket  making  class,  Which  met  m  on/ 
room  of  the  building  while  it  was  being 
completed  this  Summer,  and  who  are  also 
the  blind  boy  scouts,  gave  their  cheer  for 
her  when  she  looked  in  upon  them.  t*u 
by  their  instructor,  G.  H.  Longeneeker, 
they  shouted: 

Rah!  Rah!  Rah: 
Here   we   are, 
Light  House  Scout  Beys, 
Ha!   Ha!   Ha! 
Two     of    the     smaller    scouts,     wearing 
khaki    uniforms,    presented    Miss    Bourne 
with  a  basket  of  red  rosebuds.  .  There  was 
warm  applause  for  her  during  the  after- 
noon whenever  she  or  her  gift  was  men- 
tioned. 

There  was  a  distinguished  gathering  of 
men  to  take  part  in  the  exercises  with 
Miss  Holt  and  Miss  Louisa  Lee  Schuyler, 
Vice  President  of  the  State  Charities  Aid 
Association  and  Chairman  of  a  Special 
Committee  on  the  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ness. The  opening  prayer  was  by  Bishop 
Greer  of  New  York,  psalms  were  read  by 
Rabbi  Leon  J.udah  Magnes,  and  the  bene- 
diction was  pronounced  by  the  Right  Rev. 
Mgr.  M.  J.  Lavelle. 

George  Haven  Putnam  presided  and  Bor- 
ough President  George  McAneny  ex- 
pressed his  appreciation  and  thanks  and 
said  Miss  Bourne's  magnificent  gift  should 
be  an  inspiration  to  others  to  aid  in  the 
work.  Ebcn  P.  Morford,  Superintendent 
of  the  Brooklyn  Industrial  Home  for  Blind 
Men  and  President  of  the  American  Asso- 
cation.  Workers  for  the  Blind,  .who  is 
himself  blind,  fingered  his  notes,  written 
on  a  typewriter  for  the  blind,  in  the  blind 
alphabet,  as  he  spoke.  He  said  that  to 
this  country  belonged  the  credit  of  put- 
ting the  industries  of  the  blind  on  a  busi- 
ness basis.  There  was  hearty  applause 
when  Mr.  Satterlee,  in  taking  the  key  of 
the  building,  said: 

"I  believe  there  should  be  written  over 
the  entrance:  '  All  ye  who  enter  here  leave 
hopelessness  behind.'  " 

Miss  Holt  told  of  the  pitiful  condition  in 
which  many  of  the  blind  who  had  been 
rescued  by  the  association  had  been  found 
and  of  their  great  appreciation  of  a  cheer- 
fuLplace  to  work.  After  speaking  of  the 
great  benefit  ol*  the  new  plant  and  what 
must  be  done  with  it,  she  said: 

"  We  are  thankful  that  great  generosity 
has  given  us  this  land  and  this  building 
free  from  debt,  but  our  Lighthouse,  the 
heart  of  the  work,  of  which  this  is  the 
right  arm.  is  heavily  mortgaged,  and; 
money  is  sorely  needed  for  the  building 
and  for  running  expenses— $40,000  for  the 
mortgage.  $20,000  for  the  building,  and 
$00,000  for  the  running  expenses  of  all 
our  activities.  We  trust  Miss  Bourne's 
luminous  example  will  touch  some  friend 
to  help  us,  as  she  has,  where  help  is  so 
much  needed,  and  productive  of  such 
great  good,  of  untold  relief  and  happi- 
ness." 

Miss  Bourn'-'  is  a  New  Bedford  woman 
who  spends  her  Winters  in  New  York. 
She  has  long  been  a  subscriber  to  the 
association,  and  recently  has  taken  a 
more   active   interest   in    the   work. 

William  Resnifkoff.  a  blind  young  man, 
sang  during  the  exercises,  accompanied 
bv  Bruno  Huhr.  His  first  number  was 
""Lead,  Kindly  Light,  Amidst  the  Encir- 
cling  Gloom.'' 


Refreshments  wore  served  in  the  lunch- 
room of  the  building  at  the  rear  of  the 
fourth  floor.  On  this  floor  are  the  rooms 
of  the  caretaker  of  the  building.  On  the 
third  floor  are  the  chair  caners,  and  on 
the  second  the  broommaking  shop,  the 
chief  industry  of  the  building,  with  the 
office  of  the  Superintendent,  De  Witt 
Killinger.  At  the  rear  of  the  first  floor 
corn  is  stored  for  the  brooms,  and  the 
front  rooms  are  offices.  All  the  rooms 
arc   flooded   with  light  and  air. 

£]very  .  precaution  has  been  taken 
against  fire,  and  there  arc  chutes  from 
each  floor  in  which  the  refuse  is  sent 
down  immediately  and  not  allowed  to  ac- 
cumulate. In  every  workroom  is  an  au- 
tomatic sprinkler  fed  from  a  large  tank 
on  the  roof.  There  is  an  elevator  run- 
ning to  the  roof  and  two  filghts  of  stairs. 
AH  the .  departments  were  running  yes- 
terday with  their  blind  workmen  and 
were  inspected  by  the  guests.  On  the 
main  floor  the  work  of  the  blind  women 
from  the  Lighthouse  on  Fifty-ninth 
Street  was  shown.  The  handmade  brooms 
of  the  blind  men  are  considered  superior 
to  the  machine-made,  and  are  used  by. 
many  railroads  and  hotels.  ^# 
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BUNDJA/OMEN  CELEBRATE. 

The  Blind  Women's  Club  of  Brooklyn 
celebrated  its  fifth  anniversary,  with 
exercises  held  last  evening. in  the  Chapel 
of  Christ  Church,  at  Harrison  and  Clin- 
ton streets.  The  Rev.  W.  De  Forest 
Johnson  made  the  opening  address,  which 
was  followed  by  a  musical  programme  ar- 
ranged by  the  Misses  S.  and  B.  Hamilton.. 

Selections  were  given  by  the  following- 
Lena  Voight,  Ethel  Vail,  josie  Lowery 
William  Dosher,  Harvey  Kennedy,  Helen 
Davis,  Sarah  Lewis,  George  Roosa,  Grace 
Davis,  Estelle  Harris,  Robert  Kennedv 
Mrs.  Kennedy  and  Miss  Heil.  There  was 
an  address  by  the  president  of  the  club, 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Austin,  who  announced  that 
the  club  hag  been  admitted  to  the  New 
York  C  ty  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs. 
,  A  silver  pin  was  presented  to  Miss 
Lizette  Meierdiercks,  who  has  helped 
build  up  the  club  during  the  past  five 
years. 

A  sale  of  woodenware  was  held  and  a 
dance  followed.  The  officers  of  the  club 
are:  Mrs.  J.  L.  Austin,  president;  Miss 
Florence  Carroll,  vice  president;  Miss  S. 
Zimmer^nan,  secretary;  Miss  A.  Meier- 
diercks* treasurer,  _  . 
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OPEN  WORKSHOP 
FORJHE  BUND 

Miss  Bourne's  $107,000 
Gift  Dedicated. 


FIRST  MODERN  FACTORY 

ERECTED  FOR  SIGHTLESS 


Management  of  the  Building  in 
Manhattan  Will  Be  in  the  Hands 
of  the  New  York  Association  of 
the  Blind. 


The  Bourne  Workshop  for  the  Blind, 
a  $107,000  building  at  No.  "838  Ea.st 
Thirty-fifth  street,  Manhattan,  given  to 
the  New  York-  Association  for  the  Blind 
by  Miss  Emily  Howland  Bourne,  was 
dedicated   yesterday   afternoon. 

The  building  is  a  fine  structure,  com- 
plete in  all  its  arrangements  from  the 
roof  garden,  overlooking  the  water  on 
one  side  and  8t.  Gabriel's  recreation  park 
in  the  front,  to  the  shower  baths  in  the 
basement,  it  is  the  first  modern  factory 
building  for  the  blind,  and  already  has 
fifty  broommakers  and  chair  caners,  and 
will  accommodate  100  more. 

'Ihere  are  two  bronze  tablets  in  the 
office  on  the  main  floor  of  the  building. 
One,  decorated  with  garlands  of  autumn 
foliage  yesterday,   bears  the  words: 

•"Erected  by  himily  Howland  Bourne 
for  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind,   a   memorial  to  her  family.'' 

Miss  Bourne  was  present  at  the  exer- 
cises, and  the  blind  boys  of  the  summer 
basket-making  class,  which  met  in  one 
room  of  the  building  while  it  was  being 
completed  this  summer,  and  who  are  also 
the  blind  boy  scouts,  gave  their  cheer  f ot- 
her when  she  looked  in  upon  them.  Two 
of  the  smaller  scouts  presented  Miss 
Bourne  with  a  basket  of  red  rosebuds. 


Th'ere  was  a  distinguished  gathering  of 

meu  to  lake  part  in  the  exercises  with 
Miss  Holt  and  Miss  Louisa  Tee  Schuyler. 
vice-president  of  the  State  Charities  Aid 
Association  and  chairman  of  a  special 
Committee  on  the  Prevention  of  Blind- 
ftess.  The  opening  prayer  was  by  Bishop 
(Ireer,  psaims  wore  read  by  Rabbi  Leon 
Judah  Magnes,  and  the  benediction  was 

Sronouneed  by  the  Right  Rev.  Mgr.  M. 
.  Larelle. 

George  Haven  Putnam  presided  and 
Borough  President  George  McAneny 
expressed  his  appreciation  and  thanks 
and  said  Miss  Bourne's  magnificent  gift 
should  be  an  inspiration  to  others  to  aid 
in  the  work.  Eben  P.  Morlvnd,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Brooklyn  Industrial  lionie 
for  Blind  Men,  and  president  of  the 
American  Association,  Workers  for,  the 
Blind,  who  is  himself  I  lind,  lingered  his 
notes,  written  on  a  typewriter  for  the 
blind,  in  the  blind  alphabet,  as  he  spoke. 
He  said  that  to  this  country  belonged  the 
, credit  of  putting  the  industries  of  the 
blind  on  a  business  basis.  There  was 
hearty  applause  when  Mr.  Satterlee,  in 
taking  the  key  of  the  building,  said: 

"T  believe  there  should  be  written  over 
the  entrance:  'All  ye  who  enter  here 
leave   hopelessness  behind.'  " 

Miss  Holt  told  of  the  pitiful  condition 
in  vi  Inch  many  of  the  blind  who  had 
I  erm  rescued  by  the  association  had  been 
found,  and  of  their  great  appreciation 
of  a  cheerful  place  to  work.  After  speak- 
iwr  of  the  great  benefit  of  the  hew  plout 
mid  what  must  be  done  with  it,  she 
said: 

"We  are  thankful  that  great  gener- 
osity has  given  us  this  land  and  this 
building  free  from  debt,  but.  our  Light- 
house, the  heart  of  the  work,  of  which 
this  is  the  right  arm,  is  heavily  mort- 
gaged, and  money  is  sorely  needed  for 
tiie  buildins  and  for  running  expenses — 
$40,000  for  the  mortgage  $20,000  for  the 
building,  and  $00,000  for  the  running  ex- 
penses of  all  our  activities.  We  trust 
Miss  Bourne's  luminous  example  will 
touch  some  friend  to  help  us.  as  she  has, 
where  help  is  so  much  needed,  and  pro- 
ductive of  such  great  good,  of  untold  re- 
lief and  happiness." 

Miss  Bourne  is  a  New  Bedford  woman 
who  spends  her  winters  in  New  York. 
She  has  long  been  a  subscriber  to  .the 
association,  and  recently  hag  taken  a 
more  active  interest  in   the  work.        +-J 
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Model    Building    Is    Gift    to    the 
Sightless  of  Miss  Bourne  and 
Cost  $107,000. 


The  $107,000  fireproof  bu-ilding  at  No. 
S38  East  Thirty-fifth  street,  given  by 
Miss  Emily  Howland  Bourne  to  the  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind,  was 
dedicated   yesterday   afternoon. 

The  building-,  known  as  the  Bourne 
Workshop,  is  four  stories  high,  and  is 
used  as  a  model  workshop  for  blind  men 
who  make  brooms  and  cane  chairs,  and 
are  self-supporting.  The  association 
purposes  to  make  the  building  a  sort 
of  experiment  station,  where  different 
trades  may  be  tried  for  the  blind.  The 
workers  live  at  their  homes  but  take 
their  'luncheons  in    the    building. 

Yesterday  the  work  of  broom  making 
was  going  on  on  one  floor  and  chair 
earning  on  another,  while  -a  class  of  boys 
did   basketry   work   in   the  main   offices. 

There  is  a  large  dining  room,  a  kitch- 
en, a  games  and  reading  room  and  on 
the  roof  a  recreation  garden.  In  the 
basement  are  shower  baths. 

Miss  Emily  Bourne,  the  donor  of  the 
building,  is  much  interested  in  better- 
ment work.  She  has  given  a  library  to 
her  home  town,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 
On  the  iplatform  yesterday  were! 
Blsihop  Greer,  who  offered  the  opening 
prayer;  Rabbi  Leon  J.  Magnes,  who 
read  a  psalm;  Borough  President  Mc- 
Aneny,     who    spoke     of    tho    examples 


In  good  citizenship  given  by  Miss 
Bourne  in  presenting  the  building  and 
by  Miss  Winifred  Holt  in  founding 
the  association;  Eben  P.  Morford,  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Brooklyn  Indus- 
trial Home  for  Blind  Men;  Lucius  H. 
Beers,  who  presented  the  building  in 
behalf  of  Miss  Bourne;  Herbert  L. 
Satterlee,  who  accepted  it  on  behalf 
of  the  association;  Miss  Holt,  Mon- 
signor  M.  J.  Lavelle,  who  pronounced 
the  benediction,  and  George  Haven 
Putnam,    who    presided. 

"William  Resnikoff  sang  "Lead,  Kind- 
ly Light,  and  the  guests  joined  in 
alnging  "America"  when  the  speaking 
was  over.  Miss  Holt  said  in  her  ad- 
dress: 

"Work  isn't  enough  for  our  associa- 
tion to  offer.  We  must  seek  to  do  good 
work,  to  control  the  market  for  our 
wares  on  account  of  their  excellence, 
not  because  they  appeal  to  the  eye  of 
pity.  It  must  be  a  laboratory  in  which 
to  develop  ideas,  in  which  to  find  new 
and  profitable  occupations  for  the 
blind,  to  test  many  and  to  hold  fast 
to  that  which  is  good.  We  are  thank- 
ful that  great  generosity  has  given  us 
this  land  and  this  building  free  of  debt, 
but  our  Lighthouse,  the  heart  of  the 
work,  of  which  this  is  the  right  arm, 
Is  heavily  mortgaged,  and  money  is 
sorely  needed  for  the  building,  and  for 
running  expenses. 

"We  trust  Miss  Bourne's  luminous 
example  will  touch  some  friend  to  help 
us,  as  she  has,  where  help  is  so  much 
needed.  My  tongue  is  unused  to  thanks 
for  such  great  generosity  as  Miss 
Bourne's,  but  every  brick  in  this  build- 
ing* testifies  to  her  sympathy,  wisdom 
and  love,  'What  is  excellent  as  God 
lives  Is  permanent.'  " 

Gen.  Edward  F.  Jones  of  Bingham- 
ton,  N.  Y.,  and  Henry  Phipps  were  in 
the  throng  at  the  exercises. 
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WORKSHOP  FOR  BLIND  OPEN 

$107,000  Gift  of  Miss  Bourne 
Replaces  Cramped  Quarters. 

The  JbGurne  Workshop  for  the  Blind, 
erectdffat  a  cost  of  $107,000-  by  Miss  Emily 
H.  Bourne,  was  opened  yesterday.  It  is 
considered  the  most  completely  equipped 
workshop  of  Its  kind  in  the  country.  It 
is  a  gift  to  the  New  York  Association 
for /the  Blind,  of  which  Miss  Winifred 
Haft  Is  the  secretary. 

JThe  new  building,  situated  at  No.  338 
WsuBt  85th  street,  will  replace  the  old 
jjpramped  quarters  in  East  42d  street,  and 
is  equipped  for  the  making  of  brooms, 
mops  and  the  caning  of  chairs.  Fifty  or 
more  blind  workers  are  already  at  work, 
and  there  is  room  for  double  that  many. 

The  building  was  formally  presented  by 
Lucius  H.  Beers,  and  accepted  on  behalf 
of  the  association  by  Herbert  L.  Satterlee. 

Among  those  on  the  programme  for  the 
exercises  were  Bishop  Greer,  Borough 
President  McAneny,  Rabbi  Leon  Judah 
Magnes,  Miss  Wniifred  Holt,  Monsignor 
M.  J.  Lavelle,  Eben  P.  Morford  and 
George  Haven  Putnam. 

There  are  four  stories  to  the  structure 
and  a  roof  garden,  facing  St.  Gabriel's 
Park.  D.  C.  Kellinger,  who  had  charge  of 
the  work  in  the  old  quarters,  will  be  the 
superintendent. 

A  restaurant,  shower  baths  and  other 
conveniences  are  included  in  the  structure, 
which  Miss  Holt  said,  in  her  address,  was 
the  right  arm  of  the  Lighthouse,  "the 
heart  of  the  work." 

The  blind  are  not  only  taught  how  to 
use  the  machines  in  the  shop,  but  are  as- 
sured of  employment  at  a  small  wage 
while  learning.- 

The  experienced  workers,  paid  by  piece- 
work, are  able  to  make  from  $7  to  $12  a 
week. 
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Miss  Bourne's  Dream  of  Model 

Workshop  for  Afflicted  Men 

Is  Now  Near  Realty. 

CLERGY     AT     EXERCISES 


First  of  Its  Kind  in  'New  York,  Its 

Activities  Will  Be  Soon 

Enlarged. 


Although  they  could  not  see  the  faces  of 
the  men  and  women  who  helped  to  dedi- 
cate their  new  workshop,  the  members  of 
the  .New  YorkAsaQclation  for  the  Blind, 
who  assembled'  aV^ISTtfa^^ 
street  yesterday  afternoon,  realized  the 
importance  of  the  event.  Prelates  and 
business  men  and  women  known  in  socia} 
and  philanthropic  spheres  filled  the  largt 
assembly  hall  and  took  part  in  the  cere- 
monies which  marked  the  realization  of  t 
philanthropist's  dream. 

This  is  the  first  model  factory  for  th< 
blind  built  in  New  York  city,  and  in  ii 
broom  making  and  chair  caning  will  b< 
taught  to  afflicted  men  who  desire  to  be- 
come self-sppportlng.  It  is  the  gift  of  Mlsg 
Emily  H.  Bourne  as  a  memorial  to  her 
mother.  Miss  Bourne  listened  Intently  tc 
the  speeches  marking  the  occasion,  which 
has  been  eagerly  awaited  by  members  ol 
the  associatioin,  of  which  Miss  Winifred 
Holt,  one  of  the  most  earnest  friends  of 
the  blind  in  New  York,  is  secretary. 

The  Church  expressed,  its  approval  of 
the  workshop  by  the  presence  at  the  exer- 
cises of  Bishop  Greer,  who  made  the  open- 
ing prayer ;  of  Mgr.  Lavelle,  who  pro- 
nounced   the    benediction;    and    of    Rabbi 


Magnes.  George  McAneny,  president  of 
the  Borough  of  Manhattan,  made  an  ad- 
dress in  which  he  thanked  Miss  Bourne 
for  her  gift  in  the  name  of  the  city. 

Lucius  H.  Beers,  representing  Miss 
Bourne,  presented  the  model  workship  to 
the  New  York  Association' lor  the  Blind, 
ind  Herbert  L.  Satterlee  made  the  speech 
of  acceptance. 

;  Eben  P.  Morford,  who  Is  blind  and  is  the 
superintendent  of  the  Brooklyn  Industrial 
lome  for  the  Blind,  as  well  as  president 
the   American   Association   of  Workers 

>r  the  Blind,  was  another  speaker.     Miss 

rinifred  Holt  told  something  of  the  work 
the    organization     and    explained    the 
>pe     of     the     new     workship.      George 
tven  Putnam  was  chairman. 
iome  of  those  present  were  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Henry  Phipps,  Miss  Louisa  Lee  Schuyler, 
Mr.  Sydney  Howard  Carney,  Mrs.  Her-! 
bert  L.  Satterlee,  Mrs.  Edward  R.  Hewitt 
and  Mrs.  Nelson  H.  Henry. 

The  building  has  four  stories  of  light 
and  airy  rooms,  with  a  roof  garden,  which 
will  be  fitted  up  as  a  recreation  centre 
for  blind  workers.  A  luncheon  room  is 
another  feature.  Although  broom  making 
will  be  the  principal  industry  taught  in 
the  model  workshop,  other  branches  of 
work  will  be  introduced  later.  It  is  the 
idea  of  the  association  to  study  all  forms 
of  activity  open  to  the  blind  and  give  to 
its  members  the  opportunity  to  become 
proficient  in  any  or  all  of  them. 

With  the  assistance  of  her  architects, 
Henry  Vaughn,  of i  Boston,  and  his  New 
York  assistant,  George  Griebel,  Miss 
Bourne  has  been  able  to  supply  the  latest 
and  most  modern  systems  of  ventilation 
and  sanitation  and  to  provide  many  com- 
forts which  are  not  to  be  had  in  most 
factories.  The  cost  of  her  gift  as  it 
stands  was  $107,000. 

By  next  summer  the  workshop's  activi- 
ties will  be  enlarged  to  include  classes  for 
boys  who  may  become  self-supporting 
before  they  have  reached  the  age  when 
ordinarily  they  would  be  considered  a 
burden  to  poor  parents.  The  superinten- 
dent, De  Witt  Kel linger,  will  be  assisted 
by  a  corps  of  Instructors. 


yj     ^o-y-K^  ,  X.^.,  fcOeYVlVUg     3> 


Oo^ob^  n„  1^1^. 


WORKSHOP 


IOPJ0Mk«HM»B5p. 


<jjkt   of   Miss   Emily    Bourne    Ts   Dc«li- 
^^  -  ented. 

the  dedication  of  the  new  Bourne  work- 
shop of  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind,  at 338 East  Thirty-fifth  street,  will 
give  impetus  to  the  work  with  the  blind, 
and  Miss  Winifred  Holt,  secretary  of  the 
association,  is  greatly  pleased  with  the 
ouilding.  She  stated  that  the  building 
will  not  only  be  given  to  manufacturing 
aut  it  will  also  be  made  a  laboratory  in 
which  to  develop  ideas  leading  to  new 
and  p-ofitable  occupations  for  the   blind. 

The  workshop,  which  was  dedicated 
yesterday,  was  given  to  the  association 
by  Miss  Emily  Bourne  of  this  city,  and 
it  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $107,000.  George 
Haven  Putnam  was  chairman  at  the  xxer- 
cises  and  at  his  right  was  Gen.  Edward 
Frank  Jones,  84  years  old,  formerly  a 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  this  State.  He 
is  blind  and  is  at  present  head  of  the  in- 
stitution for  the  blind  at  Bingham  ton. 
Old-time  politicians  knew  him  as  "Jones, 
he   pays   the  freight. " 

After  Bishop  David  H.  Greer  opened 
with  prayer,  William  Resnikoff,  a  blind 
man,  sang,  "Lead,  Kindly  Light. "  Rabbi 
Leon  Judah  Magnes  then  read  from  the 
Psalms. 

George  McAneny,  President  of  the 
Borough  of  Manhattan,  made  a  happy 
speech  in  which  he  said  that  Miss  Holt 
had  been  doing  the  kind  of  work  that 
many  thought  should  be  done  by  the 
State. '^ He  then  spoke  of  the  incentive 
the  building  should  be  for  a  most  active 
campaign  in  the  work 

Eben  P.  Morford,  blind  superintendent 
of  the  Brooklyn  Industrial  Home  for 
Blind  Men,  made  an  address  in  Avhioh 
he  said  that  the  Bourne  Workshop  meant 
a  great  deal  to  blind  people,  for 
could  be  happy  there,  knowing  that  they 
were  on  the  level  with  their  fellowraen 
as  independent  wage  earners. 

Herbert  L.  Satier'ee  accepted  the' 
building  on  behalf  '-®l--i he  association. 
"All  who  enter  here  leave  hopelessness 
behind,"  he  said  was  the  motto  that 
should  be  placed  over  the  door  of  the 
new  building. 


Aft.->i-   a  short  address  by  Miss   Holt 
the        mediction     vfas     pronounced 
Mgr.  M.  J.  Lavelle,  rector  of  St.  Patric 
Cathedral. 
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Workshop  fox:  Blind 
Formally  Dedicated 

tifacture    of    Brooms'   Is    Principal 
dustry    at    Plant    Founded    by 
Miss  Emily  H.  Bourne. 
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The    Bourne    workshop    of    the    New 

ork  Association  for  the  Blind,  at  No. 
33  East  Thirty-fifth  street,  was  dedi- 
cated yesterday.  Miss  Emily  H.  Bourne, 
whose  donation  of  $107,000  made  possi- 
ble the  erection  of  the  building-,  was 
present  and  received  the  thanks  of  the 
officers  of  the  association  for  her 
philanthropy. 

The  shop  has  a  capacity  for  employ- 
ing 100  men,  although  at  present  there 
are  only  40-  at  work.  The  principal 
manufacture  is  brooms,  while  'the  can- 
ing of  chairs  keeps  some  of  the  men 
engaged  during  the  eight  hours  of 
labor.     The  work  is  done  by  the  piece. 

Especial  attention  has  been  paid  to 
the  health  conditions.  On  the  roof 
there  is  an  open  room,  where  the  work- 
ers may  rest.  Shower  baths  are  pro- 
vided, and  there  is  a  large  dining  room. 

Among  those  who  made  addresses  at 
the  dedeication  were  Miss  Bourne, 
George  Haven  Putnam,  Borough  Presi- 
dent McAneny,  Eben  P.  Morford,  presi- 
dent of  the  American  Association  of 
Workers  for  the  Blind;  Herbert  L.  Sal- 
terlee  and  Miss  Winifred  Holt,  secre- 
tary of  the  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind.  jf 


"Vle^    ^to-r^L  ,  y  ~>oef. 


Goto  be.r-    iTm    1^13*. 

f  The  formal  opening  and  dedication  of 
[the  Bourne  Workshop  for  the  BUnitis 
one  of  those  happily  increasing  in- 
stances oLttre  crystallization  of  humani 
tarian  Impulse  into  practical  result  It 
is  much  easier  to  see  the  harm  of  un- 
considered charity  than  it  is  to  hit  "upon 
something  to  take  its  place.  This  prob- 
lem is  solved  for  one  set  of  unfortunates, 
however,  by  the  completion  of  Miss 
Bourne's  gift  of  the  first  modern  factory 
building  for  the  blind.  Here  fifty  work- 
ers are  already  installed,  and  there  are 
accommodations  for  one  hundred  more. 
One  of  the  speakers  yesterday  asserted 
that  to  this  country  belongs  the  credit 
of  putting  the  industries  of  the  blind 
upon  a  business  basis.  This  is  no  small 
achievement,  and,  in  connection  with  the 
well-directed  efforts  for  an  improved  al- 
phabet for  the  blind  and  for  larger  op- 
portunities for  them  to  get  hold  of 
books  printed  for  them,  means  a  decid- 
ed alleviation  of  their  condition  within 
the  present  generation.  It  is  a  clear 
duty  to  do  all  we  can  to  diminish  the 
handicap  imposed  upon  any  by  natural 
defects,  particularly  in  cases... in  which 
willingness  to  make  use  of  such  assist- 
ance is  manifest.  i 


LEAVES  MILLION  TO  CHARITY 


ira  H.  Perfc 


Williaijri  ^  %eif  old  Makes  Many  Bequests 
,000  Trust  Fund 


New  York,  Oct.  18 — Numerous  charita- 
ble institutions  will  divide  the  bulk  of 
the  estate  of  William  Hall  Penfold  of  No. 
10  East  Fortieth  street,  who  died  on 
Sept.  IS,  and  whose  will  was  filed  yester- 
day in  the  Surrogate's  Office.  The  estate 
is  estimated  at  about  $1,000,000.  Some 
of  the  liberal  public  bequests  are  for  im- 
mediate payment,  or  as  soon  as  the  exec- 
utors can  arrange,  and  are  of  specific 
amounts,  while  several  of  the  institu- 
tions will  divide  the  principal  of  a  $300,- 
000  trust  fund  after  the  death  of  the 
brother  of  Mr.  Penfold,  who  is  to  receive 
the  interest  for  life. 

The  specific  public  bequests  are:  St. 
Mary's  Free  Hospital  for  Children.  $10,- 
000  to  establish  a  bed  in  memory  of 
Josephine  Penfold;  Presbyterian  Hospital. 
$10,000  for  a  Josephine  Penfold  bed;  the 
Charity  Organization  Society,  $10,000;  the 
Association  for  Improving  the  Condition 
of  the  Poor,  $10,000;  the  Children's  Aid 
Society.  $10,000.  and  the  Adirondack  Cot- 
tage Sanatorium,  at  Saranac  Lake,  $20.- 
000,  and  an  additional  $5000  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Penfold  Cottage. 

The  $300,000  trust  fund  is  finally  to  be 
distributed  as  follows:  The  Presbyterian 
Hospital,  the  Adirondack  Cottage  Sana- 
torium, St.  Luke's  Hospital,  the  Charity 
Organization  Society,  the  Manhattan  Eye 
and  Ear  Hospital,  the  Society  for  the 
Relief  of  the  Destitute  Blind,  the  Home 
for  Incurables,  fhe  ffome  for  Old  Men 
and  Aged  Couples,  the  Five  Points  House 
of  Industry,  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association.*  the  Children's  Aid  Society, 
the  Association  for  Improving  the  Coti- 
dition  of  the  Poor,  the  Charity  Aid  Asso- 
ciation. Mrs.  Mary  L.  Peters,  widow  of 
Charles  G.  Peters,  Mrs.  Katharine  E 
Wainwright  and  Mrs.  Frances  T.  Par- 
sons, wife  of  Harry  de  Berkeley  Parsons. 
The  three  individuals  are  to  receive  ten- 
sixtieths  each,  the  remaining  thirty- 
sixtieths  being  divided  among  the  insti- 
tutions named. 
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DINNER  T0J3LIND  WORKMEN. 

Miss   Bourne   Entertains   Employe's  of 
Shop   She   Donated. 

A  dinner  to  the  blind  workmen  in  the 
new  Bourne  workshop,  in  East  Thirty- 
fifth  Street,  which  was  dedicated  and 
presented  to  the  New  York  Association 
for  the  Blind  on  Wednesday,  by  Miss 
Emily  Howland  Bourne,  was  given  by 
Miss  Bourne  in  the  lunchroom  of  the 
building  last  night.  One  hundred  guests 
were  present.  Fifty  workmen  are  now 
employed  in  the  building,  and  each  man 
was  asked  to  invite  a  seeing  friend  as  his 
escort.  The  men  for  the  most  part 
brought  their  wives  or  relatives.  Miss 
Winifred  Holt,  head  of  the  association, 
was  a  guest  with  three  men  blind  them- 
selves who  are  also  workers  for  the  blind. 

These  were:  Eben  P.  Morford,  Presi- 
dent of  the  American  Association  Work- 
ers for  the  Blind;  W.  1.  Scandin,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Brooklyn  Blind  Man's  Club, 
and  the  civil  war  veteran,  Gen.  Jones  of 
Binghamton,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the 
most  prosperous  of  the  six  branches  of 
the  New  York  Association.  Gen.  Jones, 
large,  rugged  in  appearance,  with  white 
hatr,  is  an  ex-Lieutenant  Governor  of 
New  York.  With  him  the  once-familiar 
phrase,  "  And  Jones  he  pays  the  freight," 
originated.  ^ 


Bostow,  YVLa^bb.;  Pobt 
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A  workshop  for  the  blind,  sufflciently 
large  to  accommodate  150  workers,  has 
been  given  by  Miss  Emily  Howland 
Bourne  in  memory  of  her  family,  the 
new  structure  having  been  recently  for- 
mally dedicated  at  338  East  Thirty-fifth 
street,  New  York  city.  Miss  Bourne  is 
a  native  and  summer  resident  of  New 
Bedford,  and  is  a  member  of  the  same 
family  as  United  States  Senator  Bourne 
of  Oregon,  whose  birthplace  is  also  New 
Bedford. 
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PRESENTS  SHOP  TO  BLIND 

Miss  Bourne  Turns  Over  Build- 
ing at  Dinner  to  Afflicted. 

The^gppwne  Workshop  for  the  Blind,  a 
-ew  Joking  at  No.  338  Bast  35th  street, 
>resentea  by  Miss  Emily  H.  Bourne  to 
he  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind, 
ras  dedicated  last  night  at  a  dinner 
vhich  Miss  Bourne  gave  to  the  blind  men 
md  women  who  are  to  work  in  it. 

In  the  presentation  speech,  Miss  Bourne 
aid  she  hoped  the  building  would  give 
he  blind  what  they  most  coveted— the 
hance  to  work. 

Miss  Winifred  Holt  said  the  battle  of 
he  blind  was  to  win  happiness,  and  to 
ucceed  they  must  have  broader  fields 
>f  work. 

"This  building  will  enlarge  their  chance 
>f  usefulness,  and  so  of  happiness,"  she 
;aid,  "for  with  the  blind,  as  with  the 
est  of  us,  the  two  are  much  the  same. 
He  builds  too  low  who  builds  beneath  the 
tars.'  We  must  seek  everywhere  for 
ight,  and  remember  that  the  greatest 
service  we  can  render  the  blind  iB  to  give 
hem  a  better  chanoe  for  useful  work. 

The  new  building  has  four  stories  and 
i  roof  garden  and  is  provided  with  ample 
acilities  for  broom  and  wicker  work.  Ac- 
;ording  to  Eben  P.  Morford  president  of 
he  American  Association  of  Workers  for 
:he  Blind,  it  is  the  best  in  the  state. 
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Y   OF   BOURNES. 


Ronnie    Workshop     for     Blind     Dedi- 
cated  at  New  York. 


The     Bourne    Workshop       for 


th< 


Blind  tjy  gift  of  Miss  Emily  How- 
flWWfjJourne,  formerly  of  this  city 
and  daughter  of  the  late  Jonathan 
Bourne,  and  sister  of  Senator  Jona- 
than Bourne,  Jr.,  of  Oregon,  was  for- 
mally opened  at  338  Wast  Thirty-fifth 
Street,  New  York,  and  dedicated  tin's 
week.  Miss  Bourne  made  this  gift 
to  the  New  York  association  for  the 
Blind    in    memory   of   her   family. 


The  presentation  or  the  plant  to  the 
Iation,  whose  head  la  Miss  Win- 
ifred Holt,  was  made  by  Lucius  H. 
Beers  lor  Miss  Bourne,  and  it  was  ac- 
cepted for  the  association  by  Herbert 
kc  atterlee. 

The  building  is  a  fine  structure, 
complete  in  all  its  arrangements  from 
the  roof  garden,  overlooking  the  wa- 
ter on  one  sidtf  and  St.  Gabriel's  re- 
creation park  in  the  front,  to  the 
thower  baths  in  the  basement.  It  is 
the  first  modern  factory  building 
for  the  blind,  and  already  has  50 
broommakers  and  chair  caners,  and 
will  accommodate  100  more.  The 
cost  of  the  plant  was   $107,000. 

There  are  two  bronze  tablets  in 
the  office  on  Ihe  main  floor  of  the 
building.  One,  decorated  with  a 
garland  of  autumn  foliage,  bore  the 
words: 

'Erected  by  Emily  Howland  Bourne 
for  the  New  York  Association  for 
Blind,    a    Memorial    to    Her    Family." 

On  the  wall  opposite  are  the  texts: 

"Except  the  Lord  build  the  house 
they  labor  in  vain  that  build  it,"  and 
"Except  the  Lord  keep  the  city  the 
watchman  waketh  in  vain." 

Refreshments  were  served  in  the 
lunchroom  of  the  building  at  the  rear 
of  the  fourth  floor.  On  this  floor  are 
the  rooms  of  the  caretaker  of  the 
building.  On  the  third  floor  are  the 
chair  caners,  and  on  the  second  the 
broommaking  shop,  the  chief  industry 
of  the  building,  with  the  office  of  the 
superintendent,  De  Witt  Killinger.  At 
the  rear  of  the  first  floor  corn  is 
stored  for  the  brooms,  anol'the  front 
rooms  are  offices.  AU  the  rooms  are 
flooded  with  light  and  air. 

Every  precaution  has  beeh  taken 
against  fire,  and  there  are  chutes  from 
each  floor  in  which  the  refuse  is  sent 
down  immediately  and  not  allowed 
to  accumulate.  In  every  workroom  is 
an  automatic  sprinkler  fed  from  a 
large  tank  on  the  roof.  There  is  an 
elevator  running  to  the  roof  and  two 
flights  of  stairs.  All  the' departments 
were  running  with  their  blind  work- 
men and  were  inspected  by  the  guests. 
On  the  main  floor  the  work  of  the 
blind  women  from  the  Lighthouse  on 
Fifty-ninth  street  was  shown.  The 
handmade  brooms  of  the  blind  men 
are  considered  superior  to  the  ma- 
chine-made, and  are  used  by  many 
railroads   and    hotels. 

Miss  Bourne  was  present  at  the 
exercises.  and       the       blind       boys 

of  the  summer  basket  making  class, 
which  met  in  one  room  of  the  building 
while  it  was  being  completed  this 
summer,  and  who  are  also  the  blind 
bov  scouts,  gave  their  cheer  for  her 
when  she  looked  in  upon  them.  Led 
by  their  instructor,  G.  H.  Longenecker, 
they  shouted: 


Rah!    Rah!    Rah! 

[ere    we    are, 
T,ight     House     Scout 
Ha!     Ha!     Ha! 


Roys, 


Two  of  the  smaller  scouts,  wearing 
khaki  uniforms,  presented  Miss 
Bourne  with  a  hasket  of  red  rosebuds. 
There  was  warm  applause  for  her  dur- 
ing the  afternoon  whenever  she  or  her 
gift   was   mentioned. 

There  was  a  distinguished  gathering 
of  men  to  take  part  in  the  exercises 
with  Miss  Holt  and  Miss  Louisa  Lee 
Schuyler,  vice  president  of  the  State 
Charities  Aid  association  and  chair- 
man of  a  special  committee  on  the 
prevention  of  blindness.  The  opening 
prayer  was  by  Bishop  Greer  of  New 
York,  psalms  were  read  by  R#bbi 
Leon  Judah  Magnes,  and  the„>#lf£dic- , 
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October    3,3.  \<\  \%. 
NEW  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


Cha'rfty  ^Workshop  for  Unfortunates 
Has   Just    Been    Dedicated. 

"With  the  opening  recently  of  the  new 
Bourne  Workshop  for  the  Blind,  New 
York  now  has,  for  the  first  time,  a 
building  constructed  and  equipped  ex- 
clusively for  the  making  of  brooms  and 
mops  and  the  caning  of  chairs  by  the 
blind.  This  work,  which  for  the  last 
four  years  has  been  carried  on  in 
cramped  quarters  at  No.  147  East 
Forty-second  street,  is  now  housed  in 
the  most  completely  equipped  and  up- 
to-date  workshop  of  the  kind  in  the 
country.  Fifty  blind  workers  are  al- 
ready at  work,  and  there  is  room  for 
100  more. 

The  workshop,  which  stands  at  No. 
338  East  Thirty-fifth  street,  between 
First  and  Second  avenue,  overlooking 
St.  Gabriel's  recreation  park,  was  built 
at  a  cost  of  $100,000,  and  is  the  gift 
of  Miss  Emily  H.  Bourne  to  the  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind. 

There  is  not  another  building  like 
this    in   the    city.     All   four   floors   are 


devoted  to  the  work  of  the  blind,  and 
there  is  even  a  roof  garden,  where 
the  men  may  enjoy  a  cool  smoke  at 
lunch  hour  in  the  summer.  The  top 
floor  is  a  restaurant,  where  the  chair- 
Caners  and  broom-makers  are  served 
with  lunch,  without  charge,  each  day, 
and  there  are  separate  lockers  and 
shower  baths   in   the   cellar. 

A  blind  man  is  not  only  assured 
employment  in  the  shop  but  he  is 
taught  how  to  use  the  machines  and 
to  manufacture  brooms  and  receives 
a  small  wage  while  he  is  learning. 
The  experienced  workers  are  paid  by 
piece-work,  and  are  able  to  make  from 
$7  to  $12  a  week.  Yet  the  income  from 
the  sale  of  brooms  and  caning  of  chairs 
is  not  sufficient  to  meet  all  running 
expenses. 

The  brooms  that  the  blind  workers 
make  are  considered  better  than  the 
machine-made  article.  They  are  sued 
in  all  the  first-lass  hotels  of  the  city, 
and  big  supplies  are  furnished  to  the 
Edison  Company,  Western  Electric 
Company,  Jersey  Central  Railroad,  and 
Long  Island  Railroad.  With  the  pres* 
ent  working  force  of  fifty  men,  it  is 
estimated  that  the  new  workshop  will 
be  able  to  turn  out  from  twenty-five 
to  forty  dozen  brooms  a  day. 

D.  C.  Kellinger,  who  had  charge  of 
the  work  in  the  old  quarters,  and  has 
been  made  superintendent  of  the 
Bourne  Workshop,  believes  that  the 
number  of  blind  workers  will  be  in- 
creased considerably,  now  that  the 
building  is  open.  In  the  old  quarters, 
there  was  room  for  not  more  than 
forty,  and  the  shop  usually  worked 
at  full  capacity.  In  the  last  few  days, 
since  work  was  transferred  to  East 
Thirty-fifth  street,  ten  more  men  have 
been  added  to  the  force. 

The  building  itself  is  constructed 
along  the  most  modern  lines.  It  has 
iron  staircases,  fireproof  doors,  con- 
crete floors,  and  and  elevator,  both  for 
passenger  and   freight  service.     Every 


workroom  is  equipped  with  an  auto- 
matic sprinkler,  in  case  of  fire.  The 
sprinkling  system  is  fed  from  a  8,000 
gallon  tank  on  the  roof,  and  this  in 
turn  is  connected  with  a  pump  in  the 
cellar  capable  of  refilling  the  tank  in 
two  minutes. 

There  are  also  fire  alarm  boxes  on 
every  floor  connecting  directly  with  the 
nearest  fire-house.  It  is  believed  that 
every  possible  precaution  has  thus 
been  taken  against  fire. 

Another  feature  of  the  shop  is  a 
chute  for  waste  material  from  the 
workrooms.  All  the  waste,  instead  of 
being  allowed  to  collect  or  to  lie  around 
the  shop  in  baskets,  is  swept  into  the 
chute,  emptied  into  the  cellar,  and  con-^ 
sumed  in  an  incinerator. 


NEWS  OF  WOMEN'S  CLUBS 


crfjWEpERATION  WILL  HOLD  ITS 
CONVENTION  FRIDAY. 


Programme  of  the  Morning  and  After- 
noon Sessions  —  New  Organiza- 
tions to  Be  Admitted  to  Member- 
ship —  Lectures  for  Mothers  on 
Household  Topics — Other  Fields. 


GENERAL    FEDERATION*. 

President:    Mrs.    Percy   V.    Pennybaeker,    Aus- 
tin, Tex. 

NEW    YORK    STATE   FEDERATION. 

President:   Miss  Mary  G.irrett  Hay.   Now  York. 

Vice-Presidents:      Mrs.    Alfred   G.    Haunensteln, 
Buffalo;   Mrs.  Eugene  J.   Grant,   Brooklyn. 

Rec.    Secretary:    Mrs.    Ckarles   H.    Stecker,    Mr. 
Vernon. 

Cor.    Secretary :      Mrs.    John    F.    Yawger,    New 
York. 

Treasurer:   Mrs.  Walter  L.  Brown,  Oneonta. 
NEW   YORK   CITY    FEDERATION. 

President :   Mrs.   William  Grant  Browu. 

Vice-Presidents:      Mrs.    Howard   MacNutt,    Miss 
Laura  Skinner,  Mrs.  John  S.  Crosby. 

Rec.  Secretary;  Miss  Henrietta  Strauss. 

Cor.    Secretary:       Mrs.    A.    C.    Bage,    77    West 
Eighty-fifth  Street. 

Treasurer :    Mrs.    Prlscllla   D.    Hackstaff. 

Historian :     Mrs.  W.   C.   Walser. 


Friday's  all-day  meeting  of  the  City 
Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  will  be  the 
twenty-ninth  convention.  As  usual,  the 
meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Hotel  Astor.  A 
buffet  luncheon  will  be  givten  at  one  o'clock. 
To-day  is  the  last  day  for  club  presidents 
to  send  in  the  names  of  their  delegates  and 
.alternates  to  the  chairman  of  credentials, 
Mrs.  Henry  W.  Campton,  No.  150  West  Eigh- 
ty-second Street.  Delegates  and  alternates 
should  register  and  receive  their-badges  to- 
morrow afternoon  at  the  Hotel  Astor  be- 
tween three  and  five. 


The  convention  is  to  be  called  to  order  at 
ten  o'clock  Friday  morning  by  the  presi- 
dent, Mrs.  William  Grant  Brown,  and  the 
business  of  the  morning  will  include  re- 
ports on  the  scholarship  fund  and  the 
drama.  Special  milk  resolutions  will  be 
read  and  discussed  at  half-past  eleven. 
Clubs  wishing  to  present  resolutions 
should  send  them  in  advance  to  Mrs.  John 
Francis  Yawger,  the  Allendale,  West  End 
Avenue  and  Ninety-ninth  Street.  The  af- 
ternoon session  will  convene  at  two  o'clock 
and  will  cover  committee  reports  and  a 
musical  programme,  which  is  in  charge  of 
Mrs.  Speke-Seeley. 

Mrs.  Charles  D.  Hirst,  chairman  of  the 
luncheon,  should  be  addressed  at  No.  150 
West  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Street  by 
those  who  desire  luncheon  tickets,  the  price 
of  which  is  one  dollar.  Mrs.  Hirst  will  be 
at  the  Hotel  Astor  from  three  to  five  to- 
morrow afternoon,  at  which  time  tickets 
may  be  obtained. 

An  amendment  offered  by  the  Graduate 
Club  at  the  May  convention  will  be  voted 
on  Friday.  It  affects  the  third  paragraph 
of  the  membership  by-law,  and  reads: 

"Any  woman  not  affiliated  with  a  club, 
who  desires  to  attend  the  convention,  may 
become  a  member-at-large  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  annual  dues  of  two  dollars.  Mem- 
bers-at-large  shall  have  all  the  privileges 
of  the  convention  except  the  privilege  of 
the  floor  for  discussion  and  the  privilege 
of  a  vote." 

Thirteen  new  clubs  to  be  admitted  to 
membership  are:  Amelia  Relief  Society,  Bay 
Ridge  Reading  Club,  Bedford  Political 
Equality  League,  Carson  Chautauqua  Cir- 
cle, Grace  Greenwood  Civic  Club,  La  Fa- 
mine, Priscilla  Study  Club,  Philomath, 
Unity  Child  Welfare  Association,  Woman's 
Club  of  the  Association  of  the  Blind,  Read- 
ers' Club,  Btf«#«*l*«iP*B*^9f(ro^f  Brook- 
lyn, and  the  Round  Table. 

Among  the  chief  guests  will  be:  Mrs. 
Howard  Warren,  president  New  Jersey  State 
Federation;  Mrs.  Helmuth,  honorary  presi- 
dent New  York  State  Federation ;  Miss  Hay, 
president  New  York  State  Federation;  Cy- 
rus C.  Miller,  President  of  the  Borough  oj 
the  Bronx;  Robert  W.  Hebberd,  secretai 
of  the  State  Board  of  Charities;  Georfe 
Barr  Baker,  Mrs.  Anna  Allen,  Friday  Mof 
ing  Club,  Los  Angeles;  Dr.  John  G.  Bacl 
and  Mrs.  William  Nesbit,  Woman's  C 
Alabama.  — 


October"    2sh-«  \°[\J*- 

Mb  PEOPLE  MEET 
TO  FORM  A  SOCIETY 


'athetic   Assemblage    in   Christ 

Church   Parish  Hall  in 

Clinton  Street. 


FEW  SEEING   PEOPLE  THERE. 


Brooklyn     and    Queens    Represented. 
Over  Forty  Enroll  as  Members  of 
/  Proposed  Organization. 

One    o    fthe    most    interesting    and    pa- 

letic    meetings    ever    held    in    Brooklyn 

:curred  last  evening  in  the  Parish  Hall 
Christ   Church,   corner  of   Clinton  and 

arrison  streets,  when  fifty-four  blind 
1  ;ople    from    all    parts    of    Brooklyn    and 

jeens  assembled  to  discuss  the  matter 
organization  with  a  view  to  further- 
i   g  the  welfare  of  themselves  and  others 

milarly  afflicted. 

Every  one  came  with  a  purpose  and 
i  ost  of  them  had  suggestions  to  offer. 
Mvery  one  of  them  was  anxious  to  help 
"not  only  himself,  but  all  his  fellow  suf- 
ferers. There  were  youths  of  16  whose 
faltering  footsteps  were  just  starting  on 
the  long,  dark  pathway  of  life,  and  there 
were  gray-haired  veterans  who,  after 
years  of  clear  vision,  had  entered  sud- 
denly into  the  land  of  shadows.  There 
were  young  women  so  energetic  as  to 
claim  to  be  suffragettes— their  eyes  closed 
to  the  world  of  light,  but  their  minds 
preternaturally  keen  as  to  the  needs  of 
those  who  dwell  in  darkness.  There  were 
repi»sented  business  men  and  college 
students  who,  as  a  result  of  overstudy, 
had  been  blinded  prematurely,  and  there 
were   those  who  had  groped   their   sight- 


ivay  without  a  ray  of  light  from  in- 
fancy to  old  age. 

E.  A.  Tyson  Made  the  Meeting  Pos- 
sible. 

They  assembled  at  the  instigation  of 
E.  A.  Tyson,  himself  totally  blind,  in 
response  to  a  circular  sent  out  by  him- 
self and  two  other  blind  men,  Robert 
Naylor  and  A.  M.  Thompson,  who  com- 
prised a  self-constituted  committee  of 
three  to  investigate  the  advisability  of 
organization. 

Mr.  Tyson,  Mr.  Naylor  and  Mr.  Thomp- 
son arrived  early  -at  the  meeting  place, 
Mr.  Naylor  unaccompanied,  and  occupied 
seats  on  the  platform.  Mr.  Tyson  was 
elected  temporary  chairman  and  Mr. 
Thompson  secretary,  with  power  to  select 
a  person  of  unimpaired  vision  to  act  for 
him  in  that  capacity.  W.  D.  Keep  of 
South  Elliot  place  volunteered  his  vision, 
and  later  when  the  enrollment  of  those 
present  took  place  several  other  persons 
contributed  their  services. 

Mr.  Tyson,  in  his  opening  remarks, 
said:  "For  years  it  has  been  my  hope 
that  the  blind  people  of  Brooklyn  would 
organize.  I  have  bad  in  mind  what  an 
amount  of  good  ic  would  do.  It  is  true 
there  are  three  organizations  for  blind 
people  in  the  borough  at  the  present 
time,  but  each  has  been  formed  for  pur- 
poses quite  apart  from  those  which  we 
now  propose.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that 
every  member  of  those  organizations  or  I 
of  any  other  in  Brooklyn  and  Queens  who  ! 
is  blind  will  individually  connect  himself 
or  herself  with  this  one  united  society, 
that  it  may  become  a  direct  influence  for 
the  growth,  advancement,  improvement 
and  general  welfare  of  blind   people." 

Pensions  for  the  Blind  Advocated. 

Mr.  Thompson  also  spoke  along  the 
same  line  and  later,  when  the  matter  of 
the  pensioning  of  blind  people  was 
brought  up,  Mr.  Tyson  referred  to  it  as 
one  of  the  grandest  acts  of  kindness  and 
benevolence  the  State  had  ever  done,  but 
he  voiced  the  sentiments  of  the  entire 
meeting  when  he  stated  that  while  it  was 
just  and  right,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
a  blind  man  is  handicapped  in  a  wage 
earning  capacity,  when  such  a  man 
found  it  impossible  to  earn  a  livelihood 
it  was  <an  honorable  right  and  privilege 
to  ask  for  a  porcion  of  that  fund.  When 
the  time  arrived  that  he  could  do  with- 
out it,  he  ought  to  leave  it  alone.  "We 
should  see  to  it,"  said  Mr.  Tyson,  "that 
it  is  not  abused,  not  misappropriated, 
but  put  ourselves  on  record  to  protect 
that    pension." 

General   applause  followed   Mr.   Tyson's 
remarks   and    Mrs.    Austin,   the    le-ader   of 


the  Blind  Women's  Club  of  Brooklyn,  an- 
nounced that  her  club  would  come  into 
the  new  organization,  not  as  a  society, 
but  as  individuals,  and  the  club  would 
continue   as   usual. 

After  considerable  discussion  an  en- 
rollment was  made  of  those  who  would 
become  charter  members,  and  a  commit- 
tee of  five  was  appointed  to  draft  a  con- 
stitution and  bylaws  to  be  presented  at 
the  next  meeting,  on  the  fourth  Wednes- 
day in  November,  at  the  same  place.  At 
that  time  the  official  title  of  the  society 
will  be  considered  and  officers  elected- 
The  objects  of  the  organization  will  be 
outlined  in  the  constitution,  which  will 
be  discussed  clause  by  clause  and  adopt- 
ed or  rejected  according  to  the  pleasure 
of  the  meeting.  The  committee  oensists 
of  A.  >.].  Thompson,  chairman;  Walter 
Tuckhorn,  Mrs.  j.  L.  Austin,  Miss  Win- 
tringham  and  E.  A.  Tyson. 

Over  Forty  Enrolled  at  Last  Night's 
Meeting-. 

Those    who    enrolled      at      last      night'; 
meeting  are: 

Alfred    Zaiss,    Walter   Tuckhorn,    Ida    Backu* 
Julia  Daub,    Edward    F.    Hichards,    John    Hicks 
Hugh   O'Malley,    Robert  W.    Xaylor.    Arthur   M 
Thompson,     George     X.     McKane,     Miss     Grac 
King,      James      -McDonnell,       Herbert      Muller 
Herman     Schroeder,     Marcus     A.     Wolfe,     Johr 
I-etch,   Mrs.  John   Letch,   J.    P.    H.   Clark.   W.   — 
Gooshaw,    Mrs.    W.    M.    Gopshaw,    Robert   Pear-! 
sal),    \V.    I.    Scandlin.    S.    B.    Moore,    E.    P.    Mar- 
ford,  J.   V.   Skillen,   E.    Van  Sant,   Mrs.   Florence 
Carroll,    Miss    Augusta    Fcldman,    Miss    Amelia 
Meierdicrck,     Mrs.     A.     J.     Austin,     Miss     Ella 
Bertles,     Miss    Ruth    Wintringham,     Miss    Lena 
Klein,    Miss    Catherine    Kfnny,    Mrs.    Catherine] 
Rice,     Mrs.     Samuel     Myers,     Timothy     HalpinJ 
James  Ennis,   John  D.   Sammis,   M.  F.  Donovan! 
Abraham  Gulish,    Charles  A.    Berkeley,    Williaj* 
R.    Skrine    and    Joseph    Hood.  S 


FAIR  AND  SUPPER  FOR 

HOME  FOR  BLIND. 


The  directors  of  the  Industrial  Homo 
for  liiin^.  announce  a  fair  and  New 
England  supper  at  the  home,  514  Gates 
avenue,  to  be  held  Nov.  6  and  7.  The 
money  realized  will  be  used  for  the 
institution,  which  is  in  need  of  funds. 
The  institution  has  helped  to  teach 
irades  to  200  blind  adults  and  now 
furnishes  employment  to  45. 

Over  $85,000  have  been  distributed  in 
wages.  The  home  provides  a  com- 
fortable home  for  the  blind,  reduces 
the  probability  of  the  blind  becoming 
'objects  of  public  charity,  relieves  the 
terrible  mental  depression  due  to  the 
loss  of  sight,  supplies  the  opportunity 
for  self-support  to  the  progressive 
blind,  and  extends  a  Helping  hand  to 
all  recently  deprived  of  sight. 


October    2*J+*  ^\%. 

BUND  UilTE  FOR 

raypcri 

Sightless  Men  and  Women  Meei 

In  Church  and  Form 
<!         Organization. 

CITY  BLAMED  AND  PRAISED 


Speaker  Says  It  Prevents  At 
flicted  From  Earning  Living. 


Fifty  sightless  men  and  women  met 
last  night  at  Christ  P.  E.  Church, 
Clinton  and  Harrison  streets,  to  or- 
ganize for  the  mutual  welfare  and 
protection  of  afflicted  men  and 
women.  The  gathering  was  unique, 
in  that  the  officers  who  managed  it 
were  blind  men.  Edward  A.  Tyson 
presided  and  Arthur  Thompson  was 
secretary. 

After  considerable  discussion  it  was 
decided  not  to  name  a  president  and 
vice-president  until  a  constitution  was 
framed,  and  then  a  nominating  com- 
mittee would  be  appointed  to  present 
candidates  for  office.  Two  men  and 
two  women,  with  Mr.  Tyson  as  ex- 
officio  member,  were  chosen  as  fram- 
ers  of  the  constitution.  They  were 
Arthur  Thompson,  Robert  Naylor, 
Mrs  Joseph  L.  Austin,  president  of 
the  Blind  Woman's  organization,  and 
Miss  Ruth  Winthringham.  They  will 
report  at  a  meeting  next  month. 

The  afflicted  persons,  who  came 
from  all  over  the  borough,  were  taken 
to  the  meeting  by  friends  and  rela- 
tives. Chairman  Tyson  suggested  for 
a  name  "The  Brooklyn  and  Queens 
Blind  Welfare  Society."  No  name, 
upon. 


A  member  occupying-  a  seat  in  the 
rear  interrupted  Mr.  Tyson  by  ask- 
ing "How  can  a  blind  man  get  more 
money?  The  sighted  people,"  he 
said,  "manage  to  get  plenty,  but  we 
poor  unfortunates  do  not  seem  to  get 
a  cent.  I  wish  I  could  get  a  little 
graft."  Mr.  Tyson  agreed,  saying  he 
did  not  think  a  little  graft  in  a  le- 
gitimate way  now  and  then  was 
harmful. 

The  $50  given  yearly  by  the  city  to 
blind  people  not  able  to  support  them- 
selves was  declared  to  be  one  of  the 
best  philanthropic  acts  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Tyson  took  occasion  to  rap  the 
city  authorities  for  not  permitting  the 
blind  to  sell  wares  on  the  streets.  He 
compared  the  methods  employed  by 
the  peddlers  on  the  crowded  East 
Side,  who  block  the  traffic,  and  the 
easy-going  blind  person  who  stands  in 
one  spot. 


Oivwur^,  "Wt^f.,  (raLt-e/frfce* 
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HELPJLIND 


Local  Association  Plans  to 
Open  Shop  Where  Those 
Without  Sight  Can  Have 
Employment. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  local  commit- 
tee of  the  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind  held  yesterday  afternoon 
at  The  Park  church,  policies  of  the 
association  were  outlined  and  vari- 
ous officers  and  committees  were  set 
to  work  to  provide  means  of  in- 
struction in  useful  vocations  for  the 
blind  of  this  city  and  of  surround- 
ing   towns. 

While  the  local  organization  is  af- 
filiated with  state  association  its 
work  is  independent  and  the  money 
collected  here  will  be  used  strictly 
for  local  work.  A  workshop  has  been 
secured  here  at  510  West  Second 
street  and  instructions  will  be  open- 
ed there  as  soon  as  an  instructor 
can    be    found. 


The  plans  of  local  associations  are 
being  outlined  by  A.  E.  VanOrden, 
field  secretary  of  the  work,  a  man 
totally  blind,  graduated  from  the 
Batavia  School.  He  has  served  on 
two  state  committees  to  secure  the 
census  of  the   blind. 

Among  prominent  people  affiliated 
with  the  general  movement  which 
has  its  home  and  headquarters  at 
118  East  5  5  9th  street,  New  York  are 
Dr.  John  H.  Finley,  president;  Helen 
Keller,  vice-president  and  Robert 
W.  DeForest,  honorary  vice-presi- 
dent. 

The  local  officers  and  committees 
have    been    chosen    as    follows: 

Chairman,  the  Rev.  A.  G.  Corn- 
well;  secretary  elected  at  this  meet- 
ing, Boyd  McDowell;  treasurer,  M. 
Y.  Smith;.  Max  Beery,  F.  W.  Dawdy, 
George  Diven,  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Saw- 
telle.  General  Committee:  John 
Brand,  Mrs.  L.  Bement,  \Y.  I.  Booth, 
Chester  Converse,  Casper  Decker, 
Mrs.  J.  Sloat  Fassett,  Mrs.  S.  H. 
Friendley,  Charles  Gridley,  the  Rev. 
H.  L.  Hannah,  C.  J.  Hannock,  Mrs. 
Edward  Hoffman,  Mrs.  Seymour 
Lowman,  Anna  B.  Pratt,  Mrs.  Theo- 
dore Rose,  Henry  L.  Rosenbaum, 
Joseph  Robinson,  Daniel  Sheehan 
H.  B.  Sayles,  Fred  Swan,  Mrs.  Jen- 
nie  Turnbull,   W.    P.    Welts. 


3tt.  orlLvrw,   U.^.,     £dq;^. 
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AIR  FOR  BLIND  HOME. 


Bazar   Is    to    Open    at   Institution   en 
/  r^a^oe-.  Avenue. 

On  \Tednesda\  November  3.  a  fair  will 
be  opined  at  the  Industrial  Home  for 
the  Blind,  on  Gates  avenue,  n?ar  Tomp- 
kins, and  will  continue  Thursday.  A  num- 
ber of  very  attractive  features  have  been 
prepared,  which  are  sure  to  please  those 
who  are  fond  of  novelties.  In  addition  to 
these,  there  will  be  opportunities  for  the 
friends  of  the  blind  to  add  to  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  institution,  which  is  very 
much  in  need. 

The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind  is 
one  cf  the  most  progressive  of  the  philan- 
thropic organizations  cf  the  city.  It 
maintains  a  manufactory  where  brooms 
are  maae  in  large  quantities,  and  also  ■ 
chairs  caned  and  mattresses  made  over. 
A  large  and  prosperous  business  has  been 
buiit  up  by  the  blind  men.     This  has  af- 


forded  them  an  opportunity  to  earn  a  liv- 
ing, which  otherwise  would  not  be  pos- 
sible. 

Over  250  blind  a  li  ts  have  bfen  taught 
a  trade  at  this  insi  tution;  at  present 
45  are  now  being  provided  with  - 
employment.  Since  the  institution  was 
started,  over  $94,000  has  b**"u  distributed 
in  wages.  The  home  not  only  provides 
employment,  but  it  also  furnishes  a  com- 
fortable domicile  for  the  destitute  and 
homeless  blind.  These  are  some  of  the 
Inducements  which  have  led  Brooklyn 
people  to  support  the  home,  and  the  com- 
ing bazar  will  give  them  another  chance 
to  manifest  their  loyalty. 


Q/ib 
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C^Jmmunication  Sent  Out  B: 
|\ State   Federation 


A  committee  representing  the  Ne? 
York  State  Federation  of  Workers  foi 
the  Blind,  have  issued  ark.«ajj^e«r"ii 
luhjifj  II'  Mil  I  organization  and  th» 
dement  which  it  represents,  ii 
which  it  is  stated: 

The  New  York  State  Federation  o) 
Workers  for  the  Blind,  organized  at  ( 
conference  held  at  the  State  school 
for  the  Blind  at  Batavia,  on  Angus' 
10th,  asks  for  support,  and  in  fur- 
therance of  its  plea  directs  attention  t( 
the  following  facts: 

"Massachusetts,  New  Jersey,  Mary« 
land,  Ohio,  Michigan  and  other  state* 
have  passed  laws  looking  to  che  as 
sistance  of  those  adult  blind  people 
who  are  unable  through  no  fault  ol 
their  own,  but  by  reason  of  adverse 
conditions,  to  support  themselvei 
without  private  or  state  aid.  Commis- 
sions have  been  appointed  and  larg< 
appropriations  made;  workshops  an<l 
training  schools  have  been  established 
and  markets  have  been  found  for  trw 
products  of  blind  workmen  and  women 


It  is  significant  that  these  results  hav< 
been  brought  about  largely  through  th< 
efforts  of  the  blind  thmselves,  assisted 
of  course,  by  their  seeing  friends. 

"While  all  this  has  been  going  on 
the  State  of  New  York,  with  its  rnor* 
than  live  thousand  adult  blind  has  dom 
•absolutely  nothing.  This  has  been  du« 
probably  to  two  principal  causes 
First  the  lack  of  knowledge  on  the 
part  of  the  public  as  to  the  real  in- 
terests, needs  and  capabilities  of  th« 
blind,  and  second,  the  apathy  and  gen- 
eral "don't  care"'  attitude  of  the  blinl 
themselves.  It  is  not  ncessary  to  de 
scribe  here  the  plight  of  those  wh( 
lose  their  sight  after  reaching  ma 
tuiity.  Many  of  them  marry  and  an 
the  support  of  families  before  losing 
their  sight.  Many  more,  though  nol 
married,  have  lcved  ones  at  hom< 
whose  lives  are  ma.de  unhappy  by  th« 
misfortune  that  has  overtaken  them 
To  make  matters  worse,  the  numbei 
of  persons  so  situated  is  increasing 
each  year  as  the  result  of  acciden' 
and  disease.  Many  are  driven  in  sheej 
desperation  to  go  on  the  streets  anc 
beg  enough  money  to  buy  bread.  Ii 
has  been  demonstrated  beyond  doubl 
that  this  situation  can  be  remedied 
by  state  intervention;  that  a  large  pro 
portion  of  the  adult  blind  can  be  madf 
self-supporting  and  that  in  conse- 
quence  thousands  of  homes  can  b* 
made  brighter,  thousands  of  lives  mad< 
more    happy. 

The  appeal  tells  of  the  efforts  whicl 
have  been  and  are  being  made  to  se 
cure  legislation  in  the  interest  of  th« 
adult  blind.  The  circular  states  tha* 
to  insure  for  the  blind  "at  the  earliesi 
possible  moment,  a  state  commissior 
to  study  their  needs  and  advance 
their  interests,  to  procure  the  enact 
ment  of  progressive  legislation,  and 
in  every  other  possible  way  to  pro- 
mote their  welfare,  are  the  purpose* 
of  the  New  York  State  Federatior 
of  Workers  for  the  Blind,  and  it  is  tc 
make  possible  the  carrying  out  oi 
these  purposes  that  financial  and  mor- 
al support  are  earnestly  requested; 
The  dues  for  the  Federation  hav< 
been  fixed  at  the  very  small  sum  ol 
25  cents  a  year. 

"The  president,  Mr.  Charles  J.  Him- 
melsbach  of  Buffalo,  is  a  ffraduaU 
from  the  State  school  for  the  JBlinc" 
at  Batavia  and  is  a  member  of  tin 
Board  of  Managers  of  that  school 
The  vice-president  is  Mrs.  Cynthia 
Westover  Alden,  founder  and  presi- 
dent of  the  International  Sunshin* 
society.  The  secretary  is  Prof.  C.  A 
Hamilton,  Superintendent  of  the 
State  School  for  the  Blind  at  Batavia 
The  treasurer  is  Mr.  F.  L.  Frost, 
a  well  known  Albany  business  man, 
who  lost  hi-5  sight  a  few  years  a^ro, 
and  who  is  also  president  of  t!:e  Al- 
tar y  Association   of   the   Blind.   Th?se 


■names  are  a  sufficient  guarantee  to 
the  people  of.  ihis  state  that  thi  .i;,fcd- 
.- - . Lion  is  f  u'nded  on  sound  oriacx- 
ple   and    has    come    to   stay. 

"The  v. ork  or  the  Federation  can- 
not be  Cb  ":ed  on  without  money.  II 
is  therefore  urged  that  you  forward 
membership  blank  and  dues  immed- 
iately; and  secure  as  many  signatures 
and  as  many  quarters  as  possible. 
Bear  in  mind  that  in  numbers  there 
is  strength  and  that  in  the  campaign 
before  the  legislature  and  the  Gover- 
nor of  1913,  a  large  organization  will 
be  as  important  as  a  large  amount  of 
money.  All  communications  should 
be  addressed  to  Prof.  C.  A.  Hamilton, 
Secretary,  School  for  the  Blind,  Ba- 
tavia,  N.  Y.  Membership  blanks  and 
coin  envelopes  may  be  secured  from 
the  secreary.  John  E.  Wyant,  Ed- 
ward A.  Tyson,  Louis  T.  Speyser, 
committee. 


THOUGH  BLIND, 
My  ED  NOT 
BE  DEPENDENT 

o 

Larger    Opportunity    for    the 
Sightless  in  the  New  Mode! 
Workshop  in  Thirty- 
fifth  Street. 


A  young  mian  with  a  strong,  virile 
body,  broad  back  and  clean,  manly  face 
walked  up  Second  avenue  and  turned 
down  East  Thirty-fifth  street.  He  was 
led  by  a  little  giri  of  seven  years,  who 
talked  cheerily  with  him  as  he  stepped 
gingerly  along,  feeling  the  curb  with  his 


cane.    He    was    blind.      And    yet    there 
was  a  happy  smile  on  his  face. 

As  he  approached  a  modern  fireproof 
building  at  No.  338  East  Thirty-fifth 
street  he  encountered  other  blind  men 
making  their  way  toward  it  and  there 
were  cheery  greetings  as  they  recog- 
nized each  other's  steps. 

The  man  led  by  his  little  girl  had  been, 
only  a  few  months  before,  in  possession 
of  his  sight.  Then  came  an  accident  in 
which  he  lost  it.  The  New  York  Asso- 
ciation for'  the  Blind  offered  him  an 
opportunity  to  learn  a  new  occupation, 
broom  making,  in  its  new  model  work- 
shop in  East  Thirty-fifth  street,  estab- 
lished by  Miss  Emily  H.  Bourne  of  New 
York  in  memory  of  her  family,  New 
Bedford  folk. 

Miss  Winnifred  Holt,  mother  of  the 
"work  for  the  blind"  movement  that  is 
going  on  in  New  York,  standing  in  the 
new  building  the  other  day,  said: 

"If  slavery  is  not  wrong  then  nothing 
is  wrong.  Blindness  without  oppor- 
tunity is  the  most  dismal  slavery.  This 
building  shall  stand  a-s  a  barrier  between 
the  blind  and  such  slavery.  A  short 
tune  ago,  before  work  for  the  adult 
blind  started,  a  blind  man  if  he  wasn't 
a  capitalist,  or  didn't  have  a  family  to 
look  after  him,  had  to  either  beg,  be 
dependent  on  charity  or  go  to  prison, 
the  poor  house,  or  the  lunatic  asylum." 

Miss  Holt  and  her  association  aim  to 
make  this  new  building  not  only  a 
place  where  the  blind  men  can  earn  a 
living  but  where  experiments  shall  be 
tried  in  new  occupations  for  them. 

The  man  with  the  groping  cane  and 
smiling  face  turned  in  xat  the  door  and 
said  goodby  to  his  guide,  who  ran 
home.  Then  he  felt  his  way  to  the  ele- 
vator and  went  up  to  the  broom  making 
room.  Here  he  was  greeted  by  another 
blind  man,  a  journeyman  broom  maker, 
who  is  teaching  him.  In  a  few  minutes 
both  were  at  work  at  a  machine  which 
stitches  the  brooms.  All  about  the  room 
were  other  men,  arranging  the  broom 
corn,  cutting  off  the  ends,  attaching  the 
corn  to  the  handles,  finishing  the 
brooms  and  turning  them  out  complete. 
In  a  few  weeks  the  new  man  will  be  an 
experiencer  worker.  The  work  done  in 
the  -factory  s  declared  to  be  above  the 
average  of  factories  where  seeing  men 
are  empfloyed  because,  as  Miss  Holt 
says,  they  know  that  to  make  their  fac- 
tory a  financial  success  they  must  turn 
out  the  best  work. 

On  the  floor  below  men  are  working 
at  caning  chairs,  and  as  they  work  they 
discuss  the  work  that  the  shop  is  doing, 
itnd  appear  to  be  happy  and  contented. 


The  work  of  collecting  the  blind  men, 
organizing  them  into  a  .band  of  workers 
and  starting  industry  among  them  be- 
gan under  Miss  Holt's  own  roof  about 
six    years    ago. 


Bay  Steite  Woman 
Provides  Shop  for  Blind 

\\  hat  is  said  to  be  the  world's 
first  modern  factory  building  for 
the  blind  has  just  been  completed 
through  the  generosity  of  Emily 
1  lowland  Bourne  of  New  Bedford. 


Located  in  Xew  York  City,  it  is  the 
beginning  of  a  series  of  such  buildings, 
all  built  along  the  same  general  lines 
and  for  the  purpose  of  educating  the 
blind  to  earn  their  own  livelihood;  It 
is  expected  that  the  next  to  be  com- 
pleted will  be  thai  to  be  built  by  Airs. 
Emma  Weston,  a  forme?-  Wellesley  girl, 
founder  of  the  Qranite  State  associa- 
tion for  the  blind,  in  Hancock.  X.  H. 

The  new  Bourne  Workshop  for  the 
Blind,  recently  dedicated  by  Mi^ 
Bourne  as  a  memorial  to  her  family, 
in  which  is  included  as  a  near  relative, 
United  States  Senator  Jonathan  Bourne 
of  Oregon,  s  native  d"  New  Bedford. 
is  expected  to  work  veritable  wonders 
in  the  way  of  educating  the  sightless. 

It  will  accommodate  150  persons.  Al- 
ready 60  broom  makers  and  chair 
capers  have  been  put  at.  work  in  it.  and 
100  more  are  expected  to  be  employed 
there    within    a    short    time. 

The  building  is  a  hue  structure,  com- 
plete In  all  its  arrangements  from  the 
roof  garden,  which  faces  the  water  on 
one  side  and  St.  Gabriel's  recreation 
park  in  the  front,  to  the  shower  baths 
in  the  basement.  There  are  two  bronze 
tablets  in  the  office  on  the  main  floor 
of  the  building.  One  bears  the  words: 
•'Erected  by  Emily  Howlarid  Bourne 
for  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind,  a  memorial  to  her  family/'  The 
other  reads:  -Except  the  Eord  keep 
the  house,  they  labor  in  vain  that 
build  it."  and  "Except  the  T>ord  keep 
the  city,  rhe  watchman  waketh  in 
vain." 


«At  the  dedicatory  exercises,  when 
.Uiss  Bourne  looked  In  upon  Die  blind 
boys  of  the  summer  basket  making 
class,  that  met.  in  one  room  of  the 
building-  while  the  structure  was  being 
completed,  they  gave  their  cheer  for 
the  charitable  New  Bedford  girl.  Led 
by  their  instructor.  O.  II.  Longcnecker. 
they    shouted    in   unison    the   class   yell: 

••Rah!      rah!      rah! 

Here    we    are. 

Light   House  Scout.  Bo 

Ha',  ha:  ha!'1 
Two  of  the  smaller  scouts,  wearing 
khaki  uniforms,  presented  Miss  Bourne, 
their  benefactress,  with  a  basket  of 
red  rosebuds.  There  was  warm  ap- 
plause during  the  afternoon  at  every 
mention  of  her  name  or  her  munificent 
gift. 

■bert  Satterlee.  ir  accepting  the 
keys  for  the  building,  neatly  para- 
phrased Dante,  remarking  that  he  be- 
lieved it  should  be  written  over  the 
door:  "All  ye  who  enter  here  leave 
hopelessness    behind." 

Miss  Winifred  Holt,  the  superinten- 
dent, told  of  the  pitiful  condition  in 
which  many  of  the  blind  who  had 
been  rescued  had  been  found,  and  of 
their  great  appreciation  of  a.  cheerful 
place  to  work.  After  speaking  of  the 
benefit  of  the  new  plant,  ami  of  what 
must,    be     done,     slip     said: 

"We  are  thankful  that  great  gener- 
osity lias  given  us  this  land  and  this 
building  free  from  del**-,  but  our  Light 
House,  the  heart  of  the  work,  of 
which  this  is  the  right  arm,  is  heavily 
mortgaged.  and  money  is  sorely 
needed  for  the  building  and  for  run- 
ning expenses— for  $40,000  for  the  mort- 
gage. $20,000  for  the  building  and  $60,000 
for  the  running  expenses  of  all  our 
activities.  We  trust  Miss  Bourne's 
luminous  example  wirf  touch  some 
friend  to  help  us.  as  she  has,  where 
help  is  so  much  needed  and  produc- 
great  good  of  untold  re- 
lief   and    happiness." 
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FAIR  TO  AID  THE  BLIND. 


Industrial   Home  to  Be   Benefited  h~; 
Bazar. 

The  annual  fair  of  the  Industrial  Honif 
for  the  Blind  will  be  held  next  Wednes- 
day and  Thursday  afternoons  and  even- 
ings, in  the  institution  at  512-522  Gates 
avenue.  It  will  be  conducted  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Ladies'  Auxiliary  of  the 
home.  One  of  the  features  will  be  useful 
and  handy  articles  made  by  the  blinc 
workers.  Superintendent  E.  P.  Morford, 
who  is  himself  'blind,  reports  that  so  fai 
the  coming  fair  promises  to  be  very  suc- 
cessful. 

The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind  is 
now  in  its  seventeenth  year,  and  has  doiK 
e  vast  amount  of  good.  It  was  started  in 
1893  through  the  activities  of  Superin- 
tendent Morford,  who  twenty-eight  yearn 
ago,  on  his  way  to  his  home,  was  acci- 
dentally shot  with  a  blank  cartridge 
fired  from  a  pistol  in  the  hands  of  a  boy 
playing  "Indian."  Blindness  resulted. 
With  the  means  he  then  had  he  inter- 
ested himself  in  the  lives  of  the  unfor- 
tunates stricken  like  himself. 

There  are  at  present  forty-five  blind 
men  who  are  provided  with  steady  em- 
ployment in  this  home.  The  institution 
pays  their  salaries  nut  of  the  proceeds 
from  the  sale  of  the  goods  the  men  pro- 
duce. 

The  fair  will  be  in  charge  of  the  fol- 
lowing women:  Fancy  table,  Mrs.  Ed- 
win E.  Moore  and  Mrs.  M.  Braun;  apron 
table,  Mrs.  Albert  C.  Fuchs,  assisted  by 
Mrs.  John  Bonnet,  Miss  M.  Baun,  Miss  A. 
Mason  and  Mrs.  L.  Missen;  grocery  table, 
Mrs.  John  G:  JenkifiS.'ase'sted  by  Mrs.  W. 
J.  Wheeler  and  Mrs.  A.  M.  Fleming;  candy 
table,  Mrs.  George  W'orthington.  The 
broom  booth  at  which  there  will  be  of-j 
fered   for   salo   the  broom-;   and   calendar'.*! 


made  by  the  inmates,  will  be  looked  after 
by  Mrs.  E.  P.  Morford  and  Mrs.  L.  Davis. 
The  dinner  is  to  he  a  feature.  Mrs. 
R.  Dwight  Ellis  will  be  •  in  charge,  as- 
sisted by  Mrs.  W.  D.  Mcurlin,  Miss  I. 
Fuchs,  Mrs.  D.  Stewart,  M:ss  B.  Cham- 
bers, Miss  E.  M-  Johnstone,  Miss  Kath- 
erine   S  ».   Miss   Ma- 

bel   Foster,    Miss     Kathcrine     Motheisell 
?,nd  Miss  Dorothy  Curtain.  i 
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HIE  FOR  BUND 
11  JHIS  WEEK 

To  Be  Held  Wednesday 
and  Thursday* 


The  annual  fair  of  the  Industrial  Homo 
for  the  Blind  will  he  held  next  WedneR 
day  and  Thursday  afternoon  and  evening 
in  the  institution  at  Xos.  512-22  Gates 
avenue.  It  will  he  Conducted  under  the 
auspices  of  the  ladies'  auxiliary  of  the 
home.  One  of  the  many  features  will 
he  a  large  numher  of  useful  and  handy 
articles  made  by  the  blind  workers  widen 
will  be  offered  for  sale.  Superintendent. 
E.  P.  Morford,  who  is  himrclf  blind,  re- 
ports that  the  coming  fair  promises  to 
be  the  most  successful  ever  held  for  the 
benefit  of  this*  institution. 

The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind  h 
now  in  its  seventeenth  year.  It  has  done 
fl  vast  amount  of  good  in  Brooklyn  for 
the  unfortunates  who  have  been  deprived 
of  the  use  of  their  sight.  It  was  started 
in  1S93  through  the  activities  of  Super- 
intendent Morford,  who.  twenty-eight 
years  ago,  while  on  his  way  to  his  fash- 
ionable home,  was  accidentally  shot  by 
a  blank  cartridge  pistol  in  the  hands  of 
a  boy  playing  Indians.  Blindness  re- 
sulted. As  a  result,  the  blind  men  of 
Brooklyn  are  pretty  well  off,  considering 
everything.  Score's  of  generous  Brook- 
lynites  contribute  their  efforts  and  money 
to  the  support  of  the  institution. 

There  are  at  present  forty-five  blind 
men  who  are  provided  with  steady  em- 
ployment in  this  home.  The  institution 
provides    about   the   only   means  for   the 


men  to  earn  a  livelihood.  They  work 
hard  dav  after  day,  uncomplainingly  and 
with  a  remarkable  devotion  to  their  task. 
The  institution  pays  them  salaries  out 
of  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  ar- 
ticles the  men  produce. 


When  the  home  was  organized  in  1893, 
quarters  were  obtained  in  a  double  frame 
house  containing  twenty-two  rooms  at 
Xo.  96  Lexington  avenue.  It  was  located 
there  for  six  years.  From  the  start  the 
need  of  an  institution  of  this  kind  was 
apparent,  and  in  1898,  the  present  site  on 
Gates  avenue  was  purchased  and  the 
present  building  erected.  There  are  two 
buildings.  One  is  used  as  a  factory. 
where  the  blind  are  employed  in  making 
brooms,  caning  chairs,  mattresses,  toys, 
hammocks,  chairs  and  tuning  pianos,  an  J 
the  other   large  building  is   the  home. 

Besides  the  articles  made  by  the  in- 
mates i  f  the  home,  there  will  alsv  he 
for  sale  groceries,  dry  goods,  home-ma  do 
candies,  ice  cream  ami  lemonade.  Many 
fancy  and  useful  articles  will  also  be 
disposed  of. 

The  fancy  table  will  be  in  charge  of 
Mrs.  Edwin  E.  Moore  and  Mrs.  M. 
Braun.  The  apron  table  will  be  under 
the  supervision  of  Mrs.  Albert*  ( '. 
Fuehs.  She  will  be  assisted  by  Mrs. 
John  Bdhnel:,  Miss  M.  Braun.  Miss  A. 
Mason  and  Mrs.  L.  Missen.  The  grocery 
table  will  be  in  charge  of  Mrs.  John  G. 
Jenkins.  She  will  be  assisted  by  Mrs. 
W.  J.  Wheeler  and  Mrs.  A.  M.  Fleming. 
The  candy  table  will  be  in  charge  of 
Mrs.  George  Worthington.  The  broom 
booth,  at  which  ther.e  will  be  offered  for 
sale  the  brooms  and  calendars  made  by 
the  inmates,  will  be  looked  after  by  Mrs. 
E.   P.  Morford  and   Mrs.   L.   Davis. 

Those  who  are  fond  i  f  gastronomic 
treats  will  find  an  exceptionally  appetiz- 
ing one  at  the  fair  in  the  form  of  a  New 
England  dinner,  consisting  of  turkey, 
cranberries  and  the  other  luxuries  of  the 
Thanksgiving  season.  The  dinner  is  to 
be  one  of  the  features  of  the  occasion. 
Mrs.  P.  Dwight  Ellis,  who  will  be  in 
charge  of  the  dinner,  will  "be  assisted  bv 
Mrs.  W.  D.  Meurlin.  Miss  I.  Fuohs,  Mrs. 
D.  Stewart.  Miss  B.  Chambers,  Miss  E. 
M.  Johnstone.  Miss  Katherine  Staford, 
Miss  Ruth  Ellis.  Miss  Mabel  Foster. 
Miss  Katherine  Mothesell  and  Miss 
Dorothy  Cnrtain. 
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^HOME  OF  BLINDj^lk 

Proceeds  to  Be  Devoted  to  Most  De 
serving  Cause. 

Preparations  are  complete  for  the  an 
nual  fair  of  the  Industrial  Home  for  th 
Blind     that    opens    this    evening    at 


r  tin 
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Home,  312  Gates  avenue,  under  the 
pices  of  the  institution/  The  proceedj 
•will  he  devoted  to  the  fund  of  the  in- 
stitution, which  is  doing  a  most  com- 
mendable work  in  providing  employment 
and  a  means  of  livelihood  to  many,  blind 
persons  in  Brooklyn.  A  fine  entertain- 
ment has  been  provided  for  (he  '.'air. 
which  will' continue  to-morrow  afternoon 
and  evening.  In  charge  of  tine  Various 
booths  will  be:  Fancy,  Mr?.  Edwin  E. 
Moore,  Mrs.  M.«  Braun;  apron,  Mrs.  Al- 
bert Fuchs,  Mrs.  John  Bonnet,  Miss  M. 
Bami  and  Mrs.-  L.  Ntssea,  _.^_.^_. 
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MEN'S  FMR 
STARTS  OFF  WELL 


Thm  annual  fair  in  aid  of  tbe  Tn- 
dusfljLl     Home     for     the     gjltti     "U* 

home,  512  Gates  avenue.  The  fair 
was  continued  in  the  evening  and  it 
will   end   to-night. 

The  opening  ceremonies  were  brief 
and  as  soon  as  they  were  over  the 
sale  of  useful  goods  and  articles  of 
an  artistic  nature  was  commenced. 
The  attendance  last  evening  was  good 
and  the  booths  were  liberally  patron- 
ized. 


The  rooms  and  booths  devoted  f< 
the  purpose  were  prettily  decorated 
the  decorations  being  the  work  of  tin 
ladies'  auxiliary  of  the-  institution 
which  is  managing  the  fair. 

The  display  of  things  to  be  sob 
included  articles  of  a  useful  and  orna 
mental  nature,  made  by  the  forty-flv 
sightless  inmates  of  the  home.  Som 
of  the  latter  were  in  the  fair  rooir 
last  evening  unci,  apparently,  too 
much  pleasure  in  the  function  Th< 
explained  their  working  methods  1 
interested  patrons  of  the  fair. 

Supt.  E.  P.  Morford,  who  Is  blln 
moved  about  from  place  to  pla< 
taking  as  active  an  interest  In  wh 
\va*  going  on  as  if  he  were  st 
blessed  with  sight.  Mr.  Morford  w; 
especially  interested  in  the  disph 
of  goods  made  in  the  horn*. 
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CENSUS  WILL  BE  TAKEN 
OF  BLIND  IN  SYRACUSE 


fc 


t  Step  Decided   Upon  to  Aid  Afflicted   Persons   Here — In- 
struction  in   Trades  Another  Part  of  Pro- 
gramme of  Local  Committee, 

Beginning  with  a  census  of  all  the  blind 
residents  in  this  city,  the  Syracuse  com- 
mittee of  the  New  York  State  Associa- 
tion of  the  Blind  will  conduct  an  active 
campaign  for  the  improvement  and  en- 
tertainment of  these  afflicted  persons. 

This  action  was  decided  upon  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  committee  at  the  Associated 
Charities  rooms  yesterday  afternoon,  pre- 
sided over  by  President  C.  S.  Estabrook. 
It  is  believed  that  there  are  between  100 
and  150  sightless  residents  in  this  city,  but 
in  order  that  the  field  may  be  properly 
covered  census  takers  will  secure  the 
names  and  history  of  every  one. 

At  the  same  time  the  committee  will 
endeavor  to  raise  funds  with  which  to  in- 
struct them  in  trades  and  other  things, 
as  well  as  provide  entertainment.  Where 
it  is  found  that  blind  persons  are  in  un- 
comfortable circumstances  they  will  be 
given    assistance.      The    members    started 


the  work  by  subscribing  to  the  fund  them- 
selves and  a  canvass  for  contributions 
will  be  made. 

While  plans  for  instruction  have  not 
been  definitely  formed,  it  will  probably  be 
accomplished  through  the  co-operation  of 
the  blind  persons  themselves.  Many  have 
already  learned  trades,  while  others  are 
expert  at  certain  kinds  of  handiwork.  It 
is  believed  that  the  more  fortunate  ones 
can  be  peisuaded  to  help  in  the  education 
of  tI*o  others,  and  toward  this  end  the 
committee  will  work. 

A  resolution  indorsing  the  protest  of 
the  Blind  Mens  Improvement  Club  of  New 
York  against  the  recent  order  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  to  the  effect  that 
blind  passengers  will  not  be  allowed  to 
ride  on  the  trains  unless  accompanied  by 
9  guide,  was  unanimously  adopted. 
Copies  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  and  the  officials 
of  the  railroad  company. 

W.  I.  Scandlin,  agent  of  the  association., 
addressed  the  committee  on  the  unjust 
phases  of  the  rule  and  urged  that  the 
committee  take  up  the  cause  of  the  club. 

A.  W,  Olver  was  elected  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  committee  and  the  fol- 
lowing Executive  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed: Rev.  John  H.  Applebee.  Miss 
Jessie  B.  Kennedy  and  J.  J.  Murphy,  thA 
latter  two  members  being  blind.  £ 


Br-ocsK-toyys,    Wa,SS.,    U  uwx  e^S 


OFFENDING    THE    BLIND 

The  Blind  Men's  Improvement  club 
of  New  York,  incensed  at  a  big"  rail: 
road's   proposed   new   ruling   that  the 
blind  will  not  be  allowed  to  ride  un- 
less    accompanied     by     guides,     has 
passed  resolutions  of   protest,   declar- 
ing the  regulation  would  be  unfair  dis- 
crimination ana  a  great  hardship.     A 
blind,  person's   travel  expenses  would 
be  doubled,  the  resuVo/uQ^  "JiwM 
and    his    independence   hampered.      It 
is   easy   to   understand   the   railroad's 
purpose    in   proposing   such     a     rule, 
which  is  only  precaution  against  acci- 
dent, but  the  blind  have  the  strongest 
side   of  the   argument.     They   do   not 
travel   a    great    deal,     and      mishaps 
among  them  probably  are  proportion- 
ately as  few  as  among  people  who  are 
more  capable  of  taking  care  of  them- 
selves but  less  cautious.     One  seldom 
hears  of  a  blind  person  being  injured 
through    his    own    negligence.      Their 
affliction  makes  the  blind  cautious,  and 
they  take  great  pride  in  their  self-reli- 
ance.    In  the  case  of  a  railroad  jour- 
ney,   which    is    no    more    complicated 
than   other   ordinary   undertakings,   it 
seems  as  though  the  road  could  and 
should   supply   whatever   is  necessary 
in  the   way   of  guidance  to  the  blind 
without  placing  an  added  burden  upon 
the   irfefo/tunate  traveler.  ^^ 
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Blind  Need  No  Guides,  Miss  Holt 
Dictates  to  Blind  Stenographer 


A-bLIND    bAR&Ef?    WHO. GOES    ABOUT 
UNAIDED 


Mi«5^    WINIFRED 
HOLT 


Founder  of  New  York  Association  Tells  of  Sightless  Barber 

and -Others,  Including  Census  Taker,  Whose  Liberty 

Is  Curtailed  by  Railroad's  New  Rule. 


The  blind  man  who  travels  upon  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  must  have  a 
guide. 

"I  would  like  to  prevent  the  enforce- 
ment of  such  an  order,"  said  Miss  Wini- 
fred Holt  yesterday.  Miss  Holt,  sculp- 
tor, daughter  of  Henry  Holt,  the  pub- 
lisher, is  the  founder  and  secretary  of 
the  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind. 

"Blind  men  should  be  free  to  go 
about,"  she  continued.  "They  need  no 
further  restriction." 

Miss  Holt  stood  near  her  blind  ste- 
nographer in  the  secretary's  office  of 
the  Lighthouse,  No.  118  East  Fifty- 
ninth  street.  Wj  I.  Scandlin,  president 
of  the  Blind  Men's  Improvement  Club, 
was  there.  The  blind  girl,  seated  her- 
self before  a  stenographic  machine, 
taking  the  interview  in  raised  short 
hand  characters  on  a  strip  of  paper 
which  unrolled  after  the  manner  of  a 
stock  ticker.  She  had  no  difficulty  in 
keeping  pace  with   the  dictation. 

"The  action  taken  by  the  Blind  Men's 
Improvement  Club,"  said  Miss  Holt,  "in 
adopting  resolutions  of  protest  against 
the  order  of  the  Pennsylvania  quite  in- 
dependently of  this  association,  we  feel, 
voices  the  sentiment  of  all  progressive 
workers  of  the  blind. 

"The  rule  of  the  railway  company 
would  hamper  many  of  the  best  and 
most  industrious  blind  men  in  their 
search  for  self-support.  We  have  listed 
at  this  Lighthouse  agents  for  coffee  and 
tea,  for  stationary  and  other  articles. 
There  are  a  great  many  blind  men  who 
daily  travel  in  pursuit  of  business. 
Blind  Man  Takes  Census. 

"The  blind  census  of  the  States  of 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  New  Jer- 
sey was  taken  by  Mr.  Delflno,  the  field 
agent  for  the  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Blind  at  Overbrook.  He  is  total- 
ly blind,  as  well  as  one  arnied,  but  he 
thoroughly  canvassed  those  States 
without  the  historic  accompaniment  of 
a  dog  or  even  a  stick.  The  carrying  out 
of  the  new  order  would  have  made  it 
utterly  impossible  for  him  to  accom- 
plish what  he  has  done." 

Miss  Holt  ceased  her  dictation  to 
enter  into  a  general  discussion  of  the 
ruling,  while  the  blind  girl  in  a  few 
moments  transcribed  the  three  para- 
graphs upon  a  typewriter.  The  girl 
handed  the  copy  to  Miss  Holt  presently. 
It  was  correct  to  the  last  comma. 


"It  is  not  fair  to  the  blind  man  to  say 
he  shall  not  go  about  as  others  do,"  Miss 
Holt  continued.  "He  overcomes  his  afflic- 
tion by  the  work  of  years  only  to.  find 
that  others  gifted  with  sight  have  taken 
away  the  liberty  he  has  earned.  He  be- 
comes self-reliant,  and  with  the  use  of  a 
stick  can  go  anywhere  in  the  world  with- 
out inconvenience  to  others  or  to  himself. 
His  constant  concentration  while  In  the 
street  or  in  public  places  causes  him  to 
run  no  risk,  and  he  is  more  careful  to 
avoid   accident  than   those  with  sight. 

"The  new  order  has  its  humiliating 
aspect  as  well.  No  blind  man  about  to  go 
to  Philadelphia  enjoys  the  necessity  of 
employing  a  guide  who  is  scarcely  more 
capable  than  himself  to  make  the  journey. 
Majority   of    Blind    Are   Poor. 

"It  must  be  remembered  also  that  the 
majority  of  the  blind  are  poor.  It  was 
poverty  which  caused  their  blindness, 
through  long  hours  in  shops  at  labor  which 
strained  their  eyes  or  through  illness 
which  they  were  unable  to  remedy  because 
they  lacked  sufficient  money. 

"These  poor  persons,  who  do  not  wish  to 
be  dependents  of  the  State  and  who  can 
earn  a  sufficient,  if  modest,  income,  with- 
out assistance,  will  not  be  able  to  pay  the 
passage  of  a  guide  from  place  to  place.  It 
would  mean  travelling  expenses  for  two 
persons,  board,  room  and  fare.  The  cost 
o?  travel  would  become  prohibitive. 

"If  the  action  of  the  Pennsylvania  is 
allowed  to  stand  it  will  mean  that  other 
public  carriers  will  adopt  similar  orders.  It 
would  extend  to  all  railroads  and  then  the 
street  car  lines  of  our  cities.  Such  a  measure 
would  make  the  blind  man  far  more  help- 
less than  he  was  made  by  loss  of  sight.  I 
know  men  in  many  occupations  within  this! 
city  who  daily  come  and  go  about  their) 
business  without  the  aid  of  any  one.  To 
restrict  their  well  earned  liberty  would  be 
similar  to  imprisonment  of  innocent  men. 

"There  is  a  barber  at  the  Brooklyn  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind.  There  is  an  upholsterer 
who  lives  near  here.  There  is  Mr.  Scandlin, 
who  recently  returned  from  a  tour  of  this 
State  as  field  agent  for  the  association. 
These  men,  who  need  no  assistance,  are 
but  a  few  of  the  independent  blind  men  I 
have  known. 

"Life  is  no  easier  for  the  blind  man  than 
it  is  for  others."  said  Miss  Holt.  "It  would 
b.3  most  unjust  to  make  it  harder." 
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To  Brighten  Tragic  Lives 
Cash     Gift     for     Afflicted 


TYPES  OF  SIGHTLESS  UNFORTUNATES  WHO  WILL 
SHARE  IN  CITY'S  DISTRIBUTION  OF  MONEY  THIS  WEEK. 


Dentin/   f!haritip<?   Com     F-»rror+« 


BLIND  POOR  WILL 
BET  BOUNTY  FHOM 

BENEVOLENT  CM 

Charities  Department  to  Give  $49 

to  Each  of  540  Sightless  an<; 

Needy  Unfortunates. 

"PAYING    OFF"    IS    PATHETIQ 

Some  Pitiful  Cases  and  Some  Od<| 

Ones  Come   Before   Notice 

of  Officials. 


Before  the  end  of  the  week.  o4<l 
blind  persons  of  Brooklyn  will  hav4 
been  paid  $49  apiece.  It  is  the  city* 
annual  distribution  to  the  unforitu*, 
nates  whose  cases  come  under  ?th4l 
supervision  of  the  Department  oti 
Charities. 

More  stories  of  suffering-  were  htear4 
this  year  than  ever  'before.  Last;  Fall 
there  were  326  beneficiaries,  but  feverfi 
time  a   few  added  ones  are  recorded. 

The  total  award  will  he  $20^460  itg 
this  borough.  Had  there  bee-ti  fewer 
applicants  entitled  to  the  relief,  eacfc* 
would  have  received  a  larger  sharai 
than  is  possible  under  the  present  cir« 
cumstan-ces. 

In  the  whole  city  $75,000  will  b« 
given  out  to  the  blind  before  Christ- 
mas Day.  The  distribution  here  will 
be  under  the  direction  of  Deputy 
Charities  Commissioner  Thomas  Louis 
Fogarty.  the  noted  Brooklyn  surgeon- 
The  official's  offices  are  at  Schermer- 
horn  and  Nevins  streets. 

As  in  the  past,  the  poor  sightless 
persons  who  are  lucky  enough  to  re- 
ceive a  formal  notice  from  the  Comp- 
troller, will  be  escorted  to  the  Chan- 
ties    Bureau     by     relatives     or    friends 


and  handed  the  money  the  munici- 
pality sets  aside  so  they  can  be  pro- 
vided with  food  and  clothes  for  at 
least   part   of  the   year. 

It  is  a  pathetic  spectacle,  this  Ions 
line  of  unseeing- — a  sight  that  tugs  at 
the  heartstrings  of  those  who  witness 
the  paying-off. 

Their  Plight  Heartrending. 

Only  a.  Dickens  could  give  full  .iua- 
tice  to  the  tales  of  sorrow  the  blind 
of  all  ages  tell  to  the  representatives 
of  the  city.  And  nine  out  of  ten  firmly 
believe  the  time  will  come  when  they 
will   be    cured. 

Only  the  totally  blind  profit  by  t  hi* 
feature  of  the  city's  charitable  sys-* 
tem.  There  were  many  other  case* 
reported  to  the  deputy  commissioner, 
that  were  turned  down  because  thai 
people  were  not  absolutely  devoid  o 
sight.  Only  individuals  in  dire  nee 
who  have  refused  to  go  to  institution^ 
will  be  gladdened  by  an  invitation  td| 
call  for  the  small  but  necessary  fundi 
placed    at    their    disposal. 

About  the  most  interesting  case  thaal 
confronts  the  department  is  that  od| 
Kate  Lola,  who  lives  at  No.  434  Libert?* 
avenue.  She  came  to  Brooklyn  frornlj 
Boston  ten  years  ago,  and  has  reached* 
the  age  of  thirty.  The  young  woman** 
has  no  relatives.  For  nine  years  shjaj 
has  been  a  recipient  of  an  annua* 
bounty  from  the  city. 

Investigation  by  the  aides  of  Deputjh 
Commissioner  Fogarty  have  revealed 
the  fact  that  she  has  been  bedriddeai 
for  many  years.  Besides  being  sights 
less,  she  is  feeble-minded. 

The  most  remarkable  aspect  of  t 
case,  however,  is  the  care  that  is  bein 
taken  of  her  by  Italian  people,  who  be 
lieve.  by  so  doing  they  will  not  on 
receive  spiritual  blessing,  but  that 
some  other  good  fortune  awaits  the 
as  a  material  reward. 

Pray  for  Sightless  Woman. 

Kate  Lola  lives  in  a  dark  room* 
where  an  altar  has  been  erected.  Be^t 
fore  this  a  lamp  is  constantly  burn*, 
ing.  Prayers  are  daily  said  for  heaf 
by  the  woman  and  the  man  who  hav« 
assumed  the  responsibility  of  caring 
fov  her.  They  believe  that  becausaft 
they  look  after  the  unfortunate  Katef, 
despite  their  own  little  means,  "thaj* 
good  Lord  will  bring  luck  to  us,  if  w«r 
keep  her  with  us." 

Most  T>f  those  who  apply  for  help 
are  more,  than  sixty  years  old.  Sev- 
eral are  in  the  eighties.  There  used 
to  be  a  half  dozen  who  1  ,^d  attained 
the  age  of  niri,  but  {•  lM£  two  Jiasm- 
died  within   th.         st  eig      £*n    months 


Of  "those  \*flb  will  be  Iven  assist- 
ance this  wtfit  are  29.r  .■amen.  The 
youngest   of   the   lot,   in  the* 

one  twenty-one  years  old,  is  Hilda 
Thulin.  of  Corona  and  Junction  ;i>f- 
nues,  Elm  hurst,  who  lost  her  sight 
recently    through   an   operation. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  cases  is 
that  of  Harry  Oster,  of  No.  1845  Broad- 
jway.  who  has  been  receiving  a  gift  of 
j  about  $50  for  the  past  nine  years.  He 
lis,  perhaps,  the  biggest  man  in  Brook- 
lyn. He  often  comes  downtown  in  the 
company  of  his  wife,  who  weighs 
about  ninety-five  pounds.  He  tips  The 
scales  at   about  3G0. 

One  blind  woman  and  her  daughter 
are  making  a  precarious  living  by  sell- 
ing tea  and  coffee.  How  they  manage 
to  get  around  is  a  mystery,  but  they 
have  been  doing  it  for  years.  They 
are  Ann  Povey,  seventy -three  years 
,old,  and  Elizabeth  Povey,  thirty- four, 
of  Xo.    1662  Linden   street. 

Has  Never  Seen  Daylight. 

One  o/  the  saddest  cases  is  "that  of 
Henry  Pumjea.  who  lives  .at  Xo.  458 
Vanderbilt  avenue.  He  is  sixty-two 
years  old  and  has  never  seen  the  light. 

Margaret  Dillion,  of  No.  54  South 
Sixth  street,  has  been  confined  to  her 
bed  for  the  past  two  years.  Cataracts 
are  responsible  for  her  condition.  Sha 
is  living  with  her  daughter,  whoftt 
husband  is  also  blind. 

•Cataracts  caused  the  blindness,  too, 
of  Abby  Evans,  of  No.  67  Wyckoff  ave- 
nue. She  has  reached  the  age  of 
ninety-one.  The  same  reason  is  as- 
signed in  the  application  of  Joseph 
i/cruy,  of  Xo.  170  Throop  avenue,  who 
is  eighty -four.  Still  another  pitiful 
case  is  that  of  William  A>  Lowns,  of 
706  Park  avenue,  who  was  born  in  the 
same  year  as  Beroy.  Lowns  is  a  col- 
lege srrpduate  and  was  at  one  time 
©yOBperous. 

Lucinda  Maybor,  ninety  and  colored, 
lives  at  No.  214  South  Prince  street, 
Flushing,  in  a  small  house  the  Gov- 
ernment gave  her  in  recognition  of 
her  husband's  services  in  the  army. 
She  rents  out  part  of  the  place  for  $12 
a  month  and  makes  a  meagre  living 
by  selling  "Lucinda's  Clam  Chowder." 
She  has  been  helped  by  the  city  for 
five  years. 

Mary  O'Shaunnessy.  sixty-five  years 
old,  who  lives  in  a  shanty  at  Crown 
street  and  Washington  avenue,  lost 
her  sight  a  few  days  after  a  mosquitoe 
bit  her  on  the  lid  of  one  eye.  Poison- 
ing set  in.  This  is  the  only  case  of  its 
kind  ever  reported  to  Brooklyn  phy- 
sicians, it  is  said. 

Eighty-six-year-old  Elizabeth  Reese, 
of  Xo.  149  Stagg  street,  lost  her  sight 
after  an  attack  of  paralysis. 


Alfred  Van  Sant,  sixty-three,  of  No. 
i  12  Marion  street,  has  been  getting  a 
little  from  the  city  for  the  past  twelve 
years,  but  it  does  not  require  money 
to  make  Van  Sant  happy.  He  always 
ll(  and  in  the  Department 
Oi.,     harities   is   refo    -ed   to    as   "Happy 

Van  Sant,  or  Elm  street  and 
Atlantic'  avenue.  Richmond  Hill,  who 
is  forty-eight,^  has  received  his  mite 
for  five  years."  Constant  working  un- 
der electric  lights   ruined   his  sight. 

Others  on  the  list  are  Rose  Barrett, 
eighty-five,  of  No.  2114'  Jamaica  ave- 
nue; Martha  A.  Brown,  eighty-eight, 
of  No.  472  Adelphi  street,  a  first- 
timer;  George  H.  Kelly,  eighty-four,  of 
Caurch  avenue,  who  has  come  for  four 
years;  Fred  Lindemann,  sixtyfo 
No.  305  Wyckoff  avenue,  who  gotyois- 
on  in  his  eyes;  Ellen  Meloson,  ei'- 
two,  of  69  Clinton  avenue,  who 
will  come  for  the  twelfth  time;  Ethel 
Morsden,  twenty-two,  of  No.  1173  East 
Ninety-sixth  street,  on  whose  eyes  a 
tumor  has  grown;  Johann  Neinhan, 
eighty-three,  of  438  Railroad  avenue, 
who  will  for  the  first  time  share  in  the 
distribution;  Julia  Schluster,  eighty- 
eight,  of  No.  175  Wyckoff  avenue,  a- 
victim  of  glaucoma;  Arthur  N.  Thomp- 
son, sixty-six,  of  1126  Emerald  street, 
Woodhaven;  George  W.  Webb,  eighty, 
of  No.  101  North  Oxford  street,  who 
became  blind  after  getting  a  cold  in 
the  eyes,  and  Louis  Zweierzchowski, 
forty-eight,  of  No.  146  North  Ninth 
street. 

This  year  a  new  law,  introduced  at 
Albany  by  Senator  Barth  S.  Cronin,  fol- 
lowing out  the  ideas  of  Deputy  Com- 
missioner Fcgarty,  goes  into  effect. 
Thy  funeral  expenses  of  the  blind  on 
his    books  will   be  paid. 

This  is  regarded  by  those  interested 
in  benevolent  activity  as  one  of  the 
most  worthy  amendments  to  the  stat- 
utes. Under  this  provision  the  funeral 
bills  of  two  will  be  paid  on  November 
15;  Antonio  Rubino,  sixty-two,  of  No. 
580  Sixth  avenue,  who  died  October  16, 
and  Mary  E.  Smith,  of  No.  142  St. 
Mark's   place,   who    expired   October   28. 

Last  year's  distribution  was  on 
October  16.  The  time  depnds  upon  the 
period  of  time  It  takes  the  Deputy 
Commissioner  to  inquire  into  each  cas 
filed. 
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PAID  OFF  TO-DAY. 
IN  MISERY  LANE 


Line,  Old  and  Young,  White 
and  Black,  of  Many  Nation- 
alities Receives  Annual  Gift 
of  $49  Each. 


Five  hundred  and  forty-eight  poor, 
sightless  men  and  Women  slowly 
wended  their  way  to-day  through 
"Misery  Lane*'  in  their  annual  pilgrim- 
to  the  office  of  the  Department  of 
Charities  at  the  foot  of  East  "Twenty- 
sixth  street,  to  receive  their  annual 
gift  of  cash  from  the  state. 

'•.Misery  Lane,"  that  thoroughfare  in 
East  Twenty-sixth  street,  between 
First  avenue  and  the  East  river. 
through  which  the  unfortunate  pass  on 
their  journey  to  the  alms  house,  peni- 
tentiary, City  Hospital,  workhouse  and 
6theV  institutions,  presented  a  different 
'  appearance    to-day. 

On  the' faces  of  the  long  line  of  blind 
were  smiles.  Each  was  to  receive  $49, 
this  beijig  the  apportionment  of  the 
#0-5,000   sot.   aside  for  this   purpose. 

In  the  line,  which  reached  from  the 
Charities  Department  office  at  the  foot 
of  the  street  to  First  avenue,  were  old 
and  young,  white  and  black,  and 
representatives  of  many  nations  and 
ci  eeds. 

Husbands  were  led  by  wives,  and 
wives  guided  by  husband*;  parents  in 
the.  care  of  children,  and  others  who 
stowly  felt  theif  own  way  along.  Some 


: 


dt   Ihom   have  been  making  the  annual 
pilgrimage   .since    1st."),    when   the   ac 
was  passed.     Many  of  those;  who  wer 
in  the  line  last  year  have  passed  away 
iiit:  others  were  in  their  placi 

As  e;ieli  oi'  the  sightless  pensioners 
\v;ts  handed  forty-nine  crisp  bills  they 
„:iv<  their  blessings  ajftd  thanks  to  Au- 
Xhorne,  superintendent  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  Dependent  Adults  of  the  Char- 
ities Department,  who  had  chars 
ih-e  distribution  of  the  fund. 

First  in  line  was  Sarah  Cohen  c 
:u:>  Fast  120th  street,  who  had  heea 
brought  downtown  early  this  morning. 
Soon  after  Surah  came  Joseph  Abdul 
Salon,  sixty-tive  years  old.  an  Algerian, 
of  2i2  East  Forty-fourth  street.  He  is 
a  veteran  of  the  Franco-Prussian  War, 
having  fought  through  several  cam- 
paigns with  the-  French,  arma 

Max  Berer  of  266  Stanton  street 
w,:is  brought  to  the  Charities  Depart- 
ment office  by  his  six-year-old  daughter 
Pauline.  He  said  that  his  eyes  became 
affected  several  years  ago,  and  that 
after  being  treated  by  several  physi- 
cians lie  became  totally  blind. 

Then  came  Joseph  Williams,  an  aged 
negro  veteran  of  the  civil  war.  who 
fought  through  many  engagements  with 
the  Fourteenth  Artillery  of  Rhode  Isl- 
and, and  became  blind  through  ex- 
,|iosu/v  in  the  li"!ii  in  Texas  after  the 
wan  lie  is  tiow  eighty-four  years  old, 
and   lives  ai    1760  Third  avenue. 

.lames  Curtis  and  his  wife.  Margaret 
Curtis,  both  blind,  came  from  their 
home  yt  341    Fast  Fighty-rifth  street. 

It  look  about  two  and  one-half  hours 
to  pay  off  the  l.'ne.  •  ^ 
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TO  CfTY'ff  BLIND 


Charities  Department  Pays 
$49  Each  to  548  Poor  and 
Sightless  Men  and  Women. 


Five  hundred  and  forty-eight  poor 
sightless  men  and  women  slowly 
wended  their  way  this  morning 
through  "Misery  Lane"  in  their  an- 
nual pilgrimage  to  the  office  of  the 
Department  of  Charities,  at  the  foot 
of  East  Twenty-sixth  street,  to  re- 
ceive their  annual  gift  of  cash  from 
the  state. 

"Misery  Lane,"  the  extreme  end  of 
East  Twenty-sixth  street,  through 
which  all  inmates  of  the  Almshouse, 
Penitentiary.  City  Hospital.  Work- 
house and  other  institutions  have  to 
lta^s,  was  anything  but  a  place  of 
misery  to-day.  On  the  faces  of  the 
long  line  of  blind  were  smiles,  for 
they  were  about  to  receive  ?49  in  cash 
.  this  being  the  apportionment  of 
tile  $55,000  appropriation. 

In  the  line  were  old  and  young, 
white  and  black,  and  representatives 
of  many  nations.  There  were  hus- 
bands led  by  wives,  wives  guided  by 
husbands,  and  parents  in  the  care  of 
.hildren.  Some  have  been  making 
the  annual  pilgrimage  since  1875 
when  the  act  was  passed.. 


The  money  was  paid  out  under  the 
supervision  of  Deputy  Commissioner  of 
Charities  Dr.  Thomas  L.  Fogarty,  as- 
sisted by  Willaim  J.  Potter,  deputy  pay- 
master, and  George  Birkett.  Officer 
Rowan  kept  the  line  in  order.  It  will 
be  late  In  the  day  before  the  last  one  is 
pair!  off. 

Last  year  the  sum  received  by  each 
blind  person  was  .*50.  The  sum  appro- 
priated by  the  city  is  divided  among  the 
'number  of  blind.  Each  person  must  be 
totally  blind  to  be  entitled  to  the  bounty. 
Each  ease  is  investigated  by  Mr.  Potter 
before  it  is  passed  for  payment  and  only 
the   needy   receive  the   money. 

There  is  a  proposal  now  before  the  city 
to  make  the  payment  twice  instead  of 
once  a  year.  Two  applicants  for  the 
bounty   died  before  the  day  of  payment. 

Some  touching  cases  were  noticeable  in 
the  line  of  blhn^pensioners.  One  in  par- 
ticular was^THaT'  of  a  married  couple, 
Antoinette,  23.  and  Clement  E.  Coffin. 
44,  living  at  No.  279  Marean  street,  and 
both  blind.  The  wife  carried  a  five- 
months-old  infant  in  her  arms. 

Another  was  that  of  Lucinda  Maby, 
colored,  who  was  92  years  old  on  Mon- 
day. She  lives  at  Flushing,  where  she 
selly  the  famous  Maby  clam  chowder. 
Her  husband  died  in  the  war  and  the 
Government  gave  her  the  house  in  whicr 
she   now   lives. 

More  stories  of  suffering  were  heard 
this  year  than  ever  before.  Last  fal 
there  were  526  beneficiaries,  but  ever} 
time  a  few  added  ones  are  recorded. 

About  the  most  interesting  ease  thai 
confronts  the  department  is  that  of  Kat< 
Loia,  who  lives  at  No.  434  Liberty  ave 
nue.  She  came  to  Brooklyn  from  Bostoi 
ten  years  ago,  and  has  reached  the  ag< 
.of  30.  The  young  woman  has  no  rela 
tives.  For  nine  years  she  has  been  s 
recipient  of  an  annual  bounty  from  th* 
city. 

Investigation  by  the  aides  of  Deputy 
Commissioner  Fogarty  have  revealed  the 
fact  that  she  has  been  bedridden  for 
many  years.  Besides  being  sightless,  she 
is  feeble-minded. 

The  most  remarkable  aspect  of  the 
case  however,  is  the  care  that  is  beiug 
taken  of  her  by  Italian  people,  who  be- 
lieve by  so  doing  they  will  not  only 
receive  spiritual  blessing,  but  that  some 
other  good  fortune  awaits  them  as  a 
material   reward. 

Kate  Loia  lives  in  a  dark  room,  where 
an  altar  has  been  erected.  Before  this 
a  lamp  is  constantly  burning.  Prayers 
are  daily  said  for  her  by  the  woman  and 
the  man  who  have  assumed  the  responsi- 
bility of  caring  for  her.  They  believe 
that  because  they  look  after  th«  unfor- 
tunate Kate  despite  their  own  little 
means,  "the  Lord  will  bring  luck  to  us, 
if  we  keef)  her  with  US." 
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feLftD  POOR  GIVEN 
THEIR  YEARLY  DOLE 


►00  or  More  Sightless   Persons 

Made  Happy   by  State's 

Gift  of  Cash. 


$49   FOR   EACH    BENEFICIARY. 


Pathetic  Scene  as  They  Form  in  Line 

at  Department  of  Charities 

Building. 


Those  whose  eyes  know  naught  but 
darkness  wended  their  way  with  falter- 
ing steps  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Charities  in  Schermerhorn  street  today 
and  received  from  a  generous  State  $49 
each,  a  comparatively  small  gift,  but  one 
that  gladdened  the  hearts  of  the  five 
hundred  or  more  dependent  blind  of 
Brooklyn  who  made  the  annual  pilgrim- 
age. 

Since  1875,  wh  n. _r  ,u  1  ;;si«ture  en- 
acted a  law  creating  a  blind  pension  fund, 
the  pilgrimage  has  been  made  and  to- 
day more  than  five  hundred  sightress  men 
and  women  accepted  the  bounty  of  New 
York,  and  for  one  day,  at  least,  rejoiced. 
The  crisp  bills  that  were  thrust  into 
outstretched  hands  were  a  Godsend  to  one 
and  all,  and  they  departed  murmuring 
thanks  to  the  generous  giver  and  vowing 
that,  after  all,  the  world  was  not  so  ter- 
ribly dark,  even  though  the  light  had 
failed. 

Beneficiaries  Early  in  Line. 

Long  before  10  o'clock,  when  Deputy 
Commisisoner  W.  J.  Popper  started  to  pay 
off,  a  steady  stream  of  sightless  unfor- 
tunates streamed  into  the  charities 
building,  happy  in  the  expectancy  of  re- 
ceiving the  $49  allotted  to  each  dependent 


blind  person  over  21  years  of  age.  To 
those  blessed  with  sight  the  scenes  were 
pathetic,  but  the  blind  themselves,  their 
faces  wreathed  in  smiles,  belied  the  fact 
that  all  is  sorrow  when  the  eyes  see 
nothing.  True,  there  was  sadness  writ- 
ten on  the  faces  of  many,  mute  evidence 
Of  years  of  suffering  in  the  dark,  with 
the  light  gone  forever,  and  yet  they  were 
happy— happy  in  the  thought  that  they 
were  to  receive  almost  $50,  to  most  of 
them  a  fabulous  sum. 

They  were  paid  ;off  in  the  runway  ad- 
joining the  waiting  rooms,  whence  the 
destitute  and  sick  start  off  for  the  alms- 
house and  the  Kings  County  Hospital, 
there  to  wait  for  the  final -call.  But  it 
was  different  from  the  scenes  enacted 
daily,  when  the  ambulance  and  the  poor- 
house  wagon  rattle  down  the  runway  with 
their  human  cargoes  destined  for  Flat- 
bush,  for  there  was  joy  mingled  with 
sorrow  today,  and  every  one  who  departed 
chuckled  in  glee,  clutching  at  the  crisp 
bills  that  will,  for  a  time  at  least,  keep 
the  wolf  from  the  door. 

Throng-  a  Motley  One. 

It  was  a  motley  throng  that  surged  into 
the  charities  building  hours  before  the 
time  set  for  paying  off.  There  were 
mothers  and  fathers,  their  faces  pinched, 
led  by  little  children;  husbands  escorted 
by  wives,  and  wives  whose  steps  were 
guided  by  husbands.  Decrepit  old  men 
and  women,  with  tottering  steps,  groped 
their  way  through  the  dingy,  narrow  hall- 
way, tapping  canes  on  the  floor  to  guide 
them,  and  waited  patiently  on  the  line 
that  formed  in  front  of  the  paymaster's 
table. 

All  of  the  rooms  on  the  main  floor  were 
crowded  with  the  sightless  and  those  who 
led  them  to  the  charities  building,  until 
a  thousand  or  more  men,  women  and 
children  were  huddled  together  by  the 
time  the  first  of  the  blind  assemblage 
received  the  State's  bountiful  gift. 

Of  the  five  hundred  or  more,  every  one 
of  whom  was  totally  blind,  none  knew 
that  without  the  sun  was  trying  frantic- 
ally to  peep  through  the  gray,  leaden 
skies,  and  give  warmth  to  the  cheerless 
day.  They  sat  silently,  their  sightless 
eyes  seemingly  looking  into  space,  until 
it  came  time  for  them  to  get  into  line 
fnd  grope  their  way  to  the  paymaster's 
table.  Invariably  a  smile  lighted  up  the 
face  of  the  unfortunate  when  Paymaster 
Popper  placed  in  his  or  her  hand  the  roll 
of  greenbacks  that  meant  so  much  to 
them. 

First    to    Get    the    Coveted    Money    a 
Grizzled  Man  of  70. 

Leonard  Smith,  a  venerable,  grizzled 
old  veteran  of  three  score  years,  was  the 


first  to  receive  his  $49.  Clinging  to  the 
arm  of  his  daughter,  he  thrust  out  his 
right  hand  and  clutched  the  bills  that 
Mr.   Popper  proferred. 

"I  thank  you,  kind  sir,  I  thank  you," 
he  murmured  as  he  wended  his  way  to- 
ward  the  street. 

"You're  quite  welcome,  pop,"  said 
Popper,   "and  I  wish  you  luck." 

Then  for  hours  the  sightless  groped 
their  way  up  in  front  of  the  paymaster, 
presenting  as  affecting  a  scene  as  was 
ever  enacted  in  that  place  of  sorrow 
and  distress.  There  came  along  a  typical 
old  Southern  mammy,  her  sightless  eyes 
aglow  and  a  smile  on  her  wrinkled  face 
that   indicated   so   plainly  her    happiness. 

"May  the  good  Lawd  bless  you.  sonny,'' 
she  said,  as  she  took  the  bills  from  Pay- 
master Popper.  "It  suttinly  ain't  such  a 
bad  world  when  youre  so  good  to  a  poor, 
old   blind  mammy." 

Then  came  a  handsome  youth  of  about 
twenty-three,  tall  and  broad-shouldered, 
who  pressed  the  money  to  his  lips  as  he 
started  down  the  runway,  his  face  aglow 
with  delight.  "It's  mighty  kind  of  you, 
sir,"  he  said,  as  he  walked  off,  "  and  I 
want  to  thank  you." 
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Chai 
it  is  a  question 
takes  in  the  amn 
blind  in  New- York 
yytniW1*'*'^  the  state  of  New  York 
has  been  appropriating-  money  to  he 
paid  to  the  sightless,  and  the  other 
day  548  of  New  York's  needy  blind 
formed  a.  line  a  block  long  and  passed 
before  an  official  who  gave  each 
of  thev?;  $49  in  new  bills.  No 
doubt  the       money       was       appre- 

ciated, and  no  doubt  most  of  it 
will  be  put  to  good  use,  but  the  ques- 
tion arises  whether  this  is  the  best 
way  to  help  these  people.  Forty- 
nine  dollars  will  not  go  a  long  way 
toward  supporting  a  man  or  woman. 
It  would  be  better  for  the  state  and 
city  to  contrive  some  means  of  giv- 
ing these  deserving  people  employ- 
ment or  even  care  for  them  in  an 
institution  than  to  pass  out  money 
for  their  relief.  Charity  of  this  kind 
is  ineffective.,  and  so  crude  that  it 
must  keep  many  deserving  persons 
from  applying  for  assistance. 


bo  sightless  pensioners  received 
their  rolls  of  hills  they  gave  their 
blessings  and  thanks  to  Angus 
Thorne,  superintendent  of  the  bureau 
of  dependent  adults,  who  had  charge 
of  the  distribution  of  the  fund. 

First  in  line  was  Sarah  Cohen,  of 
349  East  120th  street.  Then  came 
Joseph  Abdul  Salen,  an  aged  Al- 
gerian, who  lives  at  212  Eiast  Forty- 
fourth  street.  He  is  a  veteran  of 
the   Franco-Prussian    war. 

James  Curtis  and  his  wife,  Mar- 
garet Curtis,  both  blind,  made  their 
way  alone  from  their  home  at  341 
East  Eighty-fifth  street. 

It  took  about,  two  and  one-half 
hours  to  pay  off  the  line.  i 
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PAID  10  CITY'S  BLINL 


548  Sightless  Men;  Women 

and  Children  Collect 

State  Payment. 


"Misery  Lane,"  as  East  Twenty- 
sixth  street,  between  First  avenue 
and  the  East  River  is  known  to  the 
mfortunates  who  pass  throug  it  to 
.he  almshouse,  city  hospital,  peni- 
tentiary and  the  workhouse,  wag 
jrowded  with  54S  blind  men  and 
svomen  yesterday  morning,  when  the 
annual  gift  of  the  State  to  sightless 
Xew   York   residents   was  made. 

Old  and  young,  white  and  black,  of 
many  creeds  and  nations  were  repre- 
sented in  the  long  line  that  waited 
patiently  for  Angus  Thorne,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Bureau  of  Dependent 
Adults,   to   hand   to  eaoh   blind   person 


lis  or  her  apportionment  of  $49  from 
the  Stale  appropriation   of  $o5,000. 

Many  in  the  line  have  been  making 
the  annual  pilgrimage  to. the  Chari- 
ties Department  office  since  1875, 
when  the  act  setting  aside  an  appro- 
ion  for  blind  citizens  was  passed. 
Others  were  in  the  line  for  the  first 
time. 

There  were  husbands  led  by  their 
wives,  wives  guided  by  t'heir  hus- 
bands, parents  in  the  care  of  their 
children  and  many  lonely  blind  men 
and  women  who  slowly  felt  their  way 
alone  down   "Misery  Lane." 

It's  a  beautiful  day,"  Thorne  re- 
marked to  Joseph  Williams,  84  years 
old,  a  negro  veteran  of  the  civil  war, 
as  he  handed  the  old  man  his  pen- 
sion. 

"So  I  see,"  jested  the  old  fellow, 
smiling  and  shuffling  aside  to  make 
way  for  the  next  person  in  the  line. 
Williams  fought  with  the  Fourteenth 
Artillery  of  Rhode  Island,  and  be- 
came blind  in  Texas  after  the  war. 

Sarah  Cohen,  of  No.  349  East  120th 
street,  was  the  first  person  to  receive 
an  allowance.  Behind  her  was  Jo- 
seph Abdul  Salen,  G5  years  old,  an 
Algerian,  who  lives  in  No.  212  West 
Forty-fourth  street.  Salen  fought  in 
the  Franco-Prussian  war  with  the 
French  army.  Max  Berer,  of  No. 
206  Stanton  street,  was  .led  by  his 
daughter,    Pauline,  fi  years  old. 

Hand  in  hand,  James  Curtis  and 
his  wife,  Margaret,  both  blind,  each 
received  49  one-dollar  bills. 

It  took  almost  three  hours  to  pay 
the  pensions.  J 
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j  548  BLIND  GET  STATE  DOLE. 

Misery  LalfePilgrlms  Made  Glad  with 
$49  on  Yearly  Alms  Day. 

The  city's*  needy  blind  numbering  548 
received  yesterday  from  the  Department 
of  Charities  at  the  foot  of  East  26th 
Street,  the  year's  dole  provided  for  them 
by  the  State.  The  apportionment  is  $55,000 
and  each  of  the  unfortunates  received  $49. 
East  Twenty-sixth  Street  from  First  Av- 
enue to  the  East  River  is  known  to  the 
inhabitants  thereabout  as  Misery  Lane 
because  of  the  constant  stream  of  unfor- 
i.una'es  who  wend  their  way  daily  to  the 
.Almshouse,  the  Penitentiary,  the  City  Hos- 
pital, the  Workhouse  and  other  institu- 
tions on  Blackwell's  and  Ward's  Islands. 
Misery  Lane  was  comparatively  happy 
looking  yesterday. 


The  line  of  the  blind  which  reached 
from  the  Charities  office  at  the  foot  of 
:he  street  to  First  Avenue,  was  made  up 
and  young-.  White  and  black,  and 
representatives  of  many  nations  and 
11  wore  smiles,  for  $49  meant  a 
small  fortune  to  many.,  There  were  hus- 
bands being  led  by  wives,  wives  guided 
by  husbands,  parents  in  the  care  of  chil-, 
dren  and  lonely  men  and  v/omen  who  felt) 
their  way  with  friendly  sticks.  Some  ofj 
t;iem  had  been  making  the  annual  pil-i 
grimage,  since  1875.  when  the  act  wast 
passed.  Many  who  have  passed  away|) 
since  last  year  had  their  places  filled  by 
new  comers.  As  the  sightless  pensioners 
received  $49  in  crisp  new  bills,  they  gave 
their  blessings  and  thanks  to  Angus 
Thorne,  Superintendent  of  the  Bureau  of 
Dependent  Adults,  who  had  charge  of  the 
distribution. 

First  in  line  was  Sarah  Cohen  of  349 
East  120th  Street.  Next  came  Joseph  Ab- 
dul Salen,  (55  years-old,  an  Algerian,  of 
212  East  Forty-fourth  Street.  He  is  a 
veteran  of  the  Franco-Prussian  war,  hav- 
ing fought  through  several  campaigns 
with   the   French  Army. 

It  took  two  and  a  half  hours  to  pay  ofj 
the  line. 
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Blind  Pensioners 
Sg^Misery  Lane" 


Sta^s  Annual  D 

Jkpita    Brings 

HThro'ng  of 


Distribution  of  $49  Per 
ngs    Out   a    Pathetic 
o'ng  of  the  Helpless. 


"Misery  Lane,"  that  brief  stretch  of 
Twenty-sixth  street  between  First 
avenue  and  the  East  river,  held  a 
pathetic  and  interesting  crowd  yester- 
day, when  the  blind  folk  of  the  clt> 
who  are  enrolled  on  the  pension  list  of 
the  State,  assembled  there  to  receive 
their  annual  pittance. 

There  were  548  sightless  men,  women 
and  children  in  the  line,  which  extend- 
ed the  full  length  of  "Misery  Lane." 
Each  received  $49,  this  being  the  ap- 
portionment of  the  355,000  set  aside  for 
the  purpose. 


There  were  husbands  leading  help- 
vives  and  mothers  leading  litrte 
blind  children.  And  there  were  many 
who  had  grouped  their  own  way  to  the 
Charities  Department  office.  It  took 
two   hours  and  a  half  to  pay   them  all. 


PRESS  POOR 
RECEIVE  BOUNTY 
TIE  CITY 


540    Totally    Blind    Get 
$49  Each. 


MANY  PATHETIC  CASES 

COME  BEFORE  OFFICIALS 


Distribution  Amounts  to  $26,460— 
More  Stories  of  Suffering  Than 
Ever  Before — Payments  May  Be 
Made  Twice  a  Year. 


Most  pathetic  was  the  scene  at  the 
offices  of  the  Charities  Department,  in 
Schermerhorn  street,  this  morning  when 
540  sightless  people,  beneficiaries  of  the 
city's  bounty,  were  paid  $41)  apiece.  The 
total  awarded  was.  $26,400  for  this  bor- 
ough and  Queens.  There  were  295  women 
and  245  men.  There  were  twenty  col- 
ored among  them. 

Tlie  first-comer  was  Albert  Saul,  who 
arrived  at  10  o'clock.  The  first  to  be 
paid  off  was  Leonard  Smith,  who  is  70 
years  old,  and  lives  at  No.  099  Leonard 
street. 
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How  New  York  Translates  Its 
Sympathy  Into  Cash. 


PAID  AT  ANNUAL  ROLLCALL 


The    Grave    and    the    Gay    Are 

Blended  in  the  Life  Stories 

of  These  Pensioners. 

The  little  blind  street  that  leads  from 
First  avenue  down  past  the  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital buildings  to  the  ferry  house  of  the 
Department  of  Charities  was  crowded 
the  other  morning  with  persons  who  could 
not  see.  Though  they  did  not  know  it, 
the  fact  that  they  couldn't  see  their  sur- 
roundings in  that  particular  spot  was  one 
more  misfortune  added  to  the  many  that 
they  already  had  to  bear.  For  when  the 
Tribune  man  turned  into  that  short  block 

tt  took  the  first  full,  free  breath  he  bad 

.  --ed  draw  in  several  minutes'  walking. 

Block  after  block  he  had  hopped  along 
muddy  crosswalks,  straddled  broken 
pavements,  escaped  puddles  and  pools  in 
tie  roadway  by  unbelievable  feats  of 
agility,  while  with  each  step  a  new  odor, 
more  potent  than  the  last,  assailed  him 
from  garbage  can,  doorway  or  gutter. 
The  buildings  he  passed  were  not  all  the 
same  size,  but  they  were  alike  dirty,  dis- 
mal and  dilapidated.  The  foot  of  East 
L'tith  street  was  a  different  story. 

it  was  immaculate  as  to  pavement  and 
gutters.  The  buildings  were  spick  and 
span.  In  them  were  housed  many  depart- 
ments of  the  city  government.  There  was 
a  dispensary,  a  training  school  for  male 
nurses,  another  for  women,  a  mortuary, 
and  away  down  at  the  end  of  them  all 
the  Bureau  of  Dependent  Adults.  To  this 
building  went  the  intruder,  over  a  pave- 
ment perfect  in  its  convexity  and  between 
rows  of  property  trees  encircled  by  irre- 
proachable iron  palings.  There  he  found 
Angus  Thorne,  the  superintendent. 


A    SMILE    IN    HIS    HANDSHAKE. 

Mr.  Thorne  is  a  young  man  whose  voice 
snd  smile  belie  his  name.  To  the  blind 
his  speech  must  bring  a  sense  of  comfort 
?nd  security.  They  can  feel  the  smile  in 
his  handshake.  He  was  glad  to  tell  why 
-469  sightless  citizens  were  standing  in 
line  outside  his  office. 

"Every  year,  at  this  time,"  he  said, 
"the  city  gives  to  each  of  these  people  a 
sum  of  money.  In  most  cases  it's  the 
only  thing  they  have  to  depend  on  to 
prolong  their  existence  in  a  world  they 
will  never  see.  We  know  just  how  every 
man  and  woman  out  there  lives.  His 
home  has  been  visited,  all  his  possible 
sources  of  income  have  been  learned,  and 
when  he  comes  here  to  receive  the  city's 
dole  we  know  that  he  needs  it  and  can 
give  it  to  him  without  fear  that  there  is 
some  one  else  who  needs  it  more. 

•They're  not  all  here  this  morning, 
cither.  There  are  eighty-nine  more  who, 
for  one  reason-  or  another,  can't  come 
here  to  get  the  $49  that  Is  due  each  one, 
aiirl  so  next  week  our  agents  will  go  to 
their  homes  with  the  few  dollars  that 
mean  warmth  and  food  this  winter. 

"That  old  negro  you  see  back  there 
leaning  against  the  fence  is  the  'oldest 
pensioner  on  the  list.  He's  nearing  one 
hundred,  and  he  hasn't  seen  a  human 
face  for  forty  years.  His  wife  is  dead, 
and  he  has  no  children  to  help  him  now. 
Dm-ing  the  Civil  War  he  served  with  the 
14th  Rhode  Island  Infantry,  and  the  gov- 
ernment pays  him  $20  a  month  for  the 
service  he  gave  then.  But  it  isn't  enough. 
Ten  years  ago  he  came  to  us  for  help,  and 
he's  been  back  every  year  since.  His 
pension  and  the  help  he  gets  here  are  all 
he  has  to  live  on. 

WHY   SOME  ARE   BARRED. 

"Not  all  of  those  who  apply  to  us  for 
help,  however,  axe  so  completely  alone. 
Often  we  have  to  refuse  an  applicant  be- 
cause we  find  that  there  are  relatives  who 
are  well  able  to  provide  as  much  as  and 
more  than  the  city  can  give.  An  Italian 
who  had  received  a  pension  from  us  ap- 
plied again  this  year,  although  last  year 
his  name  had  not  been  presented.  One  of 
the  requirements  of  the  law  under  which 
the  pensions  are  given  is  that  the  recipi- 
ent must  have  lived  in  New  York  con- 
tinuously for  the  two  preceding  years. 

"We  asked  this  man  where  he  had  been 
last  year,  and  he  said  he  had  gone  to 
Italy,  where  an  aunt  had  cared  for  him 
lor  four  months.  But  we  learned  that  he 
had    been   looked    after    by    this   relative 


in  her  home  in  Palermo  for  a  whole  year, 
and  his  application  had  to  be  refused. 

'Sometimes  It's  hard  to  turn  down  some 
of  them,  but  not  when  they  try  to  cheat 
some  one  else  out  of  a  pension.  This 
often  happens  when  we  discover  that  an 
applicant  has  applied  for  more  than  one 
pension,  giving  more  than  one  name  and 
address. 

"Another  kind  of  dishonest  applicant  is 
represented  by  a  woman  who  came  to  ask 
for  help,  wearing  diamonds  in  her  ears 
and  pearls  and  diamonds  on  her  fingers. 
We  learned  that  her  mother  had  been 
wealthy,  but  when  we  asked  the  blind 
woman  about  this  she  told  us  her  mother 
had  lost  everything  in  speculation  and 
had  left  her  daughter  nothing.  Yet  the 
orphan  wore  good  clothes  and  her  home 
was  comfortable.  She  didn't  receive  a 
pension. 

A  CASE  OF  REAL  NEED. 
"But  we  were  glad  to  help  another 
woman,  totally  blind  and  the  mother  of 
four  children.  Her  oldest  son  is  helpless 
and  the  other  three  children  earn  a  total 
of  $17  a  week. 
,  "One  application  that  was  turned  down 
brought  to  light  a  gratifying  example  of 
honesty.  It  was  the  case  of  an  old  negro 
woman,  who  had  once  been  a  slave.  She 
is  almost  a  hundred  years  old.  When  her 
case  was  investigated  it  appeared  that  she 
had  a  good  income.  Her  daughter  gives 
her  from  $3  to  $5  each  week,  and  a  son- 
in-law  furnishes  |25  every  month.  Her 
home  is  a  model  of  neat  and  careful 
housekeeping,  and  when  she  was  visited 
there  she  was  surprised  that  a  pension 
had  been  asked  for  her.  'Ah  guess  ah 
cain  scratch  along  a  leetle  longer,'  she 
said,   and   that  settled  it. 

"We  learned  later  that  the  application 
had  been  made  in  her  name,  but  without 
her  knowledge,  by  the  pastor  of  her 
church,  whose  good  intentions  outran  his 
knowledge  of  the  strict  requirements  of 
the  law  that  make  it  impossible  for  us  to 
give  help  in  cases  such  as  hers. 

"Among  the  most  touching  cases  that 
are  brought  to  us  ate  those  of  six  old 
married  couples,  who  come  here  each  year 
together.  They  are  all  blind.  Another 
blind  couple  who  visit  us  in  company  are 
brother  and  sister." 

"Do  you  have  to  reject  a  very  large 
proportion  of  applications  received?' 
asked   the  caller. 

"Well,*'  continued  Mr.  Thorne.  "we  had 
about  six  hundred  and  fifty  applications 
this  year  and  about  one  hundred  of  therrr 
weve  weeded  out.  Jn  a  good  many  cases 
they    were    found    to    be    self-supporting. 


There  are  a  lot  of  blind  people  in  New 
York  who  make  a  living  selling  news- 
papers. Others,  are  musicians  or  piano 
tuners.  A  good  many  of  them  do  a  good 
business  selling  tea  and  coffee.  Some,  who 
have  been  blind  since  childhood  and  who 
have  been  trained  in  public  institutions 
until  they  came  of  age,  have  learned  use- 
ful trades,  such  as  chair  caning,  basket 
weaving,  etc.  We  are  paying  a  pension 
this  year  to  one  man  who  is  a  chair 
caner,  but  as  he  makes  only  about  $2  50 
a  week  at  that  we  have  to  help  him  out. 
"Once  in  a  while  we  find  them  getting 
an  income  from  more  than  one  source  of 
their  own.  An  old  couple  who  applied  to 
us  for  help  gave  their  occupation  as  mu- 
sicians. One  of  our  agents  looked  them 
up  and  found  that  their  chief  support 
came  from  a  thriving  tea  and  coffee  busi- 
ness they  were  carrying  on.  They  had  a 
little  shop  of  their  own,  and  their  trade! 
was  heavy  enough  to  enable  them  to  keep" 
a  girl  clerk  to  help  look  after  customers. 
We  had  no  choice  and  turned  them  away. 

A    PITIFUL    INSTANCE. 

"A  case  at  the  opposite  extreme  is  that 
of  a  young  girl  who  will  receive  her  pen- 
sion next  week  with  the  others  who  can- 
not come  here  to  get  it.  She  was  a  stu- 
dent, a  very  ambitious  one,  and  kept  at 
her  books  so  hard  that  her  mind  gave  way. 
Paralysis  and  blindness  followed.  She 
will  never  see,  feel  or  understand  again." 

"How  long  has  the  city  taken  this 
method  of  caring  for  the  helpless  blind 
members  of  its  population?"  Mr.  Thome 
was  asked. 

"Since  1875,"  he  replied.  "We  have  four 
pensioners  still  who  have  been  on  the  list 
every  year  since  it  was  begun.  The  Board 
of  Estimate  is  authorized  to  set  aside 
each  year  for  these  pensions  a  sum  not  to 
exceed  $75,000.  The  appropriation  this 
year  is  $55,000.  That  is  for  all  five  bor- 
oughs. Here  we  receive  applications  only 
for  Manhattan.  Applicants  must  be 
totally  blind,  or  so  near  it  that  they  cannot 
distinguish  objects.  They  must  be  without 
other  source  of  income  sufficient  to  keep 
them  alive.  When  the  list  is  complete  we 
set  aside  a  small  part  of  the  fund  as  a 
reserve  for  late  applicants  and  divide  the 
rest  in  equal  portions.  This  year  it 
amounts  to  $49  for  each  successful  appli- 
cant." 

Mr.  Thorne  had  been  awaiting  the  ar- 
rival of  the  469  bundles  of  brand  new  bills 
each  consisting  of  $49.  They  arrived  just 
as  he  mentioned  the  sum.  The  visitor  left 
behind  him  a  friendly  hand  clasp  and  an 
atmosphere  that  breathed  humanity.     He, 


crossed  the  polished  street  and  re-enterec 
the  land  where  muddy  crossings  anc 
treacherous  puddles  had  before  made  hin 
forget  to   look   up  at  the  blue  sky.  ] 
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•More  than  five  hundred  blind  people 
visitefi  the  building  of  ther^DiSpaffment 
of  JLibllc  Charities,  In  Schermerhorn 
street,  last  week  to  receive  their  annual 
pension  from  the  city.  The  amount  paid 
to  each  was  $49.  In  1875  the  Legislature 
passed  the  law  which  created  the  fund  for 
the  blind,  and  each  fall  since  several 
hundred  helpless  persons  have  been  aided 
by  it.  Last  week  Deputy  Commissioner 
W.  J.  Popper  acted  as  paymaster.  The 
payments  were  made  in  the  runway  ad- 
joining the  waiting  rooms,  where  the  des- 
titute and  sick  depart  for  the  Kings 
County  Hospital  and  Almshouse,  but  the 
aspect  of  the  poor  people  was  quite  dif- 
ferent from  the  aspect  of  those  who  com 
and  go  on  other  days.  The  sum  given  t 
each  seemed  to  them  to  be  a  small  fort 
une,  and  most  of  the  pensioners  were  pro 
fuse  In  their  thanks. 
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SEEK  STATEJ\!D  FOR  BLIND 

Albany  Association    Plans  to   Have  Com- 
IMtelon    to    Improve   Their   Condition. 

Tfe  annual  meeting  of  the  Albany  As- 
sociation of  the  Blind  will  take  place  in 
Chancellor's  hall,  67  South  Pearl  street, 
at  8  o'clock  tomorrow  night.  Officers  will 
be  elected  for  the  coming  year  and  ar- 
rangements will  be  made  for  a  series  of 
entertainments  during  the  winter  months. 

This  organization  has  affiliated  with 
the  New  York  State  Federation  of  Work- 
ers for  the  Blind,  and  an  effort  will  be 
made  by  all  those  interested  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  sightless  to  secure  legislation 
establishing  a  state  commission  for  the 
blind   to   improve    thrir  condition. 


Th6  last  census  shows  more  than  7,000 
blind  in  the  state  and  only  a  small  pro- 
portion of  these  are  self  supporting-. 
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A  WORKSHOP  FOR  THE  BLIND 


The  Gift  of  Miss  Emily  Howland  Bourne^ 
Formally  Dedicated  in  New  YmW 

Interesting  dedicatory  exercises  marked 
the  opening  last  week  of  the  Bourne 
workshop  for  the  blind,  located  at  o:;s 
East  Thirty-fifth  street,  New  York.  The 
donor  of  the  plant  is  Miss  Emily  How- 
land  Bourne,  a  New  Bedford  woman,  who 
gave  it  to  the  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind  in  memory  of  her  family. 

The  building  is  a  fine  structure,  com- 
plete in  all  its  arrangements  from  the 
roof  garden,  overlooking  the  water  on 
one  side  and  St.  Gabriel's  recreation 
park  in  the  front,  to  the  shower  baths 
in  the  basement.  It  is  the  first  modern 
factory  building  for  the  blind,  and  al- 
ready has  fifty  broommakers  and  chair 
caners,  and  will  accommodate  100  more. 
The  cost  of  the  plant  was  $107,000. 

There  are  two  bronze  tablets  in  the 
office  on  the  main  floor  of  the  building. 
One,  decorated  with  garlands  of  autumn 
foliage  yesterday,   bore  the  words: 

"Erected  by  Emily  Howland  Bouni" 
for  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind,  a  memorial  to  her  family." 
On  the  wall  opposite  are  the  texts: 
"Except  the  Lord  build  the  house  they 
labor  in  vain  that  build  it,"  and  "Ex- 
cept the  Lord  keep  the  city  the  watch- 
man  waketh   in  vain." 

The  presentation  to  the  association, 
whose  head  is  Miss  Winifred  Holt,  was 
made  by  Lucius  H.  Beers  for  Miss 
Bourne-  The  plant  was  accepted  by 
Herbert  Satterlee.  Miss  Bourne  was 
present  at  the  exercises,  and  the  blin  I 
boys  of  the  summer  basket  making  class, 
which  met  in  one  room  of  the  building 
while  it  was  being  completed  this  sum- 
mer, and  who  are  also  the  blind  boy 
scouts,  gave  their  cheer  for  her  when 
she  looked  in  upon  them.  Led  by  their 
instructor,  G.  H.  Longenecker,  they 
shouted: 

Rah!   Rah!  Rah! 

Here     we     are. 

Light    House    Scout    Boys, 

Ha!    Ha!    Ha! 


KTwo  of  the  smaller  scouts,  wearing 
haki  uniforms,  presented  Miss  Bourne 
ith  a  basket  of  red  rosebuds.  There 
was  warm  applause  for  her  during  the 
afternoon  whenever  she  or  her  gift  was 
mentioned. 

Many  distinguished  men  and  women 
took  part  in  the  exercises,  George  Haven 
Putnam    presiding". 

The  Bourne  workshop  furnishes  ideal 
conditions  for  its  occupants.  All  the 
rooms  are  flooded  with  light  and  air. 
Every  precaution  has  been  taken  against 
fire,  and  there  are  chutes  from  each 
floor  in  which  the  refuse  is  sent  down 
immediately  and  not  allowed  to  accumu- 
late. In  every  workroom  is  an  auto- 
matic sprinkler  fed  from  a  large  tank 
on  the  roof.  There  is  an  elevator  run- 
ning to  the  roof  and  two. nights  of  stairs. 
All  the  departments  are  now  running 
with  their  blind  workmen.  On  the  main 
floor  the  work  of  the  blind  women  from 
the  Lighthouse  on  Fifty-ninth  street  i* 
done.  The  handmade  brooms  of  the 
blind  men  are  considered  superior  to  the 
machine-made,  and  are  used  by  many 
railroads  and  hotels. 


BLIND    MUSIC    LOVERS   HAPPY. 

Editor   Brooklyn   Daily  Eagle: 

In  behalf  of  our  blind  people  who  will 
have  the  privilege  of  enjoying  some  of 
the  operas  this  winter,  I  desire  to  thank 
The  Brooklyn  Daily  Eagle  for  the  ten 
tickets  (in  addition  to  the  two  which 
were  won  in  The  Eagle  contest),  which 
you  have  generously  furnished  to  our 
people. 

Good  music  is  always  very  much  ap- 
preciated by  those  who  know  its  value, 
and  the  blind  are  no  exception  to  the  rule. 

E.    P.    MORFORD, 
Superintendent  of  the     Industrial     Home 

for  the  Blind. 

When  the -meeting  was  held  for  the 
awarding  of  the  opera  seats  in  The 
contest,  Mr.  Morford  announced 
that  he  would  exchange  his  two  $5  seats 
for  $1.50  seats.  The  Eagle  told  Mr.  Mor- 
ford to  keep  the  original  seats,  and  that 
the  other  ten  seats  will  be  furnished  by 
this  paper. 
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HELPING  THE   BLIND. 


1 1  oltj 


(x-y    Winifred 

Especial  attention  is  called  to  the  talk, 
on  work  among  the  blind,  which  will  be 
given  Friday  evening  by  Miss  Winifred 
Holt  of  New  York  city,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Klifa  club.  At  first  glance 
this  may  not  seem  a  subject  of  deep 
interest  to  Burlington,  but  an  unusual 
opportunity  is  offered  to  hear  about  a 
charity  which  has  assumed  large  propor- 
tions in  other  cities  and  States  and  it 
should  not  be  neglected  here.  Miss  Holt 
is  a  high  authority,  being  one  of  the  first 
persons  in  this  country  to  realize  the 
needs  of  the  blind  and  her  untiring  efforts 
to  ameliorate  their  condition  by  wise 
organization,  has  made  her  famous  on 
both  sides  of  the  Atlantic. 

Miss  Holt  is  secretary  of  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Blind,  of  which  Helen 
Keller  is  a  vice-president,  and  the  story 
of  what  has  been  done  and  how  they 
have  done  it,  is  novel  and  remarkable. 
Dr.  Smart  will  introduce  the  speaker  and 
many  lantern  slides  will  illustrate  the 
facts.  All  citizens  are  cordially  invited, 
gentlemen  being  sepeciaily  welcome,  and 
we  bespeak  a  large  audience  for^ 
Holt,  Friday  evening  at  eight^j0t^, 
the  Edmunds  high  school 


Miss 
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W  FEW  BLIND 
ARE  FOUND  HER 


Report     of    Census     at    Welfa 
Meeting  Shows  Number 
to  be  Small. 


The  care  of  the  blind,  lunch  wagoj 
and  municipal  concerts  and  entertaM- 
ments  were  the  subjects  discussed«.i 
the  meeting  of  the  board  of  pul$k 
welfare  yesterday  afternoon  at  th' 
office  of  Mayor  George  R.  Lunn.  It  wa; 
the  care  of  the  blind  that  principalis 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  bo»r< 
Dr.  Herbert  L.  Towne  reported  that  a 
census  of  the  blind  of  the  city  hae 
brought  to  the  atention  of  the  bureau 
of  health  of  which  he  is  the  head,  45 
persons  who  might  well  come  within  the 
category  of  the  board's  activities.  In 
addition  to  these  there  are, three  per- 
sons in  the  Batavia  school  for  the  blind 
from   this    city. 

The  municipal  work  among  the  blind 
is  to  be  conducted  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  a  comittee,  which  has  not  yet 
been  announced  .  The  work  will  in- 
clude educational  as  well  as  industrial 
ectivities. 

Mayor  Lunn  expressed  surprise  at  the 
small  number  of  blind  in  this  city.  Ho 
said  he  had  formed  an  idea  that  there 
were  80  or  more  who  might  come  within 
the    scope    of    the    work. 
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HOME  FOR  THPLIffl) 
AFTER  $100,000  FOND 


Expect    Big    Endow- 
ment to  Be  Pledged  by 
January  1. 


320,000    IS    STILL    LACKING. 


Institution     Makes     Self-Supporting 

Workers  of  Men  and  Women 

Who  Cannot  See. 


The  recent  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
Brooklyn  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind 
on  Gates  avenue  to  raise  a  permanent 
endowment  fund  of  $100,000  to  further  its 
work  has  already  met  with  success 
gratifying:  enough  to  make  the  Superin- 
tendent, H.  P.  Morford  and  the  other 
officers  of  the  home  most  sanguine  of 
having  the  entire  amount  in  a  compara- 
tively short  time. 

Sixty  thousand  dollars  has  been  pledged 
and  $20,000  more  has  been  promised  on 
condition  that  the  remaining  $20,000  be 
donated  by  January  1.  The  home  is 
straining  every  nerve  to  succeed  in  it, 
and  asks  that  everyone  interested  in  the 
work  of  helping  the  blind  to  be  useful 
and  self-supporting  members  of  society, 
to  free  them  from  the  horrible  helpless- 
ness so  long  associated  with  that  condi- 
tion, give  as  largely  as  possible  to  this 
fund. 

Among  the  Brooklyn  men  who  have 
contributed  the  following  have  pledge'd 
$1,000  each:  President  Walter  C.  Hum- 
etone,  Guy  Loomis,  Alfred  T.  White,  A. 
B.  See,  George  N.  Olcott,  Charles  M. 
Pratt,  William  H.  Nichols,  John  J.  Will- 
ilams,  Thomas  Potts,  A.  CX  Bedford, 
Thomas    Reed  and   Charles  A.    Schteren. 


Gift  of  SI 0,000  Contributed  by  Mrs. 

Harriet  L.  Wilcox. 
The  list  of  other  large  contributors  Is 
headed  by  tho  gift  of  $10,000  from  Mrs- 
Harriet.  L,.  Wilcox;  $500  from  the  estate 
I  of  E.  F.  Chapell,  and  $2,000  apiece  from 
the  estate  of  Peter  V.  Burnett  and  from 
mvs.  Amelia  P.  Webster.  A  thousand 
has  been  given  by  Fenwick  B.  Small  and 
anottier  thousand  In  memory  of  Mrs.  J. 
S.  Lioomis.  The  other  contributors  range 
from  $500  down  to  $5,  so  it  can  be  seen 
that  everyone  may  help  to  raise  '-he 
necessary  $20,000  in  the  month  that  Is 
left. 

Visitors  are  always  welcome  at  the 
home,  512  to  520  Gates  avenue,  and  may 
see  all  the  work  that  goes  on  inside  tho 
reat  three-story  frame  house  and  the 
accompanying  brick  workshop,  and  store. 
Here  they  will  see,  in  the  words  of  Presl- 
!  dent  Walter  C.  Humstone  "not  a  luxuri- 
ous home  for  idlers,  but  a  workshop,  a 
beehive  of  industry,  where  tho  blind  are 
as  proficient  as  any  who  have  eight. 
Here  you  will  find  the  blind  instructing 
the   blind." 

Since  its  foundation  in  1S93  the  home 
ha  sgrown  steadily  in  numbers  and  use- 
fulness. At  present  forty-five  are  being 
provided  with  steady  employment,  for 
which  they  are  paid.  For  wages,  over 
$85,000   has    been    disbursed. 

"The  strong  and  able,"  said  Mr.  Hum- 
stone,  "may  be  happy  in 'their  work;  the 
destitute  and  homeless  blind  are  provided 
for  and  saved  from  becoming  objects  of 
public  charity.  No  one  who  has  known  of 
the  horrible  depression  that  sometimes 
effects  those  who  have  lost  their  sigh't 
will  underestimate  the  value  of  this 
work. 

Blind  Learn  Useful  Trades  at  Indus- 
trial Home. 

"The  chief  trades  taught  the  workers 
in  the  shops  are  broom  making  and  chair 
caning.  When  one  considers  that  during 
one  year  40,800  brooms  were  made  and 
7,100  chairs  caned,  one  can  see  that  here 
are  no  helpless  dependants.  Compara- 
tively speaking  they  are  doing  as  much 
in  the  world  as  their  more  fortunate 
brothers.  They  make  mattresses,  they 
manufacture  twine  hammocks  to  the 
value  of  several  hundred  dollars  «ach 
year,  and  there  are  two  blind  piano 
tuners  so  competent  that  customers  ask 
that  the  same  men  be  sent  time  after 
time.  Often  one  lost  faculty  gives  added 
room  forv  another  to  develop.  The  ear 
replaces  the  eye.  Was  not  the  famous 
negro  Blind  Tom  one  of  the  best  known 
musicians    of   his    day? 

"In  fact,  so  well  do  these  men  work 
that  during  the  summer  the  managers  of 
the  Danbury  Agricultural  Fair  invited  the 
home  to  send  a  working  exhibit  of  its 
industries  and  workmen  at  the  fair's  ex- 


The  resultant  showing  was  con- 
ceded to  be  one  of  the  most  interesting 
exhibits  on  the  grounds,  and  attracted 
no  md  of  favorable  comment." 

Mot  only  are  people  taken  in  the 
home  and  trained,  but  where  this  is  not 
practicable,  instructors,  often  blind 
themselves,  are  sent  to  the  homes  of  less 
fortunate  blind,  to  teach  them  some 
trade  or  other.  And  in  the  home  itself 
duo  mi\y  sec  the  inmates  trusting  them- 
selves to  a  blind  barber,  with  a  sure  and 
skillful  touch. 

The  products  of  the  factory  are  always 
on  sale  in  the  little  shop  in  front  of  the 
workshop.  Here  anyone  may  go  and 
buy  the  articles  made  by  blind  men,  with 
the  certainty  of  finding  them  well  and 
truly  made. 

The  officers  of  the  home  are  as  follows: 
President,  Walter  C.  Humstone;  first 
vice  president,  Edward  T.  Jenkins;  second 
vice  president,  David  I.  Rogow;  third 
A-ice  president,  S.  H.  Coombs;  treasurer, 
H.  W.  Heyer;  secretary,  Albert  C.  Fuchs. 

Trustees,  Walter  C.  Humstone,  B.  T. 
Jenkins,  W.  L.  Chapman,  E.  A.  Fitter,  Dr. 
J.  F.  Carson,  S.  H.  Coombs,  W.  F.  Burns, 
F.  B.  Small,  E.  P.  Morford,  A.  M.  Flem- 
ing, D.  I.  Rogow,  Dr.  W.  C.  P.  Rhoades, 
J.  T.  Gibbons,  M.  D.;  H.  W.  Heyer,  A.  C. 
Fuchs. 

And  the  number  of  blind  workmen  now 
In  the  home  is  thirty-seven,  as  follows: 

Eugene  Bailey,  George  Beckel,  Edward 
Brickelmaier,  James  Brickous,  Samuel 
Brooks,  Lyman  Brown,  Charles  Clemens, 
Robert  Cowan,  Matthew  Davison,  William 
Dean,  James  Ennis,  Richard  Fleming, 
Charles  Gildersleeve,  William  Gooshaw, 
Timothy  Halpin,  Fred  Hatton,  John 
Hicks,  Christopher  Higgins,  Joseph  Ker- 
by,  Albert  Lee,  William  Lindner,  Benja- 
min Martin,  Herbert  Miller,  Fred  Molloy, 
Samuel  Myers,  Joseph  McBride,  Jeremiah 
McCarthy,  George  McKeon,  Robert  Nay- 
lor,  Edward  Richards,  William  Russell, 
John  Saramis,  Edward  Tyson,  Harry  Wat- 
son, John  Williams,   George  Winans. 


A  Good  Work  Needing  Help. 

A  news  store  published  in  The  Eagle 
today  tells  of  tme  progress  so  far  made 
in  the  work  ofVrfffng  an  endowment 
fund  for  the  Bro&lyn  Industrial  Home 
for  thj*JPMftmT  IHIs  largely  a  story  of 
individual  sacrifice  and  effort  by  a 
few  rich  and  well-to-do  people  who 
have  taken  upon  their  own  shoulders 
most  of  a  burden  that  rightfully  be- 
longed to  the  community  at  large. 

Few  charitable  enterprises  are 
worthier  of  consideration  than  this  in- 
stitution which  is  teaching  the  blind 
to  become  self-supporting.  It  is  doing  a 
tine  work  and  doing  it  well  upon  an  in- 
sufficient and  precarious  income.  The 
work  can  and  should  be  broadened  and 
the  management  of  the  institution  re- 
lieved from  the  incessant  anxiety  and 
strain  due  to  the  absence  of  an  ade- 
quate  endowment   fund. 

The  home  needs  a  fund  of  $100,000, 
which  could  be  made  yield  an  annual 
income  of  $5,000.  Unconditional 
pledges  amounting  to  $60,000  are  al- 
ready in  hand.  Conditional  promises 
provide  for  the  giving  of  $20,000  if  the 
remainder  of  the  proposed  fund,  an 
other  $20,000,  be  obtained  by  the  first 
of  next  January.  It  is  to  secure  this  $20,- 
000  that  the  home  now  makes  its  appeal 
to  the  sympathy  and  generosity  of  the 
Brooklyn  public.  The  Eagle  warmly 
indorses  the  appeal,  believing  firmly 
in  the  excellence  of  the  work  done  by 
the  home  in  behalf  of  the  atflicted,  and 
being  convinced  that  the  community 
in  general  owes  to  that  work  some- 
thiDg  of  the  substantial  support  al- 
ready given  to  it  by  a  handful  of 
charitably   minded  citizens. 


-  — 

BUND  HEAP  FLOWERS 
ON  ROBERTS'S  COFFIN 


Dnly  Late  Found  Friends  at  Sim- 
ple   Funeral    Service    for 
Sightless  Derelict. 


RESCUED     FROM     ADVERSITY 


Forrrer    Merchant   and   Son   of   Army 
Officer  Wouldn't  Reveal   His- 
tory  of    His    Life. 


The  funeral  service  of  Louis  Roberts,  a 
blind  man,  was  held  yesterday  afternoon 
it  the  Funeral  Church,  241  West  Twenty- 
third  Street,  and  on  the  coffin  and  beside 
it  were  flowers  sent  from  the  Light  House 
vnd  from  the  Work  Shop  for  the  Blind— 
the  only  friends,  so  far  as  any  one  knows, 
that  Louis  Roberts  had.  A  blind  girl 
played  on  the  organ  the  homely  and  com- 
forting notes  of  "  Abide  with  Me  "  and 
"  Lead,  Kindly  Light."  There  were  not  a 
dozen  persons  in  the  gathering  in  the  lit- 
tle chapel,  and  half  of  the  number  were 
blind. 

The  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 
was  doing  ita-Jafit  fierY*rf>  for  one  for 
MMMMyiad  bee^I" BBW!£*Will**i*y£iees 
for  the  Tastyear  or  more,  and  if  he^crHfcta 
have  known  he  would  have  been  as  appre- 
ciative for  the  calmness  and  beauty  of  it 
as  he  had  been  for  other  kindnesses.  The 
association  had  published  on  Saturday  a 
short  obituary,  which  said  that  Louis 
Roberts,  r>8  years  old,  and  a  son  of  the 
late  Charles  James  Roberts,  who  served 
on  Gen.  Winfield  Scott's  staff  in  the  civil 
war,  had  died  of  pneumonia  in  the  Pres- 
byterian Hospital.  The  association  had 
not  been  really  certain  of  his  name.  They 
called  him  Moris  at  first.  "  That  would 
do  as  well  as  any  other  name,"  he  said. 
They  could  see  that  he  had  been  well 
born.  His  was  one  of  the  cases  that 
arouse  real  sympathy.  He  drifted  within 
the  radius  of  the  association  s  work  more 
than  a  year  ago.  He  was  a  man  of  culti- 
vation and  refinement.  He  had  been  a 
merchant. 


He  was  proud  that  his  had  been  a  fam- 
ily of  fighting  men  down  tq;  Revolution 
days  and  before.  Princeton  had  been  the 
college  of  his  family.  That  was  prac- 
tically all  he  told  of  himself.  Whether  he 
had  relatives  and  they  would  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  him  or  whether  he  kept 
away  from  them  he  would  not  say 
affliction  bad  been  caused  by  an  assault 
with  a  sandbeg.  He  had  evidently  been 
■very  far  down  and  out  when  he  was 
brought  to  the  Light  House  for  the  Blind, 
and  he  was  pitifully  grateful  for  every 
kindness  shown  him. 

They  taught  him  chaircaning.  He  had 
said  he  was  ~>3  years  old.  He  looked  older 
and  an  adult  does  not  learn  a  trade  eas- 
ily. But  he  did  his  best  and  worked  faith- 
fully. They  sent  him  away  for  a  vacation 
last  year  to  the  Summer  home  the  asso- 
ciation has  acquired,  "  River  Light,"  at 
Cornwall-on-Hi:dson.  The  matron  wept 
when  she  sa.v  him  with  his  arms  around 
a  tree  and  his  face  laid  against  it. 

"  I  had  never  thought  that  I  should  see 
the  country  again,"  he  told  her,  using  the 
word  "see,"  as  the  blind  frequently  do.  He 
had  never  expected  to  drive  again,  he  tolc 
the   neighbors,    kind,    country   people   whtj 
picked  him  up  for  a  lift  occasionally, 
tl  ey  found  him  wandering  along  the  roac 
The    association    is    grateful    itself,    noi 
that    it    was    able    to    be    instrumental 
giving    him    this    pleasure.      Its    member 
are  pleased,  too,  at  the  thought  of  a  littl 
shopping  trip  he  had  just  previous  to  hj 
illness.      He    had    fitted   himself   out   wit 
the    simplest    and    most    inexpensive 
wet: ring  apparel,  a  few  dollars'  worth, 
keep  him  trim  ttirough  the  Winter.     Sue] 
a   little    pleasure   apparently,    but   with 
kind   friend   to  assist   him     he   enjoyed 
so  hugely. 

The   funeral   service   was   performed   hi 
*.he   Rev.    Mr.    Chambers,   assistant  recto] 
of  Calvary  Church.     The  burial  will  be 
Kensico  to-day. 
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WANTS  BLIND  TAUGHT  TRADES. 


Sightless     People's     League     to     Peti- 
tion   Assembly    for    Commission. 

Calvin  S.  Glover,  president  of  the  re- 
cently organized  Manhattan  and  Bronx 
Blind  People's  League,  made  it  known 
yesterday  that  the  league  is  going  to 
Albanv  at  the  next  session  of  the  I 
lature'to  fight  for  a  State  Commission  for 
the  Blind,  whos"  duties  it  will  he  to  in- 
vestigate conditions  and  provide  indus- 
trial schools  in  which  the  blind  can  learn 
a  means  of  self-support. 

"There  are  plenty  of  blind  men."  Mr. 
Glover  declared  yesterday,  "right  in  this 
city  who  have  to  work  for  $2  a  week  and 
try  to  live  on  that  sum.  while  there  are 


plentv   more   who  have   to   sell    paj>ers, 
pencils    and    shoestrings,    barely 
out  an  existence.     With  proper  facilities 
and  teaching  practically  all  these  could 
earn  u,  living  wage. 

"In  the  case  of  blind  women  we  would 
have  the  commission  teach  work  that 
might  be  done  in  the  homes  and  provide 
at  wholesale  prices  the  materials  to  be 
used  in  this  work.  We  would  also  have 
provided  a  means  for  marketing  the 
finished  article  so  that  the  workwomen 
might  obtain  a  retail  price  for  their  handi- 
work . " 


3too)1Uw,>1.^  StTaivuctcnrcL  - 
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FOR  ELIGIBILITY 


SEC 


h    Society    of    Sightless 
Would  Bar  Two  Under  18, 
Lads  Insist  on  Rights. 


ECRETARY  WHO   CAN   SEE. 


E..  A.  Tyson  Elected  President 
After  Sharp  Debate. 


Following  closely  upon  Its  organiza- 
tion, the  Brooklyn  and  Queens  Blind 
Welfare  Society  is  confronted  with  a 
question  over  which  its  members  are 
sharply  divided.  The  society  held  its 
third  meeting  last  night  In  Trinity 
House,  124  Pierrepont  street,  ane 
adopted  a  constitution  which  lay? 
down  the  law  that  no  one  under  eigh- 
teen years  shall  be  eligible  to  mem- 
bership. 

Two  blind  boys  who  were  admitted 
as  members  before  the  acceptance  ol 
Ihe  proposed  constitution,  last  night 
asserted  their  eligibility,  though  many 
members     protested.       The      difficult 


question  was  referred  to  the  executive 
committee,  which  will  decide,  on  be- 
half of  the  whole  society,  whether  the 
organization  shall  patronize  ethics  or 
the  code  by  which  it  has  bound  itself 
to  act. 

One  of  the  boys  concerned  in  this 
dilemma  is  Robert  Pearsall,  who  lives 
at  692  McDonough  street,  and  achiev- 
ed prominence  three  years  ago  when 
he  insisted  on  his  right  to  attend  pub- 
lic school  and  was  ultimately  sustain- 
ed by  the  Board  of  Education,  which 
thereby  established  a  precedent.  The 
dcors  of  the  public  schools  had  prev- 
iously been  closed  to  blind  pupils. 
Pearsall  attended  the  meeting  last 
night  with  his  mother,  Mrs.  Wallace 
Pearsall. 

The  other  boy,  Abraham  Gulish,  is 
seventeen  years  old,  being  Pearsall's 
senior  by  one  year.  Gulish  lives  at 
310  Snediker  avenue,  and  was  equally 
urgent  in  protesting  his  privilege  of 
membership. 

The  discussion  on  the  question  of 
the  standing  of  these  boys,  whose 
anxiety  to  help  a  movement  of  bene- 
fit to  the  blind  led  them  to  join,  was 
short,  though  the  expressions  of  opin- 
ion were  very  forcible.  However,  in 
all  the  other  matters  that  came  before 
the  society  brevity  was  sacrificed  for 
detail  and  many  sharp  verbal  clashes 
occurred. 

The'  society  voted  the  executive 
committee,  to  consist  of  the  four  offi- 
cers and  three  other  members,  should 
be  elected,  and  not  appointed  by  the 
president,  as  the  unadopted  constitu- 
tion had  provided.  When  E.  A.  Tyson 
was  unanimously  accorded  the  nomi- 
nation for  -president  he  declined. 
Pressed  for  a  reason,  he  declared  the 
members  had  taken  particular  pains 
to  tie  his  hands  before  electing  him, 
and,  although  they  had  showed  their 
approval,  they  had  denied  him  any 
display  of  confidence. 

J.  V.  Skillen,  while  declaring  the 
constitutional  clause  was  changed  im- 
personally, and  while  disproving  Ty- 
son's refusal,  heard  Tyson  make  a 
remark.  Skillen  immediately  demand- 
ed an  apology,  asserting  the  remark 
was  out  of  order.     Tyson  apologized. 

The  society  elected  its  first  set  of. 
officers  last -night,  choosing  Tyson  as 
president;  Albert  Lais?.  v»ice-presi- 
dent;  Miss  Louise  F.  Smith,  treas- 
urer, and  William  E.  Keep,  secretary. 
Tyson  accepted  the  office  of  presl- 
'dent  after  expressing  regret  for  his 
"hasty  words."  Miss  Smith,  the 
treasurer,  though  blind,  wears  spec- 
tacles, as  she  has  found  it  difficult 
to  break  herself  of  the  habit.  The 
satne  fa  true  of  Miss  Augusta  Feld- 
nian,  who,  like  Miss  Smith,  Is  from 
the  Church  Home  for  the  Blind,  at 
550  Washington  avenue. 


- 


The  society  has  seventy-five  mem 
bers  alreay,  fifteen  of  whom  are  as- 
sociate members.  They  are  not  blind, 
and  are  not  allowed  to  vote  or  hold 
office.  These  privileges  are  con- 
d  to  the  blind  or  active  members. 
However,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Keap, 
the  society  departed  from  its  avowed 
course,  as  it  decided,  after  much  de- 
bate, a  blind  secretary  would  be  a 
small  advantage. 

Besides  the  officers,  the  executive 
committee  was  elected.  It  consists 
of  Mrs.  J.  L.  Austin,  who  distin- 
guished herself  last  night  by  mak- 
ing a  motion  the  women' receive  fair 
play  in  the  society  and  that  there 
be  no  cliques  in  it;  Arthur  M.  Thomp-s 
son,  who  made  more  motions  than! 
any  one  else  and  surprised  many  by] 
his  deep  knowledge  of  parliamentary? 
procedure,   and   Walter  Tuckhorn. 

The  society  will  meet  on  the  sec- 
ond Thursday  of  each  month  at  8 
P.  M.  at  Trinity  House.  . 

xvfioods  Made  by  the  Flint!  _ 

Tb*  the  Editor  of  The  Press: 

Sir — I  wish  very  much  you  would 
give  publicity  to  the  fact  that  on 
the  eighth  floor  of  R.  H.  Macy  & 
Co.'s  store  there  is  a  department  for 
the  sale  of  goods  made  by  the  blind, 
where  hundreds  of  articles  made  by 
them  all  over  the  country  are  on  ex-, 
hibition  and  sale.  Macy's  charges 
no  commission  whatever  for  the  sa  e 
of  these  goods,  and  in  addition  pays 
all  the  expenses  of  handling  them, 
clerk  hire,  etc.,  and  there  is  no 
knowing  the  good  that  this  depart- 
ment does.  There  are  all  kinds  of 
fancy  work  sent  in  from  nearly 
every  State  in  the  Union. 

Many  of  the  blind  makers  depend 
on  this  work  for  a  living,  and  I  am 
sure  it  will  be  a  pleasure  for  your 
readers  to  call  and  see  the  work  and 
make  purchases.  The  name  and  ad- 
dress of  the  blind  maker  is  on  every 
article. 

To  help  the  blind  people  help 
themselves  is  what  we  blind  people 
think  is  the  greatest  way  of  helping 
them,  and  we  do  not  want  any  one 
to  buy  these  goods  from  sympathy, 
but  wholly  on  their  merit,  and  I  feel 
that  an  inspection  of  them  will  con- 
vince purchasers  that  they  are  worth 
every  cent  asked  tor  them.      S.  B.  T. 


YU-uJ     '^onrK,,   >V.^t,   He^ir^ldL, 
LIGHTHOUSE  NEEDS  $60,000.; 


Association  for  the  J^yj^-Elects  Sen- ! 

ator  Gore  and  Mrs.  Edward  R. 

Hewitt  to  Advisory  Board. 

At  the  sixth  annua!  meeting  of  the  New; 
York  Association  for  the  Blind,  founded. 
by  Miss  Winifred  Holt,  Senator  Thomas] 
P.  Gore,  of  Oklahoma,  and  Mrs.  Edward 
R.  Hewitt  were,  elected,  members  of  the' 
advisory  board.  Dr.  John  H.  FinJcy,  presi-' 
dent,  said  he  was  certain  the$60,0CO  ne-J 
cessary  to  complete  the  new  "lighthouse", 
at  No.  HI  East  Fifty-ninth  street  would  be 
forthcoming  when  it  is  known  how  much 
money  is  needed.  i 

Felix  M.  Warburg,  a  trustee,  reported 
that  through  the  co-operation  of  the  State 
Charities'  Aid  Association  a' census  of  all 
the  blind  persons,  in  the  State  bad  been 
obtained.  Miss  Holt1  told  the*  members 
that  a  blind  young  woman  had  taken  down 
ev-ejiy  word  spoken  on  a  stenographic  type- 
writing machine.    Luncheon  was  served. 


71 


e-uT 


^QTrt,     VU^.,    Jl-^^S- 


2 


e,c  e-vw 


I  tf\  lflX. 


BETTER  CARE  FOR  THE  gJJND. 

Dr.    Finley    Reports    Progress    at    An- 
nual   Meeting   of   Association. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  New  York 
Association    for    tbe    Blind,    In    its    offices 
t   118   East   Fifty-ninth   Street   yesterday 
.fternoon,    Dr.   John  IT.    Finley,   President 
f  the  association,   reported  that  the  last 
ear   had    witnessed   great   strides   in    tbe 
revention  of  blindness  and  in  the  meth- 
d;-  of  caring  for  blind  persons.  The  open- 
ing   of    the    new    Summer    home    for    the 
blind     at    Cornwall,     N.     T..     the    gift    of 
Emma     L.     Hardy,     he     said,     was     the 
greatest     individual     accomplishment     of 
the  association.    Nearly  150  blind  persons 
were  able   to  take  their  vacations  at  the 
new  home  last  Summer. 


The  fact  that  the  association  had  fitted 
ten  men  during  the  last  year  to  tune 
pianos  In  the  public  schools  was  also 
commented  on  as  a  favorable  sign  of 
advancement.  Other  speakers  were  Her- 
bert L-.  Satterlee,  Joseph  L.  Auerbach,  and 
Winifred  Holt,  Secretary  of  the  assoclaw 
tion.  ^(£\ 


AIDING    THE    BLIND. 


,n    Exhibition   of   Their^ork    Little 
Known   to  the   Public. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  New  York  Times: 

I  wish  very  much  you  would  give  publicity  to 
the  fact  that  on  the  eighth  floor  of  R.  H.  Macy 
&  Co.'s  store  there  is  a  department  for  the  sale 
of  goods  made  by  the  blind,  where  hundreds  of 
articles  made  by  them  all  over  the  country  are 
on  exhibition  and  sale.  Macy's  charges  no  com- 
mission whatever  for  the  sale  of  these  goods, 
and  in  addition  pays  all  the  expenses  of  han- 
dling them,  clerk  hire,  &c,  and  there  is  no 
knowing  the  good  that  this  department  does. 

There  are  all  kinds  of  fancy  work  sent  in 
from  nearly  every  State  in  the  Union.  Many  , 
of  the  blind  makers  depend  on  this  work  for 
a  living,  and  I  am  sure  it  will  be  a  pleasure 
to  your  readers  to  call  and  see  the  work  and 
make  purchases.  The  name  and  address  of  the 
blind  maker  is  on  every  article. 

To  help  the  blind  to  help  themselves  is  what 
we  blind  people  think  is  the  greatest  way  of 
helping  them,  and  we  do  not  want  any  one  to 
buy  these  goods  from  sympathy,  but  wholly  on 
their  merit,  and  I  feel  that  an  inspection  of 
them  will  convince  purchasers  that  they  are 
worth  every  cent  asked  for  them.       S.  B.  T. 

4  West  101st  Street,  New  York,  Dec.  13,  1912rf 


BLINDJjjQjyiE  FUND  GROWING. 


$83,483  of  the  $100,000  Endowment 
Has  Been  Pledged. 
As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  let- 
ter from  E.  P.  Morford,  superintendent 
of  the  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind, 
subscriptions  to  the  endowment  fund 
nave  been  received  totaling  $83,483.  Thie 
leaves  only  $16,517  of  the  $100,000  fund  to 
be  secured  by  January  1: 


Editor  Brooklyn  Daily  Eagle: 

Through  the  columns  of  your  valued 
newspaper  we  would  like  to  thank  the 
many  friends  who  have  so  generousiy 
responded  to  the  appeals  that  have  been 
made  to  them  to  help  raise  our  endow- 
ment fund  to  $100,000.  Up  to  date  we 
have  reecived,  in  piedges  and  cash,  $83,- 
483,  leaving  a  balance  of  only  $16,517  to 
bo  raised  by  January  1.  Our  latest  gift 
co  the  fund,  reecived  this  morning,  was 
a  check  for  $1,000,  given  by  three  sisters 
in  loving  memory  of  their  father  and 
mother,  who  have  gone  before  into  the 
Homeland.  I  am  constrained  to  quote 
the  farewell  remark  of  one  of  the  sisters 
as  she  was  leaving  our  office.  ■  "There  is 
no  nobler  cause  to  which  money  may  be 
applied  than  to  one  where  those  afflicted 
with  such  a  heavy  handicap  as  blindness 
are   helped  to  help   themselves." 

How   many   of   your    readers   have    ever 
;  stopped  to   consider   what   they  would   do 
;  if,    through    accident,    sickness    or    other 
j  cause,  they  were  to  lose  their  sight?     It 
'  is  a  deep,  dark,  terrible  abyss  into  which 
a   person   is  plunged  by  the   loss   of  eye- 
sight.    The  writer   would   cheerfully  give 
the   entire  $100,000   if   it  was  his   for   the 
privilege   of   seeing  the   glorious   light  of 
day  once  more,   after  a  protracted  night 
of  thirty  years  duration. 

How  many  of  The  Eagle  readers  are 
willing  to  give  a  Christmas  contribution 
to  our  endowment  fund  as  a  thank  offer- 
ing to  their  Creator  that  the  blessing  of 
sight  has  been   preserved  to   them? 

E.  P.  MORFORD. 
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FIFTH  AVENUE  SHOP  FOR  BLfflD. 


Sl^bileMs     Girls     Put     Wares     Before 
Public    to    Build    Up    Trade. 

In  a  little  shop  at  669  Fifth  avenue 
blind  girls  are  weaving  cloth  of  silver 
and  gold  to  make  Christmas  bags. 
Around  them  are  the  products  of  their 
work,  silver  and  gold  bags  and  card 
d!"  all  sorts,  linen  woven  by  them 
and  "worked  into  .soarfs  and  dainty 
handerchiefs  which  they  want  to  sell 
for  Christmas  gifts. 

The  girls  are  all  protegees  of  th< 

York    Association    for    the    Blind.      For 

ear   they   have  been   working 

tng*  I    now  Miss  Winifred 

;nd  others  hi  charge  of  the  work 


think  that  Christmas  is  a  good'  time  to 
put  their  goods  before  the  public^  and 
build  up  a  trade  that  will  make*  the 
blind   girls    self-supporting. 

One  of  the  prime  objects  in  starting 
:this  shop  is  to  obtain  orders  which  will 
serve   to   keep    the   girls   busy   throug-h 
he  coming  year. 


Clvioa^o,    lll^HzstsOTb-HtrreuitL. 


S         Trades  for  the  Blind. 

/State  industrial  schools  for  the  blind 
are  to  be  sought  in  New  York  by  the 
newly  organized  Manhattan  and  the  Bronx 
Blind  People's  League.  The  legislature  is 
to  be  r.sked  to  establish  a  state  commis- 
sion for  the  blind  which  will  investigate 
conditions  and  provide  instruction  in 
trades. 

According  to  Calvin  S.  Gloveb,  presi- 
dent of  the  league,  there  are  many  blind 
men  in  New  York  City  who  earn  not 
more  than  $2  a  week,  but  who,  if  taught 
trades  for  which  they  are  capable,  could 
earn  a  living  wage.  The  need  of  provid- 
ing for  such  unfortunates  is  apparent. 
State  or  voluntary  agencies  have  done 
much  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
blind;  vocational  education  surely  should 
extend  to  them  as  much  as  possible.  No 
help  is  so  great  or  so  permanently  useful 
as  that  which  teaches  means  of  self-sup- 
port, and  there  is  much  work  that  can  be 
done  by  the  blind. 


BLTKD  WORKERS  IN  5TH  AVE. 

Light  House  Women  Offer  Their 
Handiwork  at  Xmas  Sale. 
A  big  store  at  665  Fifth  Avenue  is 
filled  with  hand  looms  and  hand  workers 
of  various  kinds,  and  looks  as  though  a 
part  of  a  past  generation  had  by  mistake 
dropped  back  into  this.  The  workers  are 
the  blind  women  of  the  New  York  Asso- 
ciation   for    the    Blind,    and    have    come 


clown  from  the  Light  House  in  Fifty- 
ninth  Street  to  have  a  Christmas  sale  of 
their  work  and  show  how  it  is  done.  A 
vacant  store  in  the  Dig-  building  at  Fifty- 
third  Street  has  been  loaned  to  them,  and 
they  will  remain  there  until  Christmas 
Eve.  There  are  any  number  of  pretty 
Christmas  gifts   to  buy. 

There  are  strong,  serviceable  bungalow 
pillows  with  woven  tops,  delightful  hand- 
made scarfs,  rugs  of  rags  and  in  attrac- 
tive colors,  little  reed  baskets,  and  bags 
woven  in  gold  and  silver  thread. 

There  are  all  sorts  of  sensible  house- 
hold articles,  dusting  cloths,  iron  holders, 
and  aprons  of  different  designs.  Every- 
thing is  made  by  the  blind  women,  and 
they  can  be  seen  at  work,  wearing  pretty 
pink  aprons,  which  give  them  a  cheerful 
appearance. 


Y.<L-uJr    ifo-rH,  ^U.HpM  Si^>^- 

THE  BLIND  FINISH 
XMAS  NOVELTIES 

Mate  Ready  for  Big  Bazaar  of 
Their  Own  Handiwork. 


LIGHT  OUT  OF  DARKNESS 


Occupation    Changes    Their 
Whole  Existence. 


A    large    part    of    the    ground    Moor    of 
tlic    building    at     669    Fifth    avenue    has 

tuttjed    into    a    temporary    i 
for  ihe  Christmas  sale  of  gifts  made  by 
blind    men   and   women,    held    under    the 
auspices   of   the   New   YpxAu-Asspciation 


for  the  Blind.  A  nurrfber  of  blincT"ITer- 
sons  Ti'ave  f^Ull  aX'UVely"  engaged  there 
in  preparing-  for  the  event,  the  men 
manufacturing  brooms  and  the  women 
busy  at  looms  weaving-  mats  and  scarfs. 
The  doors  opened  yesterday  and  the 
sale  will  continue  until  Tuesday  night. 

About  the  wails  and  on  tables  are  dis- 
played articles  of  all  sorts,  work  bas- 
kets and  trash  baskets,  crocheted  and 
knitted  garments,  babies'  woollen  shoes, 
fabrics  and  Christmas  cards,  fre- 
quently of  very  delicate  workmanship. 
Several  looms,  upon  which  women  are 
engaged,  show  the  process  of  manu- 
facture in  its  various  stages.  The  dex- 
terity of  the  workers  is  remarkable. 

The  association  draws  its  recruits 
from  all  sources.  It  aims  to  furnish  the 
blind  with  work  suitable  for  them,  and 
by  rendering  them  self-supporting  tc 
give  them  self-respect  and  make  then: 
useful  citizens.  One  woman,  pointer 
out  to  the  visitors,  earns  as  much  as 
$7  a  week. 

The  workers  have  been  brought  eacl 
day  by  guides  to  the  association's  work 
shop,  which  is  a  new  one,  recently  do 
nated,  on  Thirty-fifth  street.  The  ex 
penses  of  travel  are  paid  by  the  asso^ 
elation.  Its  proteges  work  eagerly  wher 
convinced  that  the  ^publte  will  buy 
their  products.  ■^ 

In.  the  past  the  annual  Christmas 
sale  has  always  been  held  in  the 
".Lighthouse,"  the  association's  build- 
ing at  118  East  Fifty-ninth  street. 
The  name  comes  from  the  image  of 
light  brought  in  through  labor.  This 
year  the  owners  of  the  building  on 
Fifth  avenue  donated  a  part  of  it  for 
the  purpose. 

The  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind,  which  has  as  its  president  Dr. 
John  H.  Finley  of  the  College  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  came  into  being 
through  the  efforts  of  its  present  secre- 
tary, Miss  Winifred  Holt.  Miss  Holt 
while  abroad,  was  impressed  by  the  ar- 
rangements made  m  foreign  countries 
for  the  presence  of  blind  persons  al 
concerts,  from  which  they  obtained  un- 
usual pleasure.  Upon  .her  return  she 
took  up  the  matter,  and  efforts  were 
made  to  induce  the  Metropolitan  Opera 
Company  and  other  musical  organiza- 
tions to  provide  for  the  free  admission 
of  the  blind  to  their  performances. 

This  necessitated  seeking  out  the  per- 
sons who  might  benefit  from  such  a 
scheme,  and  the  association  itself  grew 
out  of  the  effort  to  locate  blind  men  and 
women.     Many  were  brought  Into  touch 


with  it.  The  plan  of  supplying  these 
with  work  as  well  as  recreation  speedily 
followed.  Classes  were  organized,  and  a 
regular  census  of  the  blind  in  the  city 
was  taken. 

Development  has  since  been  rapid. 
A  men's  club  of  more  than  a  hundred 
members  has  been  organized  and  meets 
once  a  week  for  the  discussion  of  mod- 
ern   questions. 

The  association  welcomes  contribu- 
tions of  any  sort,  especially  clothes, 
though  it  suggests  that  dinner  coats  and 
evening  gowns  are  not  usually  appro^ 
prlate.  Too  many  of  these  have  bet 
received  in  the  past 
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Blind  Weavers  Use 
New  Office  Buildini 


hjkuj 


i  the  magnanimity  of  tl 
s~  01  the  big  new  office  buildiig 
o.  669  Fifth  avenue,  the  Light 
House  Weavers  of  the  New  York  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind,  have  been  given 
the  privilege  of  using  the  big  street 
floor  space  to  exhibit  their  work  and 
to   sell  it  for  the  benefit  of  their  fund. 

Y<  snerday  hundreds  of  people  looked 
through  the  big  \>2ate  glass  windows 
from  the  street  and  watched  the  blind 
broom  makers  turning  out  well  made 
brooms,  which  they  sell  for  twenty- 
five  and  thirty-five  cents  apiece. 

Inside  the  big  rooms  many  people 
stopped  on  their  shopping  tours  and 
watched  the  blind  men  and  women 
weaving  baskets,  rugs  and  other 
things.  The  exhibit  and  sale  will  con- 
tinue  until  Christmas  eve. 


T3e,ce.w^oe.Y~   %%.\°\\%, 


WORK   OF   B 


SALE 


Useful    Articles     Suitable     for 
Christmas  Presents  Offered. 

A  Chtistmas  sale  was  opened  yesterday 
at  Fifth  avenue  and  53d  street  by  the  New 
York  Association  lor  the  Blind.  Opera 
bags,  calling  bags  and  work  bags,  all 
made  in  cloth  of  gold;  old-fashioned 
table  scarfs  and  rugs,  brooms  and  vick- 
er  baskets,  all  made  by  the  blind,  were 
among  the  articles  shown.  One  blind  girl 
gave  an  exhibition  of  shorthand  and  type- 
writing, and  her  fingers  played  over  the 
keyboard  of  the  machine  with  all  the 
deftness  of  a  trained  typist.  Another  girl, 
who,  it  was  said,  had  only  recently  lost 
complete  use  of  her  sight,  read  from  a 
book  made  for  the  blind  almost  as  fast 
as  most  people  read  with  their  eyes.  She 
never  hesitated  and  rarely  made  a  mis- 
take. 

The  association,   whose  aim   is   to  train 
the   blind   for  useful  work,   is  in  need  of 
funds    to    complete    its    new    building,    at 
No.   Ill   East   39th   street,   and   to   pay  off 
the    mortgage    on    the    land    upon    which 
the   building   is   erected.      It   is   estimated,; 
that  $100,000  will  be  needed  to  achieve  this,j 
and    Miss    Winifred    Holt,    whose    effort 
in   the  past   have   done   much   to   put   th< 
work  of  the  society  on, its  present  basis 
hopes   that   the   present    sale    \Vill   go   U 
toward  obtaining   the   required   funds. 
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AVENUE  CROWDS  IN  BLIN»H£HOP. 


Many  Visitors  See  Si«htles«  Men  and 
\\  o*m»n    at    Work. 

If  you  walk  im  Fifth  Avenue  these  af- 
ternoons, you  will  not  see  a  bigger  crowd 
in  front  of  any  shop  window  than  that 
which  gathers  in  front  of  No.  669  to  see 
blind  men  and  women  weaving  and  mak- 
ing baskets  and  mesh-bags  and  rag-carpets 
and  brooms  and  other  things  that  many  a 
sighted  person  would  find  difficult  to 
achieve.  And  the  crowd  is  not  content  to 
stand  outside  and  see.  It  has  forged  its 
way  inside,  and,  besides  buying  what  the 
blind  people  have  made,  has  learned  a 
good  deal  about  Miss  Winifred  Holt's  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind,  and  what  it 
has  done  for  the  sightless  men  and  women 
and  boys  and  girls  of  the  city. 

The  shop  is  to  be  kept  open  until  Christ- 
mas. It  was  opened  primarily  in  order  to 
help  obtain  permanent  employment  for  the 
Association's  women  workers,  who  have  be- 
come expert  in  many  lines— stenography, 
typwriting,  and  operating  telephone  switch- 
boards, as  well  as  basket-making  and  weav- 
ing. 

In  February,  Miss  Holt  expects  to  be 
ready  to  move  into  the  new  Lighthouse,  for 
which  President  Taft  laid  the  cornerstone, 
across  the  way  from  Lighthouse  No.  1,  at 
No.  118  East  Fifty-ninth  Street.  The  build- 
ing will  be  the  first  settlement  house  for 
the  blind  in  the  world,  and  has  a  mort- 
gage of  $40,000  hanging  over  it,  which,  Miss 
Holt  says,  any  one  can  help  to  wipe  out 
b>-  sending  the  wherewithal  to  the  Associa- 
tion's treasurer,  Thomas  B.  Clarke,  jr.,  at 
the  Hanover  National  Bank. 


i\^-vO    \jo^>\l,  U.T/.,   ~VJo-r^L. 

SOME  IMPORTANT  GIFTS 

MADE  DURING  YEAR  1912 

Mrs  15mma  Carold  Woerlshoffer  of  New  York,  Bryn  Mawr $750,000 

Col  Francis  E  Leland  of  New  York,  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art.  .1,000,000 
Edward  R  Jackson  estate,   San  Angelo,   Tex,  American  Catholic 

Church   350,000 

James  J  Hill,  library  in  St  Paul 350,000 

Francis  R  Bartlett  of  Boston,  Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts 1,481,000 

Andrew  Carnegie,  Pittsburg  Technical  Schools 2,000,000 

P  A  B  Widener,  deed  of  trust,  Widener  Memorial  School  for  Crip- 
pled Children 4,000,000 

John  S  Lyle  of  New  York,  Presbyterian  Church  missions  and  other 

philanthropies     426,000 

George  Eastman  of  Rochester,  Rochester  University 500,000 

Thomas  F.  Ryan,  Catholic  Church 1,000,000 

J  Pierpont  Morgan,  Trinity  College 200,000 

George  F.  Baker,  New  York  Hospital  and  Cornell  Medical  School.  .1,000,000 
Mrs  John  S  Kennedy  of  New  York,  Hartford  School  of  Missions  and 

Religious    Pedagogy 600,000 

Mrs  John  S  Kennedy,  East  Side  Mission  House 400,000 

Mrs  Russell  Sage,  various  institutions 1,000,000 

Miss  Helen  M.  Gould,  Railroad  Y.  M.  C.  A 100,000 

Miss  Helen  M  Gould,  Young  Women's  Christian  Association 200,000 

Jacob  H  Schiff,  Cornell  University 100,000 

Mrs  E  H  Harriman,  medical  research no  limit 

Mrs  Meyer  Lehman,  medical  research 100,000 

Mrs  Emily  H  Hitchcock,  Dartmouth  College 300,000 

Andrew  Carnegie,  various  institutions 128,083,432 

J  Pierpont  Morgan,  various  institutions .....    490,000 

Julius  Rosenwald,  Chicago,  charities 678,000 

James  B  Brady,  Johns  Hopkins  University 550,000_ 

John  H  Converse,  Presbyterian  missions... 


SIFTS  OF  YEAR 
$300,000,000 

Wellnigh   a    Record 
in  Generosity, 

Carnegie,  Rockefellers  and 
Morgan  Well  to  the  Fore. 

Mrs  Sage,  Miss  Gould,  Mrs 
Harriman  Prominent. 


NEW  YORK,  Dec  28-Like  a  dream 
of  King  Solomon's  days  was  the  story 
of  the  various  philanthropies  through- 
out the  United  States  in  the  year  1912. 
Money  flowed  freely,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  $300,000,000  was  contributed  by  in- 
dividuals, organizations  and  public 
movements  throught  the  country  in  the 
12  months. 

As  in  all  previous  years,  the  generous 
hands  of  Andrew  Carnegie,  J.  Pierpont 
Morgan,  John  D.  Rockefeller,  John  D. 
Rockefeller  Jr,  Mrs  Russell  Sage  and 
Miss  Helen  Gould  were  seen  in  many  in- 
stances, giving  to  build  up  new  institu- 
tions and  projects,  and  contributing  to 
old  ones. 

The  full  extent  of  their  philanthropies 
probably  will  not  be  known  because 
many  of  them  give  from  week  to  week 
without  it  becoming  public,  but  their  re- 
sponses to  numerous  appeals  have 
turned  millions  of  dollars  into  the 
coffers  of  institutions  that  have  strug- 
gled hard  for  existence  until  relieved 
!>y  the  prominent  donors. 

To  this  list  there  were  added  the  last 
/ear  names  of  several  women  who 
•ither  contributed  to  long  established 
iniversitles  or  developed  new  ideas  and 
supported  them  liberally  with  funds. 


Donated  for  Missions. 

Mrs  John  S.  Kennedy  of  New  York, 
always  interested  in  any  movement  for 
the  uplifting  of  the  general  public  from 
a  religious  standpoint,  gave  to  the  Hart- 
ford School  of  Missions  and  Religious 
Pedagogy  $600,000  and  supplemented  this 
some  time  later  with  an  additional  $400,- 
000  for  the  development  of  the  East  Side 
Mission  House  in  this  city. 

Mrs  Emma  Carold  Woerishoffer,  of 
this  city,  gave  to  Bryn  Mawr  College 
$750,000,  which  was  to  be  combined  with 
$200,000  in  the  treasury  for  use  as  an  en- 
dowment fund  for  a  chair  of  civics  and 
to  provide  the  institutions  with  dormi- 
tories. 

P.  A.  B.  Widener  of  Philadelphia,  keen 
to  the  needs  and  suffering  of  the  chil- 
dren who  are  crippled  from  birth  and 
who  have  suffered  from  injuries  in  their 
early  life,  subscribed  $4,000,000  as  a  deed 
of  trust  for  the  unfortunate  little  ones 
in  this  city. 

Miss  Emily  H.  Bourne  of  this  city, 
with  a  somewhat  similar  view  to  the 
life  of  thousands  of  children  who  are 
born  blind,  dedicated  in  October  the  first 
model  factory  for  the  blind  ever  con- 
structed in  this  city  "fj .  MfljJMir"  in  the 
country.  The  building  'Wae  built  with 
every  eye  for  modern  comfort  and  sani- 
tation, is  four  stories  high  and  cost 
$137,000. 

In  it  broom  making  and  chair  caning 
are  taught  to  the  afflicted  children  and 
older  folk.  It  established  a  long  felt 
want  and  brought  cheer  and  hope  into 
hundreds  of  lives  that  heretofore  had 
seemed  hopeless  and  blank. 

Year  Began  Well. 

The  year  began  with  a  sweeping  spirit 
of  giving.  AJmost  the  first  public  an- 
nouncement came  from  Jacob  H.  Schiff 
on  Jan  4,  when  he  made  public  that 
he  had  given  to  Cornell  University  $1  CO, - 
000.  The  money  was  proferred  purely 
on  Mr  Schiff's  own  initiative  as  an  ex- 
pression of  his  appreciation  of  the 
work  Cornell  is  endeavoring  to  do  and 
the  broad  and  liberal  ideas  for  which  it 
stands. 

Almost  at  the  same  time  Mrs  E.  H. 
Harriman  gave  to  science  and  humanity 
a  great  boon.  .  She  established  a  large 
fund  to  aid  medical  research,  under  the 
control  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine. 
It  provided  for  committees  on  health, 
hospitals  and  public  health,  and  Mrs 
Harriman  guaranteed  to  defray  all  the 
expenses  incurred  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  investigations.  No  amount  was  set; 
the  committees  were  to  go  into  their 
subjects  with  a  thoroughness  that  would 
leave  nothing  undone. 

Soon  after  Mrs  Harriman's  broad- 
minded  gift,  Mrs  Meyer  Lehman  gave 
to  the  Mt  Sinai  Hospital  $100,000  for  the 
study  of  disease.  She  declared  her  hopes 
were  not  to  spend  so  much  time  in 
working  to  cure  disease,  but  in  deter- 
mining a  way  of  prevention. 

Marcus  M.  Marks,  president  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Sanatorium  for  Children 
at  Parmfngdale,  announced  that  An- 
drew Carnegie  and  John  D.  Rockefeller 
each  had  subscribed  $10,000  to  a  fund  of 


$150,000  for  new  buildings  at  Farming- 
dale,  and  in  February  a  magnificent 
new  institution  was  turned  open  for 
the  reception  of  children. 

Chicago  Generous. 

By  the  middle  of  January  Chicago 
had  begun  to  feel  the  influence  and 
there  was  a  regular  epidemic  of  $50,000 
gifts.  John  G.  Shedd  and  Cyrus  Mc- 
Cormick  each  subscribed  that  amount 
to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  hotels.  To  th.U 
amount  Julius  Rosenwiild,  James  A. 
Patten  and  X.  W.  Harris  previously 
had  donated  $50,000  each. 

Later  in  the  day  it  was  announced 
that  Mr  Shedd  and  Laverne  W.  Noycs 
had  subscribed  $50,CO0  each  toward  a 
51,000,000  home  for  working  wome-i, 
which  the  Chicago  Chapter  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 
proposed   to   build. 

Throughout  the  month  public  bequests 
came  from  all_  sides.  Contributions 
from  one  end  of  the  country  to  another,  it 
is  conservatively  estimated,  were  mad" 
at  the  rate  of  approximately  $25,O00,u0O 
a  month.  Bequests  of  $100,000  and  $150,- 
000  were  quite  common;  those  of  $500,000 
In  numerous  cases  and  those  for  $1,009,- 
000  and  more  not  at  all  rare. 

In  the  will  of  Mrs  Emily  Howe 
Hitchcock,  widow  of  Hiram  Hitchcock, 
formerly  a  New  York  hotel  propriety- , 
the  Hitchcock  mansion  in  .  Hanover. 
X  H,  ana  an  estate  of  45  acres,  valued 
at  $50,000,  were  given  to  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege. To  the  Mary  Hitchcock  Memorial 
Hospital,  connected  with  the  college, 
•was  left  an  endowment  fund  of  $200,000. 
and  to  the  Howe  Library  of  Hanover, 
occupying  the  ancestral  home  of  Mrs 
Hitchcock,  an  endowment  of  $50,000. 


Most  Liberal  Man. 

Miss  Helen  Miller  Gould,  on  Jan  6,  gave 
to  the  Young  Women's  Christian  As- 
sociation, for  their  new  home,  $200,000. 
The  new  structure  is  to  cost  $700,000 
when  completed  and  will  be  a  training 
school. 

Various  gifts  made  by  Mr  Carnegie, 
including  the  $125,000,000  to  the  Carne- 
gie Corporation  of  New  York,  have 
made  him  far  and  away  the  most  liber- 
al man  In  the  country.  His  benefactions 
now  amount  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
$332,000,000. 

His  libraries,  all  told,  have  iti*an» 
something  like  $52,000,000;  his  pension  ar- 
rangement for  college  professors,  $22,- 
000,000;  his  relief  of  small  colleges,  $20,- 
000,000,  and  his  peace  fund?  and  other 
(miscellaneous  work,  $113,000,000,  alto- 
gether bringing  the  total  to  about  $332,- 
©00.000.       John     D.     Rockefeller,     whose 

f)hilanthropies  reach  around  the  Nation, 
s  somewhere  behind,  his  total  for  the 
entire  field  amounting  to  about  $175,000,- 
000.  For  general  education  he  has  given 
$53,000,000;  to  the  Chicago  University, 
$25,000,000:  to  small  colleges.  $23,000,000, 
and  for  miscellaneous  objects.  $74,000,000. 
Mr  Carnegie's  gifts  reach  the  record 
mark  for  the  year.  On  Jan  18  he  gave 
$10,000  to  the  Farmingdnlc  Preventori- 
um; on  Feb  14,  he  contributed  $500  to 
the  American  Olympic  Committer;  on 
April  19,  made  an  additional  gift  of 
$2,000,000  to  the  Pittsburg  Carnegie  In- 
stitute:   gave  $5000   to   the   Titanic   relief 


on  April  18;  IIS.OOO  to  Well*  College  on 
June  12,  to  complete  the  Frances  Fol- 
oom  Cleveland  Library;  $25,000  to  Hope 
College  fund  on  Sept  6;  $1 .000,000  for  the 
Hero  Fund  Work  of  Pittsburg,  Nov  1; 
$125,000,000  to  the  Carnegie  Corporation 
on  Nov  21:  $4,932  to  the  Joel  Harris 
[Memorial  Fund  on  Dec  20,  and  $20,000 
to  the  Middleburg  College,  Dec  21. 

iRockefellers. 

This  year  Mr  Rockefeller  has  not 
fceen  so  active,  although  the  contribu- 
tions have  down  out  regularly  in  va- 
rious directions,  threading  across  the 
Continent.  On  the  first  day  of  the 
year  he  contributed  to  the  Westrrn  UnU 
fVci'sity  $26,000  for  grenera.l  educational 
purposes  and  followed  that  up  almost 
immediately  with  a  subscription  of 
$10,000  for  the  Tuberculosis  Sanatorium 
for    Children    at    Farmingdale. 

Soon  after,  on  Jan  19,  he  gave  $401000 
to  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Baptist  Fund 
for  Ministers  and  three  days  later  sent 
las  check  to  Brown  University  for  the 
endowment  fund.  On  Jan  24  he  gave  to 
Tarrytown  $25,000  for  town  betterment 
and  improvement,  and  at  the  beginning 
of  the  next  month  promised  the  Boy 
Scouts  a  monthly  donation  of  $500. 

On  Feb  14  he  gave  his  aid  in  the 
shape  of  a  check  for  $6000  for  the  China 
famine  fund;  a  week  later  he  helped  the 
Columbia  Hose  Company  to  buy  new 
equipment,  and  on  March  1  contributed 
$2500  to  the  Olympic  games  fund,  and 
March  lt>  sent  £2500  for  the  Titantic 
victims. 

On  March  20  he  sent  another  donation 
tc  Brown  University,  $6500  to  the  Cleve- 
land church  fund  and  $5000  for  the  aid 
oX  the  Red  Cross  Balkan  relief.  Those 
practically  are  all  new  subscriptions. 

John  D.  Rockefeller  Jr,  aside  from  as- 
sisting his  usual  hospital  and  church 
philanthropies,  branches  out  into  the  in- 
vestigations of  the  Police  Department 
and  other  public-spirited  movements  to 
get  at  the  bottom  of  the  corruption  in 
certain  circles  of  New  York. 

His  white  slave  investigations  this 
year  called  for  a  personal  contribution 
of  $100,000;  he  gave  J5000  to  assist  Dist 
Atty  Whitman  and  $20,000  for  a  com- 
plete investigation  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment on  Dec  21.  It  is  said  that  this 
year  Mr  Rockefeller  has  exceeded  his 
father  in  the  amount  he  has  given  to 
public  and  private  charities. 


What  Morgan  Gave. 

J.  Pierpont  Morgan's  gifts  began  with 
Feb  1,  when  he  promised  $50,000,  the  last 
money  needed  for  the  completion  of  the 
T.  M.  C.  A.  Building.  In  March  he  sent 
a  check  for  $5000  to  the  Tuberculosis 
Preventorium  of  Farmingdale  and  two 
days  later  $100,000  to  Peabody  College  for 
Teachers. 

He  gave  $25,000  to  Fisk  University  on 
May  28;  $10,000  tQ  St  Paul  School  for 
Negroes,  Sept  6;  $200,000  to  Trinity  Col- 
lege for  new  buildings  on  Oct  26,  and 
promised  to  aid  in  raising  $100,000  for  the 
same. 

Une  of  the  newest  items  of  aid  of  Mrs 
Sage  was  her  check  for  $10,000  to  aid  the 
work  for  the  animals,  which  she  sent  to 


Mrs  James  Speyer,  president  of  the 
League  for  Animals,  on  Jan  4.  Mrs 
Sage  also  gave  to  the  Syracuse  Uni- 
versity $50,000  in  memory  of  her  father. 
Mrs  Speyer's  philanthropy  for  animals 
has  attracted  much  attention  through 
the  city.  It  was  started  In  1910,  and 
Mrs  Speyer  has  worked  incessantly  for 
its  success  ever  since.  This,  year  by 
subscriptions  she  has  increased  the  re- 
lief fund  to  $80,000. 

Greatly  interested  in  the  work  with 
Mrs  Speyer  are  Mrs  Sage,  Alfred  Gwynne 
Vanderbilt,  Mrs  Frederick  W.  Vander- 
bilt,  Miss  E.  Mabel  Clark,  Mrs  Charles 
B.  Alexander,  Mrs  George  Blumenthal, 
Archer  M.  Huntington,  Thomas  F. 
Ryan,  James  Stillman.  Arthur  Curtiss 
James  and  Elbert  H.  Gary. 

In  February  Moses  Taylor  Payne  of 
Princeton,  N  J,  pledged  $14,000  at  a 
meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the  Gro^M*. 
Cleveland  Memorial  Monument  Ass 
tion  to  complete  the  fund  required  to 
erect  a  memorial  to  Grover  Cleveland 
in  Princeton. 

The  $125,000  needed  for  the  work  was  j 
subscribed    during    the    year,    and    the 
monument   is   to   be    erected    where    Mr 
Cleveland   spent   the   last   few   years  of 
his  life. 

On  Feb  8  the  will  of  Eugene  Kelly,  I 
son  of  Eugene  Kelly,  banker,  gave  a  ! 
large  amount  to  St  Patrick's  Cathedral. 
Of  this  amount  $83,500  was  to  pay  the 
trustees  his  share  of  the  completion  of 
the  Lady  Chapel  behind  the  cathedral. 
$50,000  more  for  the  installation  of  an 
altar  and  stained  grass  windows. 

In  February,  Col  Francis  K.  Leland 
gave  $1,000,000  to  the  Metropolitan  Mu- 
seum of  Art.  Actuated  by  a  desire  to 
help  an  institution  with  which  he  had 
b^en  connected  for  years,  Col  Leland, 
who  is  president  of  the  New  York  Coun- 
ty National  Bank,  made  theunconditinal 
gift  of  1200  shares  of  stock  in  the  bank, 
valued  at  more  than  $1,000,  COO.  The 
amounut  was  to  be  used  as  a  principal 
fund  for  the  purchase  of  works  of  art. 
The  annual  income  from  the  gift  is 
about  $48,000  a  year.. 

Mrs  John  Stewart  Kennedy,  of  New 
York,  gave  $250,000  to  endow  the  Hart- 
ford School  of  Missions  and  the  Hart- 
ford School  of  Religious  Pedagogy,  al- 
ready established.  Her  idea  was  for 
the  training  of  students  for  the  various 
new  professions  of  Christian  service 
and  philanthropy.  She  also  offered 
$250,000  more  on  condition  that  $250,000 
be  raised.  To  meet  this  challenge  an 
anonymous  donor  gave  $100,000.  In  ad- 
dition to  this  Mrs  Kennedy  promised 
000  for  other  new  buildings. 


Large  Boston  Gift. 

Francis  Bartlett  of  Boston  gave 
$1  .431, 000  to  the  Boston  Museum  of  Fine 
Artis.  The  gift  came  in  the  form  of  a 
deed  to  realty  in  the  heart  of  Chicago, 
which  was  recently  leased  for  198  years. 
Thr  net  yearly  ground  rental  amounts 
,000  for  the  first  rive  years,  $65,0i'0 
for  the  next  20  years  and  $60,000  for  the 
remainder  of  the  leat>p. 

On   May  20  P.   A.    B.    Widener  of   Phil- 
adelphia   executed    a    deed    of    trust    for 
00    in    4    percent    securities,    to    be 
as  an  endowment  for  the   \\';( 
Memorial  School  for  Crippled   Children, 


In    addition    he    also    gave    $1,000,000    to 
erect  a  fine  library  building  at   Harvard 
to    contain    the    library    bequeathed    by 
his    grandson,    Harry    Elkins    \Y;< 
who  met  death  on  the  Titanic. 

John  S.  Lyle,  for  many  years  con- 
nected with  Lord  &  Taylor,  left  $425,000 
to  charity.  It  was  chiefly  for  the  Hoard 
of  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Chinch. 
of  the  Reformed  Church,  for  the  Homo 
Missions,  for  the  Presbyterian  Hcraf 
pital,  the  American  Bible  Society,  the 
American  Tract  Society,  the  Children's 
Aid  Society,  the  New  York  Association 
for  the  Improvement  of  the  Poor  and 
the  New  York  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary. 

On  Aug-  12  Julius  Rosenwald  of  Chi- 
cago celebrated  his  50th  birthday  by 
giving  away  $678,000  among  charitable 
and  educational  institutions.  He  has 
made  benefactions  totaling  $200,000  in 
the  last  three  years,  and  his  last  dona- 
tions bring  the  total  to  a  million.  Of 
the  sum  $250,000  went  to  the  University 
of  Chicago  for  a  woman's  gymnasium 
and  to  build  structures  for  the  geo- 
logical, geographical  and  classical  de- 
partments. 

George  Eastman  gave  $500,000  to  the 
Rochester  University,  one  of  the  larg- 
est single  gifts  to  the  institution.  Jas. 
B.  Brady  gave  $550,000  to  Johns  Hopkins 
ior  a  new  hospital;  Thomas  F.  Ryan 
gave  $1,000,000  to  the  Catholic  Church; 
John  H.  Converse's  will  gave  $200,000  to 
Presbyterian  missions 

George  F.  Baker,  president  of  the 
First  National  Bank,  gave  approximate- 
lv  $1.00-0,000,  by  which  the  New  York 
Hospital  and  the  Cornell  Medical  School 
became  twin  institutions.  Usefulness  of 
the  hospital  and  school  will  be  greatly 
enhanced.  By  the  consolidation  the 
medical  school  obtains  general  use  of 
the  hospital  for  research  work  and 
medical  training.  The  hospital  ,^ets 
free  use  of  the  medical  staff,  laborato- 
ries and  other  equipment  of  the  medical 
school. 
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BLIND  LAWYER  SCORES 

OCIATION  FOR  BLIND. 


Declared    It    Opposed  Bill   In    I-f  Jtin- 

Inturo   for  Relief  of  the 

Sightless. 

Benjamin  Bernstein,  President  of  the 
New  York  Club  of  Blind  College  Gradu- 
ates, at  a  meeting  held  last  night  at 
No.  250  West  Fifty-fourth  street,  at- 
tacked the  New  York  Association  for 
the  Blind,  accusing  it  of  veiled  opposi- 
tion to  a  bill  which  asked  for  a  State 
commission  for  the  blind  and  also  for 
its  administration  of  funds  in  its  charge. 
The  bill  asking  for  a  commission  was 
vetoed  by  Gov.  Dix.  Of  It  Mr.  Bern- 
stein said: 

"The  bill  passed  the  Assembly  and  tho 
Senate  unanimously.  Then  it  went  to 
the  Governor  for  a  hearing.  They 
didn't  even  get  It.  The  bill  was  vetoei 
and  we  found  an  association  operating 
ostensibly  for  the  blind  working  against 
us." 

The  speaker  pointed  <yut  that  there 
are  7,000  blind  persons  In  New  York 
State  and  added  that  many  of  the  blind 
are  selling  lead  pencils  on  street  cor- 
ners, not  frorfi  choice,  but  from  neces- 
sity. Of  235  persons  questioned  220  were* 
in  favor  of  pensions  for  the  blind,  and 
he  added  that  213  of  the  23*)  were  in 
favor  of  the  bill  vetoed  by  Dlx. 

^Twenty-six  persons,  ha  said,  had 
asked  the  association  for  reasonable  as- 
sistance and  this  had  beea  refuse.!  them. 
He  continued: 

"A  bill  for  a  State  commission  for 
the  blind  will  be  introduced  in  the  next 
Legislature.  If  any  underhand  meth- 
ods are  used  to  defeat  the  bill  the  New 
York  Club  will  find  it  out." 

Following  Bernstein,  an  attorney,  Al- 
bert   Kuchler,    a    blind    sophomore    at 
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